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REPORT. 


To  the  Maytyr  and  Aldermen^  and  the 

Common  Cotmcti  of  the  Oify  of  New  Bedfof*d: 

Gentl£M£N: 

The  Trustees  of  the  New  Bedford  City  library^ 
in  accordance  witii  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance 
in  relation  thereto,  respectfully  present  to  you  their 
First  Annual  Report 

The  City  Library  was  instituted  by  an  Ordinance 
of  the  City  Council  passed  August  16,  1852,  an  ap- 
propriation of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  having  been 
made  on  the  26th  of  the  preceding  month  for  that 
object 

The  Act  t)f  the  Legislature,  giving  authority  to 
towns  and  cities  to  establish  Free  Libraries  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants,  was  passed  May  24th,  1851. 

Copies  of  the  Ordinance  and  the  Statute  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report 

The  Library  was  opened  for  the  use  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, on  Thursday,  the  third  day  of  March,  at  the 
rooms  in  Perkins'  Building,  so  called,  number  139 
Union  Street 
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There  are  contained  in  the  library  .nearly  six  th&t^ 
sand  volumes. 

•  About  fifty-five  hundred  volumes  were  transferred 
to  the  city  by  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library,*  and 
the  remainder  obtained  by  gift  or  purchase. 

The  collection  of  books^  although  not  large,  is  valu- 
able. The  Trustees  have  reason  to  believe,  that  no 
collection  of  the  same  extent  in  our  country,  embra- 
ces a  larger  number  of  truly  valuable  books. 

The  books  transferred  to  the  city  by  the  Director» 
of  the  Social  Library,  had  been  many  years  accnmu- 
lating  under  the  direction  of  the  cautious  and  en- 
lightened managers  of  that  institution,  and  it  gave 
the  Trustees  great  pleasure  to  find,  upon  an  exam- 
ination of  the  catalogue,  that  no  better  collection 
could  be  obtained  or  desired,  as  a  foundation  for  the 
Fjcee  Pijblic  library. 

The  general  principles  which  guided  those  by  whom 
ihat  collection  was  made,  have  mainly  governed  the 
Trustees  in  the  few  purchases  of  books,  which  the 
limited  means  at  first  placed  at  their  disposal  have 
allowed  them  to  make.  Much  care  has  been  taken 
to  select  such  books  for  the  library  as  are  known  to 
bp  of  permanent  value.  Although  but  a  small 
amount  has  been  expended  for  books^  exclusive  of 
ttie  sum  paid  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Social  library, 
the  liberality  of  our  fellow  citizens  of  whom  our 
purchases  have  been  made,  has  enabled  us  to  go  far 
bpyond  our  expectations  in  the  number  of  volumes 
added  to  the  original  purchase. 

*  Bee  Appendix. 
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The  whole  make  a  collection  respectable  in  point 
of  numbers^  and  of  a  character  as  well  calculated  ai 
any  collection  tiiat  could  be  formed  of  its  extent^  tm 
the  foundation  of  a  Free  library. 

No  part  of  the  last  appropriation  of  ^  fifteen  hun^ 
dred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  books  ^  has  been  ex* 
pended  Anxious  that  every  dollar  of  this  liberal 
contribution  should  be  wisely  expended,  the  Trustees 
have  devoted  much  of  their  time^  since  the  passage 
of  the  Order,  in  preparing  a  list  of  such  books  as 
are,  in  their  view,  best  calculated  to  promote  the  ob* 
ject  you  had  in  view  in  placing  Ihe  funds  at  their 
disposal.  That  list  is  now  nearly  completed ;  and  in 
a  few  w^eks  we  hope  to  place  upon  our  shelves  be* 
tween  one  and  two  thousand  volumes  more  of  stand- 
ard works,  which,  with  the  books  already  to  be  found 
there,  will  open  to  our  inhabitants  a  Library,  rich  id 
the  means  of  intellectual  and  moral  culture,  and 
forming  a  new  and  attractive  feature  in  the  public 
recreations  of  the  people. 

There  have  been  placed  upon  the  tables  of  the 
Library,  the  leading  Periodicals  of  our  own  country 
and  of  England.  Without  these,  the  design  of  the 
Library  would  not  have  been  completed.  The  Tnuh 
tees  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  extend  their  sub- 
scriptions as  far  as  might  be  considered  desirable,  but 
our  periodicals,  although  the  number  is  not  large,  are 
the  best,  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  citi- 
zens will  find  them  well  calculated  by  their  elevated 
and  diversified  character,  to  promote  the  important 
object  for  which  our  new  institution  was  established. 
The  periodicals  will  be,  while  fresh  and  unbound,  for 
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the  use  of  the  visitors  to  the  rooms  only.  They  will 
.  form  a  strong  point  of  attraction  for  the  inhabitants 
of  our  city,  and  will,  it  is  believed,  lead  to  the  inno- 
cent and  elevating  employment  of  many  hours  now 
given  to  idleness,  frivolity  or  guilty  pleasure. 

Keeping  in  view  the  two  fold  object  of  the  insti- 
tution, the  combination  of  rational  enjoyment  with 
intellectual  and  moral  culture,  the  Trustees  have  ex- 
pended a  part  of  the  means  placed  at  their  disposal 
in  the  purchase  of  that  magnificent  work  of  art.  Boy- 
dell's  Illustrations  of  Shakspeare. 

It  is  believed  that  in  no  form,  could  the  same  out- 
lay have  secured  so  large  and  valuable  an  amount  of 
the  refined  and  elevated  in  the  domain  of  the  art^ 
The  poets  are  now  regarded  as  among  the  educators 
of  the  people ;  and  at  a  time  when  the  study  of  the 
greatest  is  pursued  to  an  extent  and  with  an  intensity 
never  before  known,  the  pages  of  Boydell  will  be 
looked  upon  as  a  most  valuable  auxiliary  to  this  de- 
lightful and  elevating  pursuit 

Such^  then,  is  the  character  and  condition  of  the 
Library,  which,  by  the  enlightened  liberality  of  our 
Municipal  Government  is  now  opened  for  the  use  of 
the  citizens  of  New  Bedford. 

The  evidence  that  the  institution  has  met  a  great 
public  want,  and  that  its  establishment  is,  in  a  high 
degree  satisfactory  to  the  people,  is  ample  and  grati- 
fying. The  Ubrary  has  been  opened  to  the  jnibUe  twenty/- 
one  days.  During  that  short  period,  one  ihmsand  five 
hundred  and  mnety-one  boots  have  been  taken  from 
the  lAbrary,  by  seven  hundred  and  eighty-mne  individr 
uab.    Nearly  two  hundred  books  have  been  delivered  this 
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Ay.*  At  all  ours  of  the  day,  and  especially  in  the 
evening,  our  tables  are  surrounded  by  quiet  and  in- 
terested readers.  .  A  striking  and  delightfiil  feature  in 
our  operations,  is  the  large  number  of  females  who 
visit  the  rooms  both  as  takers  of  our  books  and  read- 
ers of  our  periodicals.  Nearly  one-half  of  the  names 
^upon  our  books  are  those  of  females.  The  convenient 
location  of  the  Library,  the  liberality  of  its  arrange- 
ments, and  the  quiet  and  decorum  which  pervade  the 
place,  have  attracted  thither  that  class  of  the  popula- 
tion which  has  hitherto  seldom  been  found  visiting 
our  public  libraries. 

These  are  gratifying  and  encouraging  statements. 
They  justify  the  action  of  the  past  and  excite  hopes 
for  the  futore.  They  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  that 
legislative  and  municipal  action,  which  recognizes  and 
seeks  to  correct  the  imperfect  character  of  that  idea 
of  education  which  does  not  extend  beyond  the  pre- 
paratory work  of  the  public  school.  How  full  of 
practical  meaning,  are  the  following  words  from  a  re- 
cent and  profound  English  writer.f  "I  thought  how 
education,  to  be  of  any  assured  worth,  must  continue 
through  life.  Beading  and  writing  will  not  do  alone. 
You  might  as  well  prepare  for  a  liberal  hospitality  by 
a  good  apparatus  for  roasting  and  boiling,  but  never 
putting  on  any  viands,  so  that  the  kitchen  machinery 
went  on  grinding  unceasingly,  with  no  contentment 


*  Satarday,  March  26. 

t  Arther  Helps,  aatfaor  of  '*  Companions  of  mj  Solitude,"  from  which^we 
qoote.—**  Claims  of  Labor."  "*  Friends  in  Council."  *' Emits  of  Leisure," 
and  other  works,  all  "  penraded  with  a  deep  and  intelligent  human  intertMt}* 
and  written  in  a  style  and  spirit  which  gire  them  a  rare  attractiveness. 
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to  the  appetites  of  the  huQigi^.  No :  before  we  ehall 
be  able  to  mAke  mudi  of  ^dueatioa,  the  higheat 
.among  us  mikst  take  larger  yiewB  of  it^  B.ud  Bot  aup- 
jpose  it  IS  a  mere  definite  quantity  of  oultiYatioB;  de- 
fined aecording  to  the  narrow  limita  of  the  fashions 
rf. the  day." 

Jigain  he  Bays :  ^^rHow  aogr  great  Noughts,  ^eat 
poetiy^  or  noble  «ong>  is  adverse  to  any  abuse  of  the 
:passion£i — even  that  which  seems  most  coneemied 
with  the  passions.  For  all  that  is  great  in  idea^  thftt 
insistB  upon  men's  attention^  does  so  by  ian  appeal^ 
expressed  or  implied,  to  the  infinite  within  him  and 
aaround  Mm.  In  geneca^  vice  seizes  hold,  not  of  the 
passionate,  so  mudi  as  of  the  cold  and  vacant  mind. 
On  this  account  education  and  cultivation  ar6  ;to  be 
looked  upon  as  potent  remedies.  The  heavy  plough- 
boy  -who  (lounges  along  in  that  listless  manner  has  a 
mind  which  moves  witii  a  rapidity  that  bears  no  rela- 
tion to  that  outward  heaviness  of  his.  That  mndwiU 
be  fed  ;  will ;  consume  all  about  it,  like  oxygen,  if  new 
^cmghts  and  aspirations  are  not  given  it"  ^  What  I 
mean  is  this — ^do  not  let  us  merely  t^aeh  our  young 
people  to  read  and  write,  and  then  dropping  these 
young  people  at  the  most  dangerous  age,  provide  ik) 
amusements,  emaible  them  to  carry  on  no  elevating 
pTursuits,  throw  open  no  refinements  of  life  to  theni^ 
aoad  leave  them  to  the  pot-house  and  their  sordid 
homes." 

These  noble  and  generous  thoughts  have  found  a 
practical  application  in  the  l^islation  of  our  Com- 
monwealth ;  always  the  pioneer  in  every  movement 
to  elevate  humanity ;  and  to  you,  gentlemen  is  it 
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tming,  that  Tre  now  include  among  our  Public  Insti- 
tuticms  one  that  in  an  eminent  degree,  fulfills  the 
idea  bo  eloquently  and  powerfully  set  forth. 

Our  Free  Public  library  is  one  of  that  series  of  in- 
Btnimentalities  which  the  people,  in  the  exercise  of  a 
clear  perception  of  their  wants  and  their  duties,  have 
ordained  to  exists  as  the  means  of  an  enlightened 
culture,  and  for  ihe  attainment  of  that  moral  and  in- 
tellectual eleTation  in  which  communities  and  in- 
dividuals are  to  find  happiness  and  safety. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  our  city  were  prepared  to 
embrace  the  opportunity  thus  created  for  Self-Culture, 
is  apparent  fi*om  the  facts  before  stated.  The  num- 
ber who  have  visited  the  Library  is  unexpectedly 
and  encouragingly  large.  To  these  nothing  need  be 
said  to  induce  them  to  continue  their  attendance. 
They  have  found  both  pleasure  and  profit  by  a 
participatuHL  in  the  advantages  it  affords. 

To  those  who  have  not  yet  availed  themselves  of 
this  pleasant  and  potent  means  of  recreation  and  en- 
joyment, the  trustees  would,  on  behalf  of  the  City 
Council,  extend  an  invitation  to  visit  liie  library  and 
partake  of  its  benefits.  To  the  youth  of  our  city, 
eiapeciaUy,  are  the  rooms  of  our  library  recommended, 
«s  a  place  of  pleasant  resort  and  agreeable  recreation ; 
and,  as  aflfording  the  most  valuable  aid  in  their  efforts 
after  improvement  and  self-culture.  Upon  its  shelves 
and  upon  its  tables  is  to  be  found  the  treasured  wis- 
dom of  the  past  and  the  present,  and  that  genial,  and 
elevating  literature  which  gives  relfreshment  to  the 
toilers  in  body  and  mind,  and  which  affords  valuable 
aid  in  the  great  work  of  forming  ihe  character  and 
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improving  the  heart.  Pleasures  which  leave  no  sting 
behind  can  there  be  enjoyed ;  and  they  will  find^  as 
thousands  have  found  'before  them,  that  a  sound 
growth,  in  all  that  constitutes  true  manliness  of  cha- 
racter, is  promoted  by  a  devotion  of  a  portion  of  their 
time  to  healthy  intellectual  pursuits. 

Although  no  intimations  have  reached  the  trustees, 
that  the  Council  have  believed  that  any  unnecessary 
delay  has  taken  place  in  opening  the  library,  it  may 
not  be  improper  for  them  to  place  before  you  a  brief 
statement  of  their  labors,  that  you  may  be  satisfied 
that  the  work  has  been  carried  forward  as  fast  as  its 
nature  and  extent  would  permit 

The  time  required  to  prepare  the  room  for  the 
books,  and  the  books  for  the  people,  has  exceeded  the 
calculations  of  the  trustees.  But  more  time  has  been 
required  because  they  found  more  labor  to  be  per- 
formed. The  amount  of  labor  demanded  of  them 
was  found  to  be  much  greater  than  was  expected, 
when  they  entered  upon  the  duties  they  were  called 
upon  to  discharge. 

In  the  work  of  organizing  a  Pioneer  Institution, 
like  our  Free  Public  Library,  but  little  aid  could  be 
obtained  from  the  labors  of  others.  No  such  institu- 
tion as  that  whose  first  Report  is  now  submitted  to  the 
government  of  our  city,  has  ever  thrown  open  its 
doors  to  the  public  in  this  or  in  any  other  country. 
Ours  is  the  first  Free  Public  Library,  and  being  such, 
a  task  has  devolved  upon  the  trustees,  whose  difl&culty 
and  magnitude  have  been  but  imperfectly  under- 
stood. That  task  they  have  performed  according  to 
the  best  of  their  ability.    Had  it  been  assigned  to 
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others^  doubtless  it  might  have  been  performed  better 
and  quicker,  but  the  Trustees  find  no  reason  to  charge 
themselves  with  any  lack  of  zeal  or  industry  in  the 
discharge  of  the  important  trust  committed  to  them 
by  the  City  Council. 

It  was  not  until  some  time  in  November,  that  the 
rooms  now  occupied  by  the  Library  were  prepared 
for  its  reception.  Since  that  time  all  its  fixtures 
have  been  prepared,  and  its  furniture  provided.  Five 
thousand  five  hundred  volumes  of  books  procured 
from  the  Social  Library  have  been  each  carefully  ex- 
amined. More  than  four  hundred  volumes  have  been 
sent  to  the  binders,  finished  and  returned.  Between 
five  and  six  thousand  volumes  have  been  numbered, 
covered,  lettered,  stamped  and  labelled.  Bules  and 
Regulations  have  been  prepared  for  the  government 
and  guidance  of  the  Trustees,  the  Librarian,  the 
takers  of  books  and  the  visitors  to  the  rooms.  Forms 
have  been  prepared  to  facilitate  the  taking  and  ex- 
changing of  books.  Forms  for  blank-books  have  been, 
with  great  labor  arranged,  for  the  registry  of  the 
accessions  to  the  Library ;  for  a  journal  of  all  deliv- 
eries of  books  taken ;  and  a  record  of  the  names  of 
all  the  takers ;  and  the  several  books  manufactured 
and  received.  To  accomplish  all  this,  involved  an 
amount  of  labor,  but  little  understood  except  by  those 
who  have  been  engaged  in  similar  undertakings. 
The  Trustees  have  no  desire  to  magnify  either  the 
extent  or  importance  of  their  labors — ^they  are  only 
solicitous  that  those  who  have  delegated  to  them  this 
important  trust,  should  be  satisfied  that  they  have 
not,  either  through  indifference  or  neglect^  failed  to 
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come  up  to  that  measure  of  attention  and  effort  im- 
plied in  its  acceptance.    ' 

The  Trustees  have  already  placed  before  the  pub- 
lic, an  abstract  of  the  rules  they  have  instituted  to 
regulate  the  taking  of  the  books  and  their  use  at 
the  Library  rooms.  By  a  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment of  the  Trustees  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  founda- 
tion they  have  laid  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by 
those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  founded,  is  of  the  most 
liberal  and  comprehensive  character.  The  regular 
tions  for  the  use  of  the  books  arid  other  property, 
both  in  and  away  from  the  library-room,  are  in  accor- 
dance with  the  all-embracing  principle  which  gov- 
erned the  legislature,  when  it  gave  the  sanction  of 
law  to  this  form  of  aiding  in  tiie  education  of  the 
people,  and  in  harmony  with  that  enlightened  muni- 
cipal action  which  gave  to  our  citizens  the  benefit  of 
the  statute.  A  library  has  been  opened  for  the  peo- 
ple, a  librarj''  accessible  to  all ;  the  benefits  of  which^ 
to  those  who  have  attained  to  a  suitable  age,  are  as 
free  as  the  highway  to  the  traveller,  as  the  public 
school  to  our  children  and  youth. 

With  a  plan  of  delivery  and  use  thus  free  and 
comprehensive,  it  must  be  obvious  to  all,  that  the 
operations  of  the  library  can  only  be  sustained  by  a 
most  rigid  observance  of  the  rules  which  have  been 
made  for  its  government  It  cannot  exist  for  any 
useful  purpose,  unless  there  shall  be  a  prompt  compli- 
ance on  the  part  of  all  who  visit  the  rooms  or  become 
takers  of  the  books,  with  the  rules  which  have  been 
established  for  the  safety  of  the  property  and  its  pro- 
fitable employment.    The  rules  must  be  observed,  or 
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disorder,  decay  and  dissolution  will  soon  attend  upon 
tiiis  enlightened  and  praiseworthy  effort  to  open  to 
the  people  the  avenues  to  a  more  extensive  and  ge- 
nial culture.  The  property  belongs  to  the  city ;  it 
must  be  cared  for  and  preserved — ^in  its  use,  all  have 
equal  rights  which  will  be  infringed  upon,  if  any  fail 
promptly  to  return,  within  the  specified  time,  the 
books  they  may  have  taken.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  a  double  responsibility  resting  upon  all 
who  visit  the  rooms  of  the  city  library  and  become 
takers  of  its  books.  The  trustees  would  earnestly 
and  confidently  express  the  hope,  that  this  responsi- 
bility will  be  deeply  felt,  and  that  every  one  will 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  institution  cannot  be  sustained, 
unless  there  shall  be  found  a  hearty  co-operation  on 
the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the  enforcement  of 
the  regulations  which  have  been  instituted  for  its 
safe  and  profitable  management.  It  is  with  great 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  that  the  trustees  are  ena- 
bled to  state,  that  if  the  future  is  to  be  judged  by 
the  limited  experience  of  the  past,  on  this  account 
there  is  no  ground  for  apprehension.  Our  books 
have  been  carefully  used  and  promptly  returned,  and 
the  most  perfect  decorum  has  marked  the  conduct 
of  the  visitors  to  the  rooms. 

A  copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations  which  have 
been  prepared  by  the  trustees  for  the  government 
of  the  library  is  herewith  submitted,  making  a  part 
of  the  appendix  to  this  report  The  trustees  would 
respectfully  express  the  hope,  that  they  will  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
The  plan  of  management  has  been  prepared  with 
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much  labor,  and  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  render 
it  convenient  and  eflBcient  But  they  would  again 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  they  have  de- 
rived but  little  assistance  from  the  labors  of  others. 
It  has  already  been  remarked,  that  ours  is  a  pioneer 
undertaking.  Such  being  the  case,  no  one  can  sup- 
pose that  the  labors  of  its  managers  in  framing  rules 
for  its  government  will  be  found  in  every  respect 
perfect  Experience  will,  no  doubt,  show  the  neces- 
sity for  many,  it  may  be  for  important  modifications. 
Thus  far  they  have  met  all  the  exigencies  of  our  ex- 
perience, and  at  present  no  necessity  appears  to  exist 
for  a  change. 

Of  the  appropriations  which  have  been  made  by 
the  Council  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  the  library,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents  have  been  ex- 
pended, leaving  a  balance  of  sixteen  hundred  and 
nineteen  dollars  and  twenty-four  cents  at  the  disposal 
of  the  trustees.  This  includes  the  whole  of  the  last 
appropriation  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  which  is  to 
be  exclusively  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books. 
As  before  remarked,  preparations  have  already  been 
made  for  making  the  purchases  contemplated  by  this 
appropriation,  and  the  books  will  soon  be  added  to 
our  collection. 

An  abstract  of  the  expenditures  of  the  board  to 
this  date,  will  be  found  annexed. 

No  part  of  the  trustees'  duties  have  been  attended 
with  more  trouble  or  solicitude  than  the  selection  of 
a  room  for  the  accommodation  of  the  library.  Its 
situation  was  to  be  central,  and  its  arrangements  con- 
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venient,  while  at  the  same  time  the  preservation  of 
the  property  from  fire  waa  a  subject  of  much  anxiety. 
No  place^  combining  all  these  desirable  qualifications 
could  be  found ;  and  none  that  seemed  in  any  re- 
spect calculated  for  our  purpose  at  a  reasonable  rent, 
was  to  be  obtained. 

After  much  examination  and  delay,  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  with  Messrs.  Tappan  &  Chase  to  pre- 
pare a  suit  of  rooms  expressly  for  our  use.  On  the 
first  of  Novegiber  they  were  ready.  They  occupy  a 
portion  of  the  second  story  of  Perkins'  building,  so 
called,  on  Union  Street,  near  Purchase,  and  are  both 
central  and  convenient.  They  were  obtained  on  a 
lease  of  three  years,  with  the  privilege  of  extending 
it  to  five,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
dollars.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  property  is,  in 
its  present  location,  greatly  exposed  to  destruction 
by  fire.  But  it  was  supposed  that  it  was  better  to 
meet  that  objection  by  a  policy  of  insurance,  than 
to  place  the  library  in  an  inconvenient  situation. 
Two  thousand  dollars  are  now  insured  on  the  pro- 
perty, and  the  sum  will  shortly  be  increased. 

It  gives  the  trustees  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
lay  their  first  report  before  the  Council  under  cir- 
cumstances of  So  much  encouragement  Our  library 
has  become  one  of  the  Institutions  of  the  city,  and 
under  the  continued  patronage  of  the  city  govern- 
ment which  wiU  doubtless  be  extended  to  it,  it  is 
destined,  we  most  confidently  believe,  to  be  one  of 
the  most  popular  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  useful 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  J.  ROTCH,  Mayor,  Pres't  Board  Trustees. 

A.  J.  PHIPF8,  Seeretarj.  Habcb  S»,  1868; 
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AN    ACT 

TO  AUTHORISI?  CITIES  AND  1*0 WKS  TO  EStABLISH  AND 
MAIKTAIN  PUBUC  PREAHIE8> 


Be  U  enacted  by  ike  Senate  and  Bouse  of  RepresentaHves 
astembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Any  city  or  town  of  tWs  CommoniM^eiltti 
is  hereby  authorized  to  establish  and  maintain  a  pabBc 
library  within  the  same,  with  or  withoat  branches^,  fgr^^ 
use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  to  |N^vide  siiMMU^ 
rooms  therefor,  under  such  regulations  for  the  gov^nfMPMftl 
of  said  library  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  preB€»*iJB^by 
the  City  Council  of  such  city,  or  the  inbcibitants  of  js^\k 
town* 

8bc«  2»  Any  city  or  town  may  appropriate  f^  i$fe  • 
foundation  and  commencement  of  such  library^  i|s  fifo99<* 
said,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  for  each  of  Us  f<»l$^ 
ble  polls,  in  the  year  next  preceding  that  in  whieh  0Wh 
appropriation  shall  be  made ;  and  may  also  apprppfifrtf 
annually,  for  the  maintenance  and  lacreaoe  ofsuchlibflMiyy 
a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  cents  for  each  of  }t# 
ratable  polls,  in  the  year  next  preceding  that  in  whioh 
such  appropriation  shall  be  mader 

Sbc*  3.  Any  town  or  city  may  receive  in  its  corpqiile 
capacity  and  hold  and  managei  any  devise,  be^ue^t^or 
donation,  for  the  establiahmenti  increaise,  or  maint^n^ne^' 
of  a  public  library  within  the  same, 

[Approved  by  the  Governor^  May  34, 1851.] 
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AN    ORDINANCE 

FOR  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  AND  GOVERNBfEyT  OF  A  FBEE 
PUBLIC  LIBRART. 


6e  it  ordained  by  the   City   Council  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford^  ai  follows  : 

ftsc.  1.  There  shall  annually  be  chosen  by  the  City 
CMuiicil  in  convention,  by  ballot,  in  the  month  of  April, 
or  <te  soon  after  as  may  be  convenient,  three  persons,  who, 
together  with  the  Mayor,  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil|  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction  for  the  time  being,  shall  constitute 
a  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the 
city  of  New  Bedford,  who  shall  hold  their  office  for  the 
current  municipal  year,  and  until  others  are  chosen. 

Sec  2.  All  monies  now  or  hereafter  appropriated  for 
said  library  shall  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  said 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  full  power  to  expend  the  same 
in  the  purchase  of  such  books  as  they  may  select,  and  in 
meeting  all  the  expenditures  for  the  establishmeht,  sup- 
port and  best  efficiency  of  said  Institution. 

Sec  3.  Said  Trustees  shall  have  full  power  to  ^ppt^int 
a  Librarian,  and  all  subordinate  officers  that  may  be 
deemed  by  them  expedient, — ^to  fix  the  salaiy  of  the  same, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Library,  and 
the  same  to  remove  at  pleasure. 
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Sec.  4.  They  shall  also  have  full  power  to  make  any 
and  all  needful  and  suitable  regulations  concerning  said 
Library  and  the  use  thereof,  subject  to  alteration  at  any 
time  by  vote  of  the  City  Council. 

Sec.  5.     Said  Trustees  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  ' 
March,  lay  before  the  City  Council  a  detailed  report  of 
their  doings  and  of  the  condition  of  the  Library. 


*  In  Common  Council,  August  9, 1852. 

Passed  to  be  ordained. 

MATTHEW  HOWLAND, 

President  of  the  Common  Council 

In  Board  op  Aldermen,  August  16, 1808L 
Passed  to  be  ordained. 

WILLIAM  J.  BOTCH,  Mayor. 
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COPY, 

OF  THIS'  FROt^EDINCS  tff  THE  PfilOFKlETOllS  01^  Tttt 
SOCIAL  LIBRARY  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  TRANSFER  OF 

^m^  SAKE  TO  T^  prrr  of  f^vf^  Bedford. 


*^  Wherea,t  Uncl^  the  niHiiori^  of  the  Laws  of  this 
Qiowxi^wwealthy  the  City  Coiii^cil  has  made  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  eatablishment  of  a  Public  Library,  and  it  is 
understood  to  be  the  intention  of  the  City  Government 
t^MliDttQiB  itfid  auj^ort  «aid  P^bUG  librfiry  in  a  condi- 
tion creditable  to  the  city  and  useful  to  the  inhabitants, 
bj  making  an  annual  appropriation  for  its  support, — and 

Whereas,  the  Proprietors  of  the  New  Bedford  Social 
Library  believe  that  the  purposes  for  which  this  Library 
was  established  will  now  be  best  promoted  by  placing  it 
at  the  disposal  of  the  City  Grovernment,  to  be  made  a 
part  of  said  Public  Library,  therefore. 

Voted,  That  the  Directors  of  this  Library,  to  wit, 
Thomas  B.  White,  Thos.  A.  Greene,  and  John  P.  Emer- 
son, together  with  Oliver  Prescott  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  authorised  to  transfer  and  convey  to  the  city  of  New 
Bedford  for  the  purposes  of  the  Public  Library,  all  the 
books,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  and  other  property  now  be- 
longing to  the  Proprietors  of  the  Social  Library — ^provi- 
ded|  however,  that  no  such  transfer  shall  be  made  unless 
the  following  stipulations  shall  make  a  part  thereof,  and 
be  duly  set  forth  in  the  deed  of  conveyance : 
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Ist  That  the  snin  of  six  hundred  dollars  be  paid  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Library ; — ^2d.  That  if  at  any  time 
after  the  transfer,  the  City  Grovernment  shall  refuse,  or 
neglect,  to  support  and  maintain  the  Public  Library,  all 
the  books  and  other  property  then  remaining  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  dty,  which  may  have  been  transferred  by 
virtue  of  these  proceedings,  shall  revert  back  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Social  Library,  their  successors  or  assigns, 
to  be  disposed  of  as  they  may  deem  proper  ;  Sd.  That 
the  non-resident  proprietors  shall  be  permitted  to  use  the 
PnbUc  Library,  with  the  same  privileges  as  the  citisens 
of  New  Bedford* 

N.  B.  8.  LiBRABT  Room,  July  26, 1852. 
A  true  copy. 

Attest :  EDWARD  F ALES,  Clerk. 


EXPENDITURES  ON  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  FREE 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY  TO  MARCH  31, 1853. 

Books  and  Periodicals.  $902.53 
Fitting  up  room  and  furniture,  induding 

rent  for  6  months,  to  May»  1853.  431iS5 

Labor  covering  books,  including  paper,  tec  88.94 

Blank-books.  68.62 

Insurance  $2000  one  year.  63.37 

Coal,  gas,  cleaning,  &c.  26.96 

Removing  books.  17«60 

Personal  expenses  of  Trustees  and  Librarian.  12.84 

$1,612.31 
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BULBS  AND  REGULATIONS  ESTABIJSHED 
BY  THE  BOARD  OP  TRUSTEES. 


ABTICLB  I. 

The  Mayor  of  the  city  ahsjl  be  Fre^d^  of  .^  iP^wrd 
•^f  Trasteetk 

^TICLS  IL 
The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  meet  on  the  first.  Moadi^ 
of  each  month. 

ARTICLE  m. 
I^  the  ajyefiuce  of  the  Pr^si^en^  #  lu^duqj  o^c^  irtii)l 
|be  clipsen  for  the  meeting. 

Atmax  IV. 
1 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  board,  after  the  adoption 
of  these  regulations,  and  thereafter  annually  in  the  month 
pt  May  ftt  tbe  Bajme  tame  Wiethe  Stamdfing  Commfiteesi 
«.  G^eA  shall  be  elected  by  baUd^  ^bo  shttll  be  a  fnenoihir 
of  iMw4>Mvd 
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2 

Should  a  vacancy  occur,  it  shall  be  filled  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  board  thereafter. 

3 

The  Clerk  shall  keep  a^record  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  Trustees,  and  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  papers  be- 
longing to  the  Trustees,  which  he  shall  keep  in  a  suitable 
trunk,  marked  '<  City  Library." 

4 

Whenever  Special  Meetings  are  called,  all  members  of 
the  board  shall  be  notified  of  the  time  and  jdace  by  writ* 
ten  notice  sent  to  their  several  places  of  abode  by  the  City 
Messenger. 

5 

Should  the  President  be  absent  at  any  meeting,  the  Clerk 
shall  call  the  meeting  to  order,  and  preside  at  the  choice 
of  a  President  pro  tenu 

6 

The  President  shall,  when  requested  by  any  member  of 
the  board  in  writing,  call  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  and 
such  request  shall  state  the  object  for  which  the  meeting 
is  called. 

7 

In  case  the  Clerk  shall  be  absent,  a  member  shall  be 
named  by  the  President  to  perform  his  duties,  and  the 
record  made  by  the  substitute  shall  be  signed  by  him  and 
placed  on  file,  and  a  copy  thereof  entered  by  the  Clerk  on 
the  records  of  the  board. 

ABTICLE  V. 

,  Should  there  be  a  meeting  at  which  both  President  ^nd 
Clerk  shall  be  absent,  any  member  may  call  the  meeting 
to  order  and  preside  while  a  president  pro  tern,  is  chotfen. 
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ABTICLE  YI. 
The  Standing  Committees  of  the  board  shall  consist 
of  three  members,  and  shall  be  as  follows  9 

1.  On  the  Idbrary- 

2.  On  the  Bdilding. 

3.  On  Accounts* 

It  shaU  be  the  duty  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Library,  to  see  that  the  regulations  of  the  board  in  rela- 
tion to  the  books,  pamph^etsi  periodicals,  &c»,  under  their 
charge,  are  strictly  complied  with* 

2 

To  purchase  all  books,  which  the  board  may  decide  to 
add  to  the  Library. 

3 

To  recommend  to  the  board)  from  time  to  time,  the 
purchase  of  such  books  and  a  subscription  to  such  peri-* 
odicals,  as  they  may  consider  it  advantageous  to  the  pub* 
lie  to  have  added  to  the  library. 

4 

To  direct  in  the  relation  to  the  binding  of  books,  and 
the  preparation  of  books  of  the  library  for  circulation* 

6 
To  see  that  proper  books  and  forms  are  prepared  for  the 
use  of  the  Librarian  as  follows— ^to  wit : 

1.  A  catalogue  of  all  the  books  in  the  library : 

2.  A  record  of  all  the  accessions  to  the  library,  either  of 
books,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  maps,  manuscripts,  pictures,  sta* 
tnary  or  any  other  article ;  which  recoid,  under  the  date  of 
reception,  shall  set  forth  the  following  facts  in  relation  to  all 
such  accessions. 

1.  How  procared— by  pnrcliase,  stating  eost— donation— loca* 
4.  If  a  donation,  from  whom. 
3.  If  loaned,  on  what  condition. 
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4.  If  ft  book,  or  pamphlet,  the  iMiofo  tkia  ] 

1.  If  ft  periodicft],  it8  deslgnfttJon  ftnd  dftta. 

a.  If  ft  manascript,  the  sabject  ftnd  oftme  of  writer. 

7.  The  number  by  Which,  (if  ft  book,)  it  is  to  be  designated  in  the  librftryt 
ftttd  the  class  or  department  in  which  it  is  to  be  amuiged  apoa  the  aheWesHif 
the  library  j  also  its  size. 

3.  A  LEDGER,  with  a  suitable  alphabet  for  ebteriug  the  names 
of  all  persons  who  may  take  books  from  the  libmry  in  which,  in 
cmtie&iian  with  the  names  of  such  persons,  shall  be  enteiM 
the  datfe  Mrhen  the  book  was  taken,  the  number  of  the  boolr, 
tll«i  date  of  its  retHrn  and  the  amount  of  any  fine,  which  tsmf 
have  been  incurred  for  a  rioiation  of  the  rules  of  the  boaid ; 
and  any  other  books  which  may  be  in  their  judgment  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  of  the  library,  and  that  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  it,  may  be  at  all 
times  readily  obtained. 

6 
Annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  to  make  an  exam* 
ination  of  the  library  and  report  to  the  board  its  existing 
condHion;  giving  a  detailed  list  of  the  books  which  may  , 
be  missing,  and  to  whom,  if  entered  upon  the  ledger,  they 
were  severally  delivered,  and  setting  forth  any  other  facts 
ifi^  rdatioct  to  the  library  which  it  may  be  profitable  for 
trustees  to  be  made  acquainfed  with# 

7 
1»  The  standing  committee  on  the  buildings  shall  have 
charge  of  the  room  or  rooms  in  which  the  property  of  the 
library  is  contained. 

2.  They  shall  attend*  to  the  lighting,  warming  and  vea- 
tilating  the  rooms.  It  shall  be  their  duty,  in  connection 
with  the  Committee  on  the  library,  to  direct  in  relation  to 
all  fixtures  for  the  arrangement  of  the  books  and  for  tbe 
accommodation  of  visitors  to  the  rooms ;  and  they  ahaU 
take  aH'  such  measures  as  may  be  found  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  books  and  other  property  of  the 
library. 
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U  The  conwutlee  os  Mtt>tiottf  abafl  ebtaninl^  lil  liHItf 
bcooght  agsciBst  tbecifty  for  expeadiinreB  ooimebtedl  wtb 
thalibraiy.  They  shatt  see  thftt  thej  aie  in  accotoebiAcir 
witii  the  votes  of  the  bofttfd  and  that  they  aie  oDSMBtfgr 
^atedi  No  billfr  shfldl  be  allowed  by  the  boatd  that  tOmHf 
not  in  the  fint  plaee  have  be^m  eir^minsd  by  idid  isotoMl^ 
tee,  and  approved  by  theirl  un  writing. 

2.  They  shall,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  keep  a 
record  of  all  bills  approved  by  them,  and  shall,  whenever 
dttMl  xxpdn  by  the  board  tftake  a  statement  of  the  cdndi- 
tiM  tf  «e  fona  aft  ib  dispoda!. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

I 

NV>  book  shaD  be  purchased  without  the  authority  of 

the  board,  lieither  shall  any  periodical  be  subscribed  for 

without  the  same  authority ;  and  before  any  book  which 

may  have  been  presented  to  the  library  shall  be  placed  on 

the  shelves  it  must  be  approved  by  the  board  at  a  regular 

meeting  thereof.  ' 

3 

No  pamphlet,  picture  or  article  of  statuary  shall  bc' 

placed  in  the  rooms  of  the  library  until  it  shall  have  been 

examined  by  the  committee  on  the  library  and  approved 

bfrAeni. 

ARTICLE  VUL 

All  the  standing  committees  shall  be,  at  all  times,  under 
the  direction  and  control  of  the  board,  and  no  expenditure 
e9(ceeding  twenty  dollars  shall  be  made  by  either  commit* 
tf^,  without  ^e  sanction  of  the  board  at  a  regular  meeting. 

ARTICLE  IX. 
The  standing  committees  shall  be  elected  immediately 
u^tt  the  adoptioil  ot  these  ililes  of  government,  and 
thereafter  sinnuafiy  iii  the  month  of  May,  at  the  same 
meeting  that  shafl  be  appointed  for  the  choice  of  clerk } 
bttir  vacancies  may  be  filled  at  any  regular  meeting. 
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ABTICI.E  X. 
'  Annually  in  the  month  of  February,  a  committee  shall 
be  appointed  to  prepare  the  annual  report  of  the  boaxd 
of  trustees  to  the  city  government;  which  report,  after 
having  been  approved  by  the  board,  and  signed  by  the 
president' and  clerk,  shall  be  entered  in  full  upon  the  re* 
cord  of  the  board  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  president 
to  be  laid  before  the  city  council. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

The  trustees  shall,  as  soon  after  the  adoption  of  these 
rules  as  may  be,  appoint  a  libraiiant  and  fix  upon  the 
salary  to  be  allowed  that  officer. 

Thereafter,  annually,  in  the  month  of  May,  at  the  same 
meeting  when  the  standing  committees  and  clerk  shall  be 
chosen,  a  librarian  shall  also  be  elected,  who  shall,  how- 
ever,  be  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  board. 

ABTIGLE  XU. 
1 
A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  board,  shall  be  a  quo- 
rum for  the  transaction  of  business;  but  any  number 
more  than  one,  may  adjourn  any  meeting. 

2 

All  committees  other  than  standing  committees  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  president. 

3 

Should  any  question  of  order  arise,  it  shall  be  decided 
by  the  president  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  the 
board  of  aldermen  in  analagous  cases. 

ARTICLE  xm. 
The  property  in  the  library  shall  always  be  kept  insured, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  report  to  the  board, 
not  less  than  one  month  previous  to  the  time  of  the  expi- 
ration of  any  policy  held  by  the  trustees,  the  exact  time 
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when  said  policy  sbidl  ex{^e,  and  to  cany  into  eifect  the 
instructions  of  the  board  in  relation  to  the  renewal  of  the 
same 

AETIGM  XIV. 

1 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  trustees  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  encourage  a  spirit  of  friendship 
and  liberality  among  our  citizens  towards  the  library, 

2 
They  shall,  in  such  manner  as  may  aeem  to  them  best 
calculated  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  maJke  ^KHn  'tune 
to  time  appeals  to  the  public  in  its  behalf  that  its  growth 
and  usefulness  may  be  promoted^  not  only  by  ihe  appro- 
priations of  the  municipal  government,  but  by  enlight- 
ened and  benevolent  friends  of  knowledge,  morality  and 
religion. 

3 
A  record  shall  be  kept  of  all  donations  to  the  library ; 
and  in  the  annual  report,  honorable  mention  shall  be 
made  of  all  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  its 
means.  J)onations  in  money  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the 
manner  designated  by  the  donors,  if  not  inconsistent  with 
the  purposes  of  the  library,  and  all  books  purchased  by 
means  thus  provided,  shall  be  marked  in  a  conspicuous 
manner  with  the  names  of  the  individuals  by  whose  lib- 
erality they  have  been  placed  upon  the  catalogue. 

<4 
All  books  presented  to  the  library  shall  have  the  name 
of  the  donor  conspicuously  placed  upon  them. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

The  following  regulations  shall  be  established  for  the 
admission  of  the, public  to  the  library,  and  the  circulation 
of  the  books  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  city. 
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LIBRARY  REGULATIONS. 

1 
The  library  shall  be  opened  every  day,  Sundays,  the 
Fourth  of  July,  Fast  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day,  Christmas 
and  New  Year's  day,  excepted. 

2 

The  rooms  shall  bfe  opened  from  April  to  August  inclu- 
sive from  eight  o'clock,  a.  m.  to  one  o'clock,  p.  M. — and 
from  three  o'clock  to  six  o'clock,  aaid  from  seven  o'clock 
to  nine  o'clock,  p.'  m. 

During  the  other  months  of  the  year,  they  shall  be 
opened  from  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.  to  one  p.  m.,  and  from  three 
to  six  and  from  seven  to  nine  o'clock,  p.  m. 

3 

All  persons  resident  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  and  all 
non-resident  proprietors  of  the  New  Bedford  Social  Li- 
brary at  the  date  of  its  transfer  to  the  city,  shall  be  enti- 
tied  to  the  privileges  of  the  library ;  subject,  however,  to 
the  operation  of  the  regulations  provided  for  its  govern- 
ment. 

4 

All  persons  sixteen  years  of  age  or  upwards  shall  have 
the  right  to  enter  the  library  rooms  during  the  hours  above 
designated,  and  of  reading  any  books  which  are  contained 
upon  its  shelves,  or  any  periodical  placed  upon  the  tables. 

No  conversation  above  a  whisper  shall  be  allowed  in 
the  room  or  rooms  devoted  to  reading. 

5 
All  persons  who  may  wish  to  exaniine  or  peruse  a  book 
at  the  library,  shall  enquire  for  the  same  of  the  librarian 
who  shall  procure  it  for  him ;  and  no  person  except  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  trustees  shall  lae  allowed  to  remove 
books  from  their  places  ,upon  the  shelves,  except  at  the 
discretion.of  the  libr^ian. 
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6 
Visitors  to  the  library,  shall  be  required  to  return  all 
periodicals  ^nd  papers  they  may  take  from  their  respective 
places,  and  shall  not  be  allowed  to  mutilate  or  in  any  way 
deface,  any  book,  pamphlet,  periodical  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  library, 

7. 
No  periodical  or  pamphlet  shall  be  taken  from  the 

library  until  bound  and  placed  upon  the  shelves^  and  no 

newspaper,  bound  or  unbound,  shall  be  removed  therefrom. 

8 

No  book  or  port-folio,  having  a  particular  place  pre- 
pared for  its  examination  by  reason  of  its  bulk,  shall  be 
removed  from  such  place  without  'the  permission  of  the 
librarian. 

9 

Should  any  person  having  the  privilege  df  visiting  the 
rooms  of  the  library,  violate  the  regulations  which  may 
be  instituted  for  securing  the  safety  of  the  city  property 
and  the  profitable  use  of  the  same  by  those  who  visit  them 
for  study  and  improvement,  he  or  she,  if  they  repeat  the 
offence  after  a  remonstrance  from  the  librarian,  shall  be 
denied  entrance  to  the  rooms  during  the  pleasure  of  the 

board. 

10 

The  names  of  aU  such  persons  shall  be  immediately 
communicated  by  the  librarian  to  the  standing  committee 
on  the  library,  and  their  decision  upon  each  case  shall  be 
conclusive,  until  the  pleasure  of'  the  trustees  shall  be  made 
known.  At  each  meeting  of  the  board,  said  committee 
shall  lay  before  the  trustees  all  such  cases  for  their  action 
thereupon. 

11 

The  books  of  the  library  shall  be  divided  by  the  trus- 
tees into  three  classes ; 
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1.  Books  for  perasal  at  the  room  and  for  circulation. 

2.  Books  for  pernsal  ut  the  rooms  only. 

2.  Boc^s  for  perusal  by  permission  of  the  troitees  only. 

12 

Books  of  the  first  class  shall  all  be  covered  with  thick 
paper  previous  to  their  being  taken  fipom  the  library,  hav* 
ing  the  title  and  number  plainly  written  on  the  back. 

New  books  of  this  class  shall  not  be  taken  from  the 
library  until  they  have  been  examined  by  the  committee 
on  the  library,  and  with  reference  to  such,  the  following 
arrangements  may  be  made  : 

1.  They  may  be  kept  in  a  section  of  the  library  by  them- 
selves. 
.  2.  They  may  be  kept  in  the  librcury  a  limited  time,  after  their 
introduction. 

3.  The  time,  they  may  be  retained,  by  those  who  take  them, 
may  be  less,  than,  it  is  for  the  books  generally. 

4.  When  the  time  allowed  for  the  retention  of  a  book  is  thus 
restrictedj  the  fact  shall  be  conspicuously  marked  on  the  cover. 

5.  Takers  may  be  restricted  from  re  taking  such  books  until 
all  other  applicants  for  the  same  shall  have  been  served. 

13 
All  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts  and  pictures  belong- 
ing to  the  library,  shall  be  plainly  inarked  with  the  words 

"  NEW  BEDFORD  CITY  LIBRARY," 
and  the  number  of  each  book  shall  be  written  on  the  in- 
side of  each  cover. 

14 

« 

All  persons  having  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  books  of 
the  library,  may  take  therefrom  any  book  belonging  to  the 
circulating  department,  subject  to  the  following  regula- 
tions and  restrictions : 

1.  One  volume  only  shall  be  taken  at  the  same  time,  and  no 
other  delivered  until  the  first  is  returned. 
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2.  Any  book  taken  from  the  library  may  be  kept  out  two 
weeks. 

15 

No  variation  shall  be  made  in  the  regulations,  as  to  the 
time  dming  which  books  may  be  retained,  except  with 
reference  to  i^w  books;  and  with  regard  to  auch|  the 
standing  committee  may,  if  they  think  proper,  keep  them 
in  the  library  for  a  limited  time,  not  to  exceed  one  mouthy 
and  may,  at  their  discretion,  limit  the  time  they  may  be 
kept  by  the  takers,  during  the  first  six  months. 

16 
Any  book  may  be  re-taken,  provided  no  application  has 
been  made  for  the  same  by  another  person  and  the  librae 
nan  requested  to  make  a  recoid  of  the  application. 

17 

No  book  shall  be  taken  from  or  returned  to  the  shelves 
but  by  the  librarian  or  his  assistants,  except  as  provided 
in  the  fifth  sab-division  of  this  article,  and  all  books  re- 
tnmed  to  or  used  in  the  library,  shall  be  placed  upon  a 
table,  that  they  may  be  examined  by  the  librarian  pre- 
vious to  their  being  replaced  in  proper  order  and  condi- 
tion upon  the  shelves. 

18 

Every  book  shall  be  returned  in  good  ord«r,  regard  be- 
ii^  had  to  the  reasonable  wear  thereo£ 

19 
To  secure  the  library  against  loss  and  injury,  and  to  all 
entitled  to  its  privileges,  an  equal  share  in  its  benefits,  the 
following  fines  and  forfeitures  shall  be  incurred  by  all  who 
violate  its  regulations. 

1.  For  retaining  a  book  beyond  the  time  limited  by  the  regu- 
lations as  follows : 
For  a  folioi  four  cents  a  day. 
For  a  qaarto,  three  cents  a  day. 
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For  an  octavo,  two  cents  a  day. 
For  all  smaller  books,  one  cent  a  day. 

2.  For  injuring  a  book,  the  actual  loss  sustained  by  the  library 
by  such  injury. 

3.  For  the  loss  of  a  book,  the  actual  damage  sustained  by  the 
library  ;  provided,  however,  that  if  the  book  lost  or  injured  be 
one  of  a  set,  the  person  accountable  may  replace  the  broken  set 
by  one  that  is  complete,  and  receive  the  remaining  volumes  aa 
his  property. 

4.  The  expense  of  sending  for  a  book  when  retained  beyond 

the  allowed  period. 

20 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  librarian,  within  four  days 
after  the  time  has  expired  allowed  for  the  retention  of  a 
book  from  the  library,  to  send  for  the  same  in  such  man- 
ner as  he  may  think  proper,  at  the  charge  of  the  person 
thus  improperly  retaining  the  book  in  his  possession. 

21 

The  standing  committee  on  the  library  shall,  in  all  cases, 
decide  questions  relating  to  the  damage  sustained  by  the 
library  by  the  loss  or  injury  of  books,  and  their  decision 
shall  be  final. 

22 

Any  book  kept  out  more  than  eight  weeks  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  lost;  and  the  person  accountable  shall  pay  for 
the  same,  and  all  fines  due  for  retaining  it  beyond  the  al- 
lowed period. 

23 

Every  volume  taken  from  the  library,  shall  be  delivered 
by  the  librarian,  who  shall,  previous  to  its  delivery,  enter 
the  same  by  its  number,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose, 
which  entry  shall  designate  the  name  of  the  person  taking 
the  book,  the  date  of  delivery  and  return,  together  with 
all  fines  and  forfeitures  of  every  description. 

24 
Every  book  intended  for  circulation,  shall  have  a  label 
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conspicuously  pasted  upon  the  cover,  which  shall  set  forth 
the  regulations  of  the  library  in  relation  to  the  time  it 
may  be  retained,  the  fines  for  a  violation  of  the  rules  in 
that  respect,  the  penalties  for  losing  or  injuring  the  books 
or  other  property  of  the  library,  and  any  other  information 
that  the  standing  committee  may  think  proper,  (in  this 
way,)  to  render  familiar  to  the  public. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

LIBRARIAN. 

1 

The  librarian  shall,  as  the  representative  of  the  trustees, 
have  charge  of  all  the  books  and  other  property  of  the 
library. 

2 

He  shall  maintain  order  in  the  rooms,  and  see  that  all 
the  regulations  and  instructions  of  the  trustees  are  fol- 
lowed, and  the  books,  pamphlets,  &c.,  of  the  library  are 
kept  in  good  order,  and  arranged  in  accordance  with  the 
plan  given  him  by  the  trustees  for  his  guidance. 

3 

The  librarian  shall,  either  by  himself  or  by  his  assis- 
tants, (such  assistants  having  been  approved  by  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the  library,  who  shall  not,  however,  serve 
as  such,  more  than  four  consecutive  weeks  without  the 
approbation  of  the  board,)  attend  at  the  library  during  the 
time  appointed  for  the  use  of  the  rooms  by  the  public, 
and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  in  relation  to  the  care  of 
the  rooms  and  the  delivery  and  reception  of  books,  set 
forth  in  these  regulations. 

4 

It  shall  be  considered  his  duty  not  only  to  do  this,  but 
he  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  trustees,  keep  all  such 
records  as  they  may  fix  upon  as  required  by  the  good  of 
the  institution.     He  shall  cover,  or  cause  to  be  covered,  all 
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die  books  belonging  to  the  oifcolatii^  department  of  the 
library,  and  shall  as  soon  as  may  be,  prepare  a  catalogue, 
fidl  and  complete,  of  all  the  book»  and  pamphlets  it  may- 
oontain. 

6 

At  every  monthly  meeting  of  the  trustees^  he  shall  place? 

before  them  a  statement  of  any  facts  in  relation  to  the 

affairs  of  the  library  that  he  may  consider  it  important  for 

them  to  know,  and  he  shall  particnlarly  lay  before  them. 

1.  A  list  of  aU  books  not  in  tlie  library  which  have  been 
called  for  duiing  the  next  preceding  calender  month,  showing 
the  number  of  applications  made  for  each  book. 

2.  A  list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  having  the  right  of  en- 
tering the  library  rooms  who  have,  while  there,  refused  to  con- 
duct themselves  in  accordance  with  the  mles  of/ the  institution, 
with  the  character  of  the  offence  of  each. 

3.  A  list  of  all  persons,  who  during  the  next  preceding  calen- 
der month,  have  subjected  themselves  to  either  fine  or  forfeiture 
by  a  violation  of  the  regulations  in  relation  to  the  time  of  keep- 
ing out  books  or  the  injury  or  loss  of  the  same. 

6 

The  librarian  shall  be  allowed  for  his  services,  four  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  and  no  allow- 
ance shall  be  made  for  the  services  of  assistants  or  for 
extra  labor,  unless  by  a  vote  of  the  board  upon  each  spe- 
cial claim  therefor. 

7 

His  shall  in  accordance  with  any  general  regulation  oi 
any  speeial  direction  of  the  boards  take  all  such  steps  aa 
may  be  required  to  collect  the  fines  and  forfeitures  of  the 
takers  of  books,  and  shall  keep  in  his  custody  all  pledges 
or  deposits  which  may,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 
of  the  board,  be  received  from  those  who  may  have  tc^en 
books  from  the  library. 

& 

He  shall  if  required'  by  tiie  trustees,  give  bond  with  sof- 
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fieieut  sureties,  in  such  sum  as  may  be  considered  reason- 
able for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

9 
He  shall  be  accountable  to  the  trustees,  for  all  the  pro- 
perty entrusted  to  his  care,  and  shall  abide  by  their  deci- 
sion in  all  cases,  where  books  or  other  property  may  be 
injured  or  missing,  as  to  the  degree  of  the  responsibility 
incurred  by  him  in  each  case. 

ABTICLE  XVIL 

Regulations  for  the  security  of  the  rights  of  the  inhabi- 
tants and  the  property  of  the  city. 

1 
The  character  of  the  institution  for  whose  profitable 
management  provision  is  made  in  these  regulations,  de- 
mands that  the  rule  of  admission  to  its  privileges  should 
be  as  comprehensive  as  possible. 

2 

At  the  same  time  the  usefulness,  and  it  may  be  added 
the  very  existence  of  the  library  depends  upon  the  recog- 
nition and  enforcement  of  such  a  degree  of  responsibility 
on  the  part  of  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  property 
of  the  city  contained  in  the  library,  as  shall  insure  its  care- 
ful use  and  its  prompt  and  safe  return. 

3 
All  adult  residents  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  privilege  of  taking  books  from  the  library. 

4 
They  may  be  taken  by  such  residents  in  person,  or  by 
written  order,  which  order  shall  designate  the  individual 
who  is  to  receive  the  book,  and  it  shall  be  delivered  to  no 
other  person — provided,  however,  that  no  general  order 
shall  be  given  except  to  a  minor,  who  shall  be  a  resident 
of  the  city — such  order  may  be  either  particular  or  gen- 
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eral — for  one  volume,  or  to  deliver  books  for  a  period  of 
time  ;  bnt  no  general  order  shall  extend  over  a  period  of 
more  than  twelve  months ;  and  all  such  orders  shall  ex- 
pire on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April  of  each  year,  and  shall 
be  considered  as  cancelled  upon  the  removal  of  either  of 
the  parties  from  the  city,  or  a  non-compliance  of  either 
with  the  regulations  of  the  library. 

5 

The  order  which  may  be  given  for  books,  shall  recog* 
nize  the  liability  of  the  drawer  for  all  acts  of  the  person 
in  whose  favor  the  order  may  be  given,  and  shall  be  in 
sudh  form  as  shall  be  prepared  by  the  standing  committee 
on  the  library  and  approved  by  the  trustees. 

6 
Every  person  who  takes  a  book  from  the  library  shall 
sign  a  receipt  therefor,  in  such  form  as  shall  be  prepared 
by  the  standing  committee  on  the  library,  and  approved, 
by  the  board ;  which  receipt  shall  contain  a  statement  of 
the  number  and  value  of  the  volume  tajcen,  and  shall  re- 
cognize the  obligation  of  the  taker  to  comply  with  all  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  library. 

7 

But  one  book  can  be  taken  out  by  any  person  at  a  time, 
except  under  certain  circumstances  hereafter  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

8 

Before  any  inhabitant  shall  be  allowed  to  take  a  book 
from  the  library,  he  or  she  shall  enter  into  an  engagement 
in  such  form  as  shall  be  prepared  by  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  the  library  and  approved  by  the  trustees,  recog- 
nizing in  the  most  ample  manner  their  obligation  to  com- 
ply with  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  trustees  for 
the  management  of  the  library ;  to  pay  all  fines  which 
may  be  incurred  for  retaining  books  beyond  the  allowed 
period — ^to  make  good  any  damage   sustained-  by  the 
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library  by  reason  of  injury  to,  any  book  or  other  property 
of  the  institution  while  in  their  possession — ^to  indemnify 
the  city  for  any  loss  by  a  failure  to  return  to  the  library 
any  book  which  may  be  taken  therefrom — and  to  be  in 
the  fullest  manner  responsible  for  the  acts  of  all  persons 
who  may,  either  by  assignment  or  otherwise,  stand  in  their 
places  as  takers  of  books  from  the  library  or  as  users  of 
the  property  of  the  city  at  the  librcury  rooms : — ^it  being 
the  object  and  extent  of  such  engagement  to  create  and 
recognize  a  legal  pecuniary  obligation  from  such  inhabi- 
tant to  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  when  by  the  operation 
of  the  regulation  instituted  by  the  trustees  for  the  govern- 
ment and  safety  of  the  library,  a  claim  shall  arise  which 
in  the  judgment  of  the  trustees  involves  a  pecuniary  for- 
feiture. And  such  engagement  shall  further  set  forth  the 
assent  of  all  such  inhabitants  to  such  regulations  as  may 
be  instituted  by  the  trustees  for  the  orderly  and  profitable 
management  of  the  library,  and  a  willingness  to  abide  by 
their  decision  in  all  cases  where  questions  may  arise  as  to 
the  proper  construction  to  be  put  upon  a  rule  or  as  to  the 
application  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  board  or  of 
oflScers  appointed  by  them  and  acting  under  their  author- 
ity. Provided,  however,  that  nothing  contained  in  this  or 
any  other  rule  or  regulation  instituted  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  library,  shall  take  from  the  trustees  the  right 
to  exercise  their  discretion  as  to  the  propriety  of  granting 
the  request  of  any  person  who  may  make  an  application 
to  take  books  from  the  library. 

9 
No  written  engagement  shall  be  required  from  any  in- 
habitant as  a  condition  for  the  privilege  of  visiting  the 
rooms,  reading  the  books  and  participating  in  all  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  the  use,  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations,  of  the  means  of  recreation,  study,  and 
improvement  there  collected ;  but  it  shall  be  considered 
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as  a  fimdamental  principle  in  the  management  of  the 
libraiy,  that  all  the  residents  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford 
of  sixteen  years  of  age  and  upwards,  shall  have  the  right 
with  no  other  restriction  but  an  implied  engagement  to 
observe  all  the  rules  of  the  government  of  the  institution, 
freely  to  participate  in  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  a  careful  use,  at  the  library-rooms,  of  whatever  may 
be  there  gathered  for  the  public  benefit 

But  such  right  to  the  use  of  the  public  property  con- 
tained in  the  library,  shall  confer  no  right  to  its  use  any 
where  but  at  the  library-rooms :  and  any  person  taking 
from  the  room  any  book,  pamphlet,  periodical,  manuscript, 
pictiure,  or  any  other  article  belonging  to  the  library  or 
within  the  custody  of  those  who  have  been  entrusted  with 
its  care  and  management,  without  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  librarian,  will  be  considered  as  having  un- 
warrantable possession  of  the  same,  and  as  liable  to  the 
application  of  a  legcJ  process  for  its  recovery. 

10 
All  residents  of  the  city  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  twenty-one  years,  and  all  residents  of  legal  ability  to 
enter  into  the  engagements  required  by  the  provisions  of 
the  eighth  sub-division  of  the  seventeenth  article,  who 
may  be  unwilling  thus  to  bind  themselves  to  a  compli- 
ance with  the  regulations  of  the  library,  may  take  books 
therefrom  upon  the  following  conditions. 

1.  Minors,  sixteen  years  of  age  and  upwards,  may  receive 
books  upon  the  order  of  any  inhabitant^  as  set  forth  in  the  fourth 
sub-division  of  the  seventeenth  article. 

2.  All  persons,  miners  included,  upon  making  a  deposit  in 
money,  of  a  sum  equal  in  value  to  the  book  taken,  including 
the  amount  of  any  fines  for  which  the  taker  may  be  liable,  at 
the  time,  when,  in  accordance  with  the  twenty-second  subdi- 
vision  of  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  library  regulations,  the  book 
shall  be  considered  as  lost    If,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
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which  the  book  taken  is  allowed  to  be  kept  it  shall  not  be  re- 
turned, the  money  deposited  shall  be  considered  as  forfeited  to 
the  use  of  the  library,  and  shall  not  be  restored,  except  at  the 
discretion  of  the  standing  committee  on  the  library  upon  the 
restoration  of  the  Tolnme  and  the  payment  of  all  the  library 
dues  of  every  description. 

3.  All  persons  who  may  deposit  with  the  librarian  any  book, 
or  books,  or  any  other  article  which  it  may  be  thought  desira^ 
ble  and  proper  to  add  to  the  libmry  as  a  permanent  acquisition, 
which  shall  be  considered  by  the  standing  committee  on  the 
library  as  of  equal  value  to  the  sum  of  money  that  would  be 
required  for  a  deposit  were  the  book  taken  out  under  the  precc' 
ding  regulation  ;  which  book,  or  books,  or  other  article  shall  be 
considered  in  like  manner  forfeited  to  the  libmry,  and  declared 
to  be  the  property  of  the  city  subject  to  the  discretion  of  the 
standing  committee  on  the  library  as  to  their  return  upon  the 
restoration  of  the  book  taken  and  the  payment  of  all  fines  and 
expenses. 

4.  No  property  of  the  foregoing  description  shall  be  taken  on 
pledge  from  a  minor,  unless  accompanied  with  a  written  declar- 
ation from  a  parent,  guardian,  master  or  mistress  or  employer, 
stating  the  fact  of  their  consent  to  such  deposit,  and  their  wil- 
lingness that  it  should  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  library 
under  the  operation  of  the  regulations. 

5.  All  books  or  other  articles  thus  left  upon  pledge,  shall  re- 
main two  days  in  the  custody  of  the  librarian  before  any  book 
shall  be  taken  by  the  depositor,  that  the  standing  committee  on 
the  library  may  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  same,  and 
affix  thereunto  such  a  value  as  shall  be  considered  proper. 

6.  Should  the  book  taken  by  any  depositor  of  money  or  pro- 
perty, belong-to  a  work  of  more  than  one  volume,  the  value  of 
the  deposit  required  shall  be  sufficient  to  cover  all  loss  of  every 
description  which  the  city  would  be  liable  should  it  not  be  re- 
turned, and  in  estimating  such  loss,  from  the  value  of  the  whole 
set,  together  with  all  fines  and  expenses,  shall  be  deducted  the 
set  with  one  of  its  volumes  lost,  or  so  damaged  as  to  be  unfit 
for  use ;  it  being  understood,  that  the  provision  set  forth  in  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


30  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

third  section  of  the  twenty-ninth  snb-division  of  the  fifteenth 
article  shall  be  applicable  in  all  such  cases. 

7.  For  all  money  or  other  property  thus  deposited,  the  libra* 
rian  shall  give  to  the  depositor  a  memorandum  in  such  form  as 
the  standing  committee,  with  the  approbation  of  the  trustees 
shall  direct,  setting  forth  the  amount  of  the  money,  or  if  in  pro- 
perty its  value  in  money,  thus  deposited,  which  memorandum 
shall  contain  a  condition  for  its  restoration  when  the  obligation 
it  was  intended  to  meet  shall  no  longer  exist.  An  account  of 
all  such  deposits  shall  be  kept  by  the  librarian  in  a  book  4cept 
for  that  purpose,  and  he  shall  every  day  lay  before  the  standing 
committee  all  deposits  of  books  requiring  a  valuation  by  them. 

8.  AH  l)ooks  thus  pledged,  shall  be  considered  as  special 
deposits,  and  shall  be  placed  in  a  paft  of  the  library  distinct  by 
themselves ;  and  no  such  book  shall  be  taken  from  the  library 
or  used  by  any  of  the  visitors  thereof.  Other  articles  deposked 
shall  be  kept  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  most  convenient ;  and 
it  shall  be  understood  that  by  receiving  any  such  deposit  no 
obligation  is  created  on  the  part  of  the  city  beyond  a  reasona* 
ble  and  proper  care  of  the  same  by  those  who  shall  have  the 
charge  of  the  library. 

11 
No  petson  shall  be  allowed  to  use  any  book  or  periodi- 
cal belonging  to  the  city  library  either  in  the  library  or  out 
of  it,  who  shall  not  have  paid  all  sums  which  may  be  due 
from  him  or  her  for  fines  or  forfeitures  or  assessed  dama- 
ges for  injury  or  loss. 

ARTICLE  XVIIL 
It  diall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees,  when  any  person 
under  the  operation  of  these  regulations  shall  have  be- 
come indebted  to  the  city,  to  take  all  proper  measures  for 
the  settlement  of  the  demand. 

ARTICLE  XIX 
Strangers  visiting  the  city,  may   have   access  to  the 
library-rooms   and  to  the  books,  &c.,  therein  contained, 
upon  the  introduction,  either  personally  or  in  writing  of 
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either  of  the  trustees  or  a  member  of  either  branch  of  the 
City  Council,  and  such  introduction  shall  entitle  such 
visitors  to  the  use  of  books,  &c.,  at  the  library-rooms  for 
the  period  of  four  weeks  from  and  after  its  date,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  rules  of  the  library. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

The  standing  committee  of  the  library,  may,  upon  the 

application  of  any  responsible  individual,  permit  such 

individual,  for  a  limited  time,  to  have  the  use,  either  in, 

or  out  of  the  library,  of  any  books  which  it  may  contain. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 
These  rules  and  regulations  may  be  amended  by  the 
votes  of  four  members  at  any  meeting  of  the  trustees ; 
but  no  such  amendment  shall  be  made  unless  at  the  meet- 
ing next  preceding,  the  proposed  amendment  shall  have 
been  read,  and  entered  upon  the  records,  and  information 
given  by  the  clerk,  in  the  words  of  the  record  of  the 
change  proposed,  to  every  member  of  the  board. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 

'  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen^  arid  the  Common  Council 

of  the  City  of  New  Bedford; 
Gentlemen  : 

In  the  Fifth  Section  of  the  Ordinance  for  the  establish- 
ment and  government  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  it  is 
provided,  that  the  Trustees  shall  annually,  in  the  month 
of  March,  lay  before  the  City  Council  a  detailed  Report 
of  their  doings  and  of  the  condition  of  the  Library. 

Li  accordance  with  this  r^ulation,  the  Trustees  of 
the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library  now  present  to 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  city  their  Second 
Annual  Report. 

When  the  First  Report  of  the  board  was  laid  before 
the  City  Council,  the  Library  had  been  but  three  weeks 
in  operation.  But  in  that  brief  period,  most  encour- 
aging evidence  had  been  given  that  the  institution  pro- 
mised to  be  useful  and  popular.  In  that  Report  the 
Trustees  say,  "  the  evidence  that  the  institution  has  met 
a  great  public  want,  and  that  its  establishment  is  in  a 
high  degree  satisfactory  to  the  people,  is  ample  and 
gratifying."     . 
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"  The  Library  has  been  opened  to  the  public  twenty- 
one  days.  During  that  short  period,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  ninety-one  books  have  been  taken  from 
the  Library,  by  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine  individ- 
uals. At  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  especially  in  the 
evening,  our  tables  are  surrounded  by  quiet  and  inter- 
ested readers.  A  striking  and  delightful  feature  of  our 
operations,  is  the  large  number  of  females  who  visit  the 
rooms  both  as  takers  of  our  books  and  readers  of  our 
periodicals.  Nearly  one^haJf  of  the  names  upon  our 
books  are  those  of  females.  The  convenient  location 
of  the  Library,  the  liberality  of  its  arrangements,  and 
the  quiet  and  decorum  which  pervade  the  place,  have 
attracted  thither  that  class  of  the  population  which 
has  hitherto  seldom  been  found  visiting  our  public 
libraries." 

It  gives  the  present  managers  of  the  Library  much 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  hopes  and  expec- 
tations set  forth  in  the  foregoing  extract  from  the  Re- 
port of  their  predecessors  have  been  fully  realized.  The 
promises  excited  by  the  three  weeks  experience  which 
they  communicated,  have  been  ftilly  realized  by  the 
results  of  the  twelve  months  operations  which  we  now 
lay  before  you. 

During  the  year,  ending  March  3d,  there  have  been 
taken  from  the  Library  twenty^two  thousand  siar  hundred 
and  seven  volumes,  by  tujenty^three  hundred  and  seventy^ 
three  different  takers. 

The  other  encouraging  and  interesting  facts  and  fea- 
tures which  the  brief  experience  of  the  former  board 
allowed  them  to  communicate,  our  more  extended  and 
enlarged  proceedings  permit  us  to  re-affirm  with  con- 
fidence Mid  satisfaction. 

Our  roomkS  continue  to  be  the  resort,  not  only  of  the 
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"  takers,"  but  also  of  the  readers  of  our  books ;  and  the 
choice  periodicals  which  are  found  upon  our  tables  are 
attracting  thither  a  large  number  of  our  population, 
particularly  the  young. 

The  proportion  of  females  who  avail  themselves  of 
this  new  and  most  welcome  source  of  rational  recreation, 
and  of  mental  and  moral  improvement,  continues  to  be 
large. 

It  is  a  most  gratifying  fact,  and  one  that  is  highly 
creditable  to  the  inhabitants  of  our  city,  that  during  the 
year,  no  indecorum,  no  breach  of  the  rules  for  main- 
taining order,  quiet,  and  neatness  in  the  rooms,  have 
interfered  with  their  pleasant  and  profitable  use  by  any 
portion  of  our  people. 

With  much  anxiety,  with  some  distrust,  and  with  a 
deep  sense  of  the  great  importance  belonging  to  the 
subject,  our  predecessors  in  office  directed  your  atten- 
tion, and  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  fact,  that 
an  institution,  founded  and  managed  upon  a  principle 
so  comprehensive  and  liberal  as  this,  could  have  no 
useful  or  protracted  existence  unless  sustained,  not  only 
by  the  liberality  of  the  city,  but  also  by  the  interested 
and  constant  efforts  of  all  participators  in  its  privileges, 
in  giving  efficacy  to  its  regulations.  In  their  report, 
they  thus  forcibly  present  the  considerations  which  de- 
mand of  the  public  this  constant  and  careful  regard  for 
those  rules  upon  the  observance  of  which  the  very  ex- 
istence of  the  Library  depends. 

"  With  a  plan  of  delivery  and  use  thus  free  and  com- 
prehensive, it  must  be  obvious  to  all,  that  the  operations 
of  the  Library  can  only  be  sustained  by  a  most  rigid 
observance  of  the  rules  which  have  been  made  for  its 
government.  The  rules  must  be  observed,  or  disorder, 
decay  and  dissolution  will  soon  attend  upon  this  en- 
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lightened  and  praiseworthy  effort  to  open  to  the  people 
the  avenues  to  a  more  extensive  and  genial  culture. 
The  property  belongs  to  the  city ;  it  must  be  cared  for 
and  preserved — ^in  its  use  all  have  equal  rights,  which 
will  be  infringed  upon  if  any  fail  promptly  to  return 
within  the  specified  time,  the  books  they  may  have 
taken.  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  there  is  a  double 
responsibility  resting  upon  all  who  visit  the  rooms -of 
the  City  Library  and  become  takers  of  its  books.  The 
Trustees  would  earnestly  and  confidently  express  the 
hope,  that  this  responsibility  will  be  deeply  felt,  and 
that  every  one  will  bear  in  mind,  that  the  institution 
cannot  be  sustained,  unless  there  shall  be  found  a 
hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  in 
the  enforcement  of  the  regulations  which  have  been 
instituted  for  its  safe  and  profitable  management." 

These  earnest  and  needful  cautions  and  exhortations 
are  not  now  revived  and  repeated,  because  they  have 
been  unheeded  by  those  who  have  visited  our  rooms 
and  taken  away  our  books. 

On  the  contrary,  to  an  extent  beyond  the  highest 
expectations  of  those  who  instituted  these  regulations, 
and  who  based  the  operations  of  the  library  upon  the 
most  comprehensive  plan,  the  rules  for  the  prompt  re- 
turn of  the  books  and  for  their  careful  use  have  been 
cheerfully  acquiesced  in,  and  observed. 

The  great  and  leading  feature  in  the  conception  and 
management  of  the  Library,  has  been,  by  the  experi- 
ence of  the  year  which  has  passed  since  its  opening, 
fully  established. 

The  records  of  our  Librarian  sustain  in  the  fullest 
manner  the  truth  of  the  idea  upon  which  the  action  of 
the  legislature  and  of  the  city  was  founded — that  a 
Library  could  be  so  managed,  as  to  admit  all  the  people 
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to  a  participation  in  its  benefits.  So  few  in  number 
are  the  books  missing  &om  our  shelves,  and  so  care- 
fully, in  general,  have  they  been  used  while  in  the 
hands  of  the  takers,  that  it  is  not  deemed  necessary, 
in  this  report,  to  give  in  detail,  the  very  few  instances 
in  which  the  regulations  of  the  Librarj'  have  been  vio- 
lated The  Trustees  would  agaui  express  thie  great 
satisfaction  with  which  they  lay  these  statements  be- 
fore the  City  CounciL  The  people  have  demonstrated, 
not  only  by  the  great  extent  to  which  the  books  have 
been  used,  but  also  by  their  heedfulness  in  the  use  and 
pimctual  return  .of  the  volumes  taken,  that  they  can 
be  reliably  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  property 
which  the  enlightened  liberality  of  the  public  has  set 
apart  for  their  recreation  and  improvement. 

Still  a  renewal  of  the  statements  and  cautions  of  the 
former  board  upon  this  important  point  may  not  be 
uncalled  for.  The  declaration  that  "  the  rules  must 
be  observed,  or  disorder,  decay  and  dissolution  will 
soon  attend  upon  this  enlightened  and  praiseworthy 
effort  to  open  to  the  people  the  avenues  to  a  more  ex- 
tensive and  genial  culture,"  cannot  be  too  often  or  too 
forcibly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  people.  Use 
Carefully,  Return  Promptly — ^these  are  the  two 
fundamental  rules  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  the 
Library  must  rest.  When  these  rules  shall  be  disre- 
garded, the  Library  must  cease  to  exist. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions established  by  the  former  board  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Library.  These  have  been  laid  before  you, 
and  printed  by  your  order.  They  are  contained  in  the 
appendix  to  the  first  report  of  the  Trustees,  and  to  that 
report  the  members  of  the  Council  who  may  desire  to 
become  acquainted  with  their  details  or  more  familiar 
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with  the  history  of  the  Library  are  respectfully  referred. 

Thus  have  we,  by  the  experience  of  a  period  long 
enough  to  confirm  every  anticipation  and  dispel  every 
doubt,  demonstrated  the  practicability  and  the  utility 
of  a  Free  Public  Library. 

To  repeat  the  words  of  the  former  board — ^'  Our 
Library  has  become  one  of  the  institutions  of  the  city.'* 

It  has  become  a  valuable,  and  will  soon  be  generally 
considered  as  an  indispensable  auxiliary  in  the  great 
work  of  popular  education. 

It  has  become  incorporated,  both  in  idea  and  in  fact, 
into  the  catalogue  of  subjects  demanding  the  fostering 
care  and  annual  support  of  the  municipal  government. 

Its  claim  for  such  attention  and  support,  are  found- 
ed upon  principles  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our 
republican  institutions. 

To  train  and  enlighten  the  public  mind  is  a  work 
to  which  a  liberal  portion  of  the  public  wealth  must 
be  devoted ;  and  as  being  in  harmony  with  this  idea, 
and  as  the  cap-stone  of  our  beautiful  system  of  public 
education,  the  Public  Library  has  claims  upon  all  whose 
aim  is  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare. 

Such  was  the  theory  when  the  work  was  begun  by 
the  State  and  completed  by  the  City — ^such  is  now  the 
fact^  demonstrated  by  our  experience,  and  placed  be- 
yond the  reach  of  doubt  or  cavil. 

Upon  the  minds  of  the  Trustees,  the  result  to  which 
we  have  arrived,  after  the  operations  of  the  year,  have 
produced  the  most  undoubting  conviction  that  the 
Free  Public  Library  is  an  instrumentality  from  which 
our  community  are  deriving  great  and  enduring  ad- 
vantages. 

We  would  give  our  most  unqualified  sanction  to  the 
principle  upon  which  it  is  established  and  sustained. 
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We  hereby  bear  testimony  to  the  practicability  (rf 
the  plan  of  its  operation. 

We  would  with  the  earnestness  of  a  strong  desire 
and  a  most  thorough  conviction,  lay  before  you  the 
claims  of  the  institution  to  your  continued  attention 
and  liberal  support 

Its  reputable  and  profitable  support,  demands  but  a 
small  pecuniary  outlay ;  and  it  is  confidently  beliered 
that  from  no  portion  of  our  annual  appropriations  of 
an  equal  amoimt  will  the  people  derive  more  satisfac- 
tory and  enduring  advantages. 

The  establishment  of  a  Free  Public  Library,  by  the 
municipal  authorities  of  New  Bedford — the  pioneer 
undertaking  of  the  Commonwealth — ^has  conferred  an 
honorable  distinction  upon  our  beloved  city,  a  dis- 
tinction which  it  is  hoped  and  believed  we  shall  con- 
tinue to  deserve,  by  giving  it  an  enlightened  and  Uberal 
support 

It  now  devolves  upon  the  Trustees  to  present  to  your 
notice  and  consideration,  the  pecuniary  afiairs  of  the 
institution. 

Annexed  to  this  report  you  will  find  an  abstract  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  Library  for  the  past  year. 

It  is  believed  that  the  outlay  of  the  board  has  been 
governed  by  the  strictest  economy,  aad  by  a  constant 
recognition,  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees,  of  the  true 
principles  which  should  guide  in  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  a  Public  Library. 

The  Trustees  would,  in  the  discharge  of  what  they 
believe  to  be  their  duty,  distinctly  present  to  your  con- 
sideration the  fact,  that  the  Library  cannot  be  support- 
ed in  a  manner  creditable  to  the  city  and  profitable  to 
the  people,  without  a  larger  appropriation  than  was 
made  for  its  support  the  past  year. 
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We  assume  that  the  arrangements  made  by  the 
Trustees  and  sanctioned  by  the  City  Council,  are  such 
as  are  best  calculated  for  carrying  into  effect  the  object 
had  in  view  by  the  State  and  City  authorities  in  giving 
the  sanction  of  law  to  the  establishment  of  Libraries 
for  the  people. 

The  Library  must  be  opened  every  day  and  evening, 
(Sundays,  of  course,  excepted.) 

It  must  be  so  situated  as  to  be  of  convenient  access. 

It  must  be  placed  in  rooms  large  enough  for  its 
convenient  arrangement,  and  that  "  readers"  as  well  as 
'•  takers"  may  be  accommodated,  and  those  rooms  must 
be  well  warmed  and  lighted. 

The  Librarian  must  always  be  in  attendance  to  select 
and  register  the  books  and  take  care  of  the  property. 

These  are  the  principal  sources  of  expenditure,  inde- 
pendent of  what  strictly  belongs  to  the  "  maintenance" 
and  "  increase"  of  the  Library. 

They  cannot  be  dispensed  with  if  we  would  render 
the  Library  valuable  to  the  inhabitants. 

Allow  us  to  present  them  in  detail,  that  you  may  see 
how  necessary  it  is  that  a  larger  appropriation  should 
be  allowed. 

We  give  the  actual  expenditure  per  annum  of  the 
Library,  as  shown  by  the  records. 

Librarian,  $400 

Rent,  240 

Gafl,  100 

Fuel,  50 

Stationery,  including  paper  to  cover  books,  25 

Insurahce,  8  per  cent,  on  $4000,  120 

Sundry  contingent  expenses,  15 

$950 
We  may  be  allowed  to  suggest,  that  to  this  sum 
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theie  should  be  added  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increasmg  the  Librarian's  salary  that  amount 

The  salary  heretofore  allowed  that  officer  is  an  in- 
adequate compensation  for  the  time  he  is  required  to 
devote  to  the  Library,  and  the  many  duties  he  is  called 
upon  to  perform. 

Li  this  estimate  the  "  maintenance  and  increase"  of 
the  Library  are  wholly  unprovided  for.  And  yet  there 
is  not  a  dollar  of  that  outlay  that  can  be  dispensed  with. 
If  we  find  a  suitable  building  for  the  Library,  the  ex- 
pense of  insurance  coidd  be  saved,  but  situated  as  it  is, 
in  a  dangerous  because  convenient  location,  it  must  be 
iosured,  and  the  premium  is  high. 

It  will  then  most  clearly  be  seen,  that  to  "  maintain" 
the  library  a  larger  amount  is  called  for,  to  say  nothing 
of  its  "  increase." 

If  we  restrict  the  word  "  maintain"  as  used  in  the 
law  of  the  State,  so  that  it  shall  only  embrace  the  idea 
of  keeping  the  Library  up,  so  that  its  value  shall  not 
be  reduced,  quite  a  large  annual  outlay  would  be  de- 
manded for  that  purpose  alone. 

Assuming  the  Library  at  this  time  to  have  a  certain 
value,  to  "  maintain"  it  is  to  keep  it  at  the  same  value. 

The  books  are  continually  wearing  out,  and  the  value 
thus  destroyed  must  be  restored  by  repairs  and  purchase. 

The  re-binding  of  books  is  a  source  of  constant  and 
large  outlay.  Many  of  the  books,  because  of  constant 
use,  soon  become  too  much  worn  for  renovation,  and 
their  places  must  be  supplied. 

Notwithstanding  the  greatest  care,  some  books  are 
lost. 

Upon  the  whole  Library  the  work  of  deterioration 

is  going  onin  many  forms,  and  in  a  Library  like  ours 

that  work  must  be  rapid. 
2 
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Our  libraxy  is  open  and  free  to  our  whole  popular 
tion. 

The  number  of  takers  and  hooks  taken  during  the 
year  has  been  already  stated. 

It  is  plam  to  be  se^ti  that  by  such  an  active  use  of  a 
Library,  the  wear  andi  tear  of  the  books  must  be  great. 

"Hie  periodicals,  to  be  preserved  must  be  bound,  and 
many  volumes  must  be  bound  every  year. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  to  "maiatain"  the  Iibra»- 
ry,  that  is,  to  keq^  it  from  deterioration,  vrill  require 
the  outlay  of  quite  a  large  sum.  What  that  amount 
should  be  cannot  be  accurately  determined 

The  Library  is  estimated  to  be  worth  between  five 
and  six  thousand  dollars. 

In  our  opinion  it  will  take  a  sum  equal  to  five  p©r 
cent,  upon  its  value  to  maintain  it  in  its  present  coo^ 
dition. 

Taking  then  the  lowest  estimate  of  value,  it  will 
require  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  keep  it  from 
decay. 

We  want,  therefore,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  to  "  maintain  "  the  Library,  independent  of 
the  outlay  of  keeping  it  open  for  the  use  of  the  inhab- 
itants. 

But  we  must  not  only  "maintain,"  we  must  "in- 
crease." The  law  of  the  Commonwealth  contemplates 
tiiat  both  shall  be  done ;  and  by  providing  for  an  "  in- 
crease" recognizes  a  principle  which  lies  at  the  foonr 
dation  of  a  popular  Library. 

The  law  of  increase^  which  should  determine  the  ac- 
cessions to  a  Library  established  and  maintained  by 
the  authorities  of  a  large  city,  imder  the  sanction  of  a 
statute  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  would  be  difficiU4;  peiy 
haps  to  define. 
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The  subject  is  too  broad  and  comprehensive  to  admit 
of  a  proper  discussion  here;  and  such  discussion  is 
not  now  called  for. 

It  would  take  many  years,  with  annual  appropria^ 
tions  as  liberal  as  the  Legislature  could  be  induced  to 
allow,  or  the  city  government  to  make,  to  bring  up 
the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Bedford  even  to  the 
lowest  standard  that  might  he  established  for  an  insti^ 
tution  for  such  a  noble  purpose. 

There  are  thousands  of  volumes  of  most  valuable 
books,  without  which  any  Library  must  be  incomplete, 
which  must  be,  we  fear,  for  many  years  strangers  to 
onr  shelves. 

With  any  appropriation  to  which  we  may  reasona- 
bly expect  the  municipal  sanction,  we  can  add  to  our 
Library  but  a  small  portion  of  the  books  of  a  high  and 
valuable  character  which  are  annually  published. 

Without  therefore  paying  any  farther  regard  to  the 
general  principle,  we  would  come  at  once  to  the  prac- 
tical question. 

What  sum  is  it  expedient  for  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford to  appropriate  annually,  for  the  **  increase  "  of  the 
Free  Public  Library? 

The  practical  working  of  this  public  institution,  the 
offspring  of  the  united  action  of  legislative  and  munici- 
pal wisdom,  has  given  it  a  position  in  the  public  esti- 
mation, that  will  secure  the  sanction  of  the  people  to 
a  liberal  appropriation  for  keeping,  maintaining,  and 
increasing  it 

What  sum  then  would  it  be  wise  for  you  to  raise  for 
the  "  increase  "  of  your  Library  % 
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We  have  seen  that  it  cannot  be  kept  open  so  as  to 
accommodate  the  public  for  a  sum  less  than  ^1,050 
That  to  "  maintain "  its  value  will  require 

the  further  sum  of  250 


Which  two  items  make  the  sum  of  ^1,300 

Should  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  be  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose,  it  would  admit  of  an  expendi- 
ture of  seven  hundred  dollars  for  the  increase  of  the 
Library. 

This  cannot  be  pronounced  a  large  item,  when  we 
consider  the  objept  to  which  it  is  to  be  devoted,  and 
would  form  but  an  inconsiderable  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriations of  a  city  whose  annual  expenditures  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

If  the  principles  and  statements  of  this  report  are 
true,  and  may  be  looked  upon  as  reliable  data  by 
which  a  judgment  may  be  formed  as  to  the  importance 
of  a  public  Library,  the  appropriation  of  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars  for  its  management,  maintenance 
and  increase,  cannot  be  considered  as  unreasonable  or 
improper.  Let  it  occupy  its  true  place  in  the  minds 
of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the  city  government, 
and  be  allowed  a  proper  degree  of  their  attention,  and 
no  one  will  be  disposed  to  devote  to  its  support  a  sum 
less  than  we  have  named. 

Surely  it  will  not  be  asserted  that  the  celebration  of 
our  Nation's  Birth  Day  is  of  greater  importance  than 
the  support  of  a  Library,  free  to  all  the  people  every 
day  in  the  year.  An  appropriation,  equal  to  what  has 
been  for  many  years  annually  devoted  to  the  former 
object,  would,  it  is  believed,  give  to  the  Library,  near- 
ly, if  not  quite,  the  sum  we  have  thought  demanded 
for  its  support 
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It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  by  the  provisions 
of  the  statute,  no  sum  exceeding  twenty-five  cents  on 
each  ratable  poll  can  be  raised  by  the  city  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  Public  Library.  Biit  is  is  believed  that  this  is 
not  the  true  construction  of  the  statute. 

Legal  advice,  as  authoritative  as  any  afforded  by  the 
«ty,  was  taken  by  the  former  Board  upon  this  point, 
and  the  opinion  was  given  which  has  since  that  time 
governed  the  city  in  its  action  with  regard  to  the  Li- 
brary, that  the  restricted  action  provided  for  in  the 
second  section  of  the  statute,  has  reference  only  to  the 
"  maintenance  and  increase"  of  the  Library  itself. 

Such  a  construction  of  the  law  allows  of  an  appro- 
priation for  all  required  expenditures,  excepting  the 
renewal  of  the  books  and  the  increase  of  the  Library, 
in  addition  to  the  amount  provided  for  in  the  second 
section  of  the  statute. 

The  several  items  of  expenditure  we  have  given,  to 
wit :  Librarian,  rent,  &c.,  amounting  to  the  sum  often 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  may  all  be  provided  for,  it  is 
believed,  tinder  the  authority  given  in  the  first  section, 
in  which  towns  and  cities  are  empowered  to  "  estab- 
lish and  maintain  "  a  Public  Library,  and  to  "  provide 
suitable  rooms  therefor." 

This  is,  we  are  confident,  the  true  construction  of  the 
statute.  The  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  books — 
that  is,  the  estahlishment^  maintenance  and  increase  of 
the  Library,  is  fixed  at  a  ratio,  that  shall  not  be  ex- 
ceeded ;  but  the  preservation  and  custody  and  all  ex- 
penditures for  the  convenient  use  of  the  books  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  their  delivery  and  exchange,  are  to 
be  provided  for  in  such  manner  as  the  municipal  au- 
thorities may  determine. 

Under  this  reasonable  construction  of  the  statute,  a 
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thousand  dollars  can  be  raised  to  make  good  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  books  and  purchase  new  ones,  and  in 
addition  thereto,  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses 
of  management. 

It  is  a  pleasant  part  of  our  duty  to  inform  you  that 
several  hundred  volumes  of  books  have  been  added  to 
the  Library  through  the  enlightened  liberality  of  our 
citizens  and  other  '^friends  of  knowledge,  morality 
and  religion.** 

Our  regulations  require  that  "  a  record  shall  be  kept 
of  all  donations  to  the  Library,  and  in  the  annual  re- 
port honorable  mention  shall  be  made  of  all  who  have 
in  any  way  contributed  to  its  means." 

To  our  fellow  citizens  whose  official  positions  have 
given  them  access  to  public  documents  and  works  pub- 
lished by  public  authority,  we  are  indebted  for  many 
valuable  publications  of  this  character.  We  have 
placed  much  reliance  upon  this  source  of  profitable  in- 
crease, and  the  attention  hitherto  bestowed  upon  us  by 
those  of  our  citizens  who  have  been  honored  by  the 
gift  of  office,  permits  us  to  hope  that  we  shall  continue 
to  receive  from  gentlemen  thus  distinguished  many  and 
valuable  contributions. 

We  have  received  from  the  Smithsonian  Institute  it& 
valuable  and  splendid  publications. 

Catalogues  have  been  received  from  nearly  all  the 
principal  }Liibraries  in  the  country. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  individuals  and  asso- 
ciations whose  contributions  have  been  received  by  the 
Trustees: 

Hon.  Zeno  Scudder,  Hon.  J.  H.  W.  Page,  Hon. 
George  Howland,  Jr.,  Thomas  A.  Greene,  Esq.,  Capt* 
Daniel  McKenzie,  Isaac  C.  Taber,  Esq.,  James  T,  Field, 
Esq.,  of  Boston,  Joseph  S.  Tillinghast,  Esq.,  Bev.  D. 
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H.  Babcock,  New  Bedford  Port  Society,  Smithsonian 
Institute,  American  Tract  Society,  A.  D.  Bache,  Esq., 
of  the  U,  S.  Coast  Survey,  Asa  R  Nye,  Esq.,  Francis 
Boyd,  Esq.,  James  B.  Congdon,  Esq. 


$2,981.00 


Tke  whole  amount  expended  by 

the 

Tmstees  during  the 

year  encUng 

March  31, 1854,  is 

librarian's  salary, 

$400.00 

Assistant, 

44.00 

Bent, 

240.00 

Insurance, 

121.62 

Gas, 

90.41 

Ad^tional  Sbelres, 

69.37 

Printing, 

83.86 

Books  and  Periodicals, 

1,778.71 

Incidentals,  including 

covering 

of 

books,  coal,  &c.,  &c. 

> 

118.03 

2,981.00 
Whole  anount  of  appropriation  for 

the  library,  4,671.55 

Whole  amount  of  expenditure,  4,528.40 

Balance  unexpended,  $148.15 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

KODNEY  FRENCH, 
Pres't  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Abner  J.  FmFFs,  Sec'y. 
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Presented  to  the  City  Council,  March  31, 18^35. 


S.  ANTHONY.  PRINTER  TO  THE  CITY. 
1865. 
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Preaented  to  tbe  (Sty  Conndl,  Uueh  31, 1856. 


|ltto-§tW0rJr: 

X.  ANTHONT,  FRINTEB  TO  THB  OnT. 
1856. 
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REPORT 


To  ike  Maifcr  and  AJdermen^  and  the  Common  Council 
of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

Gentlehen  : 

In  accordance  with  the  Ordinance  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Free  Public.  Library,  the  Trustees  of  that 
Institution,  respectfully  lay  before  you  their  Third  An- 
nual Beport 

To  the  two  former  Reports  of  the  Board,  the  mem- 
bera  of  the  City  Government  are  respectfully  referred, 
for  such  details  of  its  history  and  progress  as  will  en- 
able them  to  judge  of  its  character,  and  of  its  value 
and  position  as  one  of  the  established  instnmientali- 
ties  of  our  municipal  arrangements  for  the  promotion 
of  the  well  being  of  the  people* 

The  legislative  and  municipal  action  which  gave  a 
legal  position  to  this  interesting  and  valuable  institu- 
tion ;  the  activity  and  liberality  which  so  prominently 
distinguished  the  movement  by  which  the  valuable 
property  of  the  Old  Social  Library  became  the  founda- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


76  CITY  DOCUMENT— No.  6.         March, 

tion  of  the  new  establishment ;  the  measures  taken  by 
the  first  Board  of  Trustees,  to  place  the  library  upon 
a  broad  and.  reliable  foundation ;  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions instituted  by  them,  and  which  have  with  the 
sanction  of  the  City  government,  continued  to  guide 
the  action  of  all  concerned  with  the  library ;  the  en- 
couraging circumstances  of  our  first  years'  experience, 
and  the  details  of  our  financial  operations  and  esti- 
mates which  have  resulted  in  a  generous  and  adequate 
provision  for  its  support, — ^all  these  facts  and  circum- 
stances are  to  be  found  in  the  previous  reports,  which 
it  has  been  .the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  this  Board 
to  place  before  the  members  of  the  City  Govemtnent. 

In  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  Trustees  thus  con- 
cisely and  comprehensively  set  forth  their  views  and 
opinions  in  relation  to  the  Institution  under  their 
charge: 

"  We  have  by  the  experience  of  a  period  long  enough 
to  confirm  every  anticipation  and  dispel  every  doubt, 
demonstrated  the  practicability  and  the  utility  of  a  ' 
Free  Public  Library. 

"  To  repeat  the  words  of  the  former  Board — *  Our 
library  has  become  one  of  the  institutions  of  the  city.' 

"  It  has  become  a  valuable,  and  will  soon  be  genet-    ' 
ally  •  considered  as  an  indispensable  auxiliary  in  the 
great  work  of  popular  education. 

"  It  has  become  incorporated,  both  in  idea  aiid  in 
fact,  into  the  catalogue  of  subjects  demanding  the  fos- 
tering care  and  annual  support  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment. 

"Its  claims  for  such  attention  and  support,  are 
founded  upon  principles  which  lie  at  the  foundation 
of  our  republican  institutions. 

"  To  train  and  enlighten  the  public  mind  is  a  work 
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to  which  a  liberal  portion  of  the  public  wealth  must 
be  devoted ;  and  as  being  in  harmony  with  this  idea, 
and  as  the  cap-stone  of  our  beautiful  system  of  public 
education,  the  Public  Library  has  claims  upon  all 
whose  aim  is  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare. 

"  Such  was  the  theory  when  the  work  was  begun  by 
the  State  and  completed  by  the  City — such  is  now  the 
fact^  demonstrated  by  our  experience,  and  placed  be- 
yond the  reach  of  doubt  or  cavil. 

"  Upon  the  minds  of  the  Trustees,  the  result  to 
which  we  heve  arrived,  after  the  operations  of  the 
year,  have  produced  the  most  undoubting  conviction 
that  the  Free  Public  Library  is  an  instrumentality 
from  which  our  community  are  deriving  great  and  en- 
during advantages. 

"  We  would  give  our  most  unqualified  sanction  to 
the  principle  upon  which  it  is  established  and  sus- 
tained« 

'•  We  hereby  bear  testimony  to  the  practicability  of 
the  plan  of  its  operation. 

"  We  would  with  the  earnestness  of  a  strong  desire 
and  a  most  thorough  conviction,  lay  before  you  the 
claims  of  the  institution  to  your  continued  attention 
and  liberal  support. 

^'  Its  reputable  and  profitable  support  demands  but 
a  small  pecuniary  outlay ;  and  it  is  confidently  believ- 
ed that  from  no  portion  of  our  annual  appropriations 
of  an  equal  amount  will  the  people  derive  more  satis- 
&ctory  and  enduring  advantages. 

"  The  establishment  of  a  Free  Public  Library,  by 
the  municipal  authorities  of  New  Bedford — the  pio- 
neer undertaking  of  the  Commonwealth — ^has  conferred 
an  honorable  distinction  upon  our  beloved  city ;  a  dis- 
tinction which  it  is  hoped  and  believed  we  shall  con- 
g2 
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tinne  to  deserve,  by  giving  it  an  enlightened  and  lib!- 
eral  support." 

After  the  experience  of  another  year,  the  foregoing 
statements,  which  we  have  taken  from  the  reports  of 
our  immediate  predecessors  in  office,  continue  to  be,  in 
then*  fullest  extent,  applicable  to  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary. 

We  have  incorporated  them  into  our  report,  and 
now  respectfully  present  them  to  you,  as  a  plain  and 
reliable  statement  of  facts,  and  as  embracing  the  views 
and  opinions  of  those  who  have,  during  the  past  year, 
been  by  you  placed  in  charge  of  the  institution. 

Nothing  has  occurred,  since  this  important  trust  has 
been  committed  to  our  hands,  to  lead  us  to  doubt  the 
wisdom  of  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  founded;  or 
weaken  our  confidence  in  the  practicability  of  the 
plan  of  its  operations.  Our  confidence  in  both  re- 
mains unimpaired.  In  its  principles,  it  is  in  harmony 
with  the  great  facts  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the 
people's  progress  and  prosperity ;  and  the  almost  un- 
hoped for,  and  certainly  unlooked  for  success  which 
has  attended  its  operations,  from  the  opening  of  its 
doors  to  the  present  moment,  has  given  to  the  princi- 
ple the  support  of  experience,  and  caused  it  to  stand 
firm  in  the  position  in  which  it  has  been  placed  by  the 
wise  liberality  of  the  City  Council. 

The  Library  statistics  fully  sustain  the  opinions  we 
have  advanced. 

Twenty-one  thousand  and  forty-one  books  were  taketi 
from  the  Library  during  the  year  ending  March  4M. 

The  number  of  new  cards  issued  during  the  year  is 
eight  hundred  and  ten. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  issued,  is  three  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eighty-three. 
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The  number  of  books  out,  eleven  hundred, 
A  recent  examination  of  the  Library  has  disclosed 
the  gratifying  fact,  that  at  the  time  it  was  made,  but 
siarty  volumes  were  missing  of  the  large  number  which 
has  been  placed  upon  its  shelves.  This  favorable  re- 
sult was  unexpected  by  the  Trustees.  They  had  fear- 
ed, that  the  constant  and  almost  unrestricted  access 
allowed  to  the  books ;  the  universality  of  the  right  of 
"taking*'  allowed  by  the  regulations,  and  the  large 
number  of  persons  who,  at  certains  times  are  found 
crowded  into  our  limited  apartments,  waiting  their 
turn  to  be  served  by  the  Librarian,  would  have  led  to 
a  much  greater  loss  than  was  shown  by  the  examin- 
ation. 

Taking  into  view  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
such  a  result,  after  more  than  two  years'  operations, 
must  be,  it  is  believed,  looked  upon  by  you,  as  it  has 
been  by  us,  as  exhibiting  an  aspect  of  security  con- 
nected ^vith'  this  part  of  the  public  property  satisfac- 
tory to  its  guardians,  and  creditable  to  the  people.  It 
shows  that  we  have  not  been  mistaken  in  the  belief, 
that  they  could  safely  be  entrusted  with  the  custody  of 
their  own  property.  It  gives  unquestionable  evidence 
of  the  fact,  that  the  two  fundamental  rules  set  forth 
by  a  former  Board,  as  those  upon  which  the  Library 
could  alone  securely  rest — use  carefully,  return 
PROMFTLY — ^have  been  hqeded  and  observed.  We 
would  earnestly  express  the  hope  that  in  this  respect 
the  fixture  may  be  as  the  past.  While  we  are  thus  en- 
couraged by  the  past,  we  cannot  but  feel  solicitous  for 
the  fiiture ;  and  under  the  influence  of  this  deep  so- 
licitude, we  would,  with  a  clear  conviction  of  their 
vital  character,  renew  the  caution  and  admonitions  of 
our  predecessors.     We  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  again  to 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


80  CITY  DOCUMENT— No.  6.        March, 

impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  the  takers  of  books 
from  the  Library,  the  important  fact,  that  "  the  rules 

MUST  BE  OBSERVED,  OR  DISORDER,  DECAY  AND  DISSOLU- 
TION WILL  SOON  ATTEND  UPON  THIS  ENLIGHTENED  AND 
PRAISEWORTHY  EFFORT  TO  OPEN  TO  THE  PEOPLE  THE 
AVENUES  TO  A  MORE    EXTENSIVE    AND  GENIAL  CULTURE." 

The  past  history  and  present  position  of  the  Library 
warrant  the  conclusion  that  its  prosperity  will  continue 
to  be  an  object  of  interest  and  attention  to  the  City 
Government.  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  those  who 
are  from  time  to  time  entrusted  with  its  management, 
to  make  such  suggestions  and  recommendations  to  the 
authorities  as  may  aid  them  in  their  efforts  so  to  order 
their  action  in  relation  to  it,  that  the  object  of  its  es- 
tablishment may  be  most  effectually  attained. 

To  the  argument  by  which  the  policy  and  legality  of 
the  appropriation  last  year  made  for  its  support  was  sus- 
tained, we  have  nothing  to  add.  To  our  minds  it  is  sat- 
isfactory and  conclusive.  That  it  was  so  viewed  by  the 
Council  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  appropriation 
recommended  was  cheerfully  and  unanimously  made. 

We  would  renew  the  recommendation.  The  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  voted  by  the  government  and 
which  has  been  expended  by  the  Trustees,  has  met  the 
demands  made  upon  us  for  its  security  and  manage- 
ment, and  allowed  a  small  but  satisfactory  outlay  for 
its  maintenance  and  increase.  It  is  believed  that  all 
desirable  economy  has  been  observed  by  the  Trustees 
in  arranging  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Library, 
and  that  the  selection  of  books  has  been  governed  by 
a  single  eye  to  the  interest  of  those  for  whose  benefit 
they  have  been  purchased.  While  c»re  has  been  ta- 
ken that  no  publication  injurious  to  the  public  morals 
should  find  a  place  upon  our  shelves,  we  have  endear-* 
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oied  to  divest  ourselves,  in  our  efforts  to  place  before 
our  fellow-citizens  the  means  of  "  a  more  extensive  and 
genial  culture,"  of  all  narrow  and  sectarian  partialities. 
In  this  resi)ect,  we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that 
no  difference  of  opinion  has  for  a  single  moment  inter- 
rapted  the  harmony  and  unanimity  of  our  proceedings. 
Every  member  of  the  Board  has  kept  constantly  in  view 
the  fact,  that  he  had  been  called  upon  to  discharge  an 
important  public  duty,  and  that  within  the  limits  of 
that  comprehensive  circle  wherein  are  foimd  the  wise 
and  good  of  all  classes,  ranks,  parties  and  sects,  he  was 
to  know  nothing  in  the  performance  of  that  duty,  but 
the  benefit  and  improvement  of  all.  The  publications 
upon  our  tables,  as  well  as  the  books  we  have  been  en- 
abled to  place  upon  our  shelves,  will,  it  is  believed,  af-^ 
ford  ample  evidence  of  the  controlling  presence  of  this 
all  important  principle  of  action. 

A  large  number  of  books  purchased  by  the  Trus- 
tees the  past  year,  have  been  recent  publications.  So 
numerous  has  been  the  issue  of  new  books,  that  a 
careful  selection  of  such  of  them  as  seems  to  demand 
a  place  upon  our  shelves,  has  necessarily  absorbed  a 
large  proportion  of  the  limited  amount  of  means  at 
our  disposal.  And  this  must,  it  is  supposed,  continue 
to  be  the  case.  The  public  claim  the  right  to  demand 
of  the  managers  of  the  Library  access  to  the  new  pub- 
lications as  they  issue  from  the  press.  This  demand 
is  reasonable  and  proper,  and  within  reasonable  limits, 
should  be  met  promptly  and  liberally.  The  Trustees 
have,  as  they  hope  and  believe,  come  up  to  the  public 
expectation  in  this  particular.  All  the  new  and  desir- 
able books  they  have  not  been  able  to  obtain ;  but 
many  and  perhaps  a  majority  of  such  as  have  a  claim 
to  a  position  in  our  collection  have  been  purchased, 
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and  while  this  demand,  made  by  the  public  and  recog- 
nized by  the  managers,  has  been  met  to  an  extent 
which  has  satisfied  both  the  public  want  and  the 
judgment  of  the  Board,  a  margin  has  been  left  for 
the  addition  to  our  limited  store  of  those  older  pub- 
lications which  make  up  the  true  wealth  of  every  ex- 
tensive Library.  Every  year  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
some  progress  may  be  made  in  this  direction.  The 
fact  should  never  be  lost  sight  of,  that  our  collection, 
valuable  and  extensive  as  it  is,  is  yet  very  incomplete 
in  many  of  the  most  important  departments  of  human 
learning.  A  small  amount  of  the  appropriation  an- 
nually made  for  the  Library,  devoted  to  the  purchase 
of  the  standard  books  of  the  language  not  yet  upon 
our  shelves,  will  gradually  supply  this  deficiency,  and 
thus  give  to  our  inhabitants  access  to  the  rich  treasures 
of  wisdom  and  knowledge  which  have  been  left  to  us  as 
a  legacy  by  the  "  mighty  dead,"  while  they,  enjoy  and 
improve  the  opportunities  afforded  them  for  holding 
intercourse  with  the  living  mind  of  the  world. 

While  the  Board  would  express  themselves  satisfied 
with  thfe  appropriation  which  was  last  year  voted  to  the 
"  support,  maintenance  and  increase"  of  the  Public 
Library,  and  believe  that  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  next  year  will  be  sufficient  to  sustain  it  in 
a  creditable  and  useful  position,  they  feel  bound  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  City  government  to  the  fact  that 
more  extensive  and  securer  apartments  are  demanded 
for  its'  accommodation. 

The  rooms  now  occupied  by  the  Library  are  limited 
and  unsafe.  The  public  need  better  accommodations, 
and  the  books  a  safer  depository.  Our  rooms  are  of- 
ten too  crowded  for  safety,  comfort  or  convenience. 
Our  books,  now  a  large  and  valuable  collection,  are 
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every  moment  exposed  to  destruction.  We  feel  bound 
to  state  these  facts  without  circumlocution  or  qualifi- 
cation. 

The  public  good  in  its  highest  and  most  comprehen- 
sive meaning,  demands,  in  our  opinion,  a  depository  for 
the  Public  Library,  more  extensive  and  more  secure. 
The  value  of  the  books  it  contains,  and  the  position  it 
now  occupies  in  the  public  mind,  claim  for  it  the  means 
of  a  safer  and  more  advantageous  arrangement  for  its 
keeping  and  ite  use.  In  what  way  shall  these  objects 
so  desirable,  may  we  not  say  indispensable,  be  ob* 
tainedl  How  shall  this  great  and  imminent  public 
want  be  met  1 

Gould  we  hope  that  success  would  attend  upon  our 
appeals,  we  would  point  to  Worcester,  to  Boston,  to 
Danvers,  to  New  York,  to  Philadelphia,  and  many 
other  places  where  wealth  has  been  ennobled  by  a  de- 
votion of  a  portion  of  its  abundance  to  the  erection  of 
magnificent  edifices  for  this  purpose,  and  call  upon 
those  who  are  among. us,  or  are  of  us,  the  men  and  the 
women  w]|p  have  been  nourished  within  our  borders^ 
and  who  have  here  or  elsewhere  been  made  rich  by  an 
activity  and  enterprise  having  this  city  for  its  centre, 
to  come  forward,  emulative  of  this  noble  example,  and 
give  to  us  a  building  for  our  Library  which  would  not 
suffer  from  a  compa'rison  with  those,  which,  in  the  places 
we  have  named  have  been  devoted,  by  a  princely  liber- 
ality>  to  the  cause  of  knowledge  and  virtue. 

And  why  should  we  doubt  of  success  ?  Are  we 
mistaken  in  the  belief  that  there  are  men  and  women 
among  us,  who,  with  the  possession  of  large  means 
are  also  blessed  with  large  hearts  1  It  were  a  libel 
upon  the  fair  fame  of  our  dty  to  suppose,  that  there 
is  not  among  our  people  of  wealth,  a  fair  share  of  that 
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public  spirit  and  benevolent  activity  which  haveprompt- 
ed  to  the  acts  which  have  given  a  proud  and  honored 
prominence  to  the  name  of  Bates  and  Peabody,  Salis- 
bury and  Astor. 

It  is  true,  that  thus  far  in  our  history,  there  have 
been  but  few  examples  of  the  presence  of  that  feeling 
which  has  prompted  to  those  acts  of  princely  liberal- 
ity to  which  we  have  alluded 

As  yet,  but  few  monuments  of  this  kind  tell  the 
story  of  such  an  enlightened  devotedness  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare. 

Not  that  our  citizens  have  been  wanting  when  a  call 
has  been  made  upon  them  in  the  name  of  divine  char- 
ity, for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  and  neglected.  The 
demands  of  benevolence  have  always  been  met,  and  a 
large  and  generous  bounty  has  eter  characterized  the 
acts  of  our  people,  when  a  tale  of  suffering  has  reach- 
ed their  ears.    ' 

Princely  have  been  our  expenditures  for  the  educa- 
tion of  our  youth,  and  the  appropriations  for  this  no- 
ble purpose  have  been  as  cheerfully  ^corded  as  they 
have  been  ample  in  amount. 

The  same  generous  and  enlightened  spirit,  roused 
.into  activity  in  behalf  of  the  institution  whose  inter- 
ests are  so  intimately  connected  with  the  well-being  of 
our  people  and  the  fair  fame*  of  our  city,  would,  we 
are  assured,  secure  for  it  the  advantages  of  a  safe,  com- 
modious and  tasteful  building.  , 

The  public  spirit  and  well  directed  benevolence 
which  shall  rear  a  convenient  and  ornamental  structure 
for  our  Free  Public  Library,  will  secure  for  the  name 
of  him  who  shall  be  the  honored  instrument  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  such  an  undertaking,  an  enviable  and 
enduring  reputation. 
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The  work  belongs  to  one  or  more  of  the  wealthy, 
enlightened  and  benevolent  mhabitants  of  our  city. 
Are  we  mistaken  in  supposing  that  there  are  those 
among  us,  who,  desirous  of  devoting  a  portion  of  the 
wealth  which  Providence  has  bestowed  upon  them,  to 
the  public  good,  and  prompted  by  a  laudable  ambition 
to  give  such  a  direction  to  their  munificence  as  will 
secure  to  them  the  gratitude  of  their  fellow-citizens 
and  the  regard  of  posterity,  will  erect  a  monument  so 
noble  in  its  purpose,  so  elevating  in  its  results  ?  No 
doubtful  or  limited  benefit  would  attend  upon  the  con- 
summation of  such  an  undertaking.  Without  restric- 
tion or  qualification  will  be  accorded  to  him  the  title  of 
Public  Benefactor,  who  shall  thus  generously  and 
benevolently  allow  his  name  to  designate  the  structure 
which  shall  be  reared  for  the  purpose  of  our  Free 
Public  Library. 

But  we  are  digressing.  We  have  allowed  the  hopes 
and  anticipations  of  personal  feeling  to  lead  us  away 
from  a  legitimate  discharge  of  our  duty  as  stewards  of 
a  public  trust.  As  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  it 
is  not  for  us,  in  our  communications  to  the  body  from 
which  we  derive  our  official«xistence  and  authority,  to 
depart  from  the  limited  range  of  remark  and  recom- 
mendation to  which  such  a  position  should  confine  us, 

Betuming  then  to  the  subject  of  a  more  safe  and 
convenient  depository  for  our  books,  and  to  such  a  re- 
stricted view  of  it  as  properly  belongs  to  the  relation 
we  bear  to  your  body  and  to  the  public,  we  would  ear- 
nestly press  upon  the  consideration  of  the  municipal 
government  such  a  course  in  relation  to  it,  as  will  se- 
cure the  important  objects  we  have  named — ^increased 
accommodation  and  greater  safety. 

The  Board  have  not  been  \mmindful  of  their  own 
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duties  in  this  respect.  They  have  had  constantly  pres- 
sing upon  them  the  inconvenience  and  danger  of  our 
existing  arrangements.  Under  such  circumstances 
they  have  felt  bound  to  give  attention  to  the  subject 
and  take  such  action  in  relation  to  it  as  their  official 
responsibility  appeared  to  demand. 

Not  regarding  the  erection  of  a  new  building  as  at 
present  an  attainable  object,  they  have  been  led  to  the 
examination  of  the  City  Hall  with  a  view  to  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Library  in  the  lower  story  of  that 
safe,  central,  and  beautiful  building. 

The  action  taken  by  the  Board  upon  the  subject  has 
already  been  communicated  to  the  City  Council,  and 
is  now  before  your  body  awaiting  its  determination. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  in  view  of  the  present  po- 
sition of  the  subject  before  the  Council,  and  as  consti- 
tuting a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  to  place 
before  you  that  part  of  our  records  which  embrace  the 
report  of  a  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  June  last,  that  a  committee 
which  had  been  charged  with  the  subject  made  in  re- 
lation to  it  the  following  report. 

"  The  committee  to  wh(Jm  was  referred  the  subject 
of  safe  and  more  convenient  rooms  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Free  Public  Library,  have  given  some  at^ 
tention  to  the  subject,  and  would  now  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  report. 

"  It  has  always  been  supposed  by  the  Trustees,  that 
the  room  now  occupied  by  the  Library,  would  afford 
us  but  temporary  accommodations.  We  have  from  the 
beginning,  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  the  City 
government  would  take  measures  for  providing  a  per- 
manent and  secure  place  for  the  Library,  and  more  con- 
venient and  accessible  accommodations  for  the  large 
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and  increaBmg:  number  of  citizens  who  visit  it  for  books 
and  for  the  purpose  of  study  and  recreation. 

"  The  rooms  now  occupied  by  the  Library  were  the  best 
that  could  be  procured  at  the  time  we  commenced  our 
operations.  But  there  are  many  and  very  important 
objections  to  them ;  and  the  Committee  are  clear  in  the 
conviction  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Board,  without 
further  delay,  to  institute  proceedings  haying  in  view 
a  removal  to  B^permanent^  safe  and  convenient  location. 

1. — ^'  The  rooms  are  too  small  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Library.  But  few  more  books  can  be  con- 
veniently arranged  upon  our  shelves.  The  accommo- 
dations for  those  who  visit  the  Library  to  read  or  study, 
are  very  limited.  It  is  desirable  that  a  Beading  Room 
shoidd  be  provided,  separate  from  the  depository  for  the 
books.  At  times  the  room  is  very  much  crowded,  and 
much  inconvenience  is  the  result,  particularly  to  the 
females. 

2. — ^**  The  building  is  unsafe.  As  a  proof  of  this,  we 
need  only  to  mention  the  fact,  that  the  rate  of  insurance 
now  paid  by  the  Gty,  upon  the  property  in  the  Library, 
is  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  highest  rate  of  pre- 
mium, it  is  believed,  charged  upon  any  kind  of  risk. 
It  is  getting  more  and  more  unsafe.  At  this  time  there 
is  not,  perhaps,  a  more  exposed  situation  in  our  City. 
An  application  is  now  before  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
for  leave  to  establish  and  maintain  a  steam  engine  in  a 
building  in  close  proximity  with  that  which  contains 
the  Library.* 

"  Notwithstanding  our  property  is  partially  insured, 
the  feet  that  our  large  and  valuable  Library  is  constant- 
ly liable  to  be  destroyed  by  fire,  is  a  source  of  deep  and 
continued  anxiety.    There  are  many  books  in  our  col- 

«Sinoe  granted. 
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lection  which  money  cannot  obtain ;  and  the  sum  in- 
sured could  not  restore  to  us  a  Library  any  thing  like 
so  valuable.  But  a  short  time  after  we  had  taken  pos- 
session of  our  rooms,  the  buildmg  containing  them  took 
fire,  and  a  few  moments  delay  in  its  discovery  would 
have  resulted  in  the  entire  destruction  of  the  library. 
The  committee  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  magni- 
tude of  this  danger,  and  they  would  endeavor  to  im- 
press upon  the  minds  of  the  Trustees  the  importance 
of  taking  immediate  measures  to  relieve  this  valuable 
property  from  the  hazard  to  which  it  is  exposed. 

"  The  committee  have  imderstood  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  municipal  authorities  has  already  been  di- 
rected to  the  subject. 

"  The  danger  to  which  our  property  is  exposed,  the 
inadequate  accommodations  the  present  rooms  afford, 
and  a  conviction  that  an  arrangement  could  be  made  by 
which  a  remedy  would  be  provided  for  both  these  evils, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  a  saving  made  to  the  city  treas- 
ury, have  led  to  the  examination  of  this  subject  on  the 
part  of  the  City  government. 

"  It  is  believed  by  your  committee,  that  all  this  can 
be  done. 

"  It  has  been  proposed  to  devote  that  part  of  the 
basement  story  of  the  City  Hall,  now  used  for  a  mar- 
ket, to  the  purpose  of  a  Free  Public  Library,  and  the 
School  Library. 

"The  rooms  have  been  exammed  by  the  committee 
who  unite  in  the  opinion  that  they  are  well  calculated 
for  the  purpose. 

"  Ample  arrangements  could  be  made,  within  the 
space  occupied  by  the  market-stalls,  for  the  safe  and 
convenient  accommodation  of  the  books  now  in  the 
Library,  and  for  any  desirable  increase  for  several  years 
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to  come,  while  the  visitors,  either  for  books  or  for 
study,  could  be  much  better  provided  for  than  is  at 
present  possible. 

"  The  committee  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  go  beyond 
this  simple  statement.  It  does  not  belong  to  them  to 
enter  into  an  examination  of  that  policy,  which  haa 
hitherto  led  the  municipal  authorities  in  all  our  lai^ 
towns  and  cities  to  provide  accommodation  for  the 
venders  of  meats  and  vegetables. 

"  It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  for  them  to  re- 
mark, that  the  policy  is  now  less  generally  pursued 
than  formerly,  and  that  many  of  our  large  cities  are 
seriously  debating  the  question  of  an  entire  change. 

"  It  is  becoming  pretty  well  understood  that  there 
is  no  imperative  obligation  resting  upon  the  public  au- 
thorities to  provide  places  of  business  for  the  dealers 
in  '  beef  and  greens.'  The  question  is  asked, '  why  not 
flour  as  well  as  meat — ^tea,  coiFee  and  sugar,  as  well  as 
turnips,  cabbages  and  spinage  ]'  A  change  in  this  re- 
spect is  not  a  matter  of  speculation  alone. 

"  It  is  rapidly  taking  place  without  the  action  of 
authority.  Meat  shops  are  multiplying  in  all  our  large 
cities,  and  within  the  limits  of  our  own,  there  are,  at 
this  time,  more  than  twenty  stores  occupied  by  the 
dealers  in  the  articles  heretofore  foimd  almost  exclu- 
sively at  the  public  market. 

"  Should  an  investigation  of  this  subject  satisfy  our 
City  government,  that  it  is  neither  necessary  or  expedi- 
ent for  the  public  to  provide  places  of  business  for  one 
class  of  traderif  more  than  another,  and  that  the  traders 
in  beef  and  beans,  veal  and  vegetables,  can,  without 
inconvenience  to  the  public,  be  allowed  to  make  their 
own  business  arrangements,  the  spacious  basement 
of  the  City  Hall,  now,  for  the  most  part  devoted  to 
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the  market  could  be  fitted  up  for  the  purposes  of  the 
City.  No  better  accommodations  for  the  Library 
could  be  found  or  desired.  It  would  be  safe  and  cen- 
tral. The  books  would  be  secure  and  accessible. 
Economy  and  convenience  would  both  be  promoted 
by  the  change." 

The  statements  and  reconmiendations  of  the  report 
are  respectfully  commended  to  your  favorable  notice. 
Should  the  suggestions  therein  contained,  lead  the 
City  Council  to  take  further  action  upon  the  subject, 
it  will  become  the  duty  of  the  Board,  to  the  extent  of 
their  ability,  to  aid  in  any  effort  that  may  be  made,  to 
bring  the  matter  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion. 

We  give,  with  great  pleasure,  the  list  of  those  friends 
of  the  Library  and  of  Literature,  who  have,  during  the 
past  year,  been  thoughtful  of  our  claims  to  their  at- 
tention and  regard. 

We  have  received  books  and  other  publications  from 
the  following : 

Asa  K.  Nye,  Esq.,  Mrs.  Eliza  G.  Wood,  Hon.  J.  H. 
W.  Page,  Secretary  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Hon. 
Thomas  D.  Eliot,  A.  J.  Phipps,  Esq.,  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library,  Boston,  Mrs.  H.  G.  O.  Colby,  Smith- 
sonian Institute,  Charles  Mason,  Esq.,  Charles  Russell, 
Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  D.  C. 
Brown,  Esq.,  Trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
Dr.  Thomas  S.  Kirkbridge,  George  M.  Bunker,  Esq., 
William  Logan  Rodman,  Esq. 

We  desire  in  this  public  manner  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  from  the  celebrated  engravers,  Messrs.  Topham, 
Carpenter,  Casilear  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  a  beautiful 
engraving  of  the  City  Seal,  and  a  heading  for  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  Trustees.  This  exquisite  specimen 
of  Art,  so  useful  and  ornamental,  is  highly  regarded  by 
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us,  not  only  for  the  skill  with  which  it  is  wrought,  but 
for  the  liberality  which  bestowed  it  upon  the  Free 
Public  Library. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  now  in  the  Library, 
is  about  eight  thousand. 

Of  this  number  there  have  been  added  during  the 
past  year  about  one  thousand. 

The  small  balance  which  will  appear  to  the  credit 
of  the  Library,  on  the  books  of  the  City  Treasurer, 
has  been  anticipated  by  expenditures,  the  bills  of  which 
have  not  yet  been  presented. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  presented. 
RODNEY  FRENCH, 

Mayor  of  the  City,  and,  ex-officio, 
Pres't  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Abner  J.  Phipps,  SEc'y. 
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To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen^  and  the  Common  Council 
of  the  City  of  New  Bedford : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Trastees  of  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Li- 
brary,  in  the  discharge  of  a  duty  placed  upon  them  by 
the  Ordinance  for  its  establishment,  respectfully  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  you  their  Fourth  Annual  Report. 

So  familiar  have  the  inhabitants  of  our  City  become, 
through  the  former  Reports  of  the  Managers  and  their 
own  experience,  with  the  history,  plan  and  condition 
of  the  Public  Library,  that  we  are  not,  as  we  believe, 
now  called  upon  to  enter  much  into  detail  upon  cither 
of  these  subjects. 

Should  any  wish  or  necessity  exist  for  uiformation 
upon  these  points,  we  would  respectfully  refer  the 
members  of  the  City  Coimcil  and  the  public  generally, 
to  the  former  communications  from  this  body. 

We  would,  how^ever,  imi>elled  by  the  same  feelings 
which  have  prompted  our  predecessors  to  adopt  the 
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language  of  earnestness  and  satisfEiction  in  their  An- 
nual communications  to  the  authorities  of  the  City, 
with  all  the  sincerity  and  pleasure  which  have  marked 
the  addresses  of  former  bodies,  present  to  you  the  ex- 
pression of  our  confidence  in  the  plan  upon  which  the 
Library  is  founded,  and  our  congratulations  at  the 
success  which  has  attended  the  enterprise. 

The  successful  experience  of  another  year,  has  given 
increased  evidence  of  the  usefulness  and  stability  of 
this  new  and  most  interesting  feature  in  our  municipal 
history. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  no  act  of  the  munici- 
pal authorities  of  New  Bedford  has  reached,  with  its 
recreative  and  improving  operation,  so  large  a  part  of 
our  population,  and  probably  none  has  ever  met  so 
universally  and  deeply  the  approbation  of  the  people. 

How  clearly  and  firmly  has  the  idea  taken  ♦root 
among  us,  that  a  Free  Public  Library  is  the  crowning 
glory  of  the  system  of  public  education,  which  has  been 
from  our  earliest  history,  the  pride  of  Massachusetts. 

The  great  and  important  work  of  the  education  of 
the  people,  called  for  an  agency  which  should  continue 
its  operation  when  the  school  should  give  up  the  train 
ing  of  the  youth,  and  the  active  duties  of  mature  age 
should  demand  a  large  portion  of  the  time  and  atten- 
tion. 

The  habit  of  reading,  formed  and  disciplined  at 
school,  finds  in  the  Public  Library  the  means  of  grat- 
ification and  enlargement. 

Mental  culture,  next  to  the  nurture  of  those  germs 
of  immortality  and  eternal  life  which  is  man's  most  ex- 
alted prerogative,  the  highest  privilege  of  our  nature, 
quickened  by  the  training  which  the  teacher  has  be- 
stowed, finds  encouragement  for  continued  and  expand-' 
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ed  effort,  as  hope  and  help  are  afforded  by  the  ample 
stores  of  the  Public  Library. 

Labor,  seeking  rest  and  recreation  after  the  hours 
of  toil  are  over,  finds  pleasure  and  profit,  innocent  en- 
joyment and  permanent  advantage,  [from  the  shelves 
of  that  ample  collection  of  books  which  an  enlighten- 
ed municipal  action  has  provided  for  its  use. 

The  artist  and  the  artisan,  emulous  of  excellence 
and  eager  for  imprbvement,  resort  to  this  repository 
of  the  works  of  genius  and  skill,  and  find  guidance 
and  encouragement  as  they  make  themselves  acquainted 
with  what  has  already  been  accomplished  in  their  re- 
spective domains,  and  are  made  hopeful  and  ardent  in 
their  efforts  after  excellence. 

Thus  among  our  whole  people,  is  felt  the  potent  and 
healthful  action  of  this  large  and  carefully  selected  de- 
pository of  literature,  science  and  art. 

Thus  among  all  classes,  is  there  diffused  a  love  of 
those  delights  which  attend  upon  the  culture  and  ex- 
ercise of  the  intellectual  powers. 

Thus  are  the  grosser  and  hurtful  modes  of  recrea- 
tion avoided  and  discouraged,  and  relaxation  from  toil 
is  no  longer,  from  necessity,  a  temptation  to  injurious 
indulgence. 

Thus  is  there  fostered  among  us  the  love  of  elegance 
and  refinement,  a  source  of  happiness  to  the  possessor 
and  fuU  of  good  fruit  in  every  community. 

Thus  do  we  encourage  in  their  efforts  after  improve- 
ment and  excellence,  those  who  could  not  by  their  un- 
aided exertions  find  access  to  those  helps  to  progress 
and  high  attainment  afforded  by  the  recorded  labors 
and  discoveries  of  those  who  have  trodden  successfully 
the  same  paths  before  them. 

Tjius  do  we,  by  inciting  tg  intellectual  effprt  and  an 
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enlarged  and  refined  intellectual  action,  give  strength 
and  activity  to  the  higher  principles  of  our  nature. 

Thus  do  we  encourage  the  seekers  after  an  exalting 
and  refining  course  of  pursuit,  in  their  search  after  a 
knowledge  of  the  good,  the  beautiful  and  the  true  in 
the  domains  of  nature  and  art,  giving  a  healthy  and 
commanding  activity  to  those  tastes,  habits  and  pursuits, 
which  axe  in  harmony  with  man's  exalted  nature  and 
'  position,  and  give  an  assurance  of  his  alliance  with  the 
spiritual  and  divine. 

And  we  feel  it  allowable  to  us  to  add,  to  this  brief 
enumeration  of  the  benefits  of  widening  and  deep- 
ening the  current  of  intellectual  wealth,  that  its  wa- 
ters are  not  given  for  man's  present  well  being  and  hap- 
piness only,  but  are  intended  to  mingle  in  harmonious 
and  aidful  action,  with  the  waters  of  life  of  that  pure 
river,  upon  whose  banks  is  found  the  tree  whose  leaves 
are  for  the  healing  and  salvation  of  the  nations. 

Guided  by  the  prominent  and  important  fact  that  in 
the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  an  institution  thus 
popular  in  its  origin  and  design,  the  reading  of  the 
people  should  be  diversified  and  attractive,  the  Trus- 
tees have  endeavored  so  to  distribute  their  outlays  as 
to  meet  this  fundamental  necessity. 

Ours  is  a  Library  for  the  people.  To  meet  the  peo- 
ple's wants  and  the  people's  reasonable  expectations, 
the  books  of  a  Library  for  them  should  be 

"  Various, 
That  the  mind  of  desultory  man, 
Stadious  of  change  and  fond  of  noToltj, 
May  be  indulged.'' 

Within  a  reasonable  limit,  this  desire  for  the  recent 
and  novel  must  be  recognized  and  gratified.  The 
new  publications,  when  within  the  nature  and  means 
of  our  institution,  must  be  found  upon  our  shelveSr 
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There  are  attractions  in  a  new  book  which  some^ 
times  giyes  a  charm  to  its  pages  to  which  it  has 
no  inherent  claim.  Bnt  while  we  have,  as  we  believe, 
giyen  due  heed  in  sentiment  and  action  to  this  fact, 
and  have,  in  this  respect,  met  the  public  expectation 
and  demand,  we  have,  to  a  greater  extent  than  here- 
tofore, added  to  the  number  of  volumes  of  the  stand- 
ard literature  of  our  language.  Such  books  constitute 
the  true  wealth  of  every  library ;  books  of  which  the 
beauty  never  fades,  and  the  wisdom  is  for  all  the  ages. 

Injustice  is  done  to  the  popular  mind,  when  it  is 
represented  as  satisfied  with  the  perusal  of  the  light 
literature  of  the. day.  Most  singularly  unjust  and  of- 
fensive is  the  idea,  that  the  vile  pamphlets  which  are 
knovm  as  the  yellow  covered  literature  of  the  stews, 
are  found  to  any  considerable  extent  disseminated 
among  the  people.  These  books,  reeking  with  impur- 
ity and  poison,  filled  to  repletion  with  all  that  can  , 
stimulate  the  prurient  thought  and  give  fatal  activity  to 
the  beafifly  appetite,  are  not,  we  are  confident,  often 
met  with  among  us. 

Sut  it  is  sorrowful  to  believe,  that,  to  some  extent,  the 
youjig  and  thoughtless  of  our  city  are  exposed  to  the 
deadly  contamination  of  these  pernicious  publications. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  guilty  vendors 
of  these  vile  pages  are  here,  carrying  on  in  secret  their 
horrible  traffic,  and  doing  all  in  their  power  to  spread 
among  our  youth  these  polluted  and  polluting  books. 

Let  the  public  sentiment  brand  the  culprit  with  the 
deepest  marks  of  its  execration. 

Let  the  public  authorities  bring  forth  &om  his  hiding 
place  this  violator  of  human  and  divine  enactments. 

Let  the  outraged  law  visit  him  with  its  heaviest 
penalties,  and  shield  with  its  protecting  arm  the  youth 
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of  our  city  from  the  ruin  which  he  spreads  around  him. 

While  we  know  that  we  are  comparatively  free  from 
the  corrupting  influence  of  the  books  of  which  we 
have  been  speaking,  we  fed  also  confident,  that  there 
is  no  justice  in  the  declaration  that  the  public  are  sat- 
isfied with  what  is  popularly  called  the  light  literature 
of  the  press,  and  seek  no  acquaintance  with  the  more 
profitable  and  substantial  works  which  are  placed  with- 
in their  reach. 

We  believe  that  there  is  among  our  people  an  in- 
creasing disposition  to  give  their  time  and  attention 
less  to  the  fictitious  and  ephemeral  publications  of  the 
day,  and  more  to  those  books,  which  give  to  the  reader 
not  only  that  pleasurable  excitement  which  affords  in- 
nocent recreation,  but  those  lessons  of  knowledge  and 
wisdom  which  render  the  perusal  of  their  pages  one 
of  the  most  profitable  pursuits  in  which' we  can  engage. 

We  rejoice  in  this  belief.  Although  we  would  pass 
no  censure  upon  that  course  of  reading  which  includes, 
to  some  extent,  the  light  literature  to  be  found  in  our 
depositories,  we  feel  anxious  that  such  mental  enter- 
tainment should  occupy  a  secondary  place  in  the  minds 
of  the  people.  We  are  fully  assured,  that  when  the 
pleajsure  and  profit  of  a  higher  grade  of  publications 
have  once  found  a  place  in  our  experience,  but  little 
satisfaction  is  derived  from  the  pages  of  the  novels 
and  noveletts  which  fill  the  shelves  of  the  circulating 
library. 

The  work  of  training  the  mind  to  a  fondness  for 
reading  should  be  commenced  in  early  life.  The  habit 
of  reading  should  be  early  formed.  And  while  the 
young  are  still  under  the  guidance  and  control  of  the 
parent  and  the  teacher,  should  the  foundation  be  laid, 
of  that  habit  of  healthful  discrimination  which  wiU 
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lead,  in  maturer  age,  to  the  rejection,  of  the  merely 
fiivoloos  and  exciting,  and  to  the  choice  of  such  books 
as  will  carry  forward  in  the  mind  and  heart  the  work 
which  anxious  and  judicious  parents  and  experienced 
and  interested  teachers,  have  commenced. 

We  would  counsel  the  parent  to  give  earnest  heed 
to  this  important  subject.  The  bodks  that  his  child  is 
reading  are  doing  a  work  of  good  or  evil  in  the  sus- 
ceptible mind  of  his  offspring,  and  in  this  branch  of 
his  training,  as  in  every  other,  will  it  be  found  to  be 
true 

*<  ThAt  as  the  twig  is  bent  the  tree's  inclined.'^ 

It  is  not  a  habit  of  reading,  merely,  that  brings  pleas- 
ure and  profit  in  its  train. 

A  depraved  appetite  may  be  created  which  seeks 
gratification  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  highest  good  of  the 
mind  and  heart. 

But  this  can  be  guarded  against,  if,  as  the  mental 
powers  expand,  they  are  exercised  and  disciplined,  and 
nourished,  by  a  course  of  reading  and  study  which 
shall  gtve  them  access  to  the  pure  foimtains  of  our 
higher  literature.  The  children  of  our  schools  should 
read,  not  only  that  they  may  learn  that  important  art, 
but  that  the  love  of  the  true,  the  beautiful  and  good, 
may  be  awakened  and  cherished. 

The  use  of  good  books,  as  instruments  for  training 
the  young,  has  not  been  allowed  its  due  importance  by 
the  teachers  and  superintendents  of  our  schools  and 
academies. 

Reading  and  Grammar,  while  they  have  occupied  a 
prominent  place  upon  the  list  of  studies,  have  too  gen- 
erally had  attached  to  them  a  meaning  so  restricted 
and  technical,  that  they  have  failed  to  fulfill  the  impor- 
tant work  which  truly  belongs  to  them.    If  the  max- 
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ims  and  definitions  of  Lindley  Murray  are  recognized 
as  the  supreme  law,  and  every  word  and  sentence  ar- 
ranged and  spoken  in  strict  conformity  with  some  one 
of  the  legion  of  the  manuals  of  those  language-mon- 
gers whose  Grammars  have  become  a  nuisance  among 
us,  the  work  is  supposed  to  be  accomplished. 

But  all  this  may  be  done,  and  the  disciple  of  Murray 
remain  without  any  just  conception  of  the  powers  and 
beauties  of  our  noble  language.  All  this  may  be  done, 
and  yet  the  reading  of  the  scholar  be  utterly  powerless. 
All  this  may  be  done,  and  yet  the  reader  may  not  have 
the  least  apprehension  of  those  niceties  of  meaning, 
those  felicities  of  phrase  and  that  profundity  of 
thought,  which  constitute  the  excellence  of  the  com- 
position. 

These  remarks  are  not,  we  would  respectfully  sub- 
mit, irrelevant  to  the  object  of  this  report.  The  pur- 
poses of  the  Free  Public  Library  are  the  recreation, 
elevation  and  improvement  of  the  public  mind.  The 
books  to  accomplish  this  work  must  be  read,  and  read 
with  a  capacity  to  apprehend  their  meaning  and  with 
a  mind  trained  to  a  love  of  the' beautiful  and  true. 

The  books  of  our  Library  best  fitted  to  carry  for- 
ward the  work  of  education,  commenced  in  the  Public 
School,  are  those  which  will  not  be  read  at  all,  or  if 
read,  wiU  not  be  appreciated,  by  those  who  come  forth 
from  our  schools  destitute  of  the  tastes  and  tendencies 
which  seek  opportunities  for  elevation  and  improvement. 

Deeply  impressed  with  this  truth,  and  clearly  con- 
vinced of  the  potential  position  of  our  higher  litera- 
ture in  the  work  of  training  for  usefulness  and  happi- 
ness the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  people,  we  have  felt 
it  to  be  our  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  parents  and 
teachers  to  this  subject.  ^        i 
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A  great  and  good  work  will  havcbeen  effected,  when 
all  our  teachers  shall  clearly  understand,  and  iinder- 
standingly  inculcate  the  sentiment,  that* correct  read- 
ing is  not  an  attractive  and  powerful  delivery ;  and 
that  a  memory  loaded  by  flattery  or  flagellation  with 
every  particle  of  the  weariness  of  Murray  and  Brown, 
furnishes  but  little  aid  in  the  work  of  obtaining  an 
accurate  and  extensive  knowledge  of  our  noble  Eng- 
lish tongue. 

4A  knowledge  of  language  and  the  ability  to  use  it 
rightly,  and  fully  to  understand  the  written  thoughts 
of  others,  or  effectually  to  give  them  utterance,  are  ac- 
quisitions which  follow  a  diligent  and  comprehensive 
study  of  the  writings  of  those  master  minds,  whose 
genius  and  labor  have  built  up  the  massive  and  beau- 
tiful structure  of  English  literature. 

A  mind  thus  prepared  to  appreciate  and  enjoy  the 
books  of  a  well  selected  depository,  can  understand 
and  appreciate  the  language  of  the  poet  in  his  address 
to  the  silent  teachers  upon  the  shelves  of  his  library : 

«*  Whether  'tis  yonrs  to  lead  the  willing  mind 
Through  history's  mazes,  and  the  turnings  find ; 
Or  whether  led  by  science,  ye  retire, 
Lost  and  bewildered  in  the  Tast  desire ; 
Whether  the  muse  iuTites  jon  to  her  bowers, 
And  crowns  your  placid  brows  with  liTing  flowers ; 
Or  godlike  wisdom  teaches  you  to  show 
The  noblest  road  to  happiness  below ; 
Or  men  and  manners  prompt  the  easy  page 
To  mark  the  flying  follies  of  the  age : 
WhilteTer  good  ye  boast,  that  good  impart ; 
Inform  the  head  and  rectify  the  heart." 

During  the  year  ending  the  4th  instant,  there  have 
been  taken  from  the  Library,  twenty'three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  forty  books. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


12  CITY  DOCUMENT— No.  6.        March, 

The  number  of  new  cards  issued  within  the  same 
period  is  seven  hundred  andfifty-fimr. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  issued  is  three  thotisand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty'^even. 

The  number  of  books  out  at  this  time  is  about  twelve 
hundred. 

Nine  hundred  and  seventy-nine  volumes  have  been, 
added  to  the  Library. 

Of  this  number,  one  hundred  and  five  are  donations. 

The  number  of  volumes  now  belonging  to  the  li- 
brary is  rising  nine  thousand. 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  to  the  City  Gov- 
ernment an  appropriation  of  the  same  sum  for  the 
maintenance  and  increase  of  the  Library  as  has  been 
for  the  last  two  years,  devoted  to  this  object.  This 
sum  has  been  found  sufficient  to  pay  the  annual  ex- 
penses, preserve  the  Library  from  deterioration,  and 
allow  of  an  outlay  for  books  sufficiently  large  to  meet 
the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  public. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Library,  in  their  last  Annual 
Keport,  use  the  following  language  with  reference  to  a 
building  for  its  safety  and  accommodation. 

"  While  the  Board  would  express  themselves  satisfied 
with  the  appropriation  which  was  last  year  voted  to  the 
'  support,  maintenance  and  increase'  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary, and  believe  that  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  next  year  will  be  sufficient  to  sustain  it  in 
a  creditable  and  useful  position,  they  feel  bound  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  City  Government  to  the  fact  that 
more  extensive  and  securer  apartments  are  demanded 
for  its  accommodation. 

"  The  rooms  now  occupied  by  the  Library  are  limit- 
ed and  unsafe.  The  public  need  better  accommoda- 
tions, and  the  books  a  safer  depository.    Our  rooms 
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are  often  too  crowded  for  safety,  comfort  or  conven- 
ience. Our  books,  now  a  large  and  valuable  collection, 
are  every  moment  exposed  to  destruction.  We  feel 
bound  to  state  these  facts  without  circumlocution  or 
qualification. 

"  The  public  good,  in  its  highest  and  most  compre- 
hensive meaning,  demands,  in  our  opmion,  a  deposi- 
tory for  the  Public  Library,  more  extensive  and  more 
secure.  The  value  of  the  books  it  contains,  and  the 
position  it  now  occupies  in  the  public  mind,  claim  for 
it  the  means  of  a  safer  and  more  advantageous  ar- 
rangement for  its  keeping  and  its  use.  In  what  way 
shall  these  objects  so  desirable,  may  we  not  say  indis- 
pensable, be  obtained  ?  How  shall  this  great  and  im- 
minent want  be  met?" 

The  operations  of  the  City  Council  during  the  year, 
render  it  apparent,  that  these  views  in  relation  to  more 
convenient  and  safer  accommodations  for  the  Library, 
were  met  with  favor  on  the  part  of  its  members.  The 
response  to  the  earnest  questioning  of  the  Trustees, 
was  a  liberal  and  sufficient  appropriation  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  for  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public 
Library. 

But  another  year  has  passed  by  and  the  books  are 
still  where  they  long  have  been ;  imperfectly  arranged, 
because  space  is  wanting  to  have  them  otherwise,  and 
constantly  exposed  to  loss,  injury  and  destruction,  and 
the  public  are  still  suffering  from  the  restricted  accom- 
modations allowed  them  when  they  visit  the  Library. 

It  belongs  not  to  us  to  review  the  proceedings  of  the 
City  authorities  in  relation  to  this  subject,  with  a  view 
to  the  determination  of  the  question,  why,  with  a  Coun- 
cil unanimous  in  its  action  upon  the  proposition  to  erect 
a  building  for  the  Library,  the  building  is  not  erected. 
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and  the  books  still  remain  in  their  exposed  and  incon- 
venient location. 

It  would  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  the  Board, 
had  they  been  called  upon  to  discharge  any  service, 
however  humble,  in  the  important  work  of  providing 
for  the  City  a  building  for  its  Library,  worthy  of  the 
wealth,  liberality  and  intelligence  of  our  inhabitants, 
and  of  that  prompt,  decisive  and  liberal  action  which 
marked  the  proceedings  that  resulted  in  the  appro- 
priation for  this  purpose. 

But  while  the  execution  of  this  enlightened  and 
generous  design  must  be  left  with  their  'successors,  it 
will  always  remain  an  honorable  distinction  of  the 
present  Municipal  Body,  that  they  have  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  its  ultimate  accomplishment. 

We  would  most  respectfully  avoid  any  expression 
of  feeling  or  opinion,  that  does  not  belong  to  the  posi- 
tion we  occupy  in  relation  to  this  subject,  as  the  ser- 
vants of  the  Council.  We  have  set  forth  the  wants 
of  the  Library.  We  have  shown  tfie  necessity  for 
ampler  and  safer  accommodations.  We  have  endeav- 
ored to  present  to  you  a  faithful  statement  of  the  pub- 
lic wants  and  the  public  wishes.  It  only  remains  for 
us  to  express  the  hope,  that  it  may  be  found  in  accor- 
dance with  the  public  convenience,  and  a  proper  re- 
gard to  prudence  and  economy  to  have  no  further  delay 
in  the  commencement  of  this  important  undertaking. 

The  year  that  has  passed,  like  those  which  have 
preceded  it,  since  the  opening  of  the  Library,  has  af- 
forded evidence  of  the  interest  with  which  it  is  re- 
garded by  the  friends  of  "  a  more  genial  culture"  both 
at  home  and  abroad. 

Books  and  other  publications  have  been  received  as 
follows : 
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From  Mrs,  Eliza  Wood,  Charles  L.  Flint,  Esq.,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  the  Hon.  J.  H.  W. 
Page,  of  Boston,  tha  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Prof. 
Louis  Agassiz,  through  the  Hon.  John  H.  Clifford,  A. 
D.  Bache,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey, 
Martyn  Paine,  Esq.,  Thomas  A.  Greene,  Esq.,  J.  B. 
Congdon,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Shepherd  Knapp,  of  New 
York,  Charles  Johnson,  Esq.,  of  Norwich,  Henry  C. 
Carey,  Esq,  of  Philadelphia,  Messrs.  Lindsay  &  Black- 
stone,  of  Philadelphia,  Doct.  Edward  Jarvis,  of  Dor- 
chester, John  Hartshorn,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  the  Smith- 
sonian Institute,  the  Connecticut  Horticultural  Soci- 
ety, the  State  of  New  York,  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Commissioner  of  Pa- 
tents, the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  by  the  Hon.  Robert 
C.  Winthrop. 

Some  of  the  works  thus  received  are  rare  and  val- 
uable, all  useful,  and  all  more  than  welcome.  In  ac- 
cordance with  our  duty  and  our  rules,  we  have  already 
expressed  our  thanks  to  the  generous  donors  for  their 
valuable  contributions.  Wc  would,  however,  in  this 
public  and  general  manner,  convey  to  them  on  behalf 
of  our  City,  a  renewed  declaration  of  our  grateful  feel- 
ings. May  this  thoughtful  regard  for  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  our  highly  cherished  Institution  continue 
and  increase ;  so  that  every  year  the  Trustees  may  be 
called  upon  to  discharge  the  pleasing  duty  of  making 
public  a  long  and  continually  lengthening  list  of  its 
friends  and  benefactors. 

We  would  close  our  Report  by  recommending  the 
Free  Public  Library  to  the  continued  regard  and  fos- 
tering care  of  the  Government  and  the  People. 
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A  small  balance  remains  on  the  books  of  the  City 
Treasurer  to  the  credit  of  the  account 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jr., 

Mayor  of  the  City,  and,  ex-ojfficio, 

Pres't  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Abner  J.  Phipps,  Sec'y. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 


,0     ..  J^BraCJlEDINGS 


OK  TH1E  OOCASIOV  OF 


I  LAYING  THE  CORNER-STONE 

OF.  THE 

LIBBAEY  EDIFICE, 


EREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 


A 


CITY  OF  NEW  BEDFORD, 
August  28,  185G. 


NEW-BEDFORD : 


E.  ANTHONY.  PRINTER  TO  THE  CITY. 


1856. 


^f^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Q 


PROCEEDINGS 


ox  THX  00CA8Z0V  OF 


LAYING  THE  COMER-STONE 

OF  THE 

LIBRARY  EDIFICE,   . 

FOB  THE 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

OF  THE 

CITY  OFJ^W  BEDFORD, ^^t^i J.  ^ 
August  28, 1856. 


NEW-BEDFORD: 
R  ANTHONY,  PRINTER  TO  THE  CITY. 

1856. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  held 
Sept  1st,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Publication  request 
of  his  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  James  B.  Congdon,  and 
Charles  T.  Congdon,  Esqs.,  copies  of  the  Addresses 
delivered  by  them,  for  publication. 

Also,  That  they  cause  2,000  copies  to  be  printed  of 
the  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  our  Comer-Stone 
Ceremonial. 

ABNER  J.  PHIPPS,  Clerk. 
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The  Camer-Stone  of  the  edifice  for  the  Free  Public 
library  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  was,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Btdlding 
Commissioners,  laid  on  Thursday  the  28th  day  of 
August,  1856. 

At  three  o'clock  on  that  day,  the  Commissioners  as- 
sembled at  the  ojEce  of  the  Mayor,  at  the  City  HalL 

At  half  after  three  o'clock,  a  procession  was  formed 
on  Market  Square,  South  side  of  the  City  Hall,  which 

was  arranged  as  follows : 

I.  Assistant  Marshal. 

2.     New  Bedford  Brass  Band. 

3.     Marshal. 

4.     Ex-Mayors  of  the  City. 

5.     Clergy. 

6.     Aldermen  and  Ex- Aldermen  of  the  City. 

7.     Members  of  the  Common  Coimcil. 

8.     Ex-Members  of  the  Common  Council. 

9.     Architect  and  Contractor. 

10.     City  Clerk,  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  and 

City  Treasurer. 

II.  School  Committee. 

12.  Other  City  Officers. 

13.  Citizens  Generally. 
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At  the  hour  last  above  named,  the  procession  moved 
into  Sixth  street,  and  from  thence  to  the  site  of  the 
buflding,  through  Union  and  Purchase  streets. 

In  the  meantime  the  Building  Commissioners  had 
assembled  at  the  same  spot,  and  there  they  received 
the  procession  upon  its  arrival. 

The  gathering,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  respecta- 
ble ever  assembled  in  New  Bedford,  was  then  called  to 
order  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  introduced  the 
exercises  by  the  following  remarks : 

Fellow  Citizens  : — ^We  are  now  assembled,  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  the  Corner-Stone  of  an  edifice  for 
the  first  Free  Public  Library  ever  instituted. 

As  a  fitting  and  appropriate  commencement  of  the 
exercises  incident  to  the  occasion,  the  Throne  of  Grace 
will  be  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Parker,  now 
in  attendance  for  that  purpose. 


PRAYER. 

BY    THE    BEV.    H.    W.    PARKEK. 


QuR  Father  who  art  in  Heaven  i  Hallowed  be  Thy  name.  We 
adore  Thee,  Creator  of  all  things,  our  Maker  and  Preserver.  We 
bless  Thee  for  this  auspicious  day,  which  rejoices  in  the  sunshine 
of  Thy  smile,  and  the  glories  of  the  season,  ordered  in  all  its 
changes  by  Thee.  Thou  art  the  source  of  all  light,  beauty  and 
joy — the  fountain  of  all  power  and  grace. 

Most  fervently  would  we  praise  Thee,  on  this  happy  occasion, 
for  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Thy  dear  Son,  in  whose  name  we  come 
to  Thee,  and  through  whom  every  blessing  descends  to  us.  We 
acknowledge  Thy  Gospel  as  the  foundation  of  our  civil  institutions 
— the  great  promoter  of  truth  and  liberty,  of  peace  and  enterprise. 
To  its  influence  wo  thankfully  refer  the  social  elevation,  the  high 
intellectual  advantages  and  the  commercial  prosperity  of  this  and 
every  like  community-^— all  things  that  make  possible  the  establish- 
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jnent  and  success  of  such  an  institution  as  this — a  Library  as  free 
to  all,  the  high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  as  the  air  of 
lieaven  and  the  grace  of  God. 

To  Thee  we  owe  our  being,  our  capacities  of  intelligence,  and 
the  faculties  for  those  arts  which  have  gathered  and  conveyed  to 
us  the  rich  stores  of  human  knowledge.  To  Thee  we  owe  our 
success  in  every  undertaking ;  if  the  Lord  build  not  the  house, 
they  labor  in  vain  who  build  it. 

In  Thy  name,  and  the  name  of  Thine  ever  blessed  Son,  our 
Lord,  we  lay  this  Corner-Stone ;  let  Thy  blessing  be  upon  the 
foundation,  and  these  rising  walls,  and  upon  all  the  progress  of 
this  matter,  and  its  results.  Let  no  accident  mar  the  joy  of  the 
work,  nor  any  evil  interrupt  it.  Grant  Thy  protection  to  this 
edifice  continually ;  guard  it  from  the  warring  elements  of  nature, 
^and  from  the  storms  of  national  strife  and  calamity.  Continue  to 
us  especially  that  civil  freedom,  without  which  this  institution 
ivould  be  shorn  of  its  glory  and  its  good.  May  Thy  Spirit  inspire 
the  hearts  of  our  citizens  with  the  liberality  needful  to  sustain  it ; 
«nd  here  may  it  stand,  in  all  coming  time,  to  conserve  our  rights, 
to  radiate  light,  to  be  a  bulwark  of  virtue  and  true  religion,  and 
a  blessing  to  the  aged  and  the  young,  generation  after  generation. 

May  similar  benign  institutions  spring  up  everywhere,  until  all 
men  shall  possess  the  lofty  advantages  which  we  enjoy.  Purify, 
-we  pray  Thee,  our  literature,  advance  its  character  and  interests, 
«nd  cause  it  to  ^nd  abroad  a  salutary  influence^  to  the  ends  of  the 
world. 

Command  Thy  blessing  now  on  all  who  have  been  in  any  way 
engaged  in  this  work — upon  architect  and  artizan — ^upon  this 
Xaivored  city,  its  magistrates,  its  officer b,  and  all  its  population. 
Attend  us  in  the  exercises  of  this  hour.  Bless  our  common 
country  ;  may  peace  and  truth,  freedom  and  righteousness,  triumph 
here  and  everywhere  ;  and  may  Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be 
done,  on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  heaven.  All  which  we  ask  for  the 
^sake  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 


His  Honor,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  Mayor  of  the 
C!ity  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
"wthen  addressed  the  people. 
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ADDRESS 

BY    THE    HON.    GEOKGE    HOWLAND,    JK.,    MAYOK. 


Before  proceeding  to  the  mechanical  portion  of  this 
interesting  ceremony,  I  will,  in  a  few  words,  give  some 
account  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Institution,  for 
the  purposes  of  which  this  structure,  now  about  to  be 
erected,  is  mainly  to  be  appropriated. 

On  the  24th  of  5th  month  (May)  1851,  an  Act  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  giving  au- 
thority to  towns  and  cities  to  establish  Free  Libraries 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants. 

On  the  8th  of  7th  mo.  (July)  of  the  same  year, 
Warren  Ladd,  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  from 
Ward  One,  introduced  an  order  into  that  branch  of 
the  City  Government  "  for  the  raising  of  a  Committee 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing  in  this  city 
a  Free  Public  Library ;"  this  order  was  adopted  in  the 
Common  Council,  but  was  non-concurred  in  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  or- 
der ever  introduced  into  any  representative  body  for  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institution ;  and  to  this  gen- 
tleman, must  and  does  belong  the  honor,  of  having 
taken  the  initiatory  step  towards  the  establishment  of 
a  library  for  the  public  by  the  people  themselves. 

On  the  27th  of  5th  mo.  (May)  1852,  a  petition 
signed  by  James  B.  Congdon  and  others,  asking  an 
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appropriation  for  the  establishment  of  a  Free  Library, 
was  presented  to  the  City  Council  and  referred  to  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  who 
reported  on  the  14th  of  6th  mo.  (June)  following, 
recommending  an  appropriation  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a 
Public  Library. 

The  Committee  stated,  that  they  were  influenced  in 
making  the  recommendation,  by  a  communication  from 
the  proprietors  of  the  "  Social  Library,"  containing 
about  five  thousand  volumes,  offering  it  "  as  a  basis 
for  the  Free  Public  Library,  to  give  it  a  position  for 
immediate  and  extensive  usefulness,  and  to  open  to  the 
inhabitants  the  means  of  innocent  enjoyment  and  use- 
ful acquisition,  and  be  a  source  of  commendable  pride 
to  our  citizens." 

This  recommendation  was  adopted  ;  and  the  library 
was  established  in  the  room  it  now  occupies,  on  Union 
street,  under  the  direction  of  a  Board  of  Trustees,  con- 
sisting of  the  Mayor,  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  and  three  others  selected  from  the  citizens 
at  large,  which  last  are  annually  chosen  by  the  City 
Council.  The  Library  thus  established  has  been,,  and 
continues  to  be,  a  source  of  pleasure  and  profit  to  a 
very  large  portion  of  our  citizens. 

On  the  23d  of  5th  mo.  (May)  1853,  the  gentleman 
before  alluded  to,  who  introduced  the  original  order, 
offered  another ;  "  instructing  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Property  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting 
a  fire  proof  building  on  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the 
City  on  William  street,  suitable  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  Free  Public  Library,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
which  order  was  adopted  in  concurrence. 
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The  attention  of  the  City  Council  was  next  called 
to  the  subject  in  the  6th  mo.  (June)  1854,  by  a  special 
report  of  the  Trustees,  and  again  in  the  next  annual 
report  of  the  same  body,  urging  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding a  safer  and  more  convenient  depository  for  the 
books.  It  was  still  further  commended  to  them  in  the 
Inaugural  Address  of  the  Mayor  in  the  4th  mo.  (April) 
1855,  whose  recommendation  was  referred  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Public  Property,  who  subse- 
quently reported  in  favor  of  the  erection  of  a  suitable 
building.  After  some  months  spent  in  the  discussion 
of  the  merits  of  different  situations,  it  was  finally 
located  on  the  site  we  now  occupy;  but  as  the  season 
was  far  advanced,  it  was  not  thought  best  to  proceed 
with  the  work  until  another  year. 

In  the  5th  mo.  (May)  of  the  present  year,  the  papers 
relating  to  the  subject,  were  taken  from  the  files  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Property  and  the 
Trustees  of  the  Library,  who,  after  considering  thereon, 
reported  to  the  Council,  proposing  the  location  of  the 
building,  where  the  foundation  now  rests,  which  report 
was  accepted,  and  they  were  appointed  Commissioners 
to  procure  plans  and  superintend  the  erection  of  the 
building,  alid  were  authorized  to  go  forward  with  the 
work  without  delay. 

The  Commissioners,  after  advertising  for  and  re- 
ceiving proposals  from  several  persons  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  building,  according  to  plans  and  specifica- 
tions drawn  by  Solomon  K.  Eaton,  the  architect  of  the 
building,  which  had  been  adopted  by  them,  entered 
into  a  contract  with  Henry  Pierce,  of  this  city,  to  erect 
and  complete  the  building,  towards  the  accomplishment 
of  which,  he  has  progressed  as  you  now  see. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  lay  the  Comer  Stone. 
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The  box,  containing  the  articles  which  had  been  collected  for 
the  purpose,  was  then  placed  in  the  cavity  prepared  for  it. 

The  Comer- Stone  was  then  hoisted,  and  suspended  over  the 
spot  it  was  to  occupy. 

A  burnished  steel  trowel,  with  a  mahogany  handle,  mounted 
with  silver,  was  then  handed  to  the  Mayor  by  the  Contractor  and 
Master  Builder,  Mr.  Henry  Pierce.  The  Stone  being  properly 
bedded  it  was  lowered  into  >ts  place  and  accurately  adjusted. 

The  Mayor  then  concluded  his  Address  as  follows  : 

That  the  library  to  be  located  in  the  building,  the 
Comer-Stone  of  which  we  have  now  laid,  may  ever 
continue  to  receive,  as  it  has  thus  far  received,  the  fos- 
tering care  of  the  City  Government,  and  that  the  rich 
treasures  with  which  it^shelves  will  be  stored,  may  be 
a  means  of  healthful  and  agreeable  recreation,  not  only 
to  us  of  the  present  day,  but  to  our  children  and  our 
children's  children  through  all  coming  generations,  is 
the  fervent  desire,  and  may  I  not  say  the  fervent  prayer 
of  those  who  have  been  instrumental  in  promoting  this 
great  public  work ;  a  work  which  will  redound  to  the 
credit  of  our  city,  when  we  who  are  now  participating 
in  these  exercises  shall  have  gone  hence  to  be  seen  of 
men  no  more  forever. 

The  exercises  at  the  site  of  the  Library  Edifice  being  finished, 
the  procession  was  again  formed,  and,  preceded  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, moved  to  the  City  Hall. 

Every  seat,  but  those  reserved  for  the  procession,  was  already 
filled,  and  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  people  assembled  in  the 
Square  could  enter. 

After  some  appropriate  and  beautifully  executed  music  by  the 
New  Bedford  Brass  Band,  the  exercises  commenced  and  proceeded 
in  the  following  order  : 
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HYMN. 

Written  for  the  occasion  by  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Parkek, 

And  sung  hj  a  Choir  of  Children  from  the  Public  Schools,  under 

the  direction  of  Mr.  Jason  White. 

We  bless  Thee,  Lord,  that  nature's  plan. 
Embraced  the  noble  work  of  man ; 
The  granite  mount,  the  coral  isle, 
Are  Thine,  and  Thine  the  chiseled  pile. 

Nor  less  we  praise  Thee  for  the  lore 
This  hive  of  knowledge  yet  may  store  ; 
The  brain  and  tongue,  the  pen  and  press, 
Thy  wisdom  own,  Thy  power  confess. 

Thou,  too,  hast  writ  creation's  page. 
And  hast  unrolled,  from  age  to  age. 
The  scroll  of  Time,  and  kindled  bright 
Pure  Fancy's  fire  and  Reason's  light. 

Be  this  a  lighthouse  of  the  mind, 
Shining  with  rays  of  truth  refined  ; 
Be  this  a  fortress  of  the  free, 
To  guard  with  truth  our  liberty. 

In  His  great  name,  the  Corner- Stone, 
We  plant  these  walls  ;  to  God  alone, 
Maker  of  earth  and  sky  and  sea, 
The  kingdom,  power  and  glory  b^. 


The  following  Address,  prepared  at  the  request  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, was  then  delivered  by  J.  B.  Congdon,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  as  such,  one  of  the  Building  Commissioners. 
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ADDRESS 


BY    JJIM£S   B.    CONGDON,   ESQ. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Qentlemen  op  the  City  Council,  and  Fellow 
Citizens  : 

The  work  assigned  for  this  day  is  done. 

The  Corner-Stone  is  laid — ^the  Corner-Stone  of 
our  Library  Edifice— of  a  building  for  the  Free 
Public  Library  of  New  Bedford  :  our  library  the  first 
whose  doors  were  ever  opened,  established  by  the  peo- 
ple and  free  to  all  the  people :  our  comer-stone  the 
second*  ever  laid,  in  obedience  to  the  popular  will  and 
consecrated  to  the  same  exalted  purpose. 

You  have,  Mr.  Mayor,  at  the  spot  of  our  first  as- 
sembling, a  spot  dedicated  forever  to  the  cause  of  a 
genial  culture,  to  enlightened  recreation,  intelligence 
and  virtue,  given  the  brief  but  interesting  history  of 
those  Municipal  proceedings  which  have  resulted  in 
the  event  which  we  this  day  hail  with  so  much  joy,  and 
recognize  and  celebrate  by  these  demonstrations  of 
public  attention  and  regard. 

The  foundation  walls  are  firmly  placed ;  the  Comer- 
Stone  is  immovably  fixed  in  its  appropriate  position ; 

*The  Corner-Stone  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  was  laid  Sept.  I7th,  1855. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


13 

an  enlightened  and  ever  to  be  commemorated  public 
liberality  has  provided  ample  means ;  devoted,  earnest 
and  competent  Commissioners  have  been  selected  and 
given  themselves  to  the  work ;  an  Architect,  with  a 
large  experience,  a  cultivated  taste,  and  an  affluence  of 
that  zeal  and  love  of  the  beautiful  and  true  which  finds 
its  highest  reward  in  giving  form  and  fixedness  to  their 
creations,  has  given  us  arrangements  of  convenience 
and  elevations  of  beauty  ;  a  Master  Builder  has  grap- 
pled with  the  undertaking,  who,  to  that  clear  appre- 
hension of  beauty  and  fitness  which  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion of  architectural  success,  and  that  practical  knowl- 
edge without  which  all  architectural  affluence  were  as 
worthless  as  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,  unites  that 
love  of  art,  that  meritorious  striving  after  excellence, 
that  praiseworthy  emulation  after  a  high  and  enduring 
reputation,  which  are  an  earnest  of  well-doing,  and  a 
pledge  that  a  liberal  devotedness  of  means  and  a  design 
of  skill  and  beauty  can  safely  be  entrusted  to  his 
mechanical  guardianship. 

Thus  auspiciously  have  we  commenced  our  work. 
Thus  do  we  find  on  the  day  devoted  to  the  important 
and  interesting  ceremony  of  placing  the  Comer-Stone 
of  our  edifice,  that  the  forms  and  the  forces  by  whose 
combination  and  harmonious  action  the  work  is  to  be 
accomplished  are  all  arranged  and  marshalled,  and  give- 
to  all  an  assurance  of  a  speedy  and  perfect  consumma- 
tion. 

Allow  me,  fellow-citizens,  to  congratulate  you  upon 
this  memorable  and  auspicious  event.  Allow  me  to- 
use  the  language  of  a  chastened  exultation  and  a  reason- 
able enthusiasm  in  view  of  the  high  position  given  to- 
us  as  a  community  by  this  noble  work,  and  of  the  un- 
speakable advantages  which  will  flow  to  this  people 
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from  the  Institution  which  will  have  this  heautrful 
edifice  as  the  guardian  of  its  intellectual  treasures ; 
the  attractive  home  of  the  seekers  after  intellectual  en* 
joyment  and  wealth;  Jthe  perennial  source  and  the 
truthful  emblazonry  of  refinement,  high  mental  cul* 
tivation,  a  correct  taste,  and  a  heartfelt  love  of  all 
things  beautiful  and  pure. 

Well  may  we  look  with  pride  and  satisfaction  uf)on 
the  work  in  which  our  hands  are  engaged:  a  work 
which  warm  hearts  and  enlightened  understandings 
have  originated  and  carried  forward  to  a  condition,  in 
view  of  which  we  are  allowed  to  pronounce  with  cer- 
tainty upon  a  speedy  completion  and  a  perfect  realiza- 
tion of  our  most  sanguine  anticipations.  We  have  a 
right  to  be  joyous.  It  becomes  us  to  give  the  hour  of 
our  simple  ceremonial  to  the  utterance  of  words  of 
congratulation  and  modest  triumph.  It  is  good  for  us 
to  be  here. 

It  is  good  for  us  to  unite  in  an  invocation  for  the 
blessing  of  Him,  who  must  build  the  house  if  the 
workmen  would  not  labor  in  vain. 

Well  is  it  for  us  to  join  with  jubilant  hearts  and 
voices,  aided  by  music's  elevating  strain  and  the 
breathing  thoughts  and  burning  words  of  the  poet,  in 
giving  expression  to  the  fulness  of  our  joy  at  this  glo- 
rious fruition  of*  our  long  cherished  purposes  and 
hopes.  With  the  ardor  of  a  great  and  sacred  purpose,, 
with  the  exuberant  joyousness  of  banished  anxiety  and 
realized  hopes  and  anticipations,  we  would  invoke  the 
aid  of  all  those  instrumentalities  which  minister  at  the 
altar  of  refinement,  patriotism,  taste,  intellectual  cul- 
ture and  an  elevated  morality,  in  giving  fitting  expres- 
sion to  the  emotions  inspired  by  the  occasion  which 
has  convened  us. 
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You,  Mr.  Mayor,  in  the  brief  but  comprehensive  re- 
cital which  you  have  given  us  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  the  Institution  whose  Comer-Stone  you  have  this 
day  laid,  have  told  a  story  wliich  will  be  remembered 
and  cherished  by  enlightened  minds  and  grateful  hearts 
in  all  coming  time.  You  have  done  a  good  work. 
The  hearty  concurrence  and  earnest  devotedness  which 
yofl  have  given  to  this  undertaking,  an  undertaking  so 
potential  in  its  promises  of  blessing  to  the  people  who 
have  bestowed  upon  you  their  highest  and  most  honor- 
able place,  demand  from  all,  and  will  receive  from  an 
appreciative  and  grateful  constituency,  the  meed  of 
their  approbation  and  applause.  And  not  only  from 
us  will  go  forth  the  tribute  of  heartfelt  approval  and 
declarations  of  earnest  and  honorable  acclaim.  The 
coming  generations  will,  as  they  rise  up,  call  you 
blessed.  The  more  deeply  they  shall  drink  at  the 
fountain  which  you  and  your  official  predecessors  and 
coadjutors  have  opened,  the  more  intense  will  be  the 
sentiments  of  gratefiil  retrospection  with  which  they 
will  look  back  upon  this  day,  and  upon  that  elevated 
and  far-reaching  activity  which  gave  to  them  a  legacy 
so  valuable  and  so  cherished. 

And  while  we  are  thus  engaged,  while  the  earnest 
eflForts  of  the  past,  the  rich  realizations  of  the  present, 
and  the  bright  anticipations  of  the  future,  mingle  into 
a  feeling  of  deep  and  thrilling  emotion,  is  it  not  al- 
lowed to  us  to  look  upon  the  work  of  our  hands  from 
a  point  more  elevated  than  that  which  circumscribes 
our  vision  to  the  fleeting  interests  of  time  ? 

Man,  in  the  most  exalted  elements  of  his  character, 
belongs  to  a  state  of  never  fading  joy,  of  never  ceasing 
progress.  He  is  here  to  be  trained  for  a  higher  home, 
a  holier  happiness.     And  can  we  not,  when  we  regard 
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with  a  perfect  apprehension  the  influence  which  be- 
longs to  such  an  institution  as  this,  when  we  follow  it 
into  the  future,  and  faith  and  hope  surround  it  with 
influences  so  pure  and  elevating  that  they  constitute 
golden  links  in  the  chain  which  connects  the  children 
of  earth  with  the  throne  of  the  Eternal,  obtain  that 
higher  and  holier  eminence  ? 

May  we  not  hallow  our  proceedings,  and  give*to 
them  a  deeper  significance  and  value,  by  stamping  upon 
them  the  impress  of  a  Religious  sanction  and  a  Chris* 
tian  aim  ? 

With  the  thought  thus  directed,  and  the  heart  thus 
touched  to  the  high  issues  of  an  immortal  hope,  let  us 
lay  to  heart  the  words  which  we  have  heard. 

Let  us  in  the  spirit  of  them  of  the  olden  time,  when 
the  Leader  of  the  Hosts  of  Israel  "took  a  Great 
STO^'E  AND  SET  IT  UP  "  to  be  a  witness  unto  the  people, 
inasmuch  as  it  had  heard  all  the  words  he  had  spoken, 
here  record  our  vow,  that  we  will  sustain  this  Institu- 
tion and  hand  it  over,  beautified  and  enlarged,  to  the 
fostering  care  of  our  children,  not  only  adorned  with 
the  graces  of  intellect  and  taste,  but  shining  in  a  bright- 
ness borrowed  from  the  effulgence  of  the  Sun  of  Right- 
eousness. 

May  He  who  has  given  to  man  the  capacity  for  in- 
tellectual acquirement  and  progress,  and  the  command 
to  employ  it ;  who  has  created  in  the  human  mind  a 
hunger  and  thirst  after  knowledge,  and  given  to  His 
children  the  key  to  unlock  its  exhaustless  store-houses ; 
who  has  made  the  earnest  and  honest  work  of  the 
mind  a  delight,  and  the  results  of  that  work  a  rich  and 
enduring  possession ;  and  who  has  ordained  it  to  be 
man's  highest  glory  that  he  can  be  trained  to  a  partic- 
ipation in  the  felicity  which  belongs  to  the  Infinite 
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wisdom  and  purity ;  may  He  bless  the  work  of  our 
hands  and,  for  all  time,  have  it  under  His  holy 
guardianship.  ^ 

But  while  our  minds  are  occupied  and  our  hearts 
are  elated  with  the  thoughts  and  feelings  bom  of  this 
hour  of  high  attainment  and  confident  anticipation,  let 
us  be  careful,  lest  the  absorbing  interests  of  the  present 
shall  cause  us  to  be  unjust  to  the  past. 

Our  municipality  has  just  reached  the  age  of  three 
score  years  and  ten — ^the  time  allo,tted  to  man — ^but  a 
brief  period  in  the  existence  of  a  community.  Let  it 
not  be  supposed,  because  we  now  celebrate  the  day 
which  is  to  constitute  an  era  in  our  local  history,  that 
all  the  days  of  the  seventy  years  of  our  municipal  being 
have  passed  away,  leaving  no  evidence  of  that  regard 
for  the  education  of  the  people,  and  that  love  of  in- 
tellectual effort  and  attainment,  which  constitute  the 
attractive  features  of  the  present  movement. 

The  chronicles  of  our  community  are  not  thus  bar- 
ren. 

We  need  not  blush  for  our  beloved  city,  to  have 
spread  before  the  world  the  record  of  its  corporate 
proceedings, — from  the  time  when  John  Pickens  re- 
corded the  vote  passed  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  in  1787 — "that  there  be  one  person  em- 
ployed as  a  town  schoolmaster  in  this  town,"  to  the 
year  now  approaching  its  close,  when  the  number  of 
our  Public  School  Teachers  is  probably  greater  than 
that  of  all  the  voters  present  at  that  first  municipal 
assemblage ;  and  the  successor  of  John  Pickens,  our 
present  worthy  City  Clerk,  has  recorded  the  official 
ordinances,  by  which  more  than  fifty  thousand  dol- 
LAB8  are  bestowed  upon  the  Free  Schools  of  the  city, 
and  a  sum  of  one  half  the  magnitude,  to  the  Free 
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Public  Library,  the  crowning  glory  of  our  Free  School 
System, — ^from  the  date  of  that  same  first  meetmg,  when 
that  same  hAest  John,  and  there  are  some  who  hear 
me  who  know  How  eminently  he  deserved  that  honora- 
ble prefix  to  his  name,  recorded  in  his  large  round 
hand  the  vote,  "  that  John  Pickens,  (town  treasurer) 
ss  soon  as  money  sufficient  therefor  comes  into  the 
treasury,  shall  purchase  a  rheim  of  paper  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  books  convenient  for  the  Records  and 
Accompts  of  said  town,"  to  the  present  year  of  our 
corporate  existence,  when  the  printing,  books  and 
stationery,  called  for  by  the  business  of  the  city,  cost 
a  larger  sum  than  the  whole  amount  voted  for  town 
purposes  in  the  year  One  of  our  municipal  era, — ^from 
the  time  when  two  hundred  pounds  currency^  embraced 
the  whole  amount  assessed  upon  the  constable's  list  of 
polls  and  the  humble  estates  of  the  people,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  town  government,  to  this  day  of  enlarged 
population  and  expanded  wealth,  when  the  property  of 
our  people  is  numerated  by  tens  of  millions ;  when 
the  list  of  the  fortunate  holders  fills  the  pages  of  the 
public  journals  and  is  gazed  upon  by  the  world,  not 
only  for  its  length,  but  for  its  grand  total  of  twenty- 
seven  millions  of  dollars ;  when  the  aggregate  of  the 
sums  appropriated  to  public  uses  for  the  year  amounts 
to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  three- 
tenths  of  which  outlay  is  to  be  directly  expended  for 
the  intellectual  benefit  of  the  inhabitants. 

To  provide  a  schoolmaster,  was  a  part  of  the  business 
of  the  first  meeting  of  our  people  in  the  first  year  of 
their  independent  existence :  to  provide  for  one  hundred 
schoolmasters  and  schoolmistresses,  is  recorded  among 
the  acts  of  the  present  year,  separated  but  three  score 
jears  and  ten  from  the  date  of  our  himible  beginning. 
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In  each  case  an  enlightened  regard  for  the  highest 
welfare  of  the  people,  corporate  and  individual,  gave 
the  impulse  to  the  act. 

The  principle,  that  the  public  good  demands  a  public 
provision  for  the  education  of  the  people,  was  under- 
stood and  obeyed  amidst  the  poverty  of  the  first,  as 
amidst  the  wealth  of  the  present  year  of  our  municipal 
life. 

But  not  alone  to  the  corporate  records  of  our  com- 
munity are  we  to  look  for  the  fruits  of  that  thought- 
ful and  conscientious  activity  which  springs  from  a 
clear  view  of  man's  highest  good,  and  which  results  in 
self-denying  effort  and  a  generous  devotion  of  means 
for  its  promotion. 

There  is  a  history,  bom  not  of  the  acts  of  town- 
meeting  majorities  and  orders  in  council,  not  recorded 
by  official  chroniclers  or  executed  by  official  stipendi- 
aries, not  less  interesting  and  honorable  than  that  which 
is  to  be  gathered  from  our  corporation  annals. 

Upon  its  first  page,  is  impressed  the  name  of  a  man, 
whose  commanding  form  and  noble  and  venerable 
features,  will,  when  that  name  shall  be  spoken,  become 
distinctly,  I  had  almost  said  luminously,  visible  to  the 
mind's  eye  of  many  who  now  hear  me. 

♦William  Rotch,  lived  in  this  community  a  long 
and  useful  life,  an  honor  and  a  blessing  to  our  people 
and  the  world.  That  beautiful  and  elevated  site,  which 
nearly  half  a  century  ago  was  dedicated  to  the  sacred  ^ 
cause  of  education,  and  the  modest  but  tasteful  struc- 
ture by  which  it  is  occupied,  were  the  offering  of  his 
enlarged  understanding  and  philanthropic  spirit  to  the 
cause  of  learning  and  virtue. 
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It  may  be,  that  but  few  who  have  been  trained  with- 
in its  walls,  have  been  known  to  the  world  as  the 
recipients  of  civic  or  academic  honors. 

A  wise  head,  an  honest  heart,  and  a  happy  home, 
are  better  than  fame  or  fortune,  a  sceptred  hand,  or  a 
laureled  brow. 

And  many  there  have  been,  and  many  there  are  now, 
who  as  participants  in  the  bounty  of  William  Rotch, 
the  founder  and  munificent  benefactor  of  the  Friends' 
Academy,  and  as  pupils  of  a  ♦Brewjer,  a  ♦Greene,  a 
♦Page,  or  a  ♦Phipps,  have  exhibited  in  their  characters 
and  lives  the  commanding  and  enduring  influence  of  a 
spotless  example,  and  of  instruction,  imparted  and 
received  with  those  concomitants  of  conscientiousness 
and  courtesy  which  make  virtue  lovely  and  knowledge 
a  delight. 

May  the  mild  wisdom,  the  simple  energy,  the  un- 
wavering adherence  to  the  right,  which  made  the 
founder  of  our  only  aQ3,demic  institution  so  bright  a 
pattern  of  manliness  of  character  and  Christian  use- 
fulness, give  light,  and  guidance,  and  strength,  to  those, 
many  of  whom  are  rich  in  an  alliance  close  and  cher- 
ished to  their  worthy  predecessor,  who  now  administer 
its  affairs.  May  prosperity  attend  upon  every  effort  to 
increase  its  efficiency  and  extend  its  influence.  And 
when  the  second  half  of  the  century  shall  close  upon  its 
career,  may  it  be  then,  as  now,  rich  in  a  history  of  use- 
fulness, and  strong  in  the  guardianship  of  the  wise, 
the  good,  and  the  honored  of  our  people. 

Turn  we  now,  to  a  more  recently  written  page  in 
the  annals  of  private  worth  and  individual  and  en- 
lightened munificence.     It  is  still  moist  with  the  tear 
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of  bereavement.  It  speaks  of  one  who,  but  yesterday, 
trod  the  streets  of  our  city,  and  who  was  seen  in  all 
the  marts  of  business.  It  tells  us  of  a  man,  who,  as  a 
merchant,  had  few  rivals  and  no  superior ;  endowed 
w4th  a  sagacity  that  seldom  erred,  an  activity  that 
never  faltered,  a  prudence  that  gave  no  audience  to 
the  spirit  of  speculation,  a  self-reliance  that  asked 
not  the  aid  of  counsellors,  and  a  comprehensiveness  of 
mercantile  attainment  that  rendered  such  aid  unneces- 
sary :  upright  in  heart,  as  he  was  fii-m  in  purpose. 

Such  was  the  individual  in  whose  testament  are  found 
these  words  ;  words  so  honorable  to  him  as  a  man,  so 
Christianlike  in  their  spirit  and  purpose : 

"  I  wish  particularly  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of 
my  children,  and  of  the  community,  the  sense  which  I 
entertain  of  the  vast  importance  of  the  thorough  moral, 
intellectual,  and  religious  training  of  Young  Females, 
and  my  strong  desire  that  this  fund  may  be  applied  in 
the  best  manner  to  that  great  object." 

Such  are  the  declarations  with  which  *Georgb  How- 
land  closes  that  part  of  his  will,  by  which  he  definitely ^ 
appropriates  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars,  ^u^  potentially^ 
One  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars,  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  a  School  for  Young  Females. 

Such  words  spurn  the  aid  of  amplification ;  such  an 
act  is  its  own  eulogy — the  words  a  coronal  of  lights 
crowning  the  deed  with  a  celestial  radiance — apples  of 
gold  in  pictures  of  silver,  the  realization  of  the  Chris- 
tian idea  of  a  Christian  stewardship. 

Deem  it  not,  Mr.  Mayor,  presumptuous  in  me,  or  in 
conflict  with  the  proprieties  of  this  occasion,  to  give 
utterance  to  the  thought  which  at  this  moment  takes 


<^e  Note  C. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


22 

precedence  of  every  other  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
have  listened  to  this  brief  and  imperfect  recital.  I 
should  be  doing  violence  to  that  all  pervading  senti- 
ment, and  false  to  my  own  ardent  desire  and  deep  con- 
victions of  duty,  did  I  fail,  while  I  here  recall  to  recol- 
lection the  more  than  princely  gift  which  George 
HowLAND  has  laid  upon  the  altar  dedicated  to  Female 
usefulness,  elevation  and  purity,  to  express  the  hope, 
a  hope  that  maketh  not  ashamed,  that  it  may  be  found 
consistent  with  that  enlightened  sense  of  duty  which 
I  am  assured  will  ever  guide  the  fraternal  councils  of 
those  who  are  to  decide  into  what  channels  the  waters 
of  this  fountain  shall  flow,  to  allow  them  to  irrigate 
and  make  beautiful  and  fruitful  the  spot  of  the  honored 
donor's  birth,  of  his  long,  useful  and  successful  life, 
where  he  closed  his  earthly  career,  and  where  his  cher- 
ished remains  have  their  resting  place. 

May  it  be  here  that  this  monument  of  Christian 
munificence  shall  be  reared,  here  that  its  informing 
and  elevating  influence  shall  be  felt  through  all  coming 
time.  Here^  that  we  and  our  children  and  our  chil- 
dren's children,  we  handing  down  to  them  the  name, 
familiar  as  household  words  to  us,  of  him  who  has  thus 
conferred  upon  us  and  upon  them  this  bountiful  bene- 
faction, may  not  only  be  made  wiser  and  better  by  its 
teachings,  but  may  have  it  ever  before  us,  rich  in  its 
suggestions  of  grateful  memories,  and  ever  pouring 
around  it  a  light  to  guide  the  prosperous  and  philan- 
thropic in  the  pathway  of  duty,  usefulness  and  honor. 

A  distant  seat*  of  learning  has  been  made  richer  by 
the  wealth  of  the  father,  and  wiser  by  the  counsels  of 
the  son ;  shall  we  not  be  allowed  to  hold  fast  to  the 
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hope,  that  the  wealth  and  the  wisdom,  by  this  testar 
ment  consecrated  to  the  "  Great  Object"  of  female, 
mental,  moral,  and  religious  culture,  may  find  at 
HOME  a  field  for  the  exercise  of  their  elevating  and 
refining  influences. 

Between  these  two  illuminated  pages,  there  are,  in 
this  record  dedicated  to  the  registry  of  private  and  un- 
ostentatious liberality,  many  others,  glowing  with  the 
brightness  of  enlightened  views,  elevated  motives,  and 
nob^  purposes. 

The  founder  of  the  Friends'  Academy  had  in  his 
noble  son,  the  second*  William,  a  faithful  and  enlight- 
ened coadjutor. 

More  than  one-third  of  the  fund  now  held  by  that 
institution,  a  fund,  with  pride  and  pleasure  I  advert  to 
the  fact,  which  is  now  rearing  the  walls  of  an  edifice, 
whose  solid  character  and  harmonious  proportions  are 
significant,  I  trust,  of  the  strength  and  beauty  which 
are  to  attend  upon  the  future  career  of  that  honored 
seminary,  was  .given  by  him. 

With  these,  and  others  which  my  limited  time  will 
not  allow  me  to  name,  we  find  associated  the  husband 
of  the  daughter  of  the  first  and  sister  of  the  second,t 
Samuel  Rodman ;  a  name  which  will  always  be  held 
in  cherished  remembrance  by  every  one  familiar  with 
this  truly  noble  specimen  of  a  Christian  gentleman. 

That  daughter  J,  sister  and  wife,  Elizabeth  Rod- 
man, a  woman  worthy  of  this  triple  alliance  with 
true  refinement  and  exalted  worth,  has  just  departed 
from  among  us,  after  a  life  protracted  to  near  a  cen- 
tury, leaving  behmd  her  a  memory  fragrant  with  aU 
the  attractiveness  which  belongs  to  a  character  beauti- 
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ful  in  all  its  aspects,  harmonious  in  all  its  proportions. 
"  To  Rodman  every  virtue  under  Heaven." 
Brief  as  is  the  time  allowed  me  I  may  not  leave  un- 
noticed the  fact,  that  in  a  distant  State,  an  institution 
for  the  education  of  the  yoimg,  for  the  endowment 
of  which  a  large  portion  of  the  property  of  another 
of  this  family  of  Christian  philanthropists  was  devoted, 
is  now  a  useful  and  flourishing  School  for  the  Destitute. 
Thomas  Rotch,  a  son  of  the  first  William,  was  early 
a  settler  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  died  there,  leaving 
no  children.  His  widow,  *Charity  Rodman  Rotch, 
each  of  whose  names  is  suggestive  of  whatsoever  things 
are  lovely  and  of  good  report,  was  the  sister  of  him 
who  was  the  husband  of  that  noble  woman,  whose 
name  has  just  been  uttered.  While  she  lived,  which 
was  but  two  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  she 
was  there,  as  she  had  been  here,  and  every  where,  the 
friend  of  the  poor  and  afflicted;  and  when  she  died, 
true  to  the  principles  which  had  been  the  guide  of  her 
life,  after  other  claims  upon  her  humanity  and  aflFection 
were  satisfied,  she  bequeathed  the  balance  of  her 
property,  about  twelve  thousand  dollars,  to  endow  a 
Manual  Labor  School  for  the  education  of  orphan  and 
destitute  children.  A  careful  and  judicious  adminis- 
tration has  increased  that  bequest  to  a  fund  of  Forty 
Thousand  Dollars.  Thus  has  Ohio  an  Orphan's 
Home,  and  a  richly  endowed  educational  institution, 
whose  origin  may  be  traced  to  means  here  accumulated, 
and  a  benevolence  first  exercised  on  the  banks  of  the 
Acushnet,  where  from  her  home  on  Water  Street,  sub- 
sequently the  home  of  her  brother.  Charity  Rotch 
fed  the  hungry  and  clothed  the  naked,  and  poured  the 
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balm  of  Christian  consolation  into  the  bosoms  of  the 
afflicted. 

Turn  we  now  to  another,  a  humbler  it  may  be,  but 
not  less  pertinent  and  interesting  portion  ef  our  local 
annals. 

We  have,  to-day,  laid  the  comer-stone  of  a  noble 
edifice,  destined  to  be  the  ornate  and  enduring  recepta- 
cle and  safeguard  of  our  Bibliothecal  Treasures.  We 
have  comes^ther,  a  multitude  of  interested  and  grati- 
fied people,  united  in  a  work,  worthy  the  energies  and 
honorable  to  the  reputation  of  a  wealthy  and  an  en- 
lightened municipality.  Instrumentalities  in  harmony 
with  the  generous  excitements  and  earnest  purposes  of 
the  occasion  have  come  at  our  bidding,  and  have  given 
to  these  proceedings  the  eclat  And  consecratedness 
which  attend  upon  the  acts  of  constituted  authority, 
and  the  demonstrations  of  the  concentrated  potency  of 
a  united  and  intelligent  people. 

Fifty-three  years  ago,  a  mechanic's  apprentice  sat 
upon  his  bench  in  the  humble  workshop  of  his  master, 
situated  upon  Water  street,  near  what  was  in  those 
days  the  centre  of  the  business  and  population  of  the 
village,  the  Four  Corners.* 

With  an  associate,  like  himself  a  youth  and  an  ap- 
prentice, he  spoke  of  his  desire  to  read,  and  of  the 
impossibility  of  finding  in  the  village  the  books  which 
the  gratification  of  that  desire  demanded. 

Knowledge,  to  the  eyes  of  this  young  man,  had  not 
unrolled  her  ample  page,  but  the  genial  current  of  the 
soul  had  not  been  frozen.  These  firequent  colloquies 
heightened  the  sense  of  deprivation  and  the  desire  to 
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provide  a  remedy,  until  the  resolution  was  taken  whose 
issues  are  found  in  the  ceremonial  of  this  occasion. 

The  determination  was  formed  that  there  should  be 
a  library  in  the  village  of  Bedford.  The  associate  held 
the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  and  by  him  was  the  paper 
drawn  up  to  be  offered  to  the  people  for  their  signa- 
tures and  contributions.  With  this  paper  in  his  hand, 
William  Howland  Allen,  in  the  brief  moments  of 
leisure  allowed  him,  called  upon  such  of  tip  inhabitants 
as  he  supposed  willing  to  aid  in  the  object,  and  the 
Bedford  Social  Library  was  established.  The  *nidus 
was  an  unfinished  room  in  a  building  near  the  foot 
of  Union  street,  still  standing. 

Upon  the  list  of  those  present  at  the  first  meeting 
are  found  the  names  of  Abraham  Shearman  Jr.,  and 
John  Mason  Williams  ;  names  never  spoken  but  with 
veneration  and  respect  by  all  whose  memories  and 
associations  carry  them  back  to  our  early  history.  The 
association  was  formed,  the  ofiicers  chosen,  and  the 
work  commenced. 

With  the  youth  who  had  given  the  first  impulse  to 
the  movement,  were  associated  the  two  gentlemen 
whose  names  I  have  mentioned,  as  a  committee  to  make 
the  first  purchases. 

Books  were  now  accessible;  and  from  that  time  to 
the  present,  this  social  depository,  in  some  form  or 
other,  has  been  open  to  the  public,  affording  to  our 
people  the  means  of  elevated  recreation  and  intellectual 
and  moral  training. 

I  have  given  the  names  of  three  citizens  of  our  then 
little  community,  the  fast  moving  moments  must  be  my 
apology  for  the  restriction,  as  influential  at  the  humble 
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genesis  of  the  undertaking,  which,  under  the  fostering 
care  of  individual  and  municipal  liberality  and  wisdom, 
has  expanded  into  an  institution  of  communal  magni- 
tude and  interest.  The  senior  of  these  has  gone  to  his 
rest. 

"  Green  be  the  turf  above  thee. 

Friend  of  my  early  days  ; 
None  knew  thee  but  to  love  thee, 

None  named  thee  but  to  praise/' 

It  would  be  difficult  to  recall  to  mind  of  those  early 
among  us,  one  more  worthy  of  honorable  mention  at  this 
hour  than  *Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.  As  the  printer 
aiid  publisher  of  the  first  book  and  the  second  news- 
paper ever  issued  from  a  New  Bedford  printing  press ; 
as  a  Director  of  the  Social  Library ;  as  a  Trustee  of 
the  Friends  Academy ;  as  President  of  our  first,  our 
most  cherished  and  influential  literary  society,  the  Old 
Dialectic ;  as  the  writer  of  many  useful  contributions 
to  the  press,  and  of  a  metrical  Address  to  Lord  Byron, 
whose  poetic  beauties  attract  the  scholar,  while  its  deep 
and  earnest  religious  spirit  gives  delight  to  the  Chris- 
tian ;  as  a  liberal  contributor  to  all  movements  haviag 
in  view  the  public  enlightenment  or  the  relief  of  the 
suffering,  and  an  efficient  co-worker  with  heart  and 
hand  in  every  such  undertaking ;  as  a  sympathizing 
guide  and  counsellor  to  the  young,  and,  in  the  needful 
time,  a  friend  and  helper  to  all ;  as  one  who  closed  a 
life  of  Christian  obedience  and  activity  by  a  death  of 
Christian  reliance  and  peace,  leaving  behind  him,  not 
only  a  memory  bright  with  the  attractiveness  of  a  well- 
spent  life,  but  testamentary  arrangements  which  gave 
one  portion  of  the  accumulations  of  a  long,  industrious 
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^nd  self-denying  life  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute,  and 
another  as  an  Education  Fund  to  aid  the  struggling 
children  of  poverty  in  their  efforts  for  the  attainmeiit 
of  knowledge :  this  departed  friend  and  benefactor  of 
our  community,  claims  the  tribute,  of  our  respect  and 
gratitude,  and  liis  name  a  place  in  our  memories  and 
our  hearts. 

The  two  yet  live,  and  one  of  these,  after  impressing 
upon  our  forming  tendencies  the  stamp  of  a  wisdom 
early  matured,  and  of  an  intellectual  superiority  which 
all  acknowledged,  giving  profitable  direction  and  im- 
parting elevating  and  refining  influences,  with  a  mod- 
esty that  gave  no  room  for  envy,  and  a  quiet  inflexibility- 
of  purpose  which  gave  supremacy  to  virtue,  and  ex- 
torted from  vice,  even,  an  unwilling  tribute  to  virtue's 
loveliness,  left  us  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  consecrated 
abilities,  to  give  them,  away  from  us,  to  a  higher  sphere 
of  duty,  and  a  more  honored  if  not  more  honorable 
field  of  action. 

But  the  season  for  retirement  has  comei  and  our 
early  benefactor,  upon  whom  the  winter  of  age  has 
fallen  "frostly  but  kindly,"  is  looking  to  his  early  home 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Acushnet,  with  the  purpose  in 
his  heart  of  closing  here  his  protracted  and  useful  life. 
We  tender  to  him  a  cordial  welcome. 

Happy  shall  we  be  to  enjoy  the  mellow  radiance  of 
the  evening,  as  our  fathers  did  the  brighter  splendor 
of  the  morning  light.  That  the  days  of  the  years  of 
the  life  of  John  Mason  Willia:ms  may  be  protracted 
and  happy  is  the  aspiration  of  all. 

The  third  upon  the  limited  list  is  here,  associated 
with  us  in  the  ceremonial  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  resolve  of  the  workshop,  more  than  half  a  century 
ago. 
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As  active  in  body,  as  when  a  lad  he  trod  with  earn- 
est and  hasty  steps  the  streets  of  the  village,  as  genial 
in  spirit,  as  when,  Franklin-like,  in  the  words  of 
Franklin's  eulogist  made  applicable  to  his  humble 
movement,  he  was  "  setting  on  foot"  the  first  Social 
Circulating  Library  known  to  the  annals  of  our  village, 
he  is  with  us  here  to  day,  looking  with  delight  and  ad- 
miration upon  the  sturdy  and  graceful  stem  and  wide- 
spread branches  of  the  tree  which  has  sprung  from  the 
seed  he  was  instrumental  in  planting. 

When  *John  Pickens,  town-clerk,  recorded  the  vote 
providing  for  one  town  schoolmaster,  and  John  Pick- 
ens, town-treasurer,  was  clothed  with  authority  to  pur- 
chase a  ream  of  paper  when  funds  should  come  into 
the  treasury,  he  had  no  prescient  visions  of  a  centurj' 
of  schoolmasters,  or  of  a  treasury  whose  annual  pay- 
ments should  reach  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars. 

As  little  did  our  friend  and  fellow-citizen,  William 
H.  Allen,  suppose,  when  he  set  on  foot  the  village  Cir- 
culating Library,  and  rejoiced  in  the  means  to  purchase 
"  Mavor's  Voyages  and  Travels"  as  the  first  fruits  of 
the  effort,  that  he  was  then  planting  a  germ  destined 
to  expand  into  a  great  and  flourishing  institution ;  an 
institution  now  the  child  of  the  city's  adoption,  and 
which  the  city  is  proud  to  sustain  and  cherish  as  "The 

VEKY    FIRST    FrEE    PuBLIC    LiBRARY    KNOWN     TO   THE 
ANNALS  OF  THE  WoRLD." 

It  was  at  a  later  period,  that  f  William  Sawyer 
Wall,  an  enlightened  and  estimable  Englishman,  start- 
ed, and  succeeded  in  establishing,  another  collection  of 
books  upon  the  social  system. 

An  association  called  the  New  Bedford  Librar)'  So- 

^'  See  Note  L.    t  See  Note  M. 
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ciety,  was  formed  about  the  year  1808,  and  a  small  but 
valuable  collection  of  books  obtained. 

Our  English  fellow  citizen  was,  like  his  predecessor, 
the  pioneer  in  the  movement,  a  mechanic :  and  pur- 
sued his  calling  for  many  years  in  the  same  homely 
building  where  we  found  that  pioneer  at  work  when 
the  resolve  was  formed,  whose  issues  are  seen  in  the 
ceremonial  of  this  day. 

He  was  a  man  of  refined  tastes,  of  a  cultivated  un- 
derstanding and  philanthropic  spirit. 

He  loved  books,  he  loved  learning,  and  he  loved  the 
society  of  those  who,  like  himself,  found  delight  and 
satisfaction  in  scientific  investigation  and  literary  pur- 
suits. Thus  we  find  him,  not  only  active  in  setting  on 
foot  and  sustaining  the  Library  Society,  but  one  of 
the  associates  of  the  Old  Dialectic* 

He  was  its  first  President,  delivered  a  formal  ad- 
dress at  his  inauguration,  and  was  an  active  and  use- 
ful member  until  his  death,  which  took  place  but  a  few- 
years  after  it  was  established. 

It  is  believed  that  previously  to  either  of  these  move- 
ments, a  few  individuals  had  associated  and  purchased 
Dobson's  Encyclopedia,  a  work  whose  publication  had 
commenced  in  Philadelphia  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  and  which  was  finished  during 
the  second  or  third  year  of  the  present. 

This  was  for  many  years  a  distinct  organization. 

Caleb  Green,  at  one  period  of  his  life  "  the  School 
Master  in  this  town,"  had  the  keeping  and  delive- 
ry of  the  volumes:  and  his  store  was  in  the  build- 
ing contiguous  to  that  already  noticed,  as  having  been 


°  See  Note  N. 
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the  workshop  of  both  the  first  movers  of  our  library 
enterprise. 

These  volumes  are  now  upon  our  shelves,  having 
been  made  over  by  the  proprietors,  to  the  Social  Library, 
bearing  about  them  unmistakable  evidence  of  the  severe 
service  to  which  they  have  been  subjected. 

An  arrangement  made  in  1810,  between  the  two 
Library  Societies  and  the  subsequent  transfer  of  the 
Encyclopedia,  united  all  the  collections  and  placed 
them  all  under  the  same  management. 

It  was  now  the  New  Bedford  Social  Libeary  ;  and 
for  a  period  of  over  forty  years,  a  part  of  the  time  as  a 
Corporation  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth, 
that  Society  continued  to  exist  until  the  year  1852, 
when  the  occurrences  took  place  which  vested  the 
whole  property,  a  valuable  collection  of  five  thousand 
volumes,  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford. 

His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  has  given  us  briefly  but  lu- 
minously, the  history  of  the  movement  by  which  that 
result  was  accomplished,  and  has  paid  a  just  tribute  to 
that  sagacity  and  public  spirit  which  inaugurated  the 
proceedings. 

We  found,  half  a  century  ago,  a  lad  upon  the  work- 
bench, animated  by  a  resolve,  soon  by  his  labors  to  be- 
come a  reality,  that  the  seekers  after  books  in  the  Vil- 
lage of  Bedford  should  not  seek  in  vain. 

At  the  close  of  that  period,  we  have  found  another 
Lapd,  animated  by  a  like  generous  and  enlightened 
spirit,  coming  before  -the  Council  of  the  city,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  people,  demanding  an  extension,  to 
this  community,  of  the  wise  and  beneficent  legislation 
of  the  State  Government. 

The  people  were  heai-d,  and  the  name  of  Warren 
Ladd  irrevocablv  associated  with  the  second  semi-cen- 
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tennial  epoch  in  the  educational  annals  of  our  com- 
munity. 

And  hoth  are  here  to-day,  with  a  commendable  ex- 
ultation sharing  in  our  simple  ceremonial,  and  won- 
dering, it  may  be,  how  with  *railroad  speed,  and  I  trust 
with  more  than  railroad  safety,  the  work  is  advancing, 
which  we  are  bound  to  regard  as  the  crowning  act  in 
our  municipal  history. 

As  I  bring  my  desultory  remarks  to  a  close,  I  feel 
as  if  some  apology  might  be  expected  from  me,  for  lin- 
gering so  long,  I  had  almost  said  so  lovingly,  among 
the  records  and  memories  of  the  olden  time. 

Should  regret  or  censure  be  in  the  thought  of  any 
because  of  this,  perhaps  it  may  modify,  to  some  exent, 
the  intensity  of  the  feeling  when  it  is  remembered, 
that  these  records  are  fast  disappearing  and  these  mem- 
ories fast  fading  out. 

I  would  renew  the  record  upon  which  is  written  the 
wise  and  generous  deeds  of  living  worth;  and,  like  Old 
Mortality  in  the  romance,  I  would  deepen  the  inscrip- 
tions which  tell  us  of  the  self-sacrificing  labors  of  de- 
parted excellence. 

It  hxis  been  to  me  no  less  a  labor  of  love  than  of  duty. 
I  love  to  linger  around  the  records  and  recollections  of 
our  early  day. 

The  men  and  women  of  the  period  of  our  village  ex- 
istence rise  before  me,  clothed  with  that  simple  nobili- 
ty of  character,  which,  in  the  days  of  my  youth,  inspir- 
ed me  with  admiration  and  reverence. 

For  me,  the  very  costume  in  which  most  of  them  ap- 


^  Mr.  Allen  has  been,  and  Mr.  Ladd  now  is  connected  with  the  management 
of  the  K.  B.  &  T.  Railroad. 
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peared,  more  rarely  seen  now,  than  at  an  earlier  day, 
will  ever  have  strong  attractions. 
It  is,  no  doubt  often  seen, 

That  many  a  heart  throbs  loyally  and  true, 
In  bosoms  draped  by  fashion's  varied  hue ; 
While  wolf-like  meanness  and  the  fox's  wile, 
Display  a  garb  on  which  a  Fox  might  smile. 

But  still  this  Friendly  dress  has  charms  for  me, 
For,  "  in  the  light  of  other  days  "  I  see 
By  memory  pictured  in  their  plain  array, 
The  men  and  matrons  of  an  earlier  day. 

In  manners  simple,  but  in  thought  refined, 
Firm  in  their  faith,  but  not  as  bigots,  blind  : 
"While  large  success  their  actiye  labors  crowned, 
As  large  a  bounty  spread  its  blessings  round. 

Clear  in  my  sight  a  reverend  group  appears, 
Through  the  long  vista  of  departed  years — 
That  noble  pair,  the  honored  Sire  and  Son*, 
Whose  days  were  bright  with  daily  duty  done. 

The  Psalmist's  music  and  the  Prophet's  fire. 
In  THOKNTOx'sf  chant — like  eloquence  conspire  ; 
DavisJ  proclaiming  with  the  zeal  of  Paul, 
The  Great  Salvation,  offered  free  to  all. 


An  invitation  having  been  extended  to  Charles  T. 
Congdon,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  to  deliver  a  poetical  ad- 
dressjon  the  occasion,  Mr.  Congdon  was  present  and 
recited  the  following  lines. 


«  Wm.  Rotch  and  Wm.  Rotch ,  Jan.    t  See  Note  0.    I  See  Note  P. 
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POEM 

BY  CHARLES  T.  COXODON,  ESQ, 

*'  Scenes  of  my  youth  !  awake  its  silent  lyre  ! 
Ye  winds  of  memory,  fan  the  slumbering  fire  ! 
Ray  of  the  past !  if  yet  thou  canst  appear, 
Break  through  the  clouds  of  fancy's  waning  year ! 
Brush  from  her  breast  the  thin  autumnal  snow, 
If  leaf  or  blossom  yet  remain  below." 

As  at  a  feast,  ere  grosser  food  is  seen, 
We  seek  for  zest  in  soup  or  in  sardine. 
As  ere  our  morning  meal,  for  appetite. 
We  eat  six  oysters,  pingueous  and  white ; 
So  I  repeat,  to  give  your  stomachs  tone, 
Six  lines  from  Holmes,  as  relish  for  my  own. 

Yet  who,  returning  to  the  scenes  of  youth, 
Can  lack  the  impulse  of  poetic  truth  ? 

0  who  that  sings,  though  scarcely  half  aright, 
Th'  auspicious  hour  that  o'er  us  wings  its  flight, 
Could  form  a  lay  so  feeble  and  so  fond. 

That  no  electric  chord  would  here  respond  ? 

Long  sundered  love,  'gainst  time  and  distance  proof, 

Prattles  once  more  beneath  the  natal  roof; 

A  thousand  gentle  memories  attend, 

While  smiling  spirits  o'er  the  banquet  bend. 

What  though  a  thousand  witless  fancies  fall  ? 

The  hour  makes  heart-felt  poesy  of  all. 

1  warm  to  think,  as  this  bright  scene  I  scan, 
How  it  has  ended,  how  it  first  began. 

Far  from  this  crowd  of  manhood  and  of  grace, 

I  wander  back  o'er  half  a  century's  space, 

The  little  town,  in  sombre  garb  arrayed. 

Gleams  still  through  flaunting  fashion  and  parade ; 

I  see  its  fathers,  prudent  still,  yet  fain 

To  grow  in  learning  as  they  grow  in  gain. 

Happy  for  us,  this  simple  truth  they  knew, 
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That  cash  is  good,  but  culture  something  too. 

All  books  were  scarce  ;  most  books  were  somewhat  dear, 

Yet  how  they  sowed  the  far- brought  treasure  here  ! 

True  to  their  time,  but  truer  to  ourselves, 

Think  how  editions  gathered  on  their  shelves ! 

Who  doubts  the  power  that  capital  supplies  ? 

Axis  of  gold,  on  which  the  round  world  flies  ! 

"Why  should  I  pause,  though  able,  to  deduce 

The  medium  just  'twixt  usury  and  use  ? 

'T  is  better  far  than  weaving  idle  lays, 

To  take  great  chance  of  scorn,  and  small  of  praise. 

The  power  to  gather  and  the  will  to  give 

The  wealth  by  which  a  Library  may  live. 

My  purse  is  empty :  of  the  flaccid  kind. 

Which  (see  Carlyle,)  "  flings  not  against  the  wind  ;" 

Unhappy  vacuum !  luxury  indeed 

To  give  a  book  which  future  boys  may  read ! 

To  pay  a  debt  which  binds  me  to  the  past ; 

Which  blessed  my  first  years  and  must  bless  my  last ! 

How,  coiled  within  some  alcove's  shady  nook, 
A  breathless  boy  will  batten  on  a  book ; 
How,  in  despite  of  prurience  or  taste, 
Bee-like  will  wander  through  the  tangled  waste  I 
With  eager  eye  accomplish  at  a  glance. 
Travels  and  science,  logic  and  romance ! 
Bear,  for  the  hour  will  bear  some  tender  thought, 
A  simple  strain  from  tenderest  memories  caught ! 

How  few  of  all  who  now  its  portals  seek, 
Went  to  the  library  but  once  a  week ! 
You  every  day  receive  its  liberal  boon ; 
We  went  at  three,  on  seventh  day  afternoon ; 
Unchecked  you  banquet  on  the  general  fare ; 
We  took  a  single  volume  on  each  share ; 
Kept  it  a  week ;  might  keep  it  three  weeks  more ; 
Were  fined  just  nine-pence  if  we  kept  it  o'er : 
Well  I  remember  the  good  man  though  grave. 
Who  from  the  shelves  the  contributions  gave ; 
Well  I  remember — reason  is  I  should : 
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He  flogged  me  often,  always  for  my  good  ; 

Although  I  still  compare,  aA  I  indite, 

His  ruler's  tingle  with  his  books'  delight  !* 

That  dingy  room !  it  lacked  both  light  and  space, 

Yet  memory  gives  it  architectural  grace, 

For  narrow  shelves  ne'er  held  such  ample  feast — 

'T  was  really  Alexandrian  at  least ! 

'T  was  measured  always  by  the  books  at  home. 

And  measured  thus  it  seemed  a  mental  Rome  j 

A  magic  realm  of  wit  and  wisdom  wide,  • 

Inviting  conquest  which  it  still  defied. 

As  taste  grows  nice  and  criticism  sure, 

The  scholar  changes  to  the  epicure  ; 

Manner  surpasses  matter  ;  and  we  think 

Of  inspiration  less,  and  more  /)f  ink ; 

Cato  delights  us,  more  delights  us  still 

The  clean-cut  type  of  graceful  Baskerville : 

And  when  we  know  an  Elzevir  at  sight, 

We  gloat  above  his  "  gammas"  with  delight ; 

Over  a  volume,  when  but  one's  extant,  . 

With  thievish  eyes  the  antiquaries  pant ; 

But  if  we  trust  the  heart,  not  sight,  for  truth, 

The  books  we  thumbed  and  dog's-eared  in  our  youth, 

Surpass  all  treasures  full  of  wormy  holes. 

Described  by  Loundes,  or  bought  by  Dr.  Choules. 

First  on  the  shelf,  in  phalanx  fair  arrayed, 

The  bulky  compilation  Mavor  made  ; 

'*  Voyages  and  Travels,"  which,  ere  steamboats  plied, 

Meant  fame  or  death,  discovery  or  one's  hide  ; 


^  The  allusion  here  is  to  George  W.  Baker,  the  first  schoolmaster  and  Social 
librarian  known  to  me.  He  was  very  old  fashioned  in  his  ideas  of  indoctrinating 
the  New  Bedford  youth,  and,  as  he  had  in  early  life  been  a  whaler,  he  had  formed 
what  would  in  these  degenerate  days  be  considered  rather  an  exaggerated  esti- 
mate of  the  value  of  whaling  in  school  discipline ;  and  his  custom  was  to  go  directly 
to  that  part  of  the  human  system  in  which  the  brains  have  not  by  any  physiologist* 
psychologist  or  transcendentalist  been  supposed  to  reside.  In  spite  of  his  preference 
for  the  /ortiter  over  the  iuaviter,  he  was  a  good  teacher,  and,  as  I  have  suggested, 
doubtless  gave  xa  too  little  instead  of  too  much ;  although  I  know  that  we  considered 
ourselves  to  be  sucking  Latimers,  juvenile  Ridleys,  real  young  John  Bogerses,  with- 
out, of  course,  the  multitudinous  infantile  aggravation. 
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No  traveller  then,  when  starting  on  his  track. 

Did  wife  or  children  hope  to  welcome  back ; 

O  doubly  blest,  if  fate  would  only  spare 

The  rash  adventurer,  mimis  nose  and  hair  ! 

We  read  and  read — to  many  a  South  Sea  nook 

Swam  in  the  wake  of  gallant  Capt.  Cook ; 

Glanced  at  the  plate,  and  thought  her  very  fair, 

That  foreign  maid,  in  costume  light  as  air. 

Do  you  remember  all  the  fine  details  ? 

The  pomp  and  pride  with  which  the  frigate  sails ; 

And  how,  before  they  launch  upon  the  ocean, 

They  give  the  names  of  captain,  mate  and  "  boson"  ; 

How  as  we  read  we  quite  familiar  grew 

With  that  marked  race  who  gloried  in  tattoo  ; 

How  shipwreck  charmed  us ;  how  we  glowed  to  know 

The  boats  were  off  with  rations  but  so-so  ; 

And  how  we  thrilled  with  rapture  most  profound, 

When  all  were  landed  somewhere  safe  and  sound  ? 

Then  those  great  books,  too  big  for  boyish  knees. 

Gigantic  Chambers  !  elephantine  Rees  ! 

How  we  discarded  all  the  author  states 

In  letter  press,  and  went  pop  at  the  plates  ! 

What  virtuoso  looks  with  pleasure  surer, 

^t  Raphael  Morghen,  Sharpe  or  Albert  Drurer. 

Then  memory  tells  me  there  was  else  to  see 
A  museum — ^we  had  to  beg  the  key — 
In  which  was  hung  a  varnished  crocodile, 
Whose  caudal  length  had  vexed,  no  doubt,  the  Nile. 
My  own  impression,  as  his  jaws  I  rated, 
Was  that  the  beast  had  Egypt  decimated ; 
Perhaps  (such  things  will  vex  the  boyish  head) 
Had  snapped  at  Moses,  in  his  bulrush  bed ; 
And  other  wonders  from  all  parts  had  come. 
Idols  in  wood,  and  monstrous  snakes  in  rum ; 
Barbarous  spears,  fit  bloody  deeds  to  do^- 
Tke  curiofus  paddle  and  the  light  canoe. 
Most  has  been  scattered  of  that  gathering  rare ; 
The  snakes  are  dust,  the  alcohol  nowhere  ! 
And  nothing  now  of  that  collection  tells, 
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Save  a  few  tomahawks  and  twenty  shells  ; 
Which,  for  of  praise  I  do  not  mean  to  shirk, 
The  good  librarian  watches  like  a  Turk. 

But  though  the  theme  unusual  interest  lends, 

Think  not  the  crocodiles  were  all  my  friends ! 

When  most  are  false  at  heart,  though  true  in  looks. 

We  wander  back  to  friends  we  found  in  books. 

I  do  not  think  the  wealth  of  this  proud  mart 

Could  tempt  one  instant  my  still  constant  heart, 

Weighed  'gainst  the  love  which  stronger  grown  through 

years. 
But  shrinks  from  speech  and  finds  its  vent  in  tears. 
Not  for  the  joys  of  Fielding's  pictured  page 
Would  I  exchange  the  glories  of  an  age ; 
Not  for  all  fame  would  I  one  hour  forget 
How  Cowper  charmed  me,  how  he  charms  me  yet ! 
First  friends  stand  fastest ;  though  I  own  the  power. 
Of  those  who  sway  the  culture  of  the  hour, 
More  real  joy,  a  nobler  hope  I  find. 
To  cast  my  faithful,  grateful  look  behind. 

'T  was  nobly  done  to  make  the  school  house  free  ! 

A  nobler  school  house,  fitly  founded,  see ! 

Not  that  all  lore  from  reading  can  be  had, 

For  too  much  reading  sometimes  makes  us  mad ; 

But  education,  still  a  life-long  friend. 

Goes  on  with  life,  with  that  can  only  end. 

And  here  to  centre  all  that  can  relate 

To  human  hope,  make  human  nature  great ; 

To  cull  from  distant  climes  their  various  thought, 

Secure  the  wealth  from  different  sources  brought. 

To  fill  those  shelves  with  treasures  all  so  rare, 

That  curious  travellers  come  to  wander  there ; 

To  join  together  all  that  makes  refined 

The  wisdom,  art  and  fancy  of  mankind  ; 

To  lend  to  all  who  hither  come  to  read 

The  utmost  help  to  meet  their  utmost  need ; 

What  ampler  work  could  ample  fortune  do, 

To  self,  to  city,  to  the  world  more  true  ? 

A  htmdied  glorious  gardens  here  we  find ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


39 


O  culture  still  this  garden  of  the  mind ! 

O  plant  and  water,  dear  as  wealth  unbought. 

The  flower  of  fancy  and  the  oak  of  thought. 

The  world  wags  wise  ;  the  many  lettered  age 
Spreads  all  it  knows  on  many  a  printed  page  ; 
Time  was,  before  this  hour  of  steam  began. 
Ere  paper  mills  or  Hoe's  fast  presses  ran, 
When  in  some  cloister's  solitary  shade, 
The  patient  author  ponderous  volumes  made. 
No  summer  task  was  his,  no  idle  toil ; 
The  work  cost  years,  and  lakes  of  midnight  oil ; 
And  lest  the  church  might  curse  him  for  his  sins, 
He  rubbed  his  br^ns  before  he  spoiled  the  skins ; 
And  thus  brought  forth  those  sober,  serious  works. 
In  praise  of  Peter  and  against  the  Turks. 
Crammed  to  collapse  with  doctrines  orthodox. 
Crooked  Greek  roots  and  dry  polemic  knocks  ; 
Portly  and  pious  folios,  grim,  and  qmte 
As  hard  to  read  as  they  were  hard  to  write. 
There  was  a  time  when  if  one  simply  said : — 
^<  Lend  me  this  book  ?"  the  owner  shook  his  head. 
And  smelling  thieves  in  that  preposterous  call. 
Padlocked  the  book,  and  chained  it  to  the  wall ; 
You,  in  the  spirit  of  the  time's  great  gain. 
Have  taken  off  the  padlock  and  the  chain  ; 
For  this  still  look,  in  all  the  time  to  be, 
For  youth  aspiring,  and  for  manhood  free. 
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The  proceedings  were  closed  by  singing  the  follow- 
ing Fsahn,  to  the  tune  of  Old  Hundred,  the  vast 
assembly  rising  and  joining  the  youthful  Choir  in  the 
exercise. 

PSALM  CXVII. 

From  all  who  dwell  beneath  the  skies. 
Let  the  Creator's  praise  arise  ; 
Let  the  Redeemer's  name  be  sung, 
In  every  land  by  every  tongue. 

Eternal  are  thy  mercies,  Lc^d, 

Eternal  truth  attends  thy  Word, 

Thy  name  shall  sound  irom  shore  to  shore, 

'Till  suns  shall  rise  and  set  no  more. 
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APPENDIX, 


DE&CBIPTIOK    OF    THE    COBNEE-STONE    AND  OP    THE   ABTICLE8 
DEPOSITED   irNDEK   IT, 


The  Corner-Stone,  a  block  of  beautiful  Quincy  Granite,  was 
laid  on  tbe  south-east  corner  of  the  foundation.  The  stone  is  of 
the  following  dimensions  : — ^Length,  7  feet  8  inches ;  breadth,  1 
foot ;  height,  2  feet  8  inches  ;  Weight,  one  and  a  half  tons. 

Under  the  Corner-Stone,  in  the  stone  of  the  foundation  upon 
which  it  rests,  is  a  cavity,  into  which  a  box,  made  of  copper  was 
placed,  of  the  same  dimensions. 

The  dimensions  of  the  box  are  as  follows  : — Length,  12  inches; 
breadth,  10  inches;  height,  4  inches.  In  the  box,  the  cover  of 
which  was  securely  soldered,  were  placed  the  following  articles,  viz : 

1 .     A  parchment  roll,  upon  which  is  the  following  inscription : 
"  City  of  New  Bedfobd,  August  28,  1856, 

«'  Corner-Stone  of  the  Library  Edifice  for  the  Free  Public  Library, 
laid  the  28th  day  of  August,  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-six." 

Geobge  Rowland,  Jr.,  Mayor,  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Building  Commissioners. 

CojiMissioNEBS. — Geo.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Abner  J.  Phipps,  Charles 
Abny,  James  B.  Congdon,  Simpson  Rai-t,  Qeo.  R.  DUnbar,  Thomaa 
Wilcox,  John  K.  Cushing,  Gustavus  Delano,  Lewis  Rathaway. 
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Trustees  of  the  Libraby. — Geo.  Howland,  Jr.,  President ; 
Abner  J.  iPhipps,  Secretary.     James  B.  Congdon,  Simpson  Hart, 
Charles  Almy,  Geo.  H.  Dunbar. 
Librarian. — Robert  C.  Ingraham. 
Architect. — Solomon  K.  Eaton. 
Contractor. — Henry  Pierce. 

Town  of  New  Bedford,  incorporated  February,  1787. 

First  Town  Meeting  held  March  21,  1787. 

City  of  New  Bedford,  incorporated  March  9,  1847. 

First  Officers  inaugurated  April  28,  1847. 

Mayor,  Abraham  H.  Howland. 

President  of  the  Common  Council,  James  B.  Congdon. 

2.  Address  of  His  Honor,  Abraham  H.  Howland,  the  Mayor, 
at  the  first  organization  of  the  City  Government,  April  28,  1847. 

3.  Addresses  of  His  Honor,  Abraham  H.  Howland,  the  Mayor, 
at  the  several  organizations  of  the  City  Government  for  the  years 
1848-1849-1850  and  1851,  with  the  Reports  for  the  several  years 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Fire  Wards 
and  School  Committee. 

4.  Address  of  His  Honor,  William  J.  Rotch,  the  Mayor,  at  his 
inauguration  in  1852,  with  Reports  from  the  same  Departments. 

5.  Addresses  of  his  Honor,  Rodney  French,  the  Mayor,  at  his 
inauguration  in  the  years  1853  and  1854,  with  the  Reports  from 
the  same  Departments,  and  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library. 

6.  Addresses  of  His  Honor,  George  Howland,  Jr.j  the  Mayor, 
at  his  inauguration  in  the  years  1855  and  1856,  and  the  reports 
from  the  same  Departments. 

7.  Copy  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford. 

8.  A  copy  of  the  Regulations  of  the  New  Bedford  Library, 
adopted  6  month  1,  1811. 

9.  Copy  of  the  New  Bedford  Directory  No.  8,  1856,  presented 
by  Charles  Taber  &>  Co. 

10.  Four  bills.  Continental  Money,  as  follows  : — One-third  of 
a  dollar,  Feb.  17,  1775;  one  dollar,  May  10,  1775;  six  dollars. 
May  9,  1776  ;  twenty  dollars,  Sept.  30,  1778  ;  presented  by  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  Adams,  Esq.,  of  this  city. 

11.  A  bill  for  "  Twenty  Shillings,"  issued  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  May,  1786;  presented  by 
Charles  Almy,  Esq. 
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12.  Coins  of  the  United  States  of  America,  viz: — One  silver 
dollar,  1799;  one  silver  dollar,  1847;  one  half  dollar,  1855;  one 
dime,  1856 ;  one  half  dime,  1855 ;  one  three  cent  piece,  1855 ;  one 
cent,  1856. 

13.  The  original  Order,  introduced  into  the  City  Council  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Free  Public  Library. 

14.  Issues  of  the  Daily  Mercury,  August  16,  1856,  containing 
the  list  of  the  Tax  Payers  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  in  the  year 
1856.  Do.  August  28,  1856,  containing  the  list  of  the  Tax  Pay- 
ers of  Accushnet  village  in  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  1778.  Do. 
Semi-Weekly,  August  17,  1856.     Do.  Weekly,  August  22,  1856. 

15.  Issue  of  the  Daily  Standard,  August  28,  1856.  Do. 
Weekly,  August  28,  1856. 

16.  Issue  of  the  Tri- Weekly  Express,  August  28,  1856. 

17.  Whalemen's  Shipping  List  and  Merchants'  Transcript, 
August  26,  1856. 

18.  Copy  of  the  Address  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  at  the  Lay- 
ing of  the  Corner- Stone. 

19.  Copy  of  the  Addfess  of  James  B.  Congdon,  Esq.,  on  the 
same  occasion. 

20.  Copy  of  the  Poem  of  Charles  Taber  Congdon,  of  Boston, 
delivered  on  the  same  occasion. 

21.  Copy  of  the  Programme,  containing  the  original  Hymn 
written  by  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Parker,  and  sung  by  the  children  of 
the  Public  Schools. 

22.  A  card  containing  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment and  of  the  several  Committees. 

23.  A  card  containing  a  list  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Pub- 
lic Library  and  Committees. 

24.  A  card  containing  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  School 
Committee  a?id  sub- Committees. 

25.  A  finger-ring  made  from  a  piece  of  the  old  Bell  formerly 
on  the  tower  of  the  meeting-house  of  the  First  Congregational 
Society,  afterwards  Liberty  Hall,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  on 
the  9th  of  November,  1854,  presented  by  William  Berry,  Esq. 

25.  A  piece  of  the  stone  from  the  wall  of  Westminster  Abbey 
and  of  the  mortar  of  the  same,  presented  by  Ezra  Kelley,  Esq. 

26.  A  pebble  from  the  grave  of  John  Wesley,  presented  by 
Ezra  Kelley,  Esq. 
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AN    ACT 


TO   AUTH0SI8E   CITIES   AND  TOWNS   TO   ESTABLISH  AND 
MAINTAIN    PUBLIC    LIBBABIES. 


Be  it  enacted  hy  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  assenibled^ 
and  hy  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  foUotos : 

Section  1.  Any  city  or  town  of  this  Commonwealth  is  here- 
by authorized  to  establish  and  maintain  a  public  library  within 
the  same,  with  or  without  branches,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  and  to  provide  suitable  rooms  therefor,  under  such  regu- 
lations for  the  government  of  said  library  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  prescribed  by  the  City  Council  of  such  city,  or  the  inhabi- 
tants of  such  town. 

Sec.  2.  Any  city  or  town  may  appropriate  for  the  foundation 
and  commencement  of  such  library,  as  aforesaid,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  dollar  for  each  of  its  ratable  polls,  in  the  year  next 
preceding  that  in  which  such  appropriation  shall  be  made ;  and 
may  also  appropriate  annually,  for  the  maintenance  and  increase  of 
such  library,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  cents  for  each  of  its 
ratable  polls,  in  the  year  next  preceding  that  in  which  such  ap- 
propriation shall  be  made. 

Sec  3.  Any  town  or  city  may  receive  in  its  corporate  capacity, 
and  hold  and  manage,  any  devise,  bequest,  or  donation,  for  the 
establishment,  increase,  or  maintenance  of  a  public  library  within 
the  same. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  24,  1851.] 


AN    ORDINANCE 

FOR   THE   ESTABLISHMENT   AND   GOVERNMENT    OF   A    FREE 
PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 
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Be  it  ordained  hy  Hie  City  Council  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  as 
follows  : 

Sec  1.     There  shall  annually  be  chosen  by  the  City  Council  ' 

in  convention,  by  ballot,  in  the  month  of  April,  or  as  soon  after 
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as  may  be  convenient,  three  persons,  who,  together  with  the 
Mayor,  President  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  for  the  time 
being,  shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  who  shall  hold  their  office 
for  the  current  municipal  year,  and  until  others  are  chosen. 

Sec.  '2.  All  monies  now  or  hereafter  appropriated  for  said 
library  shall  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  said  Trustees, 
vrho  shall  have  full  power  to  expend  the  same  in  the  purchase  of 
such  books  as  they  may  select,  and  in  meeting  all  the  expenditures 
for  the  establishment,  support  and  best  efficiency  of  said  Institu- 
tion. 

Sec.  3.  Said  Trustees  shall  have  full  power  to  appoint  a 
Librarian,  and  all  subordinate  officers  that  may  be  deemed  by  them 
expedient, — to  fix  the  salary  of  the  same,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  Library,  and  the  same  to  remove  at  pleasure. 

Sec.  4.  They  shall  also  have  full  power  to  make  any  and  all 
needful  and  suitable  regulations  concerning  said  Library  and  the 
use  thereof,  subject  to  alteration  at  any  time  by  vote  of  the  City 
Council. 

Sec.  5.  Said  Trustees  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  March, 
lay  before  the  City  Council  a  detailed  report  of  their  doings  and 
of  the  condition  of  the  Library. 


In  Common  Council,  August  9,  1852. 
Passed  to  be  ordained. 

MATTHEW  ROWLAND, 

President  of  the  Common  Council. 

In  Board  of  Aldeemen,  August  16,  1852. 
Passed  to  be  ordained. 

WILLIAM  J.  ROTCH.  Mayor. 
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COPY, 

OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  FROFBIETOBS  OF    THE  SOCIAL 

LIBBABY  IN  BELATION  TO  THE  TBANSFEB  OF  THE 

SAME  TO  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  BEDFOBD. 

Whereas  under  the  authority  of  the  Laws  of  this  Common* 
wealth,  the  City  Council  has  made  an  appropriation  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Public  Library,  and  it  is  understood  to  be  the  in« 
tention  of  the  City  Government  to  maintain  and  support  said 
Public  Library  in  a  condition  creditable  to  the  city  and  useful  to 
the  inhabitants,  by  making  an  annual  appropriation  for  its  sup- 
port,— ^and 

Whereas,  the  Proprietors  of  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library 
believe  that  the  purposes  for  which  this  Library  was  established 
will  now  be  best  promoted  by  placing  it  at  the  disposal  of  the 
City  Government,  to  be  made  a  part  of  said  Public  Library,  there- 
fore, 

Votedf  That  the  Directors  of  this  Library,  to  wit,  Thomas  B« 
White,  Thomas  A.  Greene,  and  John  F.  Emerson,  together  with. 
Oliver  Prescott,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorised  to  transfer 
and  convey  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Public  Library,  all  the  books,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  and  other 
property  now  belonging  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  Social  Library- 
provided,  however,  that  no  such  transfer  shall  be  made  unless  the 
following  stipulations  shall  make  a  part  thereof,  and  be  duly  set 
forth  in  the  deed  of  conveyance  : 

Ist.  That  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  be  paid  to  the  Treas* 
urer  of  the  Library ; — ^2d.  That  if  at  any  time  after  the  transfer, 
the  City  Government  shall  refuse,  or  neglect,  to  support  and  main* 
tain  the  Public  Library,  all  the  books  and  other  property  then 
remaining  in  the  possession  of  the  city,  which  may  have  been 
transferred  by  virtue  of  these  proceedings,  shall  revert  back  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Social  Library,  their  successors  or  assigns,  to 
be  disposed  of  as  they  may  deem  proper ; — 3d,  That  the  non- 
resident proprietors  shall  be  permitted  to  use  the  public  Library, 
with  the  same  privileges  as  the  citizens  of  New  Bedford. 

N.  B.  S.  LiBBABY  Room,  July  26,  1852. 
A  true  copy. 

Attest:  EDWARD  F ALES,  Clerk. 
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City  of  New  Bedfobd,  ) 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  28,  1856.  J 

Orderedy  Hiat  the  Committee  on  Finance  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by authorized  and  instructed,  to  obtain  a  loan  on  behalf  of  the  city, 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  a  Free  Public  Library,  said  loan  to  be  made  on 
twenty  years,  the  interest  and  five  per  cent,  of  the  principal,  to 
be  paid  annually. 

Adopted  in  concurrence. 

Attest:  SANFORD  S.  HORTON,  Ofty  Clerk. 


City  op  New  Bedford,  ) 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  28, 1856.  ) 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Property  and  the 
Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  be  a  Board  of  Commissioners, 
to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  building  for  the  Free  Public 
Library,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  proceed  immediately  to 
excayate  the  cellar  and  prepare  the  foundation  for  the  building. 
Adopted  in  concurrence. 

Attest:  SANFORD  S.  HORTON,  Oiiy  Clerk. 


City  of  New  Bedfobd,  > 

In  Board  of  Aldermen^  May  28,  1856.  ) 

Ordered,  That  the  building  for  the  Free  Public  Library  be  placed 
upon  the  lot  owned  by  the  City  on  William  street,  equi  distant 
from  William  street  and  Mechanics  Lane,  and  about  ten  feet  east 
from  the  west  line  of  the  lot  for  its  west  line,  and  of  the  following 
dimensions,  tIz  :  fifty  feet  in  width,  and  eighty  feet  in  length. 
Adopted  in  concurrence. 

Attest :  SANFORD  S.  HORTON,  City  Clerk. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  TRUSTEES : 

"  The  Trustees  have  already  placed  before  the  public  an  ab- 
stract of  the  rules  they  have  instituted  to  regulate  the  taking  of 
the  books  and  their  use  at  the  Library  rooms.  By  a  reference  to 
the  advertisement  of  the  Trustees  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  founda- 
tion they  have  laid  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  those  for  whose 
benefit  it  was  founded,  is  of  the  most  liberal  and  comprehensive 
character.  The  regulations  for  the  use  of  the  books  and  other 
property,  both  in  and  away  from  the  library-room,  are  in  accor- 
dance with  the  all-embracing  principle  which  governed  the  legis- 
lature, when  it  gave  the  sanction  of  law  to  this  form  of  aiding  in 
the  education  of  the  people,  and  in  harmony  with  that  enlightened 
municipal  action  which  gave  to  our  citizens  the  benefit  of  the 
statute.  A  library  has  been  opened  for  the  people,  a  library  ac- 
cessible to  all ;  the  benefits  of  which,  to  those  who  have  attained 
to  a  suitable  age,  are  as  free  as  the  highway  to  the  traveller,  as 
the  public  school  to  our  children  and  youth. 

"  With  a  plan  of  delivery  and  use  thus  free  and  comprehen- 
sive, It  must  be  obvious  to  all,  that  the  operations  of  the  library 
can  only  be  sustained  by  a  most  rigid  observance  of  the  rules 
which  have  been  made  for  its  government.  It  cannot  exist  for 
any  useful  purpose,  unless  there  shall  be  a  prompt  compliance  on 
the  part  of  all  who  visit  the  rooms  or  become  takers  of  the  books, 
with  the  rules  which  have  been  established  for  the  safety  of  the 
property  and  its  profitable  emplo3rment.  The  niles  must  be  ob- 
served, or  disorder,  decay  and  dissolution  will  soon  attend  upon 
this  enlightened  and  praiseworthy  effort  to  open  to  the  people  the 
avenues  to  a  more  extensive  and  genial  culture.  The  property 
belongs  to  the  city ;  it  must  be  cared  for  and  preserved — in  its 
use,  all  have  equal  rights  which  will  be  infringed  upon,  if  any 
fail  promptly  to  return,  within  the  specified  time,  the  books  they 
may  have  taken.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  double  re- 
sponsibility resting  upon  all  who  visit  the  rooms  of  the  city 
library  and  become  takers  of  its  books.  The  trustees  would 
earnestly  and  confidently  express  the  hope,  that  this  responsibility 
will  be  deeply  felt,  and  that  every  one  will  bear  in  mind,  that  the 
institution  cannot  be  sustained,  unless  there  shall  be  found  a 
hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  regulations  which  have  been  instituted  for  its  safe  and 
profitable  management." 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE   SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  TRUSTEES. 

"  The  great  and  leading  feature  in  the  conception  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Library,  has  been,  by  the  experience  of  the  year  which 
has  passed  since  its  opening,  fully  established.  , 

"  The  records  of  our  Librarian  sustain  in  the  fullest  manner 
the  truth  of  the  idea  upon  which  the  action  of  the  legislature  and 
of  the  city  was  founded — that  a  Library  could  be  so  managed,  as 
to  admit  all  the  people  to  a  participation  in  its  benefits.  So  few 
in  number  are  the  books  missing  from  our  shelves,  and  so  care- 
fully,  in  general,  have  they  been  used  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
takers,  that  it  is  not  deemed  necessary,  in  this  report,  to  give  in 
detail,  the  very  few  instances  in  which  the  regulations  of  the 
Library  have  been  violated.  The  Trustees  would  again  express 
the  great  satisfaction  with  which  they  lay  these  statements  before 
the  City  Council.  The  people  have  demonstrated,  not  only  by 
the  great  extent  to  which  the  books  have  been  used,  but  also  by 
their  heedfulness  in  the  use  and  punctual  return  of  the  volumes 
taken,  that  they  can  be  reliably  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the 
property  which  the  enlightened  liberality  of  the  public  has  set 
apart  for  their  recreation  and  improvement. 

*•  Still  a  renewal  of  the  statements  and  cautions  of  the  former 
board  upon  this  important  point  may  not  be  uncalled  for.  The 
declaration  that  "  the  rules  must  be  observed,  or  disorder,  decay 
and  dissolution  will  soon  attend  upon  this  enlightened  and  praise- 
worthy effort  to  open  to  the  people  the  avenues  to  a  more  exten- 
sive and  genial  culture,"  cannot  be  too  often  or  too  forcibly  im- 
pressed upon  the  minds  of  the  people.  Use  Carefully,  Return 
Promptly — these  are  the  two  fundamental  niles  upon  which  the 
prosperity  of  the  Library  must  rest.  When  these  rules  shall  be 
disregarded,  the  Library  must  cease  to  exist. 

**  No  change  has  been  made  in  the  rules  and  regulations  estab- 
lished by  the  former  board  for  the  government  of  the  Library. 
These  have  been  laid  before  you,  and  printed  by  your  order.  They 
are  contained  in  the  appendix  to  the  first  report  of  the  Trustees,, 
and  to  that  report  the  members  of  the  Council  who  may  desire  to* 
become  acquainted  with  their  details  or  more  familiar  with  the- 
history  of  the  Library,  are  respectfully  referred. 

**  Thus  have  we,  by  the  experience  of  a  period  long  enough  to 


Digitized  by 


GooqIc 


50 

confirm  every  anticipation  and  dispel  every  doubt,  demonstrated 
the  practicability  and  the  utility  of  a  Free  Public  Library. 

'*  To  repeat  the  words  of  the  former  board — "  Our  library  has 
become  one  of  the  institutions  of  the  city." 

"  It  has  become  a  valuable,  and  will  soon  be  generally  considered 
as  an  indispensable  auxiliary  in  the  great  work  of  popular  educa- 
tion. 

"  It  has  become  incorporated,  both  in  idea  and  in  fact,  into  the 
catalogue  of  subjects  demanding  the  fostering  care  and  annual 
support  of  the  municipal  government. 

**  Its  claim,  for  such  attention  and  support,  are  founded  upon 
principles  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  republican  institu- 
tions. 

"  To  train  and  enlighten  the  public  mind  is  a  work  to  which  a 
liberal  portion  of  the  public  wealth  must  be  devoted ;  and  as 
being  in  harmony  with  this  idea,  and  as  the  cap-stone  of  our  beauti- 
ful system  of  public  education,  the  Public  Library  has  claims 
upon  all  whose  aim  is  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare. 

"  Such  was  the  theory  when  the  work  was  begun  by  the  State 
and  completed  by  the  City — such  is  now  the  fact,  demonstrated 
by  our  experience,  and  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  doubt  or  cavil. 

"  Upon  the  minds  of  the  Trustees,  the  results  to  which  we  have 
arrived,  after  the  operations  of  the  year,  have  produced  the  most 
iindoubting  conviction  that  the  Free  Public  Library  is  an  instru- 
mentality from  which  our  community  are  deriving  great  and  en- 
during advantages. 

"  We  would  give  our  most  unqualified  sanction  to  the  principle 
upon  which  it  is  established  and  sustained. 

"We  hereby  bear  testimony  to  the  practicability  of  the  plan  of 
its  operation. 

"  We  would,  with  the  earnestness  of  a  strong  desire  and  a  most 
thorough  conviction,  lay  before  you  the  claims  of  the  institution 
to  your  continued  attention  and  liberal  support. 

''  Its  reputable  and  profitable  support,  demands  but  a  small 
pecuniary  outlay;  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  firom  no 
portion  of  our  annual  appropriations  of  an  equal  amount  wiU  the 
people  derive  more  satisfactory  and  enduring  advantages. 

"  The  establishment  of  a  Free  Public  Library,  by  the  municipal 
authorities   of  New   Bedford — the   pioneer   undertaking   of  the 
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* 

Ck)minonwealth,  has  conferred  an  honorable  distinction  upon  our 
beloved  city,  a  distinction  which  it  is  hoped  and  believed  we  shall 
continue  to  deserve,  by  giving  it  an  enlightened  and  liberal  sup- 
port." 


XIST    OF    THE    INDIVIDUALS  AND   ASSOCIATIONS   WHOSE  CONTRI- 
BUTIONS   HAVE    BEEN    RECEIVED   BY    THE    TRUSTEES  I 

Andover  Theological  Institution, 

American  Tract  Society, 

Agassiz,  Louis 

Brown,  D.  C. 

Bunker,  George  M. 

Babcock,  D.  H. 

Bache,  A.  D.,  United  States  Coast  Survey, 

Boyd,  Francis 

Board  of  Education,  State  of  New  York, 

Board  of  Agriculture,  by  Charles  L.  Flint,  Esq.,  Secretary, 

Colby,  Mrs.  H.  G.  0. 

Clifford,  John  H. 

Congdon,  James  B. 

Cary,  Henry  C. 

Commissioners  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  by  Hon.  R.  C. 

Winthrop, 
Connecticut  Horticultural  Society, 
Commissioner  of  Patents, 
Eliot,  Thomas  D. 
Fields,  James  T. 
Greene,  Thomas  A. 
Rowland,  George  Jr. 
Hartshorn,  John 
Jarvis,  Edward 
Johnson,  Charles 
Kirkbride,  Thomas  S. 
Knapp,  Shepherd 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston, 
Mason,  Charles 
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McKenzie,  Daniel 
Nye,  Asa  R. 
New  York,  State  of 
Page,  J.  H.  W. 
Phipps,  A.  J. 
Paine,  Martin 
Pennsylvania,  State  of 
Russell,  Charles 
Rodman,  William  Logan 
Smithsonian  Institute, 
Scudder,  Zeno 

Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Library, 
Trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
Taber,  Isaac  C. 
'Tillinghast,  Joseph  S. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Eliza  G. 
Williams,  John  E. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  TRUSTEES. 

Alluding  to  the  books  which  had  been  contributed,  the  report 

says : — 

'^  Some  of  the  works  thus  received  are  rare  and  valuable,  all 
useful,  and  all  more  than  welcome.  In  accordance  with  our  duty 
and  our  rules,  we  have  already  expressed  our  thanks  to  the  gener- 
ous donors  for  their  valuable  contributions.  We  would,  however, 
in  this  public  and  general  manner,  convey  to  them  on  behalf  of 
our  City,  a  renewed  declaration  of  our  grateftd  feelings.  May 
this  thoughtful  regard  for  the  welfare  and  progress  of  our  highly 
cherished  Institution  continue  and  increase;  so  that  every  year 
the  Trustees  may  be  called  upon  to  discharge  the  pleasing  duty 
of  making  public  a  long  and  continually  lengthening  list  of  its 
^ends  and  benefactors." 
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BUILDING  COMMISSIONERS. 

trustees  of  the  free  public  library. 

Georoe  Rowland,  Jr.,  Simfsox  Hart, 

Abneb  J.  Phiffs,  Geoboe  H.  Dunbar, 

Chables  Alht,  James  B.  Congdon. 

committee  on  public  property. 
Thomas  Wilcox,  John  K.  Gushing, 

Lewis  Hathaway,  Gustayus  Delano. 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


FIRST  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES.  1852. 

William  J.  Rotch,  Mayor,  President  of  the  Board. 
Matthew  Howland,  President  of  the  Common  Council. 
Henry  H.  Cbapo,  Chairman  of  Standing  Committee  on  PabCc 
Instruction. 

James  B.  Congdon,  Chosen  at  Large. 
Abneb  J.  Phipps,  "  " 

Simpson  Habt,  "  " 

A.  J.  Phipps,  Clerk. 


SEOOND  BOARD.  1853. 

Rodney  Fbench,  Mayor,  President  of  the  Board. 
Matthew  Howland,  President  of  the  Common  Council. 
Isaac  C.  Tabeb,  Chairman  of  Standing  Committee  on  PubUo 
Instruction. 

James  B.  Congdon,  Chosen  at  Large. 
Simpson  Hart,  "  " 

Abner  J.  Phipps,  "  " 

£3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


54 

THIRD  BOARD,  1854. 

Rodney  French,  Mayor,  President  of  the  Board. 
Thomas  Wilcox,  President  of  the  Common  Council. 
Isaac  C.  Taber,  Chairman  of  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction. 
James  B.  Congdon,  Chosen  at  Large. 
Simpson  Hart,  "  " 

Abner  J.  Phipps,  "  " 


FOURTH  BOARD.  1855.  ' 

Geoboe  Rowland,  Je.,  Mayor,  President  of  the  Board. 
John  W.  Nickerson,  President  of  the  Common  Council. 
Cranston  Wilcox,    Chairman   of    Standing   Committee  on 
Public  Instruction. 
James  B.  Conodon,  Chosen  at  Large. 
Abneb  J.  Phipps,  "  " 

Simpson  Hart,  "  " 


FIFTH  board.  1856. 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  Mayor,  President  of  the  Board. 
Abner  J.  Phipps,  President  of  the  Common  Council. 
Charles  Almy,  Chairman  of  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction. 
James  B.  Congdon,  Chosen  at  Large. 
Simpson  Hart,  "  •' 

Geobge  H.  Dunbab,      "  " 
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NOTES 

TO  THE  ADDRESS  OF  JAMES  B.  CONGDON. 


NOTE  A. 

William  Rotch  was  born  at  Nantucket,  in  the  year  1734.  He 
was  the  oldest  son  of  Joseph  Rotch,  who  moved  to  that  place 
from  Salisbury,  in  this  State,  where  he  engaged  successfully  in 
the  whaling  business.  William  Rotch  was  early  in  life  a  promi- 
nent man.  He  was,  like  his  father,  engaged  in  whaling,  and 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  lost  sixty  thousand  dollars,  by 
the  capture  of  his  vessels.  The  peace  brought  no  relief — for  Eng- 
land was  the  only  market  for  sperm  oil,  and,  now  a  foreign  coun- 
try, had  imposed  a  duty  upon  the  article,  which  would  not  allow  it 
to  be  sent  there.  Soon  after  the  peace,  we  find  Mr.  Rotch  in 
England,  closeted  with  William  Pitt,  urging,  but  without  success, 
upon  the  Great  Commoner,  the  importance  of  the  Fishery.  Dis- 
appointed there,  he  crosses  the  Channel,  obtains  from  England's 
great  rival  the  aid  demanded,  and  very  soon  establishes  the  busi- 
ness firmly  at  Dunkirk.  In  1793,  beliei-ing  war  with  England  in- 
evitable, he  left  France,  and  after  a  short  tarry  in  England,  arrived 
in  Boston,  Sept.  23d,  1794.  The  next  year  he  removed  from 
Nantucket  to  New  Bedford.  His  father  had  purchased  a  valuable 
property  in  Acushnet,  as  early  as  1765,  calling  the  village  Bed- 
ford. On  his  return  from  France,  Mr.  Rotch  found  his  son  Wil- 
liam Rotch,  Jr.,  settled  in  the  new  and  thriving  town  of  New  Bed- 
ford, and  a  house  ready  for  him  that  his  son  had  erected.  That 
house  (now  the  Mansion  House,  the  property  of  the  Hon.  T.  D. 
Eliot,)  he  occupied  until  his  death,  in  the  year  1828,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-four  years.     No  justice  is  done  to  William 
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Rotch  by  such  a  barren  outline.  But  more  is  not  here  allowable. 
That  part  of  his  life,  embraced  between  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  and  his  removal  to  this  town,  in  1795,  a 
period  of  twenty  years,  was  crowded  with  interesting  events. 
Full  of  enterprise,  but  sagacious  and  prudent  as  he  was  active, 
his  business  operations  were  extensive  and  absorbing.  With 
talents  of  a  high  order,  and  with  a  heart  full  of  love  and  good  will 
to  all,  his  native  town  looked  to  him  for  counsel  and  aid  in  every 
emergency.  A  prominent  and  consistent  member  of  a  religious 
society  whose  views  were  peculiar,  and  whose  testimonies  it  was 
hard  to  maintain  either  in  Revolutionary  America  or  in  Revo- 
lutionary France,  he  was  fearless  and  uncompromising  in  avowing, 
maintaining  and  diffusing  them.  I  have  seen  a  narrative  of  this 
part  of  the  life  of  William  Rotch,  dictated  by  him  in  his  eightieth 
year.  No  one  can  read  it  and  dispute  his  claim  to  an  exalted  rank 
as  a  Merchant,  a  Philanthropist  and  a  Christian. 


NOTE  B. 

Dr.  John  Brewer,  of  Philadelphia.  He  was  the  first  Principal 
of  the  Friends  Academy.  He  was  appointed  in  1811,  and  was 
connected  with  the  institution  six  years. 

Thomas  A.  Greene,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  Mr.  Greene  was  for  some 
time  an  assistant  teacher,  and  when  first  appointed  Principal  he 
was  associated  in  the  office  with  Moses  Moody. 

Hon.  J.  H.  W.  Page,  formerly  and  for  many  years  of  this  city, 
now  a  resident  of  Brighton,  doing  business  in  Boston. 

A.  J.  Phipps,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  President  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Library. 
He  was  appointed  Principal  in  1847,  and  is  still  connected  with 
the  institution,  as  Principal  of  the  Boys'  Department. 

That  veteran  teacher,  John  F.  Emerson,  Esq.,  Principal  of  the 
High  School,  was  at  one  time  an  assistant  teacher  at  the  Friends 
Academy.  He  has  been  a  teacher  in  this  city,  thirty  years,  and 
for  twenty-one  years  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  High  School. 
If  ever  retiring  pensions  are  justifiable  it  is  in  such  cases  as  this. 
The  long,  faithful  and  successful  labors  of  Mr.  Emerson  as  a  Pub- 
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lie  School  teacher,  entitle  him  to  the  consideration  and  gratitude 
of  every  citizen.  And  he  does  not  stand  alone.  We  have  many 
faithful  toilers  in  this  field,  whom  all  men  should^  and  all  thought- 
ful men  do^  delight  to  honor. 


NOTE  C. 

George  Rowland  was  born  in  Fairhaven,  then  a  part  of  the 
town  of  Dartmouth,  July  12th,  1781.  The  place  of  his  birth  was 
then  known  as  a  part  of  Acushnet,  which  included  the  territory 
that  was,  after  the  division  of  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  incorporat- 
ed as  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  afterwards  divided  into  New  Bed- 
ford and  Fairhaven. 

His  parents  subsequently  resided  in  New  Bedford. 

He  was  early  placed  in  the  counting-room  of  William  Rotch,  Jr., 
where  his  remarkable  aptitude  for  mercantile  pursuits  soon  devel- 
oped itself,  and  led  to  many  profitable  business  operations  before 
he  became  of  age.  His  career  as  a  merchant  was  protracted  and 
successful.  He  was  the  first  President  of  the  Bedford  Commer- 
cial Bank^  which  office  he  held  until  his  death,  a  period  of  thirty-six 
years.  He  was  for  many  years  a  trustee  of  the  Friends  Academy. 
He  died  May  21,  1852,  leaving  behind  him  a  large  estate  and  an 
unblemished  reputation. 

The  following  are  the  provisions  of  his  will  respecting  the  School 
for  Young  Females  : — 

*'  FouBTH ;  I  give  to  my  sons  George  Howland^  Jr,^  Auguitui 
ffowlandy  MaUhew  Howland  Charles  W.  Rowland^  and  Robert  B» 
Jfowlandj  and  my  sons-in-law  William  If.  Chase  and  Samuel  B. 
ParsanSj  and  the  survivors  of  them,  and  their  associates  and  suc- 
cessors forever,  the  s\im  of  Fifty  Thousand  doUarSy  in  special 
TRUST,  that  they  shall  invest  the  same  from  time  to  time,  with 
their  best  skill  and  judgment,  and  apply  so  much  of  the  accumu- 
lated income  thereof  as  they  may  think  expedient,  to  the  procuring 
of  suitable  grounds,  buildings,  apparatus  &c.,  for  a  School  for 
Toung  Females,  and  apply  the  income  of  the  balance  of  said  fund, 
to  maintain  such  school,  it  being  my  desire  that  said  school  should 
be  established  as  soon  as  it  conveniently  can  be,  and  I  hereby 
authorize  my  said  Trustees,  until  said  school  shall  be  established, 
to  apply  the  income  of  said  fund  after  erecting  said  buildings,  and 
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procuring  suitable  grounds,  apparatus  &c.,  for  such  school,  for  the 
benefit  of  any  other  school  or  schools,  or  add  the  same  to  the 
capital  fund  at  their  discretion. 

My  present  views  would  be  in  favor  of  establishing  said  School 
somewhere  in  the  County  of  Cayuga,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
but  I  leave  the  location  entirely  to  my  Trustees  aforesaid.  I  au- 
thorize and  empower  my  said  Trustees  to  name  their  own  successors 
nn  office  as  vacancies  may  occur,  and  so  on  from  time  to  time,  and 
also  to  increase  the  number  of  Trustees  to  any  number  not  exceed- 
ing twelve,  provided  always^  that  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  all 
Trustees  shall  be  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  being 
disowned  shall  disqualify  a  person  for  holding  said  office,  and 
vacate  the  office  if  he  is  a  Trustee.  If  the  said  Trustees  shall 
think  it  expedient  it  would  be  my  wish  that  they  should  get  an 
act  of  incorporation  for  said  school.  It  is  not  my  wish  that  said 
school  should  be  exclusively  for  children  of  Friends,  but  that  it 
should  be  open  to  all,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Trustees.  I  do  not  enjoin  it,  but  I  recommend  to  my 
children  upon  the  decease  of  my  beloved  wife,  Susan  Howlandj  to 
add  to  the  fund  for  the  said  school,  the  further  sum  of  Fifty 
Thousand  doUars  from  the  Capital  sum  of  One  Hundred  Thousand 
dollars  appropriated  by  the  second  clause  of  this  Will.  And  I 
authorize  my  Executors  and  Trustees  in  said  second  clause  named, 
to  appropriate  the  said  further  sum  to  that  purpose  if  they  shall 
think  it  expedient.  I  do  not  undertake  to  enter  into  details,  or  to 
prescribe  minute  rules  for  said  school,  but  trust  to  the  sound 
discretion  of  my  said  Trustees  and  their  successors.  I  wish  par* 
ticularly  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  my  children,  and  of  the 
community,  the  sense  which  I  entertain  of  the  vast  importance  of 
thorough  moral,  intellectual  and  religious  training  of  Young 
Females,  and  my  strong  desire,  that  this  fund  may  be  applied  in 
the  best  manner  to  that  great  object.'' 


NOTE  D. 

George  Rowland  bestowed  upon  the  Friends  School  at  Haver- 
ford,  Pennsylvania,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  His  son, 
the  present  Mayor  of  New  Bedford,  is  a  trustee  of  that  institution. 

The  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  was  bestowed  by  him  upon  a 
school  in  North  Carolina. 
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NOTE  E. 

William  Rotch,  Jun.,  was  born  at  Nantucket.  About  the  time 
tliat  his  father  went  abroad,  he  removed  to  New  Bedford,  and  for 
many  years  was  prominent  among  us  as  an  enlightened  and  suc- 
cessful merchant,  and  a  useful  and  honored  citizen ;  his  ear  and 
heart  ever  open  to  the  call  of  the  needy,  and  his  ample  means 
always  ready  for  their  relief;  holding  a  high  and  honorable  position 
in  the  religious  society  to  which  he  belonged,  and  reflecting  honor 
upon  his  profession  and  his  station,  by  an  humble,  consistent, 
christian  deportment  in  all  the  relations  and  circumstances  of  life. 

His  first  residence  was  on  Water  street,  at  the  corner  of  Wil- 
liam. The  spacious  house  he  then  occupied,  removed  back  to  First 
street,  is  now,  by  the  bounty  of  his  daughter,  a  Home  for  the 
Sailor.  The  elegant  mansion  on  County  street,  occupied  by  him 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  is  now  the  residence  of  Edward  C. 
Jones,  Esq. 

He  died  April  1 7th,  1 850,  aged  90  years. 


NOTE  F.      . 

Samuel  Rodman  was  a  man  who  combined  in  his  character  many 
rare  excellencies.  As  a  merchant  he  was  prudent,  methodical, 
diligent  and  enlightened.  To  do  business,  and  to  do  it  properly 
and  uprightly,  was  with  him,  a  work  which  called  for  the  exercise 
of  high  intellectual  powers,  constant  attention  and  an*  exalted 
christian  aim.  He  looked  upon  the  calling  of  a  merchant  as  one, 
at  Ihe  same  time  honorable  and  responsible,  alike  as  a  whole  and  in 
its  details.  To  a  late  period  of  his  life  he  was  his  own  book-keeper, 
perfect  in  method  and  execution.  It  is  said  that  he  never  gave  a 
note  except  to  the  Insurance  Company.  In  form  he  was  tall  and 
erect,  in  manners  refined  and  courteous,  in  his  dress  a  model  of 
gentility  and  neatness.  He  was  owner  of  the  ship  Maria,  of  this 
port,  now  about  80  years  old,  and  for  thirty  years  she  had  no  name 
but  his  on  her  register.  He  was  one  of  the  original  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Friends  Academy,  and  contributed  two  thousand 
dollars  towards  its  endowment. 

He  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  November  11,  1753,  and  died 
in  this  city,  December  24,  1835. 
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NOTE  G. 

Elizabeth  Hodman,  the  daughter  of  William  Rotch,  the  sister 
of  William  Rotch,  Jr.,  and  wife  of  Samuel  Rodman,  was  born  at 
Nantucket,  Dec.  9,  1757,  and  died  in  this  city,  August  2,  1856. 
Until  a  short  period  before  she  died,  her  mental  faculties  remained 
unimpaired.  All  who  knew  her  will  readily  agree  to  the  applica- 
bility of  the  quotation,  in  which  I  have  substituted  the  name  of 
this  excellent  woman  for  that  of  the  celebrated  Berkley,  Bishop 
of  London. 


NOTE  H. 

Charity  Rodman  Rotch,  was  the  sister  of  SamueJ  Rodman,  and 
was  born  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  Oct.  31, 1766.  She  married  Thomas 
Rotch,  son  of  William  Rotch. 

Her  nephew,  Samuel  Rodman,  Jr.,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  thus  speaks 
of  her : 

"  Charity  Rotch  was  my  father's  youngest  sister.  She  was 
rightly  named.  She  had  a  most  benevolent  heart.  Among  my 
earliest  recollections  of  her,  probably  in  1800,  she  had  a  weekly 
levee  of  Freetown  mendicants  at  my  uncle's  house,  corner  of 
Water  and  William  streets,  giving  them  her  sympathy  and  such 
aid  as  she  could,  and  acting  as  the  almoner  of  others  whom  she 
could  interest  in  behalf  of  the  poor  and  afflicted.  She  died  August 
6,  1824,  at  Kendal,  Ohio." 


NOTE  I. 

The  Four  Corners  was  the  village  head-quarters  for  many  years. 

A  painting,  accurate  and  beautiful,  of  this  part  of  Bedford 
village,  has  been  executed  by  our  fellow-citizen,  William  Allen 
Wall. 

The  building  alluded  to  is  Nos.  12  and  14  Water  street,  now 
occupied  by  our  fellow-citizen,  Josiah  B.  King. 

It  was  for  many  years  occupied  by  William  Sawyer  Wall,  who, 
while  he  carried  on  the  business  of  a  smith,  kept  a  small  stock  of 
hardware. 

Various  mechanical  occupations  have  been  followed  in  the  upper 
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part  of  the  building ;  and  the  writer  of  this  has  in  his  eye  two 
residents  of  Sixth  street,  both  occupying  beautiful  and  costly 
residences,  who,  as  well  as  our  friend  Allen,  worked  as  mechanics' 
apprentices  in  that  building. 

It  has  lately  been  finely  fittted  up,  and  looks  as  if  it  was  good 
for  another  half  century.  It  was  owned  by  the  Rotch  family,  but 
is  now  the  property  of  William  C.  Taber. 


NOTE  J. 

This  building  is  now  No.  26  Union  street,  and  is  occupied  by 
Messrs.  Shaw  &  Bro.  The  lower  part  was  for  many  years  a  dry 
goods  store. 

The  office  of  the  New  Bedford  Mercury  was  formerly  in  this 
building,  and  the  Old  Colony  Gazette,  a  democratic  paper  that  had 
a  short  existence  among  us,  was  printed  there. 


NOTE  K. 

Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.,  was  born  April  4th,  1777,  in  that  part 
of  the  town  of  Dartmouth  then  called  Acushnet,  now  Fairhaven. 

After  serving  an  apprenticeship  to  the  printing  business,  he 
commenced  the  publication  of  a  weekly  newspaper,  called  the 
"  Columbian  Courier."  The  first  number  was  issued  Dec.  8, 1 798> 
and  the  last  March  1,  1805.  This  was  the  second  paper  published 
in  New  Bedford;  it  having  been  preceded  by  the  " Medley ,"^ 
published  by  his  master,  John  Spooner.  The  issue  of  the  latter 
ceased  soon  after  the  Courier  was  commenced.  There  are  several 
volumes  in  our  Public  Library  printed  by  Mr.  Shearman.  He  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  about  the  time  that  he  dis- 
continued his  paper.  For  thirty  years  he  was  engaged  in  business 
as  a  bookseller.  His  store  was  what  is  now  No.  45  Union  street^ 
owned  by  William  C.  Taber,  and  still  devoted  to  the  same  business 
by  his  successors,  Messrs.  Charles  Taber  &  Co.  He  died  Dec.  26thy 
1847,  establishing  by  his  Will,  two  funds,  the  income  of  one  to  be 
devoted  to  charitable,  the  other  to  educational  purposes.  Hi» 
«<  Lines  to  Lord  Byron"  may  be  found  in  an  early  number  of  th& 
"  Christian  Disciple." 
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NOTE  L. 

John  Pickens  was  the  first  town-clerk  of  New  Bedford,  and 
held  the  office  from  the  year  1787  to  1792. 

He  was  cashier  of  the  Bedford  Bank,  the  first  banking  institu- 
tion  established  among  us,  whose  charter  expired,  it  is  believed, 
in  the  year  1811  or  1812.     Thomas  Hazard,  Jr.,  was  President. 

He  was  again  elected  town-clerk  in  1815,  and  held  the  office  five 
years.  He  was,  for  many  years,  the  only  land-surveyor  in  the 
village. 


NOTE  M. 

William  Sawyer  Wall  was  born  at  Rock,  near  Bewdley,  in  Eng- 
land, April  5th,  1767. 

He  was  a  young  man  when  he  came  to  this  country,  and  always 
highly  respected  and  beloved. 

He  was  a  friend  and  correspondent  of  the  celebrated  William 
Allen,  of  London,  for  whom  he  named  his  oldest  son,  our  fellow- 
citizen,  William  A.  Wall,  the  artist.     He  died  13th  Nov.  1815. 


NOTE  N. 

The  Dialectic  Society  was  formed  about  the  year  1811.  It  was 
a  new  organization,  with  a  change  of  name,  of  the  "  Tirocinium 
Society." 

The  objects  of  the  association  were  intellectual  culture,  and 
social  intercourse. 

The  exercises  were  mostly  debates  upon  questions  previously 
agreed  upon.  Several  formal  addresses  were  delivered  before  the 
Society,  and  many  papers  of  great  ability  were  written  by  the 
members  and  read  at  its  meetings. 

Only  one  of  these  addresses  was  printed.  It  was  delivered  Sept. 
1st,  1817,  by  John  Mason  Williams,  then  a  resident  of  New  Bed- 
ford. A  copy  is  now  before  me.  It  is  an  address  of  singular 
ability  and  beauty.     William  Sawyer  Wall,  Abraham  Shearman, 
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''  It  has  been  stated  that  no  ordained  minister  of  tlie  gospel  has 
died  in  this  town.  Within  this  enclosure  (the  Friends  Burying 
Ground)  lies  the  dust  of  one,  who,  although  a  minister  without 
the  "  laying  on  of  hands,"  was  one  of  the  most  faithful  who  ever 
declared  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gospel  to  his  fellow-man.  There 
are  many  .among  us  who  can  never  forget  th^  venerable  form  of 
James  Davis.  And  still  less  likely  are  any  of  those  who  heard 
him  preach,  to  forget  those  earnest,  solemn,  affectionate  appeals, 
which  so  often  caused  the  tear  of  contrition  to  flow,  and  the  desire 
for  a  state  of  purity  and  peace  to  rise  into  dominion  in  the  soul.*' 
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NOTE. 

Since  this  report  was  prepared  and  presented,  the  Hon.  Geobge 
HowLAXD,  Jb.,  whose  name  is  attached  to  it  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  has  presented  to  the  city  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Library,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars.  This  is 
the  sum  which  has  been  paid  to  him  as  salary  during  the  two  years 
which  he  has  served  the  city  as  Mayor. 

Thus  has  the  son  followed  the  footsteps  of  the  father  in  bestow- 
ing an  enlightened  regard  upon  the  great  work  of  education,  and 
thus  generously  has  he  acted  up  to  the  spirit  of  those  recommenda- 
tions, to  which,  in  this  report,  he  has  given  the  sanction  of  his 
character  and  name. 

June  16,  1857. 
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REPORT. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  present  to 
the  City  Council,  their  Fifth  Annual  Report. 

The  general  aspects  of  the  institution  are  unchanged. 
It  has  continued  to  do  its  work,  imparting  to  our  peo* 
pie  useful  instruction  and  innocent  and  improving  rec- 
reation. It  still  maintains,  its  high  position  in  the  minds 
of  the  people ;  every  year  finds  it  more  firmly  rooted 
in  their  regards,  and  thus  far  the  administration  of  its 
affairs  has  been  in  harmony  with  the  principles  upon 
which  it  was  established,  and  has  given  satisfaction  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city. 

For  more  than  four  years  it  has  been  in  successful 
operation,  giving  evidence  from  its  results  of  the  wis- 
dom which  planned,  the  liberality  which  established, 
and  of  the  enlightened  and  vigilant  guardianship  by 
which  it  has  been  cherished  and  sustained. 

In  every  respect  in  which  it  can  be  viewed,  it  must 
be  regarded  ea^  a  most  stx^cessful  underteking.    Thu 
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people  of  New  Bedford  have  found  it  a  source  of  great 
and  enduring  advantage.  It  has  entertained,  enlight- 
ened, and  improved  them.  They  have  realized  from  it 
advantages  beyond  the  promise  of  its  inception.  The 
range  of  its  influence  has  been  wider  and  deeper.  Its 
educational  features  are  gradually  unfolding,  and  giv- 
ing it  a  higher  and  more  comprehensive  position.  It 
is  at  work  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  people,  and 
the  more  influential  it  becomes,  the  more  deeply  it  is 
cherished,  and  the  more  active  and  earnest  is  the  de- 
termination to  sustain  it  in  all  its  integrity  and  to  en- 
large the  sphere  of  its  operations.  It  has  come  to  be 
indentifled  with  our  views  of  Municipal  prosperity  and 
well-being ;  and  while  partaking  of  its  advantages,  we 
are  not  indifferent  to  the  fact,  that  our  city  has  in- 
creased its  reputation  by  its  early  and  earnest  action  in 
this  direction. 

The  establishment  of  a  Free  Public  Library,  while 
it  has  been  profltable  to  our  people,  has  brought  us  a 
rich  harvest  of  praise.  Its  plan,  progress  and  position, 
are  subjects  of  remark  and  commendation  in  all  parts 
of  the  country.  Now  that  four  years  of  successful 
experience  have  sanctioned  the  wisdom  which  gave  to 
us  the  theory  of  a  Library  for  the  people,  many  other 
communities  are  looking  towards  us  earnestly  and 
hopefully ;  and  there  are  movements  making  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  our  country,  indicated  by  the  constant  de- 
mands which  are  making  for  our  reports,  which  pro- 
mise the  extension  of  the  principle  and  plan  to  many 
of  our  sister  municipalities. 

We  look  upon  it  as  a  most  fortunate  and  important 
circumstance,  that  we  have,  in  this  city,  made  a  demon- 
stration so  successful,  of  the  principle  upon  which  the 
law  of  our  Commonwealth  is  founded.    Had  there  been 
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wanting  in  our  experiment,  the  liberality  and  devoted- 
ness  which  are  the  only  foundation  for  success  in  such 
an  undertaking,  the  result  would  have  been  without 
utility  or  influence.  Fortunately  for  us,  and  may  we 
not  say,  fortunately  for  thie  cause  of  public  enlighten- 
ment and  a  free  and  generous  intellectual  culture, 
there  was,  in  the  beginning,  and  there  always  has  been, 
in  the  Councils  of  our  city,  a  deep,  active,  enlightened 
conviction,  that  a  Free  Public  Library  is  an  institution 
which  belongs  to  our  highest  ideas  of  a  rightly  con- 
stituted municipality.  The  action  of  our  City  Govern- 
ment has  been  in  harmony  with  this  conviction ;  and 
while  it  has  given  to  our  community  an  educational 
establishment  of  great  and  constantly  increasing  in- 
terest and  value,  it  has  quickened  into  activity  and 
nopeful  effort  many  thoughtful  minds  and  earnest 
hearts  in  various  parts  of  our  country,  who  have  heard 
of  our  undertaking  and  its  successful  issue.  We  are 
gratified  at  this  result.  A  measure  so  successful  here, 
cannot  fail  of  success  in  other  communities  similarly 
situated.  It  is  good  for  any  people,  to  unite  in  estab- 
lishing and  fostering  an  institution  having  for  its  object 
the  public  enlightenment  and  welfare.  There  is  dig- 
nity and  elevation  in  the  union  of  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  a  community  in  such  a  work.  There  are  elements 
in  it  which  elevate  it  above  all  the  conflicts  of  party, 
above  all  the  disturbing,  dividing  and  alienating  cir- 
cumstances which  are  found  to  exist  wherever  men 
have  gathered  for  their  common  welfare.  It  is  sig- 
nificant of  progress  in  the  right  direction,  when  we 
find  such  a  work  has  been  accomplished — it  gives  en- 
couragement and  hope  when  the  minds  of  any  com- 
munity are  intent  upon  engaging  in  such  an  under- 
taking— ^it  is  a  source  of  gratification  and  of  commen- 
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dable  pride  to  know,  that  such  a  purpose  and  such  a 
consummation  have  an  intimate  and  important  con- 
nection with  our  own  united  and  successful  movement. 
To  such  of  our  sister  communities  as  may  now  be  giv- 
ing their  attention  to  the  subject  of  Free  Public  Li- 
braries, we  can  say  with  confidence,  that  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  effort  here,  has  been  far  beyond 
the  highest  anticipations  of  those  who  were  the  pio- 
neers in  the  enterprize.  The  statements  contained  in 
the  former  Reports  of  this  Board,  showing  the  bene- 
ficial operations  of  the  institution,  the  interest  with 
which  it  is  regarded  by  the  people,  and  the  elevated 
position  which  it  has  attained,  under  the  fostering  influ- 
ence of  enlightened  municipal  action,  demand  from  us 
neither  denial  or  modification.  On  the  contrary,  we 
can  cheerfully  unite  with  those  who  have  preceded  us 
in  the  honorable  position  of  Trustees  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Free  Public  Library,  in  giving  the  sanction  of  our 
judgment  and  experience  to  the  declarations  which 
they  have  so  repeatedly  and  earnestly  given  forth  to 
the  public.  In  the  Reports  of  our  predecessors,  there 
is  to  be  found  a  faithful  record  of  what  the  public  has 
done  for  the  Library,  and  what  the  Library  has  done 
for  the  public.  This  record  may  be  received  without 
qualification  or  modification.  It  is  a  recoid  creditable 
to  our  city,  and  full  of  encouragement  to  the  friends 
of  a  more  genial  culture*  everywhere.  To  all,  here  or 
elsewhere,  who  would  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
history  of  this  successful  fulfillment  of  a  wise  design 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  this  record  may  be  given, 
as  one  reliable  in  its  facts,  and  useful  as  an  encourage- 
ment and  guide,  to  those  who  would  imitate  and  profit 
by  the  example  which  it  furnishes. 
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The  year  now  about  to  close,  while  it  does  not  call 
upon  ns  to  lay  before  the  City  Council  any  facts  of  ma- 
terial importance  in  the  operations  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  is  nevertheless,  an  important  one  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  cherished  institution.  On  the  28th  day  of 
August  last,  the  comer  stone  of  our  Library  edifice 
was  laid ;  and  on  the  day  that  this  Report  will  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Government,  the  build- 
ing will  be  nearly  finished. 

The  completion  of  this  work  will  form  a  memorable 
era  in  the  history  of  the  Public  Library  of  New  Bed- 
ford. Anxious  as  the  Trustees  of  this  institution  have 
been  for  a  place  of  deposit  for  our  large,  valuable,  and 
constantly  increasing  collection,  less  liable  to  destruc- 
tion, more  convenient  of  access,  and  more  ample  in  its 
accommodations  for  the  visitors  to  the  Library;  and 
earnest  and  imremitted  as  have  been  their  efforts  and 
appeals,  a  consummation  so  complete  had  hardly  been 
within  the  range  of  their  hopes,  much  less  of  their  ex- 
pectations. Constituting  but  a  part  of  the  Body 
charged  by  the  City  Council  with  the  duty  of  super- 
inteqding  the  erection  of  the  building,  it  belongs  not 
to  us  to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  work  now  so  near 
a  successful  completion.  Upon  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners, whose  labors  are  soon  to  close,  will  it  de- 
volve to  lay  before  you  the  details  of  those  operations 
which  have,  under  their  direction,  resulted  in  the  erec- 
tion of  an  edifice  for  the  Free  Public  Library,  safe  and 
enduring  in  its  character,  ample  and  commodious  in 
its  arrangements,  and  beautiful  and  harmonious  in  all 
its  architectural  features. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  work  was  com- 
menced, are  familiar  to  the  Council  and  the  people. 
A  simple  but  impressive  ceremonial  marked  the  ocear 
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sion  when  the  comor  stone  was  laid,  and  in'the  ad- 
dresses then  delivered  and  subsequently  published  and 
distributed  among  the  people,  are  to  be  found,  the  his- 
tory of  the  Municipal  action  which  led  to  the  event, 
and  some  of  the  facts  and  associations  which  rendered 
the  occasion  interesting  and  memorable  to  the  inhabi. 
tants  of  our  city.  The  name  of  the  Architect,*  who  had 
planned,  and  of  the  builder,-)-  who  had  taken  upon  him- 
self to  execute,  are  there  given.  Full  of  confidence 
and  hope,  inspired  by  what  had  been  at  that  time  ac- 
complished, one  of  those  upon  whom  had  been  con- 
ferred the  honor  of  addressing  the  people  on  the  occa- 
sion, thus  gave  expression  to  the  feelings  and  anticipa- 
tions of  those  who  had  been  charged  with  the  under- 
taking. 

"  The  foundation  walls  are  firmly  placed ;  the  cor- 
ner stone  is  immovably  fixed  in  its  appropriate  posi- 
tion ;  an  enlightened  and  ever  to  be  commemorated 
public  liberality  has  provided  ample  means  ;  devoted, 
earnest  and  competent  Commissioners  have  been  select- 
ed and  given  themselves  to  the  work ;  an  Architect,  with 
a  large  experience,  a  cultivated  taste,  and  an  affluence  of 
that  zeal  and  love  of  the  beautiful  and  true,  which  finds 
its  highest  reward  in  giving  form  and  fixedness  to 
their  creations,  has  given  us  arrangements  of  conven- 
ience and  elevations  of  beauty ;  a  master  builder  has 
grappled  with  the  undertaking,  who  to  that  clear  appre- 
hension of  beauty  and  fitness  which  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion of  architectural  success,  and  that  practical  knowl- 
edge without  which  all  architectural  affluence  were 
as  worthless  as  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,  unites 
that  love  of  art,  that  meritorious  striving  after  excel- 


*  Snlnmnn  K.  Eaton,  Esq. 
t  Henry  Piarea,  Esq. 
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lence,  that  praiseworthy  emulatioii  after  a  high  and 
enduring  reputation,  which  are  an  earnest  of  well- 
doing, and  a  pledge  that  a  liberal  devotedness  of  means 
and  a  design  of  skill  and  beauty  can  be  entrusted  to 
his  mechanical  guardianship. 

"  Thus  auspiciously  have  we  commenced  our  work. 
Thus  do  we  find  on  the  day  devoted  to  the  important 
and  interesting  ceremony  of  placing  the  comer  stone 
of  our  edifice,  that  the  forms  and  the  forces  by  whose 
combination  and  harmonious  action  the  work  is  to  be 
accomplished  are  all  arranged  and  marshalled,  and 
give  to  all  an  assurance  of  a  speedy  and  perfect  con- 
summation. 

"Allow  me,  fellow-citizens,  to  congratulate  you 
upon  this  memorable  and  auspicious  event.  Allow  me 
to  use  the  language  of  a  chastened  exultation  and  a 
reasonable  enthusiasm  in  view  of  the  high  position  giv- 
en to  us  as  a  community  by  this  noble  work,  and  of  the 
unspeakable  advantages  which  will  flow  to  this  people 
from  the  institution  which  will  have  this  beautiful  ed- 
ifice as  the  guardian  of  its  intellectual  treasures ;  the 
attractive  home  of  the  seekers  after  intellectual  en* 
joyment  and  wealth,  the  perennial  source  and  the  truth- 
ful emblazonry  of  refinement,  high  mental  cultivation, 
and  a  correct  taste,  and  a  heartfelt  love  of  all  things 
beautiful  and  pure." 

These  hopes  and  anticipations  have  been  realized* 
There  has  been  "harmonious  action"  between  the 
"  forms  and  the  forces"  by  which  the  work  was  to  be 
accomplished.  He  who  designed,  and  he  who  had  been 
selected  to  execute,  have  come  up  to  the  full  measure 
of  this  confident  and  hopeful  announcement  In  no 
respect  have  they  come  short  of  the  anticipations  thus 
expressed ;  and  aided  by  the  labors  of  the  Commission 
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charged  with  iiie  supeiiateiEMleiice  satA  direction  oitixe 
work,  they  have  erected  a  building  substantial  and  neat 
in  its  workmanship,  convenient  in  its  arraugeiEbents,  and 
beautiful  and  striking  in  its  architectural  characteristics 

We  should  do  violence  to  the  feelings  with  which 
we  hay«  constantly  regarded  this  undertakings  should 
we  fail  to  congratulate  the  City  Council  and  the  people 
tiiey   represent,  upon  the  completion  of  this  work. 

The  ^  ornate  and  enduring  receptacle  aod  safegiuard 
of  our  Bibiiothecal  Treasures,"  thus  characterised  in 
anticipation,  is  completed ;  and  in  no  respect  does  it 
fall  short  of  the  hi^  hopes  and  expectations  which 
found  expression  in  the  language  we  have  traufiferred 
to  our  Baport.  The  building  is  an  ornament  to  our 
city ;  and  when  associated,  as  it  ever  will  be,  with  the 
enli^tened  and  honorable  purpose  in  which  it  had  its 
origin,  wilU  aa  long  as  its  walls  shall  endure,  be  a 
source  of  commendable  pride  and  satisfaction  to  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Bedford-  And  we  shall  all  be 
proud  to  remember,  and  the  memory  tibereof  will  linger 
with  many  of  the  generations  who  will  succeed  us,  that 
not  only  19  it  true,  that  the  library  that  is  to  be  placed 
within  its  walls,  was  "  the  vert  first  Free  Pubuc 

LlBRiJ^T  KNOWN  TO  THE  ANNALS  OF  THE  WORLD,"  but  it 

is  alsq  true  that  this  is  the  very  first  Free  Furlic 
Library  Edifice  ever  completed. 

Although  the  principal  room  of  the  building  is 
completed,  several  weeks  must  elapse  before  it  will  be 
ready  £or  the  reception  of  the  books.  In  the  mean 
time,  a  thorough  examination  of  the  library  must  be 
made^  and  measures  taken  &r  a  more  perfect  classifica- 
tion and  convenient  arrangement. 

ThAt  this  may  be  done  efiectively,  the  books  must 
fdU  he  ctUJcd  m^  and  for  a  abort  period  retained.    Th9 
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public  will  gain  by  a  detention,  which  will  allow  the 
Trustees  to  opeoa  the  doors  of  the  new  building,  with 
every  arrangement  for  liie  accommodation  of  the 
inhabitants,  carefully  matured  and  effectually  com- 
pleted. It  will  be  a  work  of  much  labor ;  but  that 
the  advantages  of  our  beautiful  and  convenient  rooms 
may  not  be  lost,  there  must  be  given  to  our  operations, 
when  liiey  shall  re-commence  under  such  auspicious 
circumstances,  the  advantages  of  a  plan  the  most  perfect 
that  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  managers  to  provide. 

Our  efficient  and  industrious  Librarian,  ever  intent 
upon  promoting  in  every  way  in  his  power  the  useful- 
nei»  of  the  institution  and  the  convenience  of  the 
public,  has  already  made  mudi  progress  in  the  work 
of  preparing  a  catalogue.  This  is  a  laborious  under- 
taking ;  but  when  completed  it  will  be  of  essential 
service  to  those  who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  of  the  Library. 

With  the  occupancy  of  the  library  edifice,  a  perfect 
arrangement  of  the  books,  and  the  completion  of  the 
catalogue,  a  new  impulse  and  an  enlarged  sphere  of 
operations  will  be  given  to  our  Free  Public  Library. 
Then  will  the  idea  of  those  who  gave  the  first  impulse 
to  this  movement  be  realized.  Then  shall  it  be  the 
boast  of  our  city,  that  it  has  within  its  borders, 
established  by  the  people  and  by  the  people  cherished 
and  sustained,  free  to  all  as  the  schools  and  the  high- 
ways are  free,  attractive  to  all  by  its  concomitants  of 
architectual  fitness  and  beauty,  convenient  for  all  by 
arrangements  of  careful  and  comprehensive  adaptation, 
and  accessible  to  all  from  its  central  and  prominent 
position,  an  institution,  established  and  dedicated  and 
sustained  for  the  high  and  noble  purpose  of  informing, 
elevathig  and  refining  the  minds  of  the  people,  giving 
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to  those  whom  the  public  schools  can  no  longer  retain, 
educational  facilities  calculated  to  stimulate  and  satisfy 
the  never  dying  thirst  after  knowledge  which  claims 
the  companionship  of  every  rightly  directed  mind; 
winning  the  young  to  the  love  of  books,  to  the  love  of 
a  pure  and  elevating  literature,  to  the  love  of  refined 
and  intellectual  pursuits  and  recreations,  while  it  opens 
avenues  to  the  attainment  of  useful  knowledge,  and 
aids  in  the  important  labor  of  preparing  them  for  the 
work  which  their  hands  may  find  to  do ;  affording  op- 
portunities seldom  enjoyed,  for  the  females  of  the 
community  to  participate,  not  only  in  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  books,  but  in  the  pleasure  and  profit 
of  quiet  and  prolonged  study ;  multiplying  in  many 
ways  the  enjoyments  of  the  people,  while  it  gives 
dignity  to  intellectual  pursuits,  and  throws  the  charms 
of  a  refined  and  cultivated  taste  around  the  pleasures 
and  pursuits  of  all  conditions  and  all  classes ;  giving 
to  all  loftier  and  more  comprehending  views  of  man's 
intellectual  capacity ;  aiding  in  the  formation  of  those 
habits  of  self-respect  which  all  should  cherish,  and 
those  habits  of  thought  and  mental  action  which 
adorn  and  dignify,  while  they  elevate  and  protect ;  in 
a  word,  spreading  broad-cast  through  our  community 
those  aids  to  mental  and  moral  efforts,  to  the  love  of 
knowledge  and  the  desire  for  excellence,  which  give 
hope  and  strength  in  the  struggle  of  life,  which  throw 
around  the  pathway  of  existence  the  light  of  all  things 
beautiful,  and  the  love  of  all  things  pure,  and  which 
while  they  constitute  the  most  elevating  and  enduring 
of  man's  earthly  purposes  and  hopes,  are  significant  of 
that  alliance  and  destiny  which  belong  to  him  as  an 
immortal  being,  and  are,  in  their  highest  and  purest 
form,  "golden  links  which  connect  the  children  of 
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earth  with  the  throne  of  the  Eternal,"  and  which  the 
religion  of  the  Gospel  so  hallows  and  directs,  that  the 
problem  of  man's  destiny  is  solved,  and  the  Christian 
finds  himself  the  recipient  of  the  promise  of  this  world 
and  of  that  which  is  to  come. 

With  regard  to  the  increase  of  the  library,  the  same 
general  plan  has  been  followed  as  in  previous  years. 
Of  the  new  issues  from  the  press,  such  have  been 
added  as  were  in  accordance  with  our  design  and 
within  the  reach  of  our  means,  while  of  the  standard 
literature  of  our  language  we  have  made  a  large  num- 
J)er  of  valuable  accessions.  Every  year  has  found  us, 
through  the  judicious  expenditure  of  the  means  which 
the  liberality  of  the  Council  has  annually  devoted  to 
this  object,  with  a  large  increase  of  valuable  books 
both  new  and  old ;  and  although  the  process  is  slow, 
yet  we  look  forward  to  the  time,  when  the  united 
action  of  public  and  private  liberality,  and  a  wise  and 
prudent  administration  of  our  means,  shall  give  to  the 
people  of  our  city  a  library,  second  to  none  in  our 
Commonwealth  in  all  that  constitutes  the  real  wealth 
of  such  an  institution. 

We  feel  that  we  are,  as  yet,  but  upon  the  threshold 
of  our  undertaking.  To  perfect  it,  will  call  for  many 
days  and  years  of  earnest  and  well-directed  effort 
There  must  be  the  same  enlightened  liberality  and  the 
same  unremitting  devotedness  bestowed  upon  the  insti- 
tution now  so  highly  and  so  justly  appreciated,  if  we 
would  continue  to  have  it  a  source  of  usefulness  and 
an  object  of  regard,  and  if  we  would  ensure  for  it  that 
improvement  and  progress  which  constitute  indispensa- 
ble elements  in  its  constitution.  But  as  we  look  upon 
the  past,  we  have  no  fears  for  the  future.  The  work 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  people.     By  them  it  will  con- 
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tinue  to  be  cherished  and  sustained,  and  the  children 
of  those  by  whom  it  was  established,  educated  under 
its  influence,  and  taught  to  look  upon  it  as  an  institu- 
tion held  in  special  regard,  by  their  fathers,  will  not 
fail  to  bestow  upon  it  that  fostering  attention  which 
will  ensure  its  continuance  and  prosperity. 

We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  announce  the  receipt 
of  many  valuable  books  as  donations  to  our  institution. 
The  names  of  the  donors  will  be  found  connected  with 
this  report.  There  is  no  part  of  our  duty  that  gives 
us  more  pleasure,  than  that  which  calls  upon  us  to  lay 
before  our  fellow-citizens  this  portion  of  the  records  of 
our  board.  To  the  thoughtful  and  enlightened  liberali- 
ty and  attention  of  our  friends,  we  are  indebted  for 
many  highly  cherished  volumes.  Every  such  volume 
is  regarded  by  us  with  a  special  interest.  It  brings 
with  itself  the  welcome  and  encouraging  fact,  that, 
beyond  the  circle  of  those  who  have  been  officially 
entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  library,  there 
are  many  who  are  heedful  of  its  importance,  and  who 
are  desirous  of  promoting  its  prosperity  and  usefulness. 
The  reflection,  to  those  who  are  charged  with  its  man- 
agement, is  ever  a  joyous  one,  that  the  number  of  those 
is  large  and  increasing  whose  thoughts  are  intent  upon 
its  interests,  and  whose  minds  and  hearts  are  "  devising 
liberal  things"  with  regard  to  it  Again  would  we 
express  our  grateful  acknowledgements  to  those  who 
have  been  thus  thoughtful  of  us,  and  who  have  placed 
upon  our  records  and  our  shelves  the  evidence  of  their 
enlightened  and  benevolent  regard.  In  all  coming 
time,  will  this  portion  of  our  municipal  records  be 
regarded  with  a  deep  and  abiding  interest.  The  gen- 
erations which  shall  come  after  us  will  seek  upon  it  for 
the  names  of  those  who  have  thus  comedown  to  them 
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as  public  benefactors,  and  children  will  be  gratified  to 
find  there,  the  names  of  parents  who  have  honored 
themselves  and  honored  thenij  by  contributing  to  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  an  institution  so  closely 
identified  with  the  prosperity  and  reputation  of  the  city. 
While  we  thus  do  justice  to  the  past,  may  we  not  be 
allowed  to  express  ourselves  hopefully  and  earnestly 
for  the  future.  With  no  considerations  to  influence 
us  but  such  as  belong  to  a  deeply  rooted  conviction 
that  we  are  "  zealously  affected  in  a  good  thing,"  we 
could  wish  to  find  access  to  many,  whose  "  pure  minds" 
if  once  "  stirred  up  by  way  of  remembrance,"  would 
not  fail  to  "  devise  liberal  things  concerning  us.  We 
know  that  it  may  be  most  emphatically  said  of  the 
institution  in  whose  behalf  we  are  pleading,  that  "  by 
liberal  things  shall  it  stand."  No  form  of  words  could 
more  aptly  express  the  idea  which  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion of  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  Liberal- 
ity is  its  life.  It  came  into  existence  at  its  bidding, 
it  has  flourished  under  its  fostering  care,  and  its  future 
is  bright  with  a  radiance  thrown  around  it  by  our 
hopeful  confidence.  Liberality,  public  and  private; 
liberality  of  thought,  feeling  and  action;  liberality 
that  recognizes  the  obligation  and  feels  the  joy  of  deal- 
ing justly  and  nobly  with  the  manhood  of  every  mem- 
ber of  God's  earthly  family ;  this  is  the  word,  which 
in  its  beautiful  comprehensiveness  more  fully  than  any 
other,  expresses  the  origin,  the  aims,  and  the  needs  of  our 
Free  Public  Library.  Therefore  it  is  that  we  feel  great 
freedom  in  using  it,  when  we  would  incite  to  thought 
and  action  favorable  to  a  cause  so  worthy  of  the  advocacy 
and  assistance  of  all  generous  hearted  and  right  minded 
persons.  We  ask  them  to  be  liberal  towards  our 
new,  but  influential  and  valuable  Public  Educational 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14  CITY  DOCUMENT— No.  6.        March, 

Institute — ^liberal  in  thought,  liberal  in  feeling,  and,  as 
they  may  have  ability  and  opportunity,  liberal  in  action. 

We  want  from  the  wealthy  and  enlightened  citizens 
of  New  Bedford,  what  we  cannot  obtain  from  the  ac- 
tion, however  liberal  and  harmonious,  of  our  Munici- 
pal authorities.  That  want  would  be  met  by  finding 
in  the  alcoves  of  our  beautiful  Library  hall,  and  upon 
the  walls  of  the  tasteful  edifice  now  about  to  be  dedi- 
cated to  the  cause  of  public  enlightenment  and  pro- 
gress, the  evidence  of  a  lively  sympathy  with  the  move- 
ment and  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  those  upon 
whom  have  been  bestowed  large  stores  of  material 
wealth,  to  direct  a  portion  of  it  into  this  channel.  Mon- 
ey can  purchase  books,  and  pictures  and  statues ;  and 
money  will  come,  when  votes  are  passed  and  City  officials 
demand  it  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth.  But  mon- 
ey cannot  purchase  that  feeling,  born  of  gratitude  and 
benevolence  and  of  a  thoughtful  and  rightful  appre- 
hension of  the  brotherhood  of  man  and  of  man's  craving 
for  sympathy  and  for  a  good  beyond  the  joys  of  sense, 
which  bids  those  to  whom  Providence  has  been  boun- 
tiful and  who  feel  the  responsibilities  of  the  steward- 
ship to  which  they  have  been  called,  to  send  forth  for 
the  well-being  of  their  fellow-men,  the  rich  streams  of 
their  bounty  directed  and  hallowed  by  elevated  thought 
and  self-forgetting  charity,  to  cheer,  to  refresh,  to  ren- 
ovate, to  bless. 

Let  us  then  multiply  the  evidences  of  this  manly,  this 
Christian  feeling.  Let  the  whole  field  be  made  green 
and  beautiful  by  an  irrigation,  generous  and  bountiful, 
from  those  rich  fountains  of  pecuniary  ability  and  ele- 
vated sentiment  Let  there  be  concentrated  within  the 
walls  of  our  Library  edifice,  a  spot  consecrated,  not 
only  to  moral  and  mental  improvement^  but  to  the  cul- 
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tivation  and  enjoyment  of  a  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and 
devotion  to  the  public  well-being,  many  of  the  treas- 
ures of  literature  and  art,  not  only  diflTusing  around 
the  rich  delights  of  taste,  and  the  valuable  accumula- 
tions of  knowledge,  but  sending  forth  constantly  and 
forcibly,  the  teachings  which  fill  the  mind  with  thoughts 
of  an  enlightened  munificence  and  awaken  within  us 
emotions  of  gratitude  and  good  will. 

The  following  statistics  exhibit  the  operation  of  the 
Library  for  the  past  year.  During  the  year  ending 
March  4th,  there  have  been  taken  from  the  Library 
twenty'three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  books. 

The  number  of  new  cards  issued  during  the  same 
period,  is  seven  hundred  and  twenty-Jive. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  issued  is,  four  thousand 
six  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

Six  hundred  and  eighteen  volumes  have  been  added 
during  the  year,  five  hundred  and  forty-nine  by  pur- 
chase and  sixty-nine  by  donation. 

The][number  of  books  now  out  is  about  twelve  hun- 
dred. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  about  ten 
thousand. 

Books  and  other  publications  have  been  received 
from  the  following  persons : 

Mrs.  Eliza  Wood,  Mrs.  Sarah  Cofiin,  Charles  L 
Flint,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  Hon. 
Charles  Sumner,  Hon.  Robert  B.  Hall,  Hon.  L.  B. 
Comins,  Gen.  Thomas  Lawson,  Doct.  N.  B.  ShurtleflF, 
Farmenius  Parsons,  Esq.,  Abner  J.  Phipps,  Esq.,  Al- 
bert Gilbert,  Esq.,  John  Fisk  Allen,  Esq.,  A.  K.  Whit- 
temore,  Esq.,  Samuel  Rodman,  Esq.,  James  B.  Cong- 
don,  Esq.,  William  Duane,  Esq.,  Charles  Mason,  Com- 
xnissioner  of  Patents,  State  of  New  York,  State  of 
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Rhode  Island,  Connecticut  Historical  Society,  Ports- 
mouth, Va.,  Relief  Association,  Smithsonian  Institute, 
Library  Company,  New  York,  William  Logan  Fisher. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
GEORGE  ROWLAND,  Jr., 

Mayor  of  the  City,  and,  eaj-officiOy 
Pres't  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Abneb  J.  Phipps,  Sec't. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  respectfully 
submit  their  sixth  annual  report. 

This  short  Municipal  term  has  closed  before  we  have 
fairly  entered  upon  active  life  imder  the  new  conditions 
in  which  the  institution  is  placed! 

The  labor  of  removing  the  books,  putting  them  in 
order,  their  proper  arrangement  upon  the  shelves,  and 
the  preparation  of  a  Catalogue,  has  been  a  work  of 
time,  much  more  indeed  than  was  anticipated;  but  this 
could  not  well  have  been  avoided,  as  the  greatest  part 
of  the  labor  must  of  necessity  be  performed  by  the 
Librarian  alone;  but  we  believe  that  no  pains  have 
been  spared  to  accomplidi  aU  these  things  at  the  ear- 
liest moment  consistent  with  the  care  and  accuracy 
desirable. 

Although  the  printing  of  the  Catalogue  has  not  been 
completed,  we  have  thought  it  best  to  open  the  Library 
for  the  use  of  the  public,  using  the  Catalogue  as  far  as 
received,  and  adding  the  remaining  sheets  as  they  come 
from  the  hands  of  the  printer.  This  course  was  prompt- 
ed by  a  desire  to  supply  as  early  as  possible  a  great 
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want  of  the  community — a  want  more  deeply  felt, 
after  having  been  so  well  supplied  with  books  during 
the  preceding  years  of  the  existence  of  this  institution. 

It  has  been  very  gratifying  to  observe  by  the  eager- 
ness displayed  to  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges,  that 
the  desire  for  books  has  not  subsided  among  our  large 
reading  population,  during  the  time  that  they  have 
been  deprived  of  its  gratification. 

During  the  six  years  of  the  existence  of  this  institu- 
tion, we  have  lost  214  volumes,  very  few  of  which  were 
of  much  real  value,  and  can  be  easily  replaced  if  de- 
sirable. 

These  losses  have  been  owing  to  the  want  of  a  Cat- 
alogue, and  the  necessary  exposure  of  the  books  in  the 
room  where  the  Library  was  formerly  located,  and  the 
causes  could  not  have  been  removed  under  the  dis- 
advantages of  that  location;  but  we  believe  there  will 
be  no  such  occurrence  under  the  present  arrangements. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  provide  an  Assistant 
Librarian,  under  the  new  regulations  and  increased 
demand  for  books;  and  we  are  glad  to  say  that  the 
manner  in  which  the  duties  of  both  Librarian  and 
Assistant  are  performed,  is  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Library  has  been  enriched  by  a  generous  donar 
tion  from  the  Hon.  George  Rowland,  Jr.,  the  income 
from  which  has  been  placed  at  our  disposal,  and  is 
intended  for  the  purchase  of  valuable  works  of  science 
of  a  more  expensive  character  than  we  should  feel 
authorized  to  purchase  with  the  money  appropriated 
by  the  Municipal  government  for  the  increase  of 
the  Library.  We  have  anticipated  the  receipts  from 
this  source  in  the  purchases  of  the  past  season.  For 
this  liberal  donation  •  the  thanks  of  the  community  are 
due,  and  we  hope  it  will  not  long  stand  alone  upon  our 
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records,  but  only  as  the  pioneer  of  a  long  array  of 
benefactions  to  the  great  cause  of  public  instruction; 
and  we  earnestly  invite  all  those  who  are  willing  to 
enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  aiding  a  good  cause,  the  fruits 
of  which  they  may  see  in  their  own  day,  to  consider 
the  claims  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  expenditures  for  the  support  of  the  institution 
have  been  rather  larger  than  usual,  as  it  was  thought 
desirable  to  include  as  many  new  books  in  the  Catalogue 
now  being  printed  as  possible.    The  items  are  as  follows : 

For  Books,  91064.64 

•«   Fuel,  •                         90.40 

«  SaUries,  67&00 

<*  Bents,  240.00 

**  Printing,  Staliooery,  &e.,  66.46 


92146.49 

Which  leaves  a  deficit  of  $92,32. 

The  number  of  books  added  the  last  year  is  798. 

The  whole  number  now  belonging  to  the  library  is 
10,612. 

The  number  of  books  issued  from  March  4th  to  May 
9th,  at  which  time  the  Library  was  closed  preparatory 
to  removal,  was  4798. 

The  number  issued  from  November  9th,  at  which 
time  the  new  rooms  were  opened,  to  January  1st,  1858, 
was  4660. 

The  number  of  cards  issued  in  the  same  time  was 
1490. 

Books  and  other  publications  have  been  received 
from  the  following  persons: 

Hon.  George  H.  Dunbar j  Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.; 
Hon.  James  Arnold;  Wells  S.  Baker,  Esq.;  Mrs.  Sarah 
CoflSn;  Professor  Agassiz,  of  Cambridge;  La  Roy  Sun- 
derland, of  Boston;  William  Logan  Fisher,  of  Phila- 
delphia; Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Institute,  of  Danvers; 
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Charles  L.  Flint,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture;  A.  D.  Bache,  Superintendent  of  the  U.  S, 
Coast  Survey;  Hon.  Robert  B.  Hall,  M.  C;  State  of 
Bhode  Island;  D.  T.  Valentine. 

CHARLES  ALMY, 
Secretary  pro  tempore. 


In  Boabd  of  Aldermen,  Jan.  2, 1858. 

Accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  down 
for  concurrence.  g^^^^^  g  ^^^^^^  ^.j^^  ^j^^^ 

In  Common  Council,  Jan.  2, 1858. 
Concurred. 

I  M.  RiCHABDSON,  Clerk. 
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REPORT. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirenvents  of  the  Ordinance  for  its 
estabJighment,  respectfully  submit  to  the  City  Council 
their  Seventh  Annual  Report 

It  does  not  belong  to  Institutions  like  this  to 
experience  remarkable  changes,  and  the  monotonous 
routine  of  its  operations  does  not  enable  the  Trustees 
to  impart  to  their  annual  report  a  variety  of  interest. 
The  reports  of  preceding  years  have  so  forcibly 
presented  the  views  of  the  Board  relative  to  the 
advantages  to  be  realized  from  a  Free  Public  Library 
in  our  city,  and  have  contained  such  full  and  accurate 
statements  of  its  practical  operations,  as  to  render  it 
unnecessary  to  dwell  again  upon  these  aspects  of  it. 

In  its  ordinary  administration  and  action,  very  little 
has  occurred  to  distinguish  the  current  year  from  the 
preceding  years.  From  its  first  establishment  it  has 
been  advancing  with  a  steady  progress,  and  a  sound 
and  healthy  growth,  and  it  is  a  source  of  great  grati- 
fication to  the  Board  that  they  can  again  most  cordially 
commend  it  to  the  fostering  care  of  those  to  whom  are 
committed  its  material  interests. 
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Its  usefulness  has,  year  by  year,  been  extended,  as 
its  advantages  have  been  more  generally  appreciated, 
and  its  present  position  is  such  as  to  attract  to  it  the 
continued  regard  and  the  increased  confidence  of  all 
our  citizens. 

Our  city  has  won  an  honorable  reputation  by  the 
interest  it  manifested  in  at  once  availing  itself  of  the 
authority  given  by  the  Statute  to  establish  a  Free 
Public  Library,  and  by  the  liberal  provision  it  has  thus 
far  made  to  place  it  upon  a  permanent  basis.  We 
may  take  a  reasonable  pride  in  the  beautiful  building 
that  has  been  erected  for  its  accommodation,  and  in 
the  number  and  value  of  the  books  which  the  yearly 
appropriation  of  the  City  Government  has  enabled  the 
Trustees  to  add  to  the  nucleus  which  the  slow  accumu- 
lations of  many  years  had  gathered  under  private 
patronage.  Since  the  transfer  of  the  ^^  Social  Library"  to 
the  city,  the  number  of  its  volumes  has  been  more  than 
doubled,  and  its  benefits,  no  longer  limited  to  a  few 
individuals,  may  now,  greatly  increased,  be  enjoyed  by 
every  household  in  our  city. 

While  all  reasonable  retrenchment  should  be  made, 
and  all  extravagances  avoided,  in  everything  affecting 
the  financial  interests  of  our  city,  it  cannot  be 
questioned  that  true  economy  requires  a  liberal 
provision  for  our  Public  Library,  and  we  trust  it 
will*  ever  be  a  point  of  duty  with  the  City  Council  to 
sustain  in  full  vigor  the  healthy  influences  of  an 
Institution,  whose  benefits  are  so  manifest  and  so 
imiversally  conceded. 

The  sum  appropriated  for  its  ^^maintenance  and 
support"  is  perhaps  all  that  a  somewhat  strict  interpre- 
tation of  the  Statute  would  allow,  however  inadequate 
it  may  seem  to  some  who  are  so  earnestly  desirous  of 
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extending  its  benefits  by  a  more  liberal  expenditure 
for  rendering  more  complete  the  various  departments 
of  the  Library. 

Believing,  as  they  do,  that  the  Statute  authorizing 
the  establishment  of  Free  Public  Libraries  in  any  town 
or  city  of  our  Commonwealth  should  impose  no  such 
restriction,  but  leave  the  amount  to  be  expended  for 
their  support  to  the  discretion  of  those  most  interested, 
the  Trustees  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  City 
Council  the  propriety  of  requesting  the  Legislature  to 
remove  the  restriction  from  our  city,  as  it  has  already 
from  the  city  of  Boston,  and  so  place  this  on  the  same 
footing  with  all  other  matters  requiring  an  appropriation 
of  money. 

It  has  ever  been  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Board 
that  our  Library  should  meet  the  wants  of  all  classes 
among  us;  that  it  should  afford  to  the  inquisitive 
member  of  either  of  the  professions,  to  the  curious  stu- 
dent, the  intelligent  merchant,  mechanic,  or  artist, — in 
short,  to  all  of  every  age  and  of  either  sex,  advantages 
which  would  otherwise  be  entirely  inaccessible  to  them, 
in  the  investigation  of  the  various  subjects  which  inter- 
est them.  The  limited  means  placed  at  their  command 
has  enabled  them  but  partially  to  realize  their  wish  in 
this  respect  A  large  proportion  of  the  amount  yearly 
appropriated  by  the  City  Government  for  the  Library 
must  go  to  meet  the  expenses  indispensable  to  its 
proper  maintenance,  leaving  but  a*  small  balance  to  be 
expended  for  its  necessary  increase.  This  the  Trustees 
have  endeavored  to  expend  as  judiciously  as  possible. 
With  a  portion  of  it  they  have  kept  the  Reading- 
Rooms  supplied  with  the  more  prominent  literary, 
scientific,  educational,  and  theological  periodicals, 
chiefly  of  our  own  country.    They  would  gladly  have 
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added  to  their  list  many  other  periodicals,  in  our  own 
and  foreign  languages,  which  some  of  our  citizens 
would  doubtless  desire  to  have  access  to,  but  to  have 
done  so  with  their  limited  means  would  have  been 
giving  undue  prominence  to  this  department  of 
literature. 

In  the  purchase  of  books  they  have  had  reference 
chiefly  to  the  wants  of  the  greatest  number  of  readers 
in  a  community  like  our  own.  Their  aim  has  been  to 
get  as  many  as  possible  of  all  the  new  publications  of 
general  interest,  and  of  a  suitable  character,  and  so  sup- 
ply the  more  immediate  wants  of  a  Library  established 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  at  large,  and  in  what  way 
they  have  fulfilled  this  delicate  «and  difficult  part  of  the 
duty  assigned  them,  they  would  respectfully  refer  those 
competent  to  judge  to  the  accessions  made  to  the 
catalogue  of  the  Library  since  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  city.  They  have  been  compelled, 
for  the  most  part,  to  avoid  works  whose  great  value  in 
a  Library  they  have  fully  appreciated,  and  which,  with 
surplus  funds,  they  would,  to  a  reasonable  extent, 
eagerly  have  secured.  With  very  few  exceptions  the 
books  we  now  have  are  in  our  own  language.  The 
Lexicons  of  the  ancient,  and  of  some  modern  languages, 
and  a  few  works  of  this  nature  intended  for  occasional 
consultation,  have  been  purchased;  and  the  Trustees 
are  only  waiting  for  the  means,  which  they  hope  some 
of  our  wealthy  and  liberal-minded  citizens  may  be 
disposed,  at  no  distant  time,  to  place  at  their  disposal, 
to  enrich  our  Library  with  very  many  works  in  almost 
every  department  of  knowledge  in  our  own  and  other 
languages,  which  though  less  demanded  are  no  less 
valuable,  and  which  an  Institution  like  ours  should 
possess. 
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The  importance  of  such  an  Institution  in  our  city 
does  not  seem  as  yet  to  be  practically  felt  by  many,  to 
whom  we  have  looked,  though  thus  far  in  vain,  for  some 
substantial  evidence  of  their  interest  in  it.  With  the 
exception  of  the  Hon.  George  Rowland's  generous 
donation  of  his  salary  for  the  two  years  he  held  the 
office  of  Mayor,  the  Library  has  received  from  none  of 
our  citizens  an3rthing  more  than  an  occasional  contri- 
bution of  a  few  books  or  pamphlets,  which,  however, 
have  been  gratefully  received,  and  are  acknowledged 
in  the  yearly  reports.  It  is  hoped  that  other  friends 
to  the  Library  will  thoughtfully  consider  its  interests, 
and  that  many  who  have  books  in  their  houses,  which 
have  lost  their  interest  to  their  own  families,  will  cheer- 
fully place  them  where  their  usefulness  may  be  renewed, 
and  their  value  be  appreciated.  It  may  be  that  in  some 
families  there  are  books,  —  perhaps  rare  and  curious 
ones,  —  the  mementos  of  former  generations,  which  to 
a  public  Institution  would  be  valuable  acquisitions,  and 
yet  are  lightly  esteemed  by  their  present  owners.  Are 
there  not,  too,  some  in  our  highly  prospered  city,  who, 
preferring  to  be  their  own  executors,  and  to  enjoy  the 
exquisite  pleasure  of  doing  good  which  may  be  wit- 
nessed in  their  own  life-time,  will,  by  an  appropriation 
to  the  purposes  of  the  Library  of  a  small  portion  of 
the  abundant  means  with  which  a  kind  Providence  has 
blessed  them,  identify  their  names  with  this  Institution, 
and  secure  a  place  in  the  grateful  remembrance  of 
future  generations? 

The  Trustees  regret  that  the  standard  of  the  reading 
community,  so  far  as  is  indicated  by  the  character  of 
the  books  taken  from  the  Library,  has  not  become  much 
elevated.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  books  in  most 
constant  demand,  belongs  to  the  department  of  light 
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literature.  They  have,  however,  in  their  additions  to 
this  department,  aimed  to  make  such  a  selection  as 
would  tend  to  create  a  habit  of  reading  where  it  did 
not  before  exist,  hoping  that  such  a  habit  once  formed, 
would  lead  its  possessors  to  seek  works  of  a  higher  and 
more  permanent  value.  They  could  wish  that  the 
young  especially,  might  realize  that  life  is  too  real,  too 
earnest,  too  full  of  interesting  and  momentous  realities, 
for  them  to  waste  the  season  of  youth, — their  seed-time 
of  life,  —  in  desultory  reading  having  no  definite  aim 
but  present  amusement,  and  in  looking  at  objects  through 
the  highly-colored  and  deceptive  medium  of  fiction. 
They  would  express  the  earnest  hope  that  parents  and 
guardians  will  exercise  a  watchful  supervision  in  this 
matter,  over  those  who  are  allowed,  through  them,  to 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  Library. 

Since  the  last  report,  the  Catalogue  which  had  been 
for  some  time  in  preparation,  has  been  completed,  and 
made  accessible  to  all.  Few  are  aware  of  the  great 
labor  of  preparing  a  really  serviceable  Catalogue,  and 
the  fidelity  with  which  the  Librarian  has  executed  this 
part  of  the  duty  assigned  him  furnishes  another  evi- 
dence of  his  eminent  fitness  for  the  positiopi  he  has  so 
acceptably  filled  since  the  establishment  of  the  Library. 
The  Board  feel  that  they  have  been  peculiarly  fortunate 
in  securing  the  services  of  one  whose  habits  and  tastes 
have  fitted  him  so  admirably  for  the  duties  devolved 
upon  him.  The  Catalogue  is  so  arranged  that  even  a 
child  may  readily  fijid  whether  any  book  belongs  to  the 
Library,  if  he  knows  either  its  subject,  author,  or  title. 
Several  copies  of  this  are  always  to  be  found  upon  the 
tables  of  the  Library  and  Reading-Booms,  thus  afibrding 
to  every  one  who  visits  the  Library  the  means  of  know- 
ing its  contents.    It  was  supposed  by  the  Trustees  that 
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almost  every  family  in  the  city,  any  of  whose  members 
enjoyed  the  privileges  of  the  library,  would  feel  a  work 
of  this  kind  to  be  indispensable  to  its  profitable  use ; 
and  to  meet  this  want,  and  the  circumstances  of  all,  they 
caused  a  large  number  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  bound 
in  a  variety  of  ways,  proportioning  the  price  accord- 
ingly. It  has  now  been  more  than  six  months  since  the 
Catalogues  were  ready  for  use,  and  less  than  fifty  copies 
have  thus  far  been  disposed  of  by  the  Librarian. 

It  is  with  some  degree  of  satisfaction  that  the 
Trustees  can  speak  of  the  good  order,  quiet,  and  pro- 
priety, which  have,  with  rare  exceptions,  been  observed 
by  the  numerous  visitors  to  the  Library.  They  think, 
too,  that  in  general  the  books  circulated  have  been 
injured  no  more  than  should  reasonably  be  expected, 
considering  the  frequency  with  which  many  of  them 
are  exchanged,  and  that  the  previous  experience  of 
many  who  use  them,  has  not  been  such  as  to  lead  them 
to  attach  a  proper  value  to  the  books  so  freely  placed 
at  their  disposal.  Some  of  the  books,  however,  exhibit 
evidence  of  careless  or  wilful  mutilation,  which  in  all 
cases  of  detection  renders  the  taker  accountable  for  the 
full  value  of  the  book,  and  liable  to  be  deprived  hence- 
forth of  the  privileges  of  the  Library. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Reading-Room  is  so 
situated  as  not  to  be  more  directly  under  the  watchful 
eye  of  the  Librarian.  As  it  is,  any  one  can  pass  in  and 
out  at  all  hours  when  the  rooms  are  accessible  to  the 
public,  and  an  imprincipled  person  can  easily  mutilate 
or  purloin  any  of  the  periodicals,  with  comparatively 
little  prospect  of  detection  by  those  connected  with  the 
Library.  There  have  been  a  few  cases  of  this  gross  and 
ungenerous  abuse  of  the  privileges  here  so  freely 
afforded.    The  Board  have  a  right  to  expect  that  those 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10  CITY  DOCUMENT  No.  6.        January, 

who  enjoy  **  without  money  and  without  price,"  advan- 
tages hitherto  inaccessible  to  them,  will  comply  with 
the  few  necessary  regulations,  for  the  due  observance 
of  which  they  have  with  their  own  signatures  pledged 
their  integrity.  Should  the  Trustees  be  compelled  to 
resort  to  stringent  measures  of  detection,  and  to  a  public 
exposure  of  any  whose  moral  sense  is  so  blunted  as  to 
allow  of  their  offending  thus  in  the  fiiture,  they  would 
feel  that  the  offence  would  be  a  sufficient  justification 
of  their  action. 

The  wliole  number  of  books  taken  during  Uie  yeur  li  24,218 

Daily  aTertge,  78 

The  number  of  cards  issued  b  2,700 

The  nunber  of  books  belonging  to  the  Llbraiy  is  12,000 

The  Trustees  would  submit  the  following  statement 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  this  department 
since  the  commencement  of  the  financial  year  in  April 
last. 

Amount  appropriated  bv  the  City  Covnell,  $2,600.00 

Books,  binding,  stotionery,  &o.,  $497.88 

Salaries  of  Librarian  and  Assistant,  960.00 

Making  of  fires  and  {^leaning  of  xoems,  128.67 

Misoellaneous  bills,  141.86 

BahiBoe  of  last  year,— the  Trutees  haTing  aatl- 
oipated  this  year's  appropriation,  702.85 

2,416^ 


LeaThig  to  the  eredit  of  the  Kbrwy,  $88.74 

ReoeiTed  from  the  George  HowhMd  Jr.  Fund,  $94.00 

Expended  fbr  books,  74.60 

Learing  a  balanoe  of  $19.60 

They  would  also  submit  the  following,  as  the  probable 
expenses  in  ^maintaining"  the  Library  during  the 
ensuing  year,  in  which  is  included  nothing  for  its 
^  increase." 

For  salaries  of  Ubrariaa  and  Asristsat,  fl,200 

Making  of  fires  and  oars  of  building,  100 

Cleaning  of  rooms,  60 

Fuel  $126,  gas  $200,  826 

Contingencies  (re-binding  of  books,  fto.,)  76 

$1^760 
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The  Trustees  would  acknowledge  their  obligations 
to  the  following  individuals  and  associations,  for  the 
donation  of  books  and  pamphlets  received  since  the  last 
report. 


Allen,  Mrt.  Blary  Congdon, 

Ambent  CoU^ge, 

Bache,  A.  D.. 

Boston,  Citj  of, 

Boston  Pablic  Library,  Tnutees  of, 

Bowditoh,  N.  I., 

Backingham,  Wm.  A.,  Got.  of  Conn., 

Clifibrd,  J.  H., 

Co£5n,  Mrs.  Sarab, 

Congdon,  Jas.  B., 

Connecticnt  Historical  Society, 

Cnmmings,  A.  J., 

Dawes,  ^omas, 

Dunbar,  George  H., 

Earle,  Pliny, 

Fisber,  Wm.  Logan, 

Flint,  Cbarles  L., 

Greene,  Tbomas  A., 

Hall,  Bobert  B.,  M.  C,  (CongreiBioiuil  Doonments,) 

Harvard  Coll^, 

Holt,  J.,  CommisBloner  of  Patents, 

How,  Moses,  (firom  tbe  Bethel,) 

Meobanios'  and  Tradesmen's  Society,  N.  T., 

Morgan,  S.  Griffitts, 

New  York  State  Library, 

Peabody  Institnte,  Danyers, 

Pbiladelpbia  Mercantile  Library  Company, 

Phipps,  Abner  J., 

Pitman,  Robert  C, 

Providence  Atbenssam, 

Publishers  of  "Joamal  of  Insanity,*' 

Rodman,  Benjamin, 

State  of  Maasaohnsetts,  through  the  Secretary, 

State  of  New  York, 

State  of  Rhode  Island, 

Sumner,  Charles, 

Superintendent  of  Biass.  School  ibr  Idiotic  Youth, 

Taber,  William  C, 

Whittemore,  A.  E., 

Wilson,  Henry, 

Young  Men's  Association,  BuiSUo, 

Young  Men's  Society,  Detroit, 

Yale  College, 


Bonnd. 
21 

1 
1 
1 

1 

2 
29 
14 

8 

1 


1 

1 
116 
6 
6 
9 

6 

8- 


Unbound. 
46 


Pamphlets. 


18 
8 

1 
12 

18 

1 
8 


Numerous. 
1 
2 
2 
1 

1 

1 
1 


2 
1 
6 

1 
2 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
By  order  of  the  Board, 

GEO.  H.  DUNBAR, 

Mayor  and  Ex- Officio  President 
Abner  J.  Phipps,  Secretary. 

New  BxDFOED,  Deo.  27, 1868. 
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In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Jan.  1, 1859. 

Accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  down 
for  concurrence. 

Sanford  S.  Horton,  CUy  Clerk. 

In  Common  Council,  Jan.  1, 1859. 
Concurred. 

I.  M.  Richardson,  Clerk. 
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Fbss  Public  Libbaxt,  ^ 
December  80th,  1859.    ) 

To  the  CUy  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Trustees,  I  haye  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  their  Eighth  Annual  Report,  prepared  in 
obedience  to  the  requirement  of  the  Ordinance  providing  for  the 
establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Public  Library. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  serrant, 

ABNER  J.  PHIPPS, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Truetees. 


Ik  Boabd  of  Aldsbmek,  December  81st,  1859. 
Accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  down  for  concur- 
rence. 

SANFORD  S.  HORTON,  City  Clerk. 


Ik  Commok  Cottkcii.,  Dec.  81,  1859. 
Concurred. 

I.  M.  RICHARDSON,  Clerk.> 
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It  is  one  of  the  requirements  of  the  Ordinance  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  that  the  Trustees 
shall,  at  the  close  of  each  municipal  year,  submit  to  the  City 
Council  a  Report  of  its  operations  during  the  year,  and  of 
its  present  condition. 

In  obedience  to  this  requirement  the  Trustees  respectftdly 
submit  their  eighth  annual 


REPORT. 

It  gives  them  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  the 
anticipated  advantages  of  such  an  Institution  among  us  are 
as  fully  realized  from  year  to  year  as  could  realbnably  be 
expected,  and  that  &om  its  establishment  to  the  present  time 
its  healthy  growth  and  steady  progress  have  been  highly 
gratifying  to  those  most  conversant  with  its  operations,  and 
who  are  best  able  to  judge  of  its  results. 

The  number  of  books  taken  from  the  Library  during  the 
year  is  25,224.  The  daily  average  has  been  82,  which  is  a 
little  more  than  12  per  cent  increase  upon  the  average  of 
last  year.  The  whole  number  of  cards  issued  is  3415,  of 
which  715  have  been  issued  this  year.  The  Librarian  fur- 
nishes no  data  by  which  the  ratio  of  books  taken  from  the 
dififerent  departments  of  literature  can  be  determined,  but  it 
is  an  unquestioned  fact  that  in  this,  as  in  other  communities 
where  similar  Institutions  have  been  established,  the  books 
in  most  constant  demand  are  in  inverse  ratio  to  their  intrin- 
sic merit.  Doubtless  the  number  of  volumes  taken,  and  the 
number  of  takers,  would  be  greatly  increased,  if  the  Trustees 
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could,  consistently  with  their  limited  means,  multiply  copies 
of  popular  novels,  or  cater  for  the  particular  class  of  readers 
whose  morbid  appetite  can  only  be  satisfied  with  books 
possessing  only  an  ephemeral  interest.  A  considerable 
proportion  of  the  takers  are  young  persons  who  are  either 
still  at  school,  or  have  recently  finished  their  school  educa- 
tion, and  it  is  from  the  good  effect,  in  course  of  time,  upon 
such,  that  some  of  the  best  fruits  of  a  Public  Library  may 
be  expected.  It  has  been  well  said,  that  "  the  library  is  the 
necessary  complement  of  the  school ; — that,  to  teach  children 
to  read,  and  then  give  them  nothing  to  supply  the  desire 
awakened,  is  mockery;  —  that,  it  is  reading,  rather  than 
school-training,  which  has  produced  the  general  intelligence 
of  the  American  people."  A  sound  and  healthy  taste  for 
reading,  however,  depends  very  much  upon  proper  school- 
training,  and  it  should  be  the  great  aim  of  our  educators  to 
impart  such  a  thorough  mental  training  as  shall  enable  their 
pupils  to  turn  to  the  best  account  the  advantages  which  a 
Public  Library  presents  to  them ;  to  create  a  properly  dis- 
criminating mental  appetite,  to  which  the  light  and  frivolous 
reading,  now  so  much  in  demand,  would  prove  nauseous,  just 
as  the  preparations  of  the  confectioner  are  loathed  by  the 
healthy  appetite  for  food.  Give  to  the  young  such  a  taste, 
and  the  means  for  gratifying  it,  and  it  will  prove  a  source  of 
incalculable  good,  whatever  their  condition  and  circumstances 
in  after  life  may  be. 

The  number  of  books  belonging  to  the  Library  is  13,500, 
which  is  1500  more  than  at  the  close  of  last  year.  The 
yearly  addition  to  it  since  it  became  the  property  of  the  City 
has  averaged  about  1000  volumes.  The  books  obtained  by 
purchase  have  been  selected  with  much  carefulness,  and  with 
due  regard  to  the  wants  of  all.  The  desire  and  aim  of  the 
Trustees  has  been  to  make  it  a  Library  for  all  classes,  and 
to  secure  the  best  books  which  their  means  would  enable 
them  to,  on  every  subject  of  human  inquiry.  The  true  use- 
fulness and  enduring  prosperity  of  such  a  Library  would  be 
jeoparded  by  adopting  any  other  principle  of  action.  The 
most  recent  works  in  the  departments  of  Fiction,  History, 
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Science,  Belleslettres,  Poetry  <fec.  have  been  obtained,  so  far 
as  was  practicable,  and  all  the  departments  of  the  Library 
have  received  a  due  degree  of  attention,  and  additions  have 
been  made  to  each  and  all  of  them.  An  examination  of  the 
Theological  department,  —  to  which  additions  have  been 
rather  sparingly  made,  —  will  show  that. the  Trustees  have 
been  governed  by  a  truly  catholic  spirit.  Here  the  disciples 
of  Pox  wiU  find  the  "Apology  "  for  their  faith,  churchmen 
will  find  advocates  for  the  apostolic  succession,  the  descend- 
ants of  the  Puritans,  whether  of  the  old,  or  new,  and  so 
called  "liberal"  school,  will  find  their  Stuarts,  and  their 
Channings,  peacefully  reclining  side  by  side,  while  the  Meth- 
odists, Baptists,  Universalists,  and  all,  of  every  name,  will 
find  some  exponent  of  their  peculiar  views. 

About  700  volumes  have  been  donated  to  the  Library 
during  the  year.  Nearly  600  of  these  are  Congressional  and 
similar  publications, — many  of  them  duplicates, —  presented 
by  the  Hon.  J.  Grinnell,  and  the  Hon.  T.  D.  Eliot.  During 
the  year  one  of  the  small  rooms  in  the  third  story  of  the 
Library  Building  has  been  fitted  up  with  shelves  for  the 
especial  accommodation  of  works  of  this  nature,  which, 
though  seldom  called  for,  are  of  great  value  to  a  Public 
Library,  and  should  be  rendered  accessible  to  any  who  may 
wish  to  consult  them. 

And  in  this  connection  the  Trustees  would  acknowledge 
their  obligations  to  the  Hon.  Robert  B.  Hall,  for  having 
elected  this  Library  as  the  recipient  of  the  Documentary 
matter  published  by  Congress  while  he  was  the  Represent- 
ative of  this  District, — which  election,  by  a  vote  of  Congress, 
will  also  secure  to  our  Library  in  the  future  all  similar  pub- 
lications. These  volumes  are  uniformly  bound,  many  of  them 
are  embellished  with  numerous  and  costly  illustrations,  and 
they  are  all  very  desirable  accessions.  The  duplicate 
volumes  which'  have  frequently  been  sent  with  these  have 
heretofore,  by  Mr.  Hall's  direction,  been  sent  to  the  Nan- 
tucket Athenaeum.  Hereafter  they  are  subject  to  the  orders 
of  the  "  Department  of  the  Interior,"  but  we  trust  they  may 
still  be  sent  to  our  island  friends. 
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A  recent  examination  of  the  Library  shows  the  gratifying 
fact  th*at  only  a  few  books  are  missing  which  cannot  be  sat- 
isfactorily accounted  for,  and  without  doubt  several  of  these 
will  be  returned.  The  very  small  number  that  may  prove 
to  be  irrecoverably  lost  are  of  trifling  value.  A  much  larger 
number  was  lost  each  year  before  the  present  system  was 
adopted  of  excluding  the  "  takers  "  of  books  from  access  to 
the  shelves,  and  this  significant  fact  would  alone  be  sufl&cient, 
were  there  not  other  important  reasons,  for  resorting  to  such 
a  measure,  notwithstanding  the  objections  which  are  some- 
times urged  against  it. 

In  consequence  of  the  imminent  danger  to  which  the 
Library  Building  was  exposed  at  the  time  of  the  fire  which 
destroyed  so  many  buildings  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  very 
many  of  the  books  were  removed,  but  none  were  injured,  and 
but  a  single  one  was  lost.  Not  unlikely,  this  may  yet  be 
found,  misplaced,  upon  the  shelves. 

Many  of  the  books,  especially  those  of  a  more  popular 
kind,  and  most  frequently  taken,  give  unmistakable  evidence 
of  the  service  they  have  rendered.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  books  of  this  character  are  not  more  substantially  bound. 
As  it  is,  not  unfrequently  a  book,  after  being  taken  a  few 
tinjes,  has  to  be  rebound,  or  from  the  loss  of  a  portion  of  it 
to  be  condemned.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  books,  in 
frequent  demand,  will  with  even  reasonable  carefulness  be 
subjected  to  damage,  and  at  length  become  unfit  for  further 
use.  But  the  Trustees  regret  to  say  that  in  many  cases  the 
books  are  not  used  with  the  careftdness  they  have  a  right  to 
expect  from  those  to  whom  the  privileges  of  the  Library  are 
so  freely  accorded.  Many  of  the  books  are  soiled,  and  occa- 
sionally the  vulgar  mind  betrays  itself  by  the  practice  alluded 
to  in  former  reports,  of  scribbling  upon  the  margins  and 
blank  leaves. 

The  Reading  Room  has  continued  to  be  a  place  of  frequent 
resort  for  citizens  and  strangers.  Our  list  of  Periodicals  is 
necessarily  quite  limited.  It  is  very  desirable  to  add  to 
those  now  taken  some,  at  least,  of  the  scientific  and  literary 
periodicals  of  Europe,  as  well  as  others  of  our  own  country. 
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The  inadeqwcy  of  the  sum  that  the  Trustees  feel  at  liberty 
to  appropriate  to  this  purpose  now  prevents  this. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  periodicals  to  be  found  in  the 
Library : 

Americto  Almaaac.    Yearly.  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute. 
American    Journal    of    Education.        Monthly. 

Quarterly.  Knickerbocker.    Monthly. 

American       Publiahers'      Circular.  LitteU's  Living  Age.    Weekly. 

Weekly.  London  Quarterly  Reyiew. 

Annual  of  Scientific  Biscoyery.  Merchants'  Magazine.    Monthly. 

Atlantic  Monthly.  Methodist  Quarterly  Review. 

Bibliotheca  Sacra.    Quarterly.  New  Englander.    Quarterly. 

Blackwood's  Magazine.    Monthly.  New  England  Genealogical  Register. 
Christian  Examiner.    Bimonthly.  Quarterly. 

Christian  Review.    Quarterly.  North  American  Review.   Quarterly. 

Church  Review.    Quarterly.  North  British  Review.    Quarterly. 

Edinbur^  Review.    Quarterly.  Silliman's  Journal  of  Science.     Bi- 
Friends'Review.    Weekly.  monthly. 

Geographical  Journal.    Monthly.  TJniversalist  Quarterly. 

Historical  Magazine.    Monthly.  Westminster  Review.    Quarterly. 

It  may  be  that  there  are  in  our  community  some  who  re- 
ceive other  periodicals  than  those  above  mentioned,  domestic 
or  foreign,  which  after  their  own  perusal  they  do  not  care 
about  preserving.  If  such  persons  would  transfer  them  to 
the  Library,  it  would  be  a  most  acceptable  service. 

The  Trustees  would  again  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and 
fidelity  of  the  Librarian  and  his  Assistant,  who  have  dis- 
charged the  duties  devolved  upon  them  in  a  manner  highly 
satisfactory  to  the  Board,  and  as  they  have  reason  to  believe 
to  the  community  at  large. 

Very  soon  after  our  last  annual  Report,  the  Legislature 
so  modified  the  Statute  authorizing  the  establishment  of 
Free  Public  Libraries  in  our  Commonwealth,  as  to  permit 
the  annual  appropriation  of  fifty  cents,  instead  of  twenty-five, 
for  every  ratable  poll,  for  the  "  maintenance  and  support " 
of  Public  Libraries.  Our  City  Council,  with  a  due  apprecia- 
tion of  the  interests  to  be  subserved  by  such  an  Institution, 
at  once  availed  itself  ^f  the  permission  thus  granted,  and 
made  as  large  an  appropriation  as  the  restriction  of  the 
Statute  would  allow.  A  very  considerable  portion  of  the 
sum  annually  appropriated  for  the  Library  must  be  used  to 
meet  the  expenses  indispensable  to  its  proper  maintenance, 
leaving  but  a  small  amount  for  its  increase. 
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In  this  connection  the  Trustees  present  a  brief  statement 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  this  department  since  the 
commencement  of  the  financial  year  in  April  last.  It  has 
been  their  desire,  as  in  previous  years,  not  to  exceed  the 
amount  appropriated,  and  the  balance  now  remaining  to  their 
credit  is  regarded  as  sufficient  to  meet  the  anticipated  ex- 
penses of  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year. 

Balance  from  last  year,  $.48 

Amount  appropriated,  2,500.00 

$2,600,48 

Salary  of  Librarian,  for  9  months,  $750.00 

Salary  of  Aasistant,  for  the  year,  200.00 

Making  of  fires  &c.,  for  the  year,  175.00 

Coal,  $176.68 ;  charcoal,  39.10 :  216.78 

Gas,  115.36 

Books,  periodicals,  binding  &c.,  641.92 

Miscellimeous  biUs,  55.59 


2,158.65 


Leading  to  the  credit  of  the  Library  $346.88 

GEORGE  HOWLAKD  Jr.  FUND. 

Balance  from  last  year,  $19.50 

Received  on  coupons  96.00 

$115.50 

Which  remains  unexpended. 

The  Trustees  would  acknowledge  their  obligations  to  the 
following  individuals  and  associations,  for  the  donation  of 
books  and  pamphlets  received  since  the  last  Report : 

Volnmes.  PamphleCs. 

Boond.    Unbound. 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  2 

Bache,  A.  D.,  Supt.  of  XJ.  S.  Coast  Surrey,  1 

Boltwood,  L.  M.,  Amherst  College  Library,  2 

Boston  Public  Library,  1  4 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  6  2 

Brookline  Public  Library,  I 

Butler,  Bey.  J.  D.,  2  43 

City  of  Cleyeland,  Ohio,  1 

Clark,  Nathaniel,  of  Plymouth,  9 

Coffin,  William,  50  15 

Dunbar,  George  H.,  1 

Eliot,  Thomas  D.,  VCongresaional  documents,)    96  23 

Goodwin,  William  I".,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,         •  11 

Green,  Thomas  A.,  1 

GrinneU,  Joseph,    (Congressional  documents,)  490         152  500 

HaU,  Bobert  B.,  M.  C,  6 

Hammond,  Calyin,  1 

How,  William  S.  G.,  14 

Knowles,  Thomas  H.,  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Brool^m,  1 

Meroantile  Library  Assodatian,  New  York,  1 
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VolnxncB.  PamphletB. 

Bound.    Unbound. 

Mercantile  Library  AjBsociatiQn,  Philadelphia,  1 

Merrill,  Edward  B.,  8                              30 

New  York  State  library,  1                               1 

Northend,  Charles,  S                             2d 

Norton,  Charles  B.,  of  New  York,  1 

Nye,  Mrs.  William  C,  3 

Ohio  Mechanics'  Institute,  1 

Peabody  Institute,  Danyers,  1 

PhUbrick,  J.  D.,  1 

Phipps,  Abner  J.,  3 

Poole,  William  P.,  of  Boston,  3 

Regents  of  the  University  of  New  York,  2                               3 

Rodman,  William  Logan,  69 

Shearman,  Mrs.  Hepsa,  2 

Smithsonian  Institute,  1 

Statfr  of  Massachusetts,  through  Sec.  of  State,  3 

State  of  Mass.,  thro'  the  Librarian  of  State  Lib.,  1                              46 
Taber,  William  C,                          26  numbers -of  the  New  Bedford  Medley. 
United  States,                                                        47 

Willey,  H.,  1                               3 

Williams,  J.  R.,  I 

Wilson,  Henry,  2 

Yale  College,  2 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffiilo,  1 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Lib.  Assoc,  Pittsfield,  2 

Young  Men's  Society,  Detroit,  1 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

WILLARD  NYE, 
Mayor,  and  ex-officio  President. 
V/Abner  J.  Phipps,  Secretary. 
Nxw  Bedfobb,  December  80,  1869. 
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Pebb  Public  Library,  > 
January  4th,  1861.      J 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Trustees,  I  herewith 
transmit  to  you  their  Ninth  Annual  Report,  "  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Library  during  the  year"  1860,  "and  of  its 
present  condition."  Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ABNER  J.  PHIPPS, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 


In  Board  of  Aldermbn,  Jan.  5th,  1861. 
Accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  down  for  concur-^ 
'®^^®-  SANFORD  S.  HORTON,  City  Clerk. 

In  Common  Coitncil,  Jan.  5th,  1861. 
Concurred. 

I.  M.  RICHARDSON,  Cl&rk. 
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REPORT. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  Ijie  Ordinance  for  its  establishment, 
respectfully  present  their  Ninth  Annual  Report  "of  its 
operations  during  the  year,  and  of  its  present  condition." 

There  have  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the  year 
about  1500  volumes,  and  434  pamphlets.  Of  the  former, 
352  were  donated,  and  the  remainder  were  purchased.  The 
pamphlets  were  all  donated.  The  periodicals  of  1859  have, 
as  usual,  been  bound  into  volumes,  and  are  included  in  the 
whole  number  given  above.  This  increase  is  about  the  same 
in  general  average  as  in  preceding  years,  and  makes  the 
entire  number  of  books  in  the  Library  about  15,000  volumes. 
The  character  of  the  additions  made  by  purchase  is  deserv- 
ing of  consideration.  While  the  Trustees  have  felt  the  im- 
portance and  necessity  of  providing, — with  due  discrimina- 
tion,— for  the  wants  of  a  very  numerous  class  of  readers  in 
our  community,  who  from  a  lack  of  intellectual  culture,  and 
of  a  refined  literary  taste,  must  have  works  of  a  lighter  and 
more  ephemeral  character,  or  else  forego  the  advantages  of 
such  an  institution,  yet  they  have  considered  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  additions  should 
be  standard  works,  of  unquestioned  merit,  in  every  depart- 
ment of  literature  and  science.  They  believe  that  few,  if 
any,  libraries  of  so  popular  a  character,  intended  not  only 
for  the  educated,  and  more  intelligent,  but  for  all  classes 
indiscrimiiiately,  can  show  a  larger  proportion  of  permanent^ 
joA  really  valuable  workS)  embodying  tiie  recmlts  of  the  most 
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recent  scientific  experiments  and  investigations,  as  well  as 
those  of  former  periods.  They  by  no  means  claim  that  in 
so  small  a  library  as  this,  ail  the  best  works  in  the  various 
departments  of  a  well  appointed  library  are  to  be  found 
upon  its  shelves,  but  only  that  they  have  sought  to  make 
such  a  judicious  expenditure  of  the  comparatively  small  sum 
at  their  disposal  for  the  increase  of  the  library,  as  should 
secure  for  it  the  greatest  number  possible  of  such  works. 

Many  books,  particularly  those  of  the  class  above  spoken 
of  as  most  in  demand,  in  consequence  of  the  cheap  and 
insecure  manner  in  which  the  publishers  send  them  forth,  and 
the  rough  usage  to  which  in  many  cases  they  are  subjected, 
soon  need  to  be  repaired  or  rebomd,  and  often  are  entirely 
condemned  as  unfit  for  further  use.  While  in  a  majority  of 
cases  the  takers  of  books  from  the  library  seem  to  use  them 
as  carefully  as,  all  things  considered,  could  be  expected,  still 
the  Trustees,  from  the  occasional  exceptions,  feel  constrained 
to  enjoin  upon  all  a  still  greater  degree  of  carefdness  in 
using  the  books  and  periodicals,  so  that  as  small  a  sum  as 
possible  may  be  required  to  meet  the  expenses  incident  to 
an  improper  use  of  them. 

An  examination  of  the  library  shows  its  present  condition 
to  be  alike  creditable  to  the  numerous  takers  of  books,  and 
to  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  of  its  appointed  custodian. 

The  whole  number  of  books  deliyered  during  the  year  haa  been  27|356 

Daily  average,  89 

Whole  number  of  cards  issued,  4,079 

Number  of  cards  issued  during  the  year,  664 

Number  of  books  belonging  to  the  Library,  15,000 


From  recent  reports  it  appears  that  there  are  more  than  a 
million  free  white  persons  in  the  United  States,  over  twenty 
years  of  age,  who  are  unable  to  read  and  write.  With  such  a 
fact  before  us,  in  a  country  of  unprecedented  and  ever  acceler- 
ated growth,  in  which  freedom  of  suffrage,  on  which  rests  the 
stability  or  downfall  of  all  our  most  cherished  institntions,  is 
granted  to  all  men,  too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached 
to  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  such  means  for 
encouraging  mental  culture^  and  the  growtii  of  intelligently 
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reflection,  as  are  presented  by  free  public  libraries.  It  is  a 
gratifying  fact,  and  fall  of  hope  for  the  future,  that  since  the 
establishment  of  this  library,  very  many  others  of  a  similar 
character  have  gone  into  successful  operation  not  only  in  our 
own  State,  but  also  in  many  other  parts  of  our  country,  and 
the  time  we  trust  is  not  far  distant  when  the  advantages  of 
these  purely  literary,  yet  strictly  popular  institutions,  shall 
be  enjoyed  in  every  city,  town,  and  village  of  our  widely 
extended  country.  The  beneficial  results  of  such  an  insti- 
tution in  our  own  commimity,  though  silent  and  unseen,  we 
believe  to  be  incalculable,  and  with  the  utmost  confidence  in 
its  ever  increasing  agency  for  good,  the  Trustees  commend 
it  to  the  continued  fostering  care,  and  liberal  support  of 
those  to  whom  have  been  confided  the  moral  and  intellectual, 
as  well  as  the  more  material  interests  of  our  prosperous  city. 
The  receipts  and  expenses  for  the  municipal  year  have 
been  as  follows : 

Balance  from  last  year,  f  1 1 .42 

Amount  appropriated,  2,600.00 


f2,611.42 

Salary  of  Librarian,  for  9  months. 

f750.00 

Salary  of  Assistant,  for  the  year, 

200.00 

Making  of  fires,  &c.,  for  the  year. 

176.00 

Coal,  (G.  &  R.  H.  Tabcr,) 

140.44 

Gas, 

121.20 

Books,  periodicals,  binding,  &c.. 

798.74 

Miscellaneous  biUs, 

48.60 

2,233.98 

LeaTing  a  balance  of  f  277.44 

which  will  be  adequate  to  meet  the  anticipated  expenses  of 
the  Library  for  the  remaining  three  months  of  the  financial 
year. 

QBORQB  HOWLAND  Jb.  FUND. 

Balance  from  last  year,  $116.60 

ReceiYed  on  coupons,  96.00 

f211.60 
Expended  for  books,  168.00 

LeaTing  a  balance  of  $63.60 

Donations  have  been  received  during  the  year  from  the 
following  individuals  and  associations,  for  which  the  Trustees 
would  return  their  grateful  acknowledgments. 
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Bound.  UnboQxuL  Pamphlets. 

Allen,  Mrs.  Mary  Congdon,  1 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  2 

American  Philosophical  Society,  1               2 
fiache,  A.  D.,  Superintendent  of  U.  S.  Coast  Surrey,    1 
Buckingham,  William  A.,  Goyemor  of  Connecticut,      2 

Carey,  Henry  C,  4 

Chamberlin,  Sabin  P.,  2          1 

City  of  Providence,  1 

Congdon,  James  B.,  82                        22 

Connecticut  Historical  Society,  1                         1 

Eliot,  Thomas  D.,          (Congressional  documents,)      6^  1 

Foster,  Isaiah  D.,  2 

Goodwin,  William  F.,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  25 

Greene,  Thomas  A.,  ^           2 

Heard,  Jared  M.,  '           1 

Hervey,  E.  Williams,  1 

Horr,  John  £.,  1 

Howland,  George,  Jr.,  1 

Hubbard,  Prof.  O.  P.,  1 

Kempton,  Mrs.  Mary  T«,  38 

Knowles,  Thomas  H.,  3 

Library  Com.  of  the  Overseers  of  Harvard  College,  1 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  1 

Mandell,  Thomas,  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Brooklyn,  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York,  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  PhiUdelphia,  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  San  Francisco,  '            2 

Montague,  William  H.,  of  Boston,  1 

New  Hampshire  Asyliun  for  the  Insane,  1 

New  York  State  Library,  1 

Page,  J.  H.  W.,  1 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass.,  1 

Phipps,  Abner  J.,  10                           3 

Providence  Athenaeum,  2 

Public  Library,  Newburyport,  1 

Ricketson,  Daniel,  5 

Sibley,  J.  L.,  1 

Smithsonian  Institution,  5 

Spare,  Dr.  John,  8 

State  of  Massachusetts,  1 

State  of  R.  I.,  through  J.  R.  Bartlett,  Sec.  of  State,      1  1 

Taber,  Abraham,  1              12 

Taber,  William  C,  Jr.,  1 

Thomson,  J.  H.,  1 

Trustees  of  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton,  1 

Tuttle,  Mrs.  E.  Arnold,  124                       829 

Wilmington  Institute,  Delaware,  1 

Wilson,  Henry,  M.  C,  4 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Assoc,  Pittsburg,  1 

Young  Men's  Society,  Detroit,  1 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

ISAAC  C.  TABER, 
Mayor,  and  ex-afflcio  Prendent. 
Abneb  J.  Phipps,  Secretary* 

Nbw  Bedford,  January  4th,  1861* 
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REPORT. 


By  the  5th  section  of  the  Ordinance  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library  it  is 
provided,  that  ^^  the  Trustees  shall  annually  in  the  month 
of  December,  lay  before  the  City  Council  a  detailed  re- 
port of  their  doings  and  the  condition  of  the  library.** 

In  accordance  with  this  provision  the  Trustees  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  present  to  the  City  Council  the 
Tenth  Annual  Report 

The  number  of  volumes  now  belonging  to  the  library 
is  fifteen  thousand  five  hundred. 

Five  hundred  volumes  have  been  added  the  past  year, 
and  about  three  hundred  pamphlet& 

The  whole  number  of  books  taken  from  the  library 
during  the  year  is  thirty  thomand  eix  hundred  and  seventy^ 
three. 

Daily  average,  one  hundred. 

Number  of  cards  issued,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and 
mnety-two. 

Increase  during  the  year,  six  hundred  and  thirteen. 
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These  statements  show,  that  during  the  past  year,  a 
greater  number  of  books  has  been  taken  from  the  libra- 
ry than  in  any  year  since  its  opening.  A  daily  aver- 
age of  one  hundred  takers  is  a  large  one  from  a  popula- 
tion of  twenty  thousand,  and  the  increase  for  the  year, 
while  the  census  informs  us  that  there  has  been  no  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  residents,  indicates  the  diffusion 
of  a  taste  for  reading  and  a  continuance  and  increasing 
interest  in  the  Library  of  the  People. 

We  opened  our  doors  to  the  public  with  less  than  six 
thousand  volumes.  In  nine  years,  the  number  has  increas- 
ed to  nearly  sixteen  thousand. 

We  occupied  at  the  opening  a  small  room  in  a  wood- 
en building,  hired  for  the  purpose.  The  Free  Public 
Library  of  New  Bedford  now  occupies  a  building  erect- 
ed for  its  accommodation,  and  owned  by  the  city,  which, 
for  the  convenience  of  its  arrangements  and  architec- 
tual  fitness  and  beauty,  is  equalled  by  few  structures  of 
the  kind  in  the  country. 

The  number  of  volumes  added  to  our  catalogue  the 
pajst  year,  is  not  so  large  as  the  annual  average  since 
the  institution  was  established.  Having  in  view  the 
circumstances  which  demand  the  exercise  of  a  thought- 
ful economy  on  the  part  of  all  who  are  entrusted  with 
the  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  the  Trustees 
have  limited  themselves,  in  the  purchase  of  books, 
almost  exclusively  to  such  new  issues  from  the  press  as 
were  considered  indispensible  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
library  upon  the  plan  upon  which  it  was  founded. 
Limited  as  has  been  the  expenditure  for  books,  and 
small,  comparatively,  the  number  of  volumes  we  have 
added  to  our  collection,  we  have  been  enabled,  by  a 
careful  discrimination  in  the  choice,  to  put  upon  our 
shelves  a  large  proportion  of  the  best  publications  from 
the  American  press. 
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The  popular  character  of  our  institution  renders  it 
necessary  that  the  demand  for  the  best  of  the  new  pub- 
lications shall  be  first  supplied.  This  demand  we  have 
met  to  a  very  satisfactory  extent,  and  have  left,  unex- 
pended, nearly  one  half  of  the  sum  which  has  been 
usually  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books  from  the  city 
appropriation.  In  no  single  year  for  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century  have  the  issues  from  the  press  of  this 
country  been  so-  limited.  A  small  outlay  has  enabled 
the  Trustees  to  procure  a  large  proportion  of  such  as 
we  have  considered  desirable  for  our  purpose. 

While,  numerically  considered,  the  increase  of  our 
library  has  been  comparativelj'  small,  the  Trustees  have 
much  satisfaction  in  stating,  that  in  no  year  since  its 
opening  have  our  acquisitions  been  so  important  and 
valuable. 

Without  the  expenditure  of  a  dollar  of  the  city  ap- 
propriation, we  have  added  to  the  library  a  complete 
set  of  NiLEs'  Annual  Register  in  seveiHtf-six^  and  of  the 
New  Bedford  Mercury  in  eighty-six  volumes. 

It  enhances  the  importance  and  the  value  of  these 
acquisitions,  to  know,  that  with  regard  to  the  first,  we 
possess  the  only  complete  set  which  could  be  found  on 
sale  in  the  country — that  our  volumes  of  the  Mercury 
constitute  the  only  perfect  file  that  has  or  can  have  an 
existence. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  the  value  of  these  acquisi^ 
tions  to  our  library.  The  one  gives  us  the  story  of  our 
national  life  for  thirty-eight  years,  and  the  other  has 
preserved  for  us  with  an  accuracy  and  minuteness  to  be 
found  in  no  other  record,  the  social,  civic  and  municipal 
activities  of  our  community  for  a  period  of  fifty-four 
years. 

In  the  one  we  find  a  full  and  reliable  history  of  our 
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country  for  one  half  the  period  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution ;  in  the  other  our  ^^  Home  A.n- 
nuals"  for  three  quarters  of  the  time  since  the  town  of 
New  Bedford  was  set  oflf  from  the  town  of  Dartmouth 
hy  the  act  of  the  General  Court. 

It  has  been  said  that  our  library  has  become  thus  en- 
riched without  any  outlay  from  the  city  appropriation. 
From  the  income  of  the  fund  which  the  enlightened 
liberality  of  our  fellow  citizen,  the  Hon.  George  How- 
land,  Jun'r.  established  for  the  increase  of  the  library, 
carefully  reserved  for  the  acquisition  of  such  rare  and 
expensive  works  as  have  been  considered  beyond  the 
range  of  our  ordinary  means,  we  have  been  enabled  to 
enrich  our  collection  of  books  with  Niles'  voluminous 
and  reliable  work. 

The  other  is  a  donation  from  our  esteemed  fellow 
citizen  Benjamin  Lindsey,  Esq.,  the  late  proprietor  and 
editor  of  the  paper  which  Benjamin  Lindsey  the  father 
established  in  New  Bedford  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seven. 

The  records  of  the  board  will  show  that  the  Trustees 
have  already  tendered  to  Mr.  Lindsey  their  thanks  for 
his  liberal  donation  and  their  high  appreciation  of  the 
enlightened  public  spirit  by  which  it  was  prompted.  It 
is  proper  that  the  representatives  of  the  people,  the  re- 
cipients of  this  bountiful  gift  and  for  whose  benefit  it 
is  bestowed,  should  be  informed  of  the  fact  in  this  for- 
mal and  official  manner. 

Our  thanks  and  the  thanks  of  the  public  are  also  due 
to  Edmund  Anthony,  Esq.,  for  a  donation  of  a  similar 
character.  As  proprietor  of  the  Daily  Evening  Stand- 
ard, he  has  presented  to  us  eleven  volumes  of  that  paper. 
Three  of  them  are  now  in  our  possession,  and  every 
year  a  back  volume  is  to  be  added  until  the  whole  num- 
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ber  shall  be  upon  our  shelves.  In  this  department,  the 
volumes  of  the  Standard  possesses  for  us  a  value,  second 
only  to  the  gift  of  Mr.  Lindsey.  The  library  is  now  a 
subscriber  to  both  these  ably  conducted  papers,  so  that 
we  are  now  the  owners  of  every  number  of  them  both 
which  has  been  published. 

The  Trustees  have,  during  the  year,  bestowed  much 
of  their  attention  to  the  collection  of  the  local  newspa- 
pers. As  yet,  with  the  important  exceptions  just  men- 
tioned, without  much  success.  There  are,  undoubtedly, 
in  the  possession  of  many  families  of  this  city  and  the 
adjoining  towns,  copies,  it  may  be  files  of  the  newspa- 
pers which  have,  from  time  to  time  been  published  in 
New  Bedford.  These,  placed  in  the  library  and  proper- 
ly arranged  would  be  to  the  people  interesting  and  val- 
uable. Now  they  are  for  the  most  part  useless  and  are 
fast  disappearing.  The  Trustees  are  anxious  to  preserve 
what  yet  remains,  ofl  these  valuable  records  of  the  past 
They  offer  the  safe  and  convenient  rooms  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  as  a  repository  for  all  the  publications 
of  this  character  which  may  be  entrusted  to  their  care. 
They  would  be  gratified  to  be  informed  where  any  such 
may  be  found,  and  are  prepared  to  make  it  any  object 
of  any  who  may  hold  them  to  place  them  in  their 
custody. 

Annexed  to  this  report  will  be  found  a  list,  nearly 
complete,  of  the  papers  which  have  been  printed  and 
published  in  New  Bedford.  It  is  thought  that  the  pub- 
lication may  aid  in  the  effort  we  are  making  to  obtain 
them  for  the  library  and  the  public.  For  this  statement 
we  are  indebted  to  our  faithful  and  accomplished  libra- 
rian, Mr,  R.  C.  Ingraham. 

While  engaged  in  collecting  and  preserving  this  class 
of  publications,  so  interesting  and  valuable  in  connection 
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with  our  local  history,  we  consider  it  withia  our  province 
to  gather  up  and  arrange  documents  of  every  descrip* 
tion  which  are  calculated  to  subserve  the  same  desirable 
purpose.  The  Trustees  are  desirous  of  obtaining,  and 
will  gladly  and  thankfully  receive,  donations  of  pam- 
phletsy  maps,  sketches,  pictures,  or  manuscripts  which 
immediately  or  remotely  come  within  the  description 
we  have  mentioned. 

They  have  regarded  with  much  interest  and  pleasure 
the  measures  which  have  been  taken  by  you  and  your 
predecessors  of  the  City  Council,  which  have  hod  for 
their  object  the  preservation  and  arrangement  of  the 
the  official  records  and  documents  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford. 

We  have  seen  the  portion  of  the  work  which  has 
been  completed.  If  the  remainder  of  the  work  you 
have  ordered  shall  be  as  fully  and  faithfully  performed, 
it  will  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  by  the  most  interest- 
ed  in  this  important  undertaking. 

In  this  connection  allow  us  to  remark  that  the  move- 
ment  you  have  instituted  in  relation  to  the  official 
records  and  papers  of  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  previous 
to  the  separation  of  New  Bedford  from  that  ancient 
town,  is  timely  and  important  These  records  have  re* 
cently  been  examined  by  a  member  of  this  Board,  and 
the  condition  in  which  they  are  found  more  than  justi- 
fies the  efforts  you  are  making  for  their  preservation  and 
arrangement.  The  official  records  of  the  town  of  which 
we  for  a  hundred  and  twenty-three  years  formed  a  part, 
are,  for  nearly  one  half  of  that  period,  in  danger  of 
being  utterly  lost.  Mutilated  scraps  of  paper,  rolled 
together  in  a  mass  and  tied,  like  a  package  from  the 
grocery,  with  a  piece  of  twine;  loose  sheets,  ragged 
and  disarranged ;  and  books,  which,  if  not  soon  restored, 
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will,  in  a  few  years  have  their  contents  reduced  to  muti* 
lated  scraps  and  disconnected  and  defaced  sheets;  now 
contain  the  records  of  many  years  of  the  municipal 
life  of  the  town  of  Dartmouth.  Let  it  be  remembred 
that  these  are  records,  not  of  that  town  alone,  but  of 
New  Bedford,  Westport,  Fairhaven  and  Acushnet,  all 
ofl&pring  of  this  prolific  mother. 

When  these  records  shall  be  restored,  which  can  only 
be  done  by  making  copies  of  the  hopelessly  mutilated 
remains  and  arranging  and  binding  the  loose  sheets,  a 
perfect  copy  should  be  prepared  for  the  people  of  New 
Bedford  and  placed  in  an  accessible  situation. 

The  Trustees  have  devoted  one  room  of  the  library 
building,  exclusively  to  the  National  and  State  Docu- 
ments. Of  the  former  our  list  is  nearly  complete  from 
1843  to  the  present  time.  The  documents  for  several 
years  were  presented  by  the  Hon.  Joseph  Grinnell. 
Under  the  act  of  Congress  allowing  members  of  the 
lower  branch  of  that  body  to  designate  a  depository 
within  their  respective  district«  for  the  Congressional 
Documents,  the  Hon.  Robert  B.  Hall  and  the  Hon. 
Thomas  D.  Eliot  selected  our  institution. 

By  this  arrangement  we  have  been  regularly  in  the 
receipt  of  all  the  volumes  of  the  character  embraced 
in  the  action  of  the  National  Legislature.  Add  to  these, 
the  large  and  highly  valuable  publications  of  a  differ* 
ent  character  which  have  been  authorised  by  Congress, 
and  for  which  we  are  mainly  indebted  to  our  present 
able  representative  in  that  body,  and  they  together 
constitute  a  library  of  themselves — for  the  purposes  of 
reference,  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  our  principal  collec- 
tion. 

It  should  be  understood  that  this  Library  of  Docu- 
ments is  placed  with  us  for  the  use  of  all  the  inhabi- 
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tants  of  this  Congressional  District  It  is  open  to  them 
all,  and  they  are  all  respectfully  invited  to  avail  them* 
selves  of  its  contents  at  any  time  they  may  wish  to  con* 
suit  them.  They  are  also  free,  for  the  purposes  of  con* 
sultation  to  the  inhabitants  of  our  neighboring  town^ 
and  cities. 

The  Trustees  would  embrace  this  opportunity  public- 
ly to  thank  the  gentlemen  through  whose  agency  these 
documents  have  come  into  our  possession. 

From  the  Smithsonian  Institute  we  continue  to  re- 
ceive all  the  publications  which  are  put  forth  by  that 
National  institution.  These  expensive  and  valuable 
works,  now  interesting,  mainly,  to  the  man  of  science 
and  the  scholar,  embody  the  results  of  the  efforts  of  the 
ablest  intellects  of  the  country ;  and  will,  in  the  due 
course  of  time,  give  out  their  treasures  in  a  practical 
form  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

Our  collection  of  State  Documents  is  very  imperfect. 
We  have,  it  is  believed,  obtained  from  the  depositories 
of  the  State  Government  all  that  it  is  in  their  power  to 
furnish  us.  Any  persons  having  in  their  possession  any 
official  papers  of  this  description  are  respectfully  invited 
to  deposit  them  in  the  library.  Early  copies  of  the  Laws 
and  Resolves  are  particularly  desirable. 

There  may  be  individuals  who  have  in  their  posses- 
sion both  National  and  State  documents  which  they 
would  be  glad  to  exchange  for  other  book&  The  libra- 
ry holds  quite  a  number  of  duplicate  copies  of  valuable 
works  which  the  managers  would  be  pleased  to  devote 
to  such  a  purpose. 

In  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Board,  we  find 
the  following  well-timed  and  important  declaration, 
'^The  rules  must  bepreservedy  or  disorder,  decay  and  dissolu- 
tion will  soon  attend  upon  this  enlightened  and  praiseworthy 
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effort  to  open  to  the  pubUe  the  avenues  to  a  more  gemal 
cuSure'* 

In  the  second,  it  is  said — **U8e  Caeefullt,  Return 
PftoMPTLT — these  are  the  fundamental  rules  upon  which  the 
prosperity  of  the  Kbrary  must  restJ^ 

We  repeat  this  language,  not,  mainly,  for  the  purpose 
of  impressing  these  vital  truths  upon  the  minds  of  the 
visitors  to  our  rooms  or  the  takers  of  our  books,  although 
it  would  not  be  out  of  place  if  repeated  in  every  annual 
report.  But  it  is  that  it  may  form  an  introduction  to 
the  statement,  that  these  fundamental  principles  of  suc- 
cess have  found  a  lodgement  in  the  minds  of  our  people 
and  governed  them  in  their  intercourse  with  the  library. 
They  have  been  recognized  and  acted  upon  to  a  most 
gratifying  and  encouraging  extent 

All  books  which  are  much  used  will  be  much  worn, 
and  must  soon  wear  out — some  books  will  be  lost  by 
the  most  careful ;  but  we  have  known  but  few  instances 
of  designed  or  careless  mutilation,  and  the  number  of 
volumes  missing  is  so  small  that  the  loss  is  not  a  subject 
of  serious  consideration.  In  these  respects  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past  is  full  of  promise  for  the  future. 

And  yet  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  say  that  the  warn- 
ings and  admonitions  of  our  predecessors  have  no!  been 
heeded  by  some,  who,  as  residents,  have  exercised  the 
right  to  the  use  of  the  library. 

They  have  subjected  the  valuable  books  of  the  libra- 
ry to  more  than  the  "  ordinary  wear  and  tear."  They 
come  back  to  us,  in  some  instances,  more  worn  and  torn 
than  can  be  justified  by  a  proper  usage.  Let  those  per- 
sons remember  that  such  a  course,  pursued  to  much  ex- 
tent, would  inevitably  bring  about  the  downfall  of  the 
institution ;  and  that  by  thus  wasting  the  public  pro- 
perty, they  oblige  us  to  take,  to  repair  and  replace 
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what  they  have  injured  or  lost,  the  means  which  are 
granted  for  the  increase  of  the  library. 

The  4th  section  of  the  Ordinance  establishing  the 
Free  Public  Library  is  as  follows : 

"  They  (the  Trustees)  shall  have  full  power  to  make 
any  and  all  needful  and  suitable  regulations  concerning 
said  library  and  the  use  thereof,  subject  to  alterations 
at  any  time  by  vote  of  the  City  Council.*' 

Accompanying  the  first  Report  of  the  Trustees,  dated 
March  28,  1853,  was  a  copy  of  the  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions adopted  by  the  Board.  No  change  was  made  in 
them  by  the  Council,  and  they  have  continued  in  force 
until  experience  pointed  out  the  necessity  for  a  change. 
That  change  has  been  made  and  the  new  Rules  and 
Regulations,  now  in  force  are  herewith  submitted  to  the 
City  Council  for  their  examination. 

We  have  already  given  the  names  of  several  of  those 
who  have,  during  the  year,  made  donations  to  the  libra- 
ry.  The  following  is  a  transcript  from  our  record,  and 
it  gives  us  much  satisfaction  to  lay  it  before  you  and  to 
communicate  it  to  the  public.  Upon  the  books  as  well 
as  upon  our  records,  will  be  found  the  names  of  those 
who  have  shown  their  interest  in  the  institution  by  ad- 
ding to  our  collections. 
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BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS  DONATED. 

TolaroM.  r»mphleta. 

Boaml.  Uiiboand. 

American  AntiqnariaQ  Society,  2 

Amerkaii  Pluloflophical  Society,  1              I 

Bache,  A.  D.,  Supt  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  1 

Bartlett,  J.  R.,  Sec.  of  State  of  Bhode  bbiid,  1 

Boadle,  John,  1 

Booth,  F.  H.,  1 

Boston  Public  Library,  Trustees  of,  1                           t 

Boston  Society*  of  Natural  History,  1 

Brayton^  David,  tO 

Brigham,C.  H.,  I 

Brooklyn  Mercantile  Library  Association,  1 

Buffalo  Youi^  Men's  Association,  1 

Butler  Rev.  ^unes  D.,  1 

Clark,  Henry,  1 

Congdon,  James  K,  3            t          166 

Dennison,  T.  R.,  1 

Department  of  the  Interior,  through  T.  D.  Eliot,  53 

Detroit  Vonng  Men*s  Society,  1 

Dunbar,  Geo.  H^                                     *-  1 

Durfee,  Wm.  F.,  t9 

Dnrfee,  Zohetb,  » 

Eliot,  T.D.,  in            t             4 

Fisher  Wm.  L.,  I 

Goodwin,  W.  J.,  1 

Hartford  Young  Men's  Institute,  1 

Harvard  University,  1 

Howland,  George,  Jr.,  7 

Ladd,  Warren,  i 

Library  Compaoy,  Philadelphia,  S 

Newburyport  Public  Library,  1 

New  Hampshire  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  1 

New  York  Medical  Society,  1 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association,  1 
New  York  State,  through  the  Secretary  of  State,      1 

New  York  Sute  Library,  1 

Phipps,  Abner  J.,  1            16 

Kttsbnrs  Young  Men's  Library  Association,  1 

Redwood  Libn^,  Newport,  1                           % 

Sanford,  F.  E.,  1 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library  Association,  1 

Smithsonian  Institutiou,  1 

State  of  Ohio,  1 

Stowe,  Rev.  Timothy,  1 

Willey,  H.,  22            5            29 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library,  1 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Anthony,  Edmund,— New  Bedford  Standard. 

Braxton,  David, — odd  numbers  of  the  New  Bedford  Bulletin;  Reporter;  and 
Gazette. 

Lindse}",  Benjamin, — New  Bedford  Mercuiy,  86  vohu,  bound. 

Winslow,  George, — thirty  eisht  copies  of  various  New  Bedford  papers,  viz: 
Bristol  Gazette,  New  Bedford  Gazette,  New  Bedford  Courier,  and  Colum- 
bian Courier. 

A  large  picture  of  Fortress  Monroe,  beautifully  framed,  from  A.  S.  Cush- 
man,  E^. 
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We  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  present 
arrangements  for  warming  the  rooms  occupied  by  the 
library  are  expensive  and  inefficient.  We  do  this,  be- 
cause we  are  of  opinion,  that  a  plan  which  shall  com* 
bine  economy  with  success  in  heating  and  ventilating 
the  library  must  include  all  the  rooms  of  the  building. 
There  are  now  five  distinct  furnaces  in  the  Library 
Building ;  and  although  there  is  a  great  consumption  of 
fuel  and  a  great  heat  is^  in  the  aggregate  evolved,  yet 
there  is  a  failure  to  produce  such  a  distribution  of  it  as 
comfort  and  economy  call  for.  We  believe  that  the 
fuel  now  consumed,  in  the  furnace  which  supplies  the 
heat  to  the  principal  room  of  the  library,  but  which 
fails  to  make  that  room  comfortable  in  severe  weather, 
would  render  every  room  of  the  building  comfortable 
if  properly  applied.  The  Trustees  would  respectfully 
commend  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

In  conclusion  we  would  express  the  hope  that  the 
Free  Public  Library,  the  Library  of  the  People,  will 
continue  to  receive  the  fostering  care  of  the  people's 
representatives.  It  has  become  an  institution  of  mag* 
nitude  and  influence.  It  has  become  deeply  rooted  in 
the  regards  of  our  citizens ;  they  look  upon  its  present 
condition  with  an  honest  satisfaction  and  with  confi- 
dence to  its  future  prosperity. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of 
the  Board. 

ISAAC  C.  TABER, 

Mayor y  and  ex-officio  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
George  H.  Duiybar,  Clerk. 

New  Bedford,  December  23d,  1S61. 
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NEW  BEDFORD  NEWSPAPERS. 


The  first  newspaper  published  in  New  Bedford  wa» 
*•'  The  Medley,  or  New  Bedford  Marine  Journal/'  edited 
by  John  Spooner.  The  first  number  appeared  Nov.  27, 
1792,  and  the  last  in  September  or  October  1799,  Mr. 
Spooner  having  sold  his  interest  in  the  paper  and 
printing  business  to  Abraham  Shearman,  Jun. 

The  **  Columbian  Courier,"  edited  by  Abraham  Shear- 
man, Jun.,  was  the  second  paper  issued  in  New  Bedford. 
Its  publication  continued  from  Dec.  8, 1798  to  March  1, 
1805. 

The  "  New  Bedford  Mercury,"  weekly,  followed  the 
Courier.  It  was  edited  from  its  commencement  in  1807 
to  1826  by  Benjamin  Lindsey,  and  from  1826  to  1831 
by  B.  Lindsey  &  Son,  when  the  father  retired  on  account 
of  ill  health,  and  his  son,  B.  Lindsey,  Jr.,  took  entire 
charge  of  the  paper  and  continued  its  publication  to 
the  present  year;  when  it  was  transferred,  together 
with  the  '^  Daily,"  to  Messrs.  Fessenden  &  Baker,  by 
whom  both  papers  are  now  issued  under  their  original 
titles. 
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The  ^  Daily  Mercury  "  was  edited  by  B.  Lindsey,  Jr., 
up  to  the  time  of  its  transfer  as  stated  above.  This  was 
the  first  daily  paper  published  in  the  city.  The  first 
number  was  issued  Feb.  28, 1831. 

In  connection  with  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Mercury, 
Mr.  Lindsey  also  published,  from  Jan.  1847  to  Oct  1868, 
a  Semi- Weekly,  and  from  Oct  4, 1858,  to  April,  1861,  a 
Daily  Evening  edition  of  the  Mercury. 

The  "Old  Colony  Gazette"  appeared  in  Nov.  1808. 
In  1811  the  name  was  altered  to  the  ^New  Bedford 
Gazette,"  and  again  in  1812  to  "The  Bristol  Gazette," 
when  its  place  of  publication  was  removed  to  Fairha- 
ven.  It  was  discontinued  July  10, 1813.  Billings  & 
Tucker  and  David  Hollis  had  charge  of  it  in  1810,  after- 
wards Joseph  Gleason,  Jr.,  who,  having  received  an  ap- 
pointment in  the  army,  relinquished  it  to  Paul  Taber, 
February  5, 1813. 

The  "New  Bedford  Courier,"  edited  by  Benjamin  T. 
Congdon,  made  its  appearance  June  12, 1827 ;  with  the 
seventh  volume  commencing  June  5, 1833,  the  words 
"Weekly  Lyceum"  were  added  to  the  title,  and  a  cut 
representing  the  Lyceum  Building  placed  at  the  head. 
In  the  ensuing  year  the  "  Workingmen's  Press,"  a  paper 
first  issued  in  May  1832,  was  united  with  the  Courier. 
The  first  number  of  the  united  sheets  appeared  Feb. 
26, 1834,  under  the  charge  of  Harris  &  Burroughs,  to 
whom  Mr.  Congdon  had  transferred  his  interest  in  the 
paper;  but  owing  to  some  disagreement^  afler  the  pub- 
lication of  the  second  or  third  number,  the  paper  again 
passed  into  his  hands,  and  was  continued  by  him  under 
the  same  title,  "New  Bedford  Weekly  Courier  and 
Workingmen's  Press"  till  July  2,  1834,  when  he  dispos- 
ed of  it  to  Jeremiah  G.  Harris  and  Charles  W.  Bexford, 
who  changed  the  title  to  "  The  New  Bedford  Gazette 
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and  Weekly  Courier/'  and  published  it  in  connection 
with  the  Daily  Gazette  until  Nov.  3,  of  the  same  year, 
when  the  partnership  was  dissolved  by  the  withdrawal 
-  of  Bexford.  Mr.  Harris  edited  the  paper  tiU  1838 ;  but 
it  was  printed  and  published,  after  Jan.  1, 1837,  by  J. 
Allyne  &  Go.  The  name  seems  to  have  been  again 
changed  in  1838  to  «  The  New  Bedford  Weekly  Advo- 
cate/' but  neither  this  paper  nor  the  Daily  Gazette  were 
published  in  1839. 

«New  Bedford  Daily  Gazette,"  established  in  1833, 
was  edited  by  Harris  &  Bexford  and  J.  G.  Harris. 
See  notice  of  the  Courier,  above. 

^  The  Begister,"  daily  and  weekly,  was  published  by 
Wm.  Canfield  in  1839.  "Morning  Begister"  and  "New 
Bedford  Begii^r,"  by  Canfield  &  Andros,  in  1841. 
"  Evening  Begister "  and  "  New  Bedford  Begister,"  by 
WuL  Young,  in  1845. 

«The  Daily  Evening  Bulletin"  and  "The  Semi-Weekly 
Bulletin  "  commenced  in  1842,  edited  by  Wm.  Eddy  in 
1843,  by  Charles  T,  Congdon  in  1844,  by  Henry  Tilden 
in  1845-6.  During  the  year  1846  the  evening  paper 
was  published  tri-weekly,  and  the  name  of  the  weekly 
changed  to  "  The  Weekly  Bulletin  and  Advocate." 

"  The  Seamen's  Beporter  and  Family  Visitor,"  after- 
wards "The  New  Bedford  Beporter  and  Whaleman's 
Weekly  Visitor,"  edited  by  Joseph  H.  Smith,  appeared 
in  July,  1844.  In  1848  the  paper  in  an  enlarged  form 
was  still  edited  by  Smith.  He  was  succeeded  in  1849 
by  Charles  H.  Kingsford.  In  connection  with  the 
weekly,  Mr.  Smith  also  published  from  July  2, 1847,  a 
semi-weekly,  called  the  "New  Bedford  Beporter  and 
Semi-Weekly  Democrat."  Kingsford  afterwards  issued 
an  8vo.  sheet,  made  up  of  advertbements,  and  circu* 
lated  gratuitously. 
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*^  Whalemen's  Shipping  List  and  Merchants'  Tran- 
script," edited  by  Henry  Lindsay  from  its  commence- 
ment, March  17,  1843,  to  1853.  Continued  and  now 
published  by  B.  Lindsey. 

"Daily  Evening  Standard,"  and  the  "Republican 
Standard,''  weekly,  were  established  March  17,  1860, 
and  are  now  edited  and  published  by  Edmund  Anthony. 

"  New  Bedford  Times,"  a  weekly  paper,  was  edited 
and  published  by  John  Eraser,  from  1857  to  1861. 

The  remaining  papers  were  of  short  duration.  The 
following  list  includes  nearly,  if  not  quite  all  of  them. 

"The  Christian  Philanthropist,"  1823,  edited  by 
Daniel  K.  Whitaker. 

"  The  New  Bedford  Gazette,"  1823,  edited  by  Melcher 
and  Rogers.  ^ 

"The  Censor." 

"The  Record  of  the  Times,"  1830. 

"  The  Advocate,"  commenced  Jan.  1844,  published  by 
Henry  Tilden. 

"  The  Union,"  1857,  by  Henry  Tilden. 

"  The  May  Flower,"  printed  at  the  Advocate  office 
for  the  managers  of  the  Temperance  Fair  held  at  City 
Hall,  .May  1844. 

"The  Independent  Press,"  Oct.  1848,— two  or  three 
numbers  published. 

"The  Harpoon,"  edited  by  William  Miller. 

"The  Weekly  Echo,"  1849,  edited  by  Moses  Brown. 

"  The  Whaleman,"  published  weekly  from  June  1854, 
edited  by  William  S.  Anderson. 

«  The  Citizen,"  one  number,  Dec'  1,  1860. 

"  The  City  Hall  Advertiser,"  two  volumes  of  a  few 
numbers  each. 

"  The  Herald,"  five  numbers  published. 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 


ESTABLISHED  BT  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


ORGANIZATION  AND  DUTIES   OF  THE  BOARD. 

Article  I. 

Sect.  1.  The  Mayor  of  the  city  shall  be  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Sncf.  2.  When  he  is  absent  a  presiding  officer  shall  be  chosen  for  the 
meeting. 

Sect.  3.  The  Clerk  shall  preside  while  such  choice  is  making. 

Sect.  4.  In  the  absence  of  both  President  and  Clerk  any  member  may 
call  the  meeting  to  order  and  preside  at  the  choice  of  a  presiding  officer. 

Article  IL 

Sect.  1.  The  Board  shall  have  a  Clerk,  who  shall  be  one  of  their  own 
number,  and  three  Standing  Committees,  each  to  consist  of  three  members^ 
to  wit  —  on  the  Library,  on  the  Building,  on  Accounts;  —  all  to  be  chosen  at 
the  first  meeting  in  the  year,  or  at  any  subse<juent  meeting  if  a  choice  is  not 
then  made. 

Sect.  2.     Vacancies  can  be  filled  at  any  meeting. 

All  Special  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President. 

Article  IIL 

Sect.  1.  The  first  meeting  in  the  year  shall  be  on  the  next  Saturday  after 
the  election  of  the  Trustees,  which  meeting  shall  be  called  by  the  City  Mes^ 
senger,  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor  as  President  of  the  Board. 

Sect.  2.    Meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Saturday  of  every  month. 

Sect.  3.  Notice  of  all  meetings  shall  be  sent  to  the  residence  of  each 
member  by  the  City  Messenger,  under  the  direction  of  the  Clerk. 

Sect.  4.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  Clerk  upon  the  request 
of  any  member. 

Sect.  5.    A  majority  shall  be  a  quorum. 
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Articlk  IY. 
Sect.  1.    The  Records  and  papers  of  the  Board  shall  be  in  the  possession 
of  the  Clerk  subject  to  its  order. 

Sect.  2.    In  the  Clerk's  absence  the  President  shall  appoint  a  substitute. 

Article  Y. 

Sect.  1.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Library  shall,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board, 

Purchase  all  books ;  Subscribe  for  all  Periodicals ;  Direct  in  relation  to  the 
binding  of  books  and  their  preparation  for  use ;  Provide  all  necessary  books 
and  blanks  for  the  use  of  the  Librarian ;  Make  an  annual  examination  of  Uie 
Library  and  I'^port  its  condition ;  Prepare  the  Annual  Report  to  the  City 
Council ;  and  Direct  the  Librarian  as  to  what  books  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
be  taken  from  the  Library. 

Sect.  2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Building  shall  have  charge  of 
the  rooms,  the  direction  and  oversight  of  all  their  fixtures  and  furniture  and 
their  cleaning,  warming,  lighting  and  ventilating. 

Sect.  8.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Accounts  shall  examine  and  certify 
all  bills,  and  none  shall  be  allowed  not  thus  certified. 

Sect.  4.  The  Standing  Committees  shall  conform  to  all  the  directions  of 
the  Board,  and  shall  DOt  order  any  outlay  exceeding  twenty  dollars  without 
such  direction. 

LIBRARY  REGULATIONS. 
Article  YI. 
WHEN  orEN. 

Sect.  1.  The  Library  snaH  be  opened  every  day,  Sundays,  New  Year's 
Day  and  Christmas  and  the  Legal  Holida^rs  excepted. 

Sect.  2.  From  April  to  August,  both  inclusive,  from  8  o'clock  A.  M.  to  1 
o'clock  P.  M.,  from  3  o'clock  to  6  o'clock  and  from  7  o'ckuk  to  9  o'clock  p.  M. 

Sect.  S.  During  the  other  months,  from  10  o'clock  a.  m.  to  1  o'clock  P.  M. 
and  from  3  to  6  and  from  7  to  9  o'clock  p.  m. 

RIGHTS  AKD  DUTIES  OF  VISITORS. 

Sect.  4.  All  persons  resident  in  New  Bedford,  of  16  years  of  age  and  up- 
wards, shall  have  the  right  to  visit  the  rooms,,  and  to  use  therein  the  books, 
periodicals,  &c ,  subject  to  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  the  Committee 
on  the  library  may  from  time  to  time  institute  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Board. 

Sect.  5.  Measures  shall  be-  taken  to  guard  against  loss  or  damage  by  reason 
of  such  use  of  the  Library  property,  and  to  insure  quiet  and  decorum  in  all 
the  rooms. 

Sect.  6.  A  failure  to  meet  an^  pecuniary  liability,  or  to  conform  to  the 
rules,  shall  be  considered  a  forfeiture  of  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  library 
property  in  any  form. 

Sect.  7.  Strangers,  introduced  by  a  Trustee  or  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  may  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  residents  for  four  weeks. 

Sect.  8.  The  reading-room  set  apart  for  females  shall  be  used  exclusively 
by  them,  but  no  book  or  periodical  shall  be  kept  in  such  room  when  not  in 
use,  except  it  may  be  a  duplicate  or  intended  expressly  for  such  room. 

CmCULATION  OF  BOOKS. 

Sect.  9.    Books  may  be  taken  from  the  Library  by  all  resident  adults. 
Sect.  10.    A  delivery  upon  the  order  of  a  resident  shall  be  considered  a 
delivery  to  him  in  person. 

Sect.  11.    All  orders  for  books  shall  name  the  person  to  receive  them,  and 
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the  books  shall  be  delivered  to  no  other.  There  shall  be  an  order  for  each 
delivery. 

Sect.  12.  Minors  16  years  old  or  upwards,  resident  in  the  city,  may  be 
allowed  the  rights  of  adults  as  takers  of  books,  by  filing  with  the  Librarian  a 
certificate  signed  by  their  parent  or  guardian  or  some  other  responsible  per- 
son, also  a  resident,  b^  which  the  signer  shall  become  to  the  same  extent  re- 
sponsible for  said  mmor  as  he  would  be  for  himself.  A  deposit  to  the  full 
value  of  the  volimie  called  ibr  or  of  the  set  to  which  it  belongs  may  take  the 
place  of  such  certificate. 

Sect.  18.  All  persons  having  the  ri^ht  to  take  books  shall,  before  exercis- 
ing such  right,  enter  into  an  obligation  in  writing  that  they  will  observe  all 
the  Rules  and  Regulations  instituted  for  the  government  and  safety  of  the 
Library,  which  obligation  shall  be  in  such  form  as  the  Committee  on  the 
Library  shall  direct,  care  being  taken  that  it  shall  recognize  a  pecuniary  ob- 
ligation, on  the  part  of  such  talrer,  to  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  for  all  fines, 
forfeitures,  loss  or  damage. 

Sect.  14.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  take  a  book  from  the  Library, 
who  appears  by  tie  records  to  be  accountable  for  a  book  taken  or  for  a  fine 
or  forfeiture  imposed. 

Sect.  15.  Books  intended  for  general  circulation  shall  be  properly  cover- 
ed, lettered  and  numbered,  having  on  the  outside  a  label,  stating  the  time  it 
may  be  kept  and  the  fines  for  retaining  it  longer. 

Sect.  16.  All  the  books,  as  well  as  the  periodicals,  manuscripts,  &c.,  shall 
be  stamped  with  the  words,  **  New  Bedford  City  Library,^  the  number 
being  written  on  the  inside  of  the  cover. 

Sect.  1 7.  All  the  books  of  the  Library  shall  be  prepared  for  general  cir- 
culation, except  such  as  the  Trustees  shall  order  to  be  kept  in  the  rooms. 

Sect.  18.     One  volume  only  can  be  taken  at  one  time. 

Sect.  19~.    No  book  can  be  retaken  unless  returned  to  the  Library. 

Sect.  20.    Books  taken  can  be  used  in  the  family  of  the  taker  only. 

Sect.  21.  All  books  taken  may  be  retained  two  weeks  unless  a  shorter 
time  is  named  on  the  cover. 

Sect.  22.  A  book  may  be  retaken  unless  an  application  for  it  has  been 
made  to  the  Librarian  in  writing. 

Sect.  28.  The  Committee  on  the  Library  may  order  a  new  book  to  be 
retained  in  the  rooms  for  a  short  time  after  its  purchase,  and  they  may,  if 
they  shall  think  proper,  shorten  the  time  it  may  be  kept  out 

Sect.  24.  Everj"  person  entitled  to  take  books  from  the  Library  shall 
receive  irom  the  Librarian  a  printed  card,  havins  on  it  the  name  of  the  ap- 
plicant and  the  catalogue  number  of  the  book  asked  for  in  the  blanks  left  for 
the  purpose,  and  this  card  must  be  presented  to  the  Librarian  or  his  assistant 
as  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  any  book  that  may  be  wanted.  If  any  book  is 
not  in,  the  card  may  be  returned  to  the  applicant,  that  another  number  may 
be  inserted. 

Sect.  25.  Books  returned  must  be  delivered  to  the  Librarian  or  his 
assistant. 

Sect.  26.  The  fines  for  retaining  books  beyond  the  allowed  period  shall 
be  as  follows,  viz : — Folio,  four  cents  a  day ;  Quarto,  three  cents ;  Octavo, 
two  cents ;  all  smaller  books  one  cent ;  and  for  books  damaged  or  lost,  the 
actual  loss  sustained. 

Sect.  27.  All  holders  of  books  beyond  the  regulation  period  shall  be  re- 
quired to  pay  the  expense  of  sending  fi>r  the  same,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Librarian  to  send  for  all  books  held  two  weeks  beyond  the  allowed 
time,  and  if  not  then  delivered  they  shall  be  considered  as  lost. 

Sect.  28.  Books  not  intended  for  general  circulation  ma^  be  taken  from 
the  Library,  for  a  limited  period,  upon  an  order  in  writing  signed  by  a 
Trustee,  a  receipt  being  given  by  the  taker  therefor. 
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Article  VII. 

LIBRARIAN  AND  ASSISTANT. 

Sect.  I.  The  Librarian  and  Assistant  Librarian  shall  liold  their  re- 
spective offices  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Trustees,  and  shall  receive  sacb 
compensation  as  the  l£>ard  shall  allow,  payable  quarterly. 

Sect.  2.  These  appointments  shall  be  made  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Trustees  in  the  year,  out  if  not  then  made,  at  any  subsequent  meeting. 

Sect.  3.  Tlte  Librarian  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  the  property  in  the 
Library  rooms,  and  shall  be  accountable  to  the  Trustees  for  the  same.  It 
shall  be  bis  duty  to  prepare  the  books  for  circulation,  make  all  necessary 
records,  prepare  catalogues  when  required,  and  do  all  things  which  may  he 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  property  and  the  convenience  of  the 
visitors  to  the  rooms  and  the  takers  of  books. 

Sect.  4.  The  Assistant  Librarian  shall  perfonn  such  duties  as  the  Libra^ 
rian  may  direct,  and  in  lus  absence  shall  have  charge  of  the  Library. 

Article  VIII* 

DONATIONS.  ^ 

Sect.  I.  A  record  sball  be  kept  of  all  donations  and  mention  shall  be 
made  of  them  in  the  Annual  Report. 

Sect.  2.  All  books  presented  to  the  Library  shall  have  the  name  of  the 
donor  placed  upon  them. 

Article  IX. 
These  Rules  and  Regulations  may  be  amended  at  any  meeting  at  which 
five  Trustees  shall  be  present  if  four  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
proposed ;  or  at  any  meeting,  if  notice  in  writing  shall  have  been  given  to 
each  member  of  the  Board  oi  the  change  proposed,  and  four  votes  are  given 
in  its  £ivor. 
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In  Boabd  of  Aldebmen,  Jan.  3, 1863.  j 

Accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    Sent  down  for 

concurrence. 

Hbnbt  T.  Lbonabd,  Citj  Clerk. 


In  Common  Council^  Jan.  3, 1863. 
Concurred. 

Wm.  a.  Church,  Clerk. 
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OFnCERS  OF  THE  FEEE  PUBnC  LIBRARY, 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1863. 


TRUSTEEa 
ffie  Honor,  GEORGE  HO  WLAND,  Jb.,  Mayor  of  the  City, 
WILLIAM  Q.  TABER,  Esc*.,  President  of  the  Common 

Coandl, 
WARREN  LADD,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standing 

Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  Esq.   ) 
JOSHUA  C.  STONE,  Esq.       \   at  large. 
CHARLES  H.  PIERCE,  Esq.  ) 

COMMITTEES. 

Oir  THK  LIBBABT. 

GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jb.,   JAMES  B.  CONGDON, 
JOSHUA  a  STONE. 

BCILDIMO. 

WARREN  LADD,  WILLIAM  G.  TABER, 

CHARLES  H.  PIERCE. 

Accouirrs. 
JAMES  B.  CONGDON,      WARREN  LADD, 
•  CHARLES  H.  PIERCE. 

0 

LIBBABIAN. 
ROBERT  C.  INGRAHAM. 

ASSISTANT  LIBBARIAN. 
MARIA  A.  PIERCK 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPORT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  New  Bedford: 

Osntlxmen: — ks  required  by  the  Ordinance  establish- 
ing the  New  Bbdfobd  Free  Public  I^bbart,  the  Trustees 
of  that  institution  now  present  to  the  City  Council  their 
{Seventh  Annual  Report. 

The  Free  Public  Library  has  entered  upon  the  second 
decade  of  its  existence.  The  ordinance  by  which  it  was 
established  was  pa49sed  on  the  IQih  day  of  Auffust,  1852. 

It  was  opened  to  the  use  of  tiie  public  on  the  Sd  day 
qf  March,  1853. 

The  First  Annual  Beport  was  dated  March  2%thy  1853. 

The  eomer  stone  of  the  Library  Building  was  laid  on 
the  2%th  day  of  August,  1856. 

The  building  was  opened  to  the  use  of  the  public, 
November  m,  1859. 

At  the  opening  of  the  library  in  1853,  it  ^  contained 
nearly  m  thousand  volumes'^ 
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The  number  of  volumes  is  now  sixteen  thousand:  the 
pamphlets  number  ^ve  thousand. 

The  number  of  books  which  have  been  taken  from 
the  library  during  the  year  is  thirty-four  thousand  eight 
hunted  and  ninety-one. 

The  daily  average  is  one  hundred  and  sixteen. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  issued  is  Jive  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  ;  an  increajse  during  the  year  of 
five  hundred  and  forty-four. 

During  no  previous  year  has  the  number  of  books 
taken  been  so  large ;  it  being  more  than  four  thousand 
in  advance  of  last  year's  report,  which  exhibited  the 
highest  number  which  had  then  been  reached. 

These  are  interesting  and  gratifying  statements.  A 
daily  average  delivery  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  volumes, 
is  a  fact  which  of  itself  is  an  epitome  of  the  progress 
of  the  institution  and  its  present  position. 

The  library  enters  upon  the  second  decade  of  its  ex- 
istence as  a  firmly  established  Municipal  Institution. 
The  people  recognize  it  as  a  component  part  of  the 
city  organization.  The  representatives  of  the  people 
are  expected  so  to  regard  it,  and  to  take  all  necessary 
measures  to  secure  its  usefulness  and  provide  for  its 
enlargement. 

The  progress  of  the  decade  which  has  now  closed,  and 
the  present  condition  of  the  institution,  are  gratifying 
facts  in  our  municipal  history.  We  have,  during  this 
period,  added  to  our  catalogue  an  average  of  one  thou- 
sand volumes  a  year ;  we  have  reached  the  highly  respec- 
table number  of  sixteen  thousand ;  we  have  erected  for 
our  literary  treasures  a  safe,  convenient  and  beautiful 
building ;  and  the  practical  working  of  the  institution 
has  given  it  a  secure  place  in  the  regards  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city. 
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While  the  possessionrof  an  institution  of  such  a  high 
character  and  value  may  be  regarded  as  a  source  of  com- 
mendable public  gratification^the  position  which  it  holds 
as  an  educator  of  the  people^  the  uses  which  it  subserves 
in  the  great  work  of  training  and  informing  the  public 
mind^  must  give  it  its  principal  claim  to  the  fostering 
care  of  the  councillors  of  the  city^  and  to  the  prudent 
and  enlightened  oversight  and  control  on  the  part  of 
those  who  have  the  more  immediate  direction  of  its 
affairs. 

It  is  gratifying  to  our  city-pride  to  know,  that  the 
establishment  of  our  Free  Public  Library  and  the  success 
which  has  attended  it^  have  been  regarded  abr9ad  as  in- 
dications of  an  enlightened  and  well-directed  public 
spirit ;  and  it  is  well  known  to  fhose  upon  whom  the 
management  of  the  library  has  devolved,  that  the  favora- 
ble issue  of  our  experiment  has  been  highly  influential 
in  multiplying  similar  institutions  in  our  Commonwealth 
and  in  our  country.  It  is  a  judgment  that  belongs  to 
the  character  of  our  people,  to  give  a  high  and  hon- 
orable position  to  all  acts,  public  or  private,  that  foster 
the  cause  of  learning  and  diffuse  among  all  classes  and 
conditions  the  inestimable  treasures  of  knowledge,  and 
the  elevating  influence  of  a  healthy  literature.  We 
cl^m  the  right  to  this  favorable  and  enlightened  judg- 
ment, from  a  conviction  that  this  result  has  been  ao- 
complished  by  our  Free  Public  Library.  It  has  done 
the  work  for  which  it  was  established.  It  has  shown 
the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  which  gave  to  the  munici- 
pal body  the  power  to  give  it  an  existence  ;  it  has  ful- 
filled the  highest  expectations  of  the  Council  whose 
ordinance  established  it ;  it  has  justified  the  enlightened 
liberality  which  has  made  it  an  object  of  the  constant 
care  and  the  annual  bounty  of  the  city  government ; 
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And  hM  won  for  itself  the  repaA  and  confiddnee  of  the 
foople.  The  W^rtay  for  th^  People  10  «h  ftdvaaeed 
Mf  iiiide  bj  tlie  peopk  in  the  work  of  etklighteomeat — 
^  a  80tand^  ptkttic^if  pertnulent  ektation  -^  giling  dig- 
nity to  tlie  indiTidiftal  and  a  true  and  enduring  prof^rit/ 
to  ike  body  politi<i.  A0  dtisens  of  Maesbchusettd  aiMl 
1^  New  Btidfordy  we  contemplate  with  mudii  sAtitdb^ction 
the  pioneer  attitude  which  ont  State  and.  City  sustain  in 
thid  undertaking!  As  we  contemplate  the  padt^  we  are 
hopeful  for  the  future.  Let  the  City  Council  contintse 
to  give  to  the  library  a  wise  supervision,  liberal  appro- 
priations and  fidthfiil  managers,  and  we  may  safely  ven- 
ture upon  the  prediction  that  at  the  close  of  the  ieeand 
deeade  of  its  histoid  it  will  be  found  richer,  in  a  propor- 
tion exemplified  by  the/r«^,  in  all  those  attributes  which 
give  it  so  high  a  claim  to  the  confidence,  regard. and 
support  of  tiie  people^ 

In  predicting  for  our  cherished  institution  whose  past 
is  so  affluent  in  incidents  at  once  pleasant  and  encour- 
aging, a  future  of  increased  prosperity,  we  do  not  base 
our  hopes  and  expectations  wholly  upon  the  continued 
favorable  action  and  careful  supervision  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment and  its  agenta  This  must  be  the  main  depen- 
dence for  its  usefulness  and  growth ;  but  we  look  hope- 
fully and  reliably  upon  the  co-operation,  in  this  good 
Work,  of  the  wealth  and  enlightened  public  spirit  of  in- 
dividual inhabitants  of  our  city.  We  feel  more  than 
justified  in  again  presenting  to  you  and  to  the  public 
this  aspect  of  our  subjeci  The  Free  Public  Library  has 
claims  upon  the  intelligent  and  wealthy  of  New  Bed* 
ford  that  it  would  be  almost  a  libel  upon  them  to  doubt 
that  they  will  one  day  recognize  and  answer. 

Once  before,  the  Trustees  haye  in  their  report,  given 
a  prominent  place  to  an  appeal  to  private  munificence 
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on  behalf  of  the  library.  For  repeating  the  appeal  we 
make  no  apology,  and  in  making  it  we  feel  justified  in 
adopting  the  language  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  for  the  year  186& 

^  With  no  considerations  to  influence  us  but  such  as 
belong  to  a  deeply  rooted  conviction  that  we  are  ^  zeal- 
ously idfected  in  a  good  thing/'  we  <iovld  wish  to  find 
aceesB  to  many,  whose  ^  pure  minds  '^  if  once*  ^  stirred 
up  by  way  of  remembrance/'  would  not  fail  to  ^  devise 
liberal  things  "  concerning  us.  We  know  that  it  may 
most  emphatically  be  said  of  the  institution  in  whose 
behalf  we  are  pleading,  that  ^"bt  liberal  things  shall  it 
STAND."  No  form  of  words  could  more  aptly  express  the 
idea  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  work  in  which 
we  are  engaged.  Liberality  is  its  life.  It  came  into 
existence  at  its  bidding,  it  has  flourished  under  its  foster- 
ing  care,  and  its  future  is  bright  with  a  radiance  thrown 
around  it  by  our  hopeful  oonfidence.  Liberality,  public 
and  private ;  liberality  of  thought^  feeling  and  action ; 
liberality  that  recognizes  the  obligation  and  feels  the  joy 
of  dealing  justly  and  nobly  with  the  manhood  of  every 
member  of  God's  earthly  family ;  this  is  the  word^  which, 
in  its  beautiful  comprehensivenesB  more  fully  than  any 
other,  expresses  the  origin,  the  aims,  and  the  needs  of 
our  Free  Public  Library.  Therefore  it  is  thai  we  feel 
great  freedom  in  using  it,  when  we  would  incite  to 
thought  and  action  favorable  to  a  cause  so  worthy  of 
the  advocacy  and  aid  of  all  generous  hearted  and  right- 
minded  persons.  We  ask  them  to  be  liberal  towards 
our  new,  but  influential  and  valuable  Public  Educational 
Institute  ^^  liberal  in  thought,  liberal  ip  feeling,  and,  as 
they  may  have  ability  and  opportunity,  liberal  in  action. 

We  want,  (rota  the  weidthy  and  enlightened  citizens  of . 
New  Bedford,  what  we  cannot  obtain  from  the  action, 
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however  liberal  and  harmonious,  of  our  Municipal  authoiv 
ities.  That  want  would  be  met  by  finding  in  the  alcoves 
of  our  beautiful  library-hall,  and  upon  the  walls  of  the 
tasteful  edifice  now  about  to  be  dedicated  to  the  cause 
of  public  enlightenment  and  progress,  the  evidence  of  a 
lively  sympathy  with  the  movement,  and  of  a  disposi- 
tion, on  the  part  of  those  upon  whom  have  been  bestow- 
ed large  stores  of  material  wealth,  to  direct  a  portion  of 
it  into  this  channel.  Money  oan  purchase  books,  and 
pictures  and  statues ;  and  money  will  come,  when  votes 
are  passed  and  city  officials  demand  it  in  the  name  of 
the  Commonwealth.  But  money  alone  cannot  purchase 
that  feeling,  born  of  gratitude  and  benevolence  and  of 
a  thoughtful  and  rightful  apprehension  of  the  brother- 
hood of  man  and  of  man's  craving  for  sympathy,  and  for 
a  good  beyond  the  joys  of  sense,  which  bids  those  to 
whom  Providence  has  been  bountiful  and  who  feel  the 
responsibilities  of  the  stewardship  to  which  they  have 
been  called,  to  send  forth  for  the  well-being  of  their  fet 
low  men,  the  rich  streams  of  their  bounty,  directed  and 
hallowed  by  elevated  thought  and  self-forgetting  charity, 
to  cheer,  to  refresh,  to  renovate,  to  bless. 

I4^t  us  then  multiply  the  evidence  of  this  manly,  this 
christian  feeling.  Let  the  whole  field  be  made  green 
and  beautiful  by  an  irrigation,  generous  and  bountiful, 
from  these  rich  fountains  of  pecuniary  ability  and  ele- 
vated sentiment  Let  there  be  concentrated  within  the 
walls  of  our  library-edifice,  a  spot  consecrated,  not  only 
to  moral  and  mental  improvement,  but  to  the  cultiva- 
tion and  enjoyment  of  a  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and  devo- 
tion to  the  public  well-being,  many  of  the  treasures  of 
literature  and  art,  not  only  difiusing  around  the  rich  de- 
lights of  taste  and  the  valuable  accumulations  of  knowl- 
edge, but  sending  forth  constantly  and  forcibly,  the 
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teachings  which  fill  the  mind  with  thoughts  of  an  en* 
lightened  munificence  and  awaken  within  us  emotions 
of  grtititude  and  good-will." 

Our  esteemed  fellow  citizen,  who,  in  the  year  1856, 
when  the  report  from  which  we  have  quoted  was  writ- 
ten, held,  M  he  now  holds,  the  highest  oifice  in  the  gift 
of  our  people,  and  who,  as  ex-officio  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  placed  his  name  to  that  report,  gave, 
sooa  after,  a  practical  illustration  of  the  sentiments  to 
which  he  had  given  the  sanction  of  his  name  and  his 
high  official  position.  The  ^  Rowland  Fund,"  establish- 
ed by  the  Hon.  George  Rowland,  Jun.,  is  yielding  to  the  • 
library  a  yearly  income  of  about  one  hundred  dollars. 
In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  donor,  the  means 
thus  obtained  are  expended  for  such  rare  and  expensive 
publications  as  the  Trustees  have  not  felt  justified  in 
purchasing  with  the  funds  appropriated  by  the  city,  but 
which  it  is  thought  desirable  to  place  within  the  reach 
of  the  visitors  to  the  library.  A  collection  of  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  volumes  of  works  of  the  fore- 
going description  has  already  been  made,  which  will  be 
increased  as  the  means  at  our  dispbsal  will  allow.  The 
Trustees  have  not  felt  willing  to  deprive  themselves  of 
the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  their  fellow  citizens  the  ex- 
ample afforded  by  this  act  of  enlightened  liberality,  be- 
cause he  by  whom  it  was  performed  is,  as  Mayor  of  OHr 
city,  a  member  of  the  board,  and,  as  its  President,  the 
official  medium  of  comn^unication  between  them  and 
the  Council.  Not  he,  but  the  other  members  of  our  body 
are  speaking,  when  this  generous  deed  is  alluded  to,  as 
one  calling  for  the  gratitude  of  the  people,  and  worthy 
of  imitation  on  the  part  of  those,  who  with -minds  dis- 
posed to  ^  devise  liberal  things,"  have  the  means  at  their 
disposal,  to  gratify  their  liberality  and  benefit  their  fel- 
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low-men.  The  position  in  which  Mr.  Howland  stands 
to  this  report  being  fully  understood,  there  can  be  no 
impropriety  in  our  making  this  brief  recital,  or  hi  our 
expressing  the  hope  that  it  will  lead  many  others  to  imi- 
tate his  example.  In  Boston,  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  have  been  contributed  by  individuals  in  aid  of  the 
free  public  library  of  that  city — in  Charlestown,  the 
private  contributions  have  equalled  those  made  by  the 
public  for  the  same  object  —  in  Worcester,  a  rich,  en- 
lightened and  generous-hearted  citizen  has  made  a  free 
gift  to  the  city  of  a  collection  of  books  to  form  which  he 
has  devoted  the  labor  of  his  life  and  more  than  thirty- 
thousand  dollars  in  money — and  in  Springfield  private 
effort  combining  with  public  liberality'has,  within  three 
years  gathered  a  free  library  of  twelve  thousand  volumes, 
and  the  same  co-operation  is  about  to  be  invoked  with 
every  prospect  of  success,  in  the  ereoticm  of  a  building 
adapted  to  its  flourishing  condition. 

We  have  another  reason  for  calling  attention,  by  ^  way 
of  remembrance  "  to  this  **  liberal  thing  "  on  the  part  of 
our  fellow  citizen. 

The  books  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  pur- 
chased from  the  income  of  the  *^  Howland  Fund "  are 
not  only  ornamental  but  useful.  Hie  purpose  had  in 
view  by  the  generous  donor  will  not  be  subserved  if  they 
remain  unused  upon  our  shelves.  Although  now  few  in 
number,  they  embrace  a  variety  of  subjects ;  and  in  the 
td^nands  of  taste,  Uterature  .and  science,  occupy  the 
highest  places.  For  the  purpose  Of  tailing  the  attention 
of  the  visitors  to  the  library  to  these  books,  and  induc- 
ing such  a  use  of  them  as  their  great  value  and  tibe  wishes 
of  the  donor  demand,  we  shall  give  a  list  of  tfaem  in 
the  appendix  to  the  report"^    To  that  list  we  invite  «t- 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  A. 
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tention ;  and  although  the  books  are  not  fiifiluiied  in  the 
catalogue  of  oiir  circulating  volumee^the  public  may  be 
assured  tiksi  ereiy  facility  will  be  afforded  for  their  ex- 
Mmnation  and  study. 

Since  the  publication  of  our  general  iM^talogue;  six 
thousand  volumes  hare  been  added  to  the  library.  A 
complete  catalogne  is  very  desiraUe,but  the  expense  of 
a  supplement  would  be  great^  and  «uch  a  publication  k 
not  at  present  contemplated.  It  should;  however,  be 
known  that  a  manuscript  catalogue^  which,  with  the  pub- 
li^ed  volume,  embraces  all  the  books  now  belonginf^lo 
the  library,  has  been  prepared  by  the  Libiarian,  and  can 
always  bb  consulted  upon  application  to  that  officer. 
The  time  is  not  lar  distant,  when  it  will  be  fixmd  neow* 
sary  to  publ^  a  supplemeataiy  vdiime. 

Since  our  last  report^  all  oiu*  pamphlets^  abcmt  five 
thousand  in  number,  have  been  arranged  according  to 
their  sulg*ecte^  and  «  portion  of  th^m  catalogued.  In 
arrangmg  them,  boxes  have  been  pre&med  to  bonding 
as  more  conveniea:^  and  eeonomicaL  We  would  eall 
attention  to  our  coUeetion  as  rich  in  publications  of  a 
local  charaeter ;  and,  with  a  view  to  the  increase,  in  ex- 
tent and  value,  of  this  important  departm^nit,  woidd  tm- 
nestly  ask  for  it  the  co-operation  of  all  who  may  have 
it  in  their  power  to  aid  ns  in  its  enlai^gement.  13ud  nde 
followed  by  many  fnends  of  the  lihrary  k  a  good  one-~ 
to  send  to  it  any  pamphlet  which  may  oeme  in4x>  Iheir 
p08se»don.  In  this  way  thai  whidh  is  ofben  useless  and 
sometimes  an  encumbrance^  lieoomes  avaHaUe^asul  vahi» 
akle.  We  mnsider  it  at  this  tune  particsvflariy  nnporw 
tani  to  ^  stir  up  "  tbe  minds  of  our  people  to  this  sub- 
ject Tike  unusual  demand  for  waste  paper  is  bringiqg 
out  {fh>m  chest  «nid  attic  the  jgatimrings <of  years;  and 
it  is  much  to  be  feared,  :i3iat  aproper  discrimination  wfll 
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not  be  used  when  an  opportunity  is  giren  to  turn  into 
value  the  accumulation  of  the  garret  Every  pamphlet 
has  a  valiie  to  us  far  greater  than  that  put  upon  it  by 
the  paper-maker;  and  we  ardently  hope  that  nothing  of 
this  kind  will  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  wagon  of  the 
peddler.  We  would  repeat  the  remark^  that  a  greatly 
increased  value  is  placed  upon  a  pamphlet  as  soon  as  it 
becomes  the  property  of  the  library.  It  no  longer 
makes  a  part  of  the  miscellaneous  deposits  of  drawers 
and  cupboards.  It  is  marked  and  numbered,  and  arrange 
ed^th  those  of  its  kindred ;  and  from  an  article  of  rub- 
bish, isolated  and  unavailable  and  consequently  useless, 
it  takes  its  place  as  a  component  part  of  a  volume,  val- 
uable to  the  local  annalist  and  the  general  historian,  and 
a  land-mark  pointing  out  the  course  of  events,  and  the 
progress  of  human  thought  In  this  connection  we 
would  again  call  attention  to  the  subject  of  publications 
illustrative  of  the  local  history  or  typography  of  our 
city  and  its  vicinity.  In  our  last  report  we  published 
the  titles  of  all  the  Newspapers  which,  as  far  as  our 
knowledge  extends,  have  been  published  in  New  Bed- 
ford. We  renew  the  wish  then  expressed,  that  persons 
having  manuscripts,  maps,  pamphlets,  newspapers,  prints 
or  pictures  in  their  possession  of  a  local  character,  may 
be  induced  to  deposit  them  in  the  Free  Public  Library. 
They  would  not  cease  to  be  theirs  in  every  sense  in 
which  they  can  be  looked  upon  as  valuables,  by  being 
placed  where  all  might  share  in  the  pleasure  and  profit 
they  are  calculated  to  impart 

During  the  year,  for  the  first  time  since  the  cre- 
ation of  this  board,  one  of  its  members  has  been 
taken  from  us  by  death.  Isaac  C.  Tabeb,  the  Mayor 
of  our  city,  and  who,  as  such,  was  for  nearly  three 
years  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  died 
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on  >  the  tweirty-ninth  day  of  September  last  Honor- 
able alike  to  him  and  to  yourselves  have  been  the 
measures  you  have  taken  to  express  your  respect  for 
your  late  Chief  Magistrate ;  to  place  upon  the  records 
of  the  city  your  sense  of  his  eminent  public  services ; 
and  give  perpetuity  to  the  gratitude  and  regard  of  the 
people  by  giving  them  to  the  keeping  of  the  enduring 
monument  you  have  placed  upon  his  grave.  Hb  labors 
for  the  library  made  a  part  of  these  services  you  have 
recognized  and  perpetuated.  Your  appropriate  and  com- 
prehensive action  leaves  nothing  for  us  to  perform^  or 
desire.  We  have  placed  upoQ  our  records  the  deep  feel- 
ings of  solemnity  and  regret^  called  forth  by  the  death 
of  our  coUeaguCi  and  would  bear  our  united  testimony 
to  the  unfailing  courtesy  and  ability  with  which  he  pre- 
sided at  the  meetings  of  our  board,  and  to  the  deep  in- 
terest he  always  manifested  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
Hbrary.* 

We  would  again  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of 
warming  the  library  building.  We  remain  of  the  opin- 
ion, that  a  different  arrangement  for  this  purpose  is  d|e- 
manded  for  comfort,  convenience,  and  economy. 

We  close  with  a  list  of  the  donations  with  which  we 
have  been  favored  during  the  year.  It  is  the  longest  if 
not  the  most  valuable  we  have  published.  This  evi- 
dence of  the  increase  of  the  number  of  our  benefactors 
is  highly  gratifying ;  and  in  communicating  our  thanks 
to  those  who  have  thus  given  evidence  of  their  interest 
in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  People's  Library^ 
we  would  express  the  hope  that  our  future  reports  may 
make  it  manifest  to  the  public,  that  our  favorite  institu- 
tion is  constantly  increasing  in  the  regards  of  the  friends 
of  literature  and  knowledge. 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  B. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


16 


CITY  DOCUMENT  No.  7.  Janiwf, 

DONATIONS.— BOOKS  AND  JPAMPHLJETSL 

VolnmM.         ramphlfli. 
Boimd.  Unbound. 


American  Antiqiiariaii  Societj:, 

American  Philosophical  Sodetj, 

Anthony,  EdKnanOt 

Anthony,  R.  C., 

Bache,  A.  D.,  Sopt.  XJ.  S.  Coast  Surrey, 

Barnard,  Henry, 

Bible  Society, 

Boston  City  library^ 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  ffistory, 

Bravtoa,  David, 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Butler,  Rev.  James  D.. 

Ofaarlestown  RiUic  lihraryi 

City  of  Providence, 

CltfTbrd,  John  H., 

Congdon,  James  B., 

Cov€41,  Joseph, 

Crapo,  Wm.  W., 

Cummings,  Arial  J.. 

DartaioQth  Co]|e»e^ 

Dawson,  Henry  B., 

Dexter,  Fraak  B., 

Djirfe^  Wm.  F.,  9 

Eliot,  Thomas  D.,  3$ 

FalJIUver  PuWic  Mbi5vy, 

Fisher,  Wm.  Logan, 

Goodwin,  Nathaniel, 

Coodwin,  Wm.  F., 

Gould,  I 

X^en,Thonas.A, 

Harvard  College, 

llowland,  ^leorge,  Jr.,  4f 

Kent,  Gewjge  A., 

Leonard,  Itoratio, 

I-*ranr  CwnMoK,  PWlxtelrMa, 

Xiowell  City  Library,  1 

Maokie,  Andrew,  jfir., 

Mercantae  Library  Company,  F]u]a4elphia,  I 

Monssey,  John,  ^^ 

gowburyport  PnbUc  Library, 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association* 

Wew  York  StatB^, 

Pahner,  Thomas  fl. 

Parsons,  Israel  F., 

Paraons,  Themal^ 

P^body  Institute,  Danvers. 

Pebw,  Beaj.  W., 

Phf^  AbnerJ^ 

Providence  Athenaeum,  \ 

XeOmod  Lftnvy,  Newport 

Beed,B.F.,  ^^ 

Bodman,  Edmund, 

Bodman,  Samuel,  1 

Smithsonian  Listitution,  I 
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OONAHONS.— BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS— CONTINUED. 


VoliuBes. 

FnBphkts. 

Bound. 

Unbound. 

«tate  of  MMadiiuetts, 

2 

«tate  of  Rhode  Uand, 

1 

Samner,  Charles, 

2 

11    - 

Taber,  Isaac  C, 

1 

C 

Thomas,  Rev.  Moses  G., 

1 

United  States  Goyemment, 

:S7 

War  Dewtment, 
Wilier,  B., 
Winthrop,  R.;lC., 
WoodjienryT., 
Wood,  Jdhn  W., 

2 

1 

3 

3 

^ 

1 

1 

Worcester  Public  Libnyy, 

1 

YooDg  Men's  Association,  Buffalo, 

1 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Assodation, 

I^ttslmrg, 

1 

MAPS,  PICTURES,  &c. 

Akin  &  Allen, — Camp  Meeting  Herald. 

Bonnej,  J.  S.,— Fiye-DoUar  Confederate  Not«. 

Clark,  H.  B.,^-Map  of  the  Approaches  to  Richmond. 

Congdon,  James  B., — Maporl^ew  Bedford,  Snnreyed  and  Drawn  by  Jos. 
Congdon,  Bost,  1834 ;  Plan  of  New  Bedford,  by  £.  Thompson,  1847 ; 
Plan  of  New  Bedford,  from  Original  Suryevs,  by  J.  C.  Sidney,  Phil., 
1850 ;  Map  of  New  Bedford  and  I'airhayen,  by  R.  6.  Ingrahaiii,  1867 ; 
Map  of  Bristol  County,  1851 ;  Map  of  the  Union,  1859 ;  Colton's  New 
Illustrated  Uvp  of  the  World,  1859.  Ensrayinss :— View  of  New  Bed- 
ford from  Fort  Phoenix ;  New  Bedford  Fifty  lears  since.  Painted  by 
Wm.A.Wall.  LitL  by  Endicott  &  Ca,  N.  Y.  Pub.  by  C.  Taber  &  Ca, 
1851 ;  View  of  the  Stone  Fleet,  which  sailed  fit>m  New  Bedford,  Noy. 
16, 1861.  Drawn  by  Bern.  RusselL  Lith.  L.  Pranye  &  Ca,  Boston ;  New 
Bedford  as  seen  from  Fairhayen.  Drawn  by  J.  W.  Hill.  Pub.  by  Smith, 
Bros.  &  Co.,  N.  Y.,  1858. 

Taber,  Charles,— Engraying,  Framed:  Priyate  Signals  of  the  WhalinffYes- 
selfl,  &c.,  bebnging  to  the  Port  of  New  Bedford.  Pub.  by  C.  Taber 
&  Co.,  1857. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sabmitted. 

George  Rowland,  Jr.,  ' 
John  EL  Perrt, 
Wabben  Ladp, 
Henry  T.  Wood, 
William  G.  Baker, 
James  B.  Conodon, 

Nkw  Bedford,  Jan.  1, 1868. 


Trustees. 
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Uwt  of  Publications  purchased  with  the  income  of  the 
Rowland  Fund. 

Svna  die  BdIj  Land  and  Aaa  Minor  SlusfcraUdd.    With  Descriptiona  of  the 

'  Fla^  br  J.  Canye.    London,  1842.  3  v.  4». 
GaDerj  of  Pictures  hy  the  First  Masters  of  the  English  and  Foreign 

Schods;  with  Bioc.  and  Critical  Dissertations,  by  A.  Cunningham. 

London,  n.  d.  2  y.  ^. 
niostrations  of  the  Passes  of  the  Alps.  By  W.  Brockedon.   London,  1827-29. 

2t.4^ 
Cluna,  in  a  Series  of  Yi^ws,  IXsplaying  the.Scenery,  Architecture,  and  Social 

Habits,  of  that  Ancient  Empire.    Drawn  by  T.  Allom ;  with  Hbt.  and 

Descriptiye  Notices  by  6.  N.  Wright    Lond.  n.  d.  4  v.  4^ 
National  GaUery  of  Pictures,  by  the  Qreat  Masters.    Lond.  n.  d.  4^ 
Ireland :  its  Scenery,  Character,  &c.    By  Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  C.  Hall.    Lond.  n.  d. 

8  V.  roy.  8®. 
The  Mansions  of  England.    From  Drawings  by  J.  P.  Neale.    Lond.  1847. 

2  V.  4°. 
Turning  and  Mechanical  Manipulation.    By  C.  Holtzapffel.    Lond.  1847-52. 

8t.  8<>. 
City  and  Suburban  Architecture.    By  S.  Sloan.    Phil.  1859.  4^ 
Contributions  to  the  Natural  History  of  the  United  States  of  America.    By 

L.  Agassiz.    Vols.  1-4.    Best.  1857-62.  4°. 
Chapel  and  Church  Architecture ;  with  Designs  for  Parsonages.  *  By  G.  Bow- 
ler.   Best  1850.  Folia 
The  Practical  Draughtsman's  Book  of  Industrial  Design.   New  York,  1857.  4<>. 
Niles's  Weekly  Begistor.  Vols.  1-75.   Index  to  vpfe.  1-12.  Baltimore,  1811-49. 

76  V.  8^  and  4°. 
£ncyck>pedia  Britannica.    Eighth  Edition.    Edinburgh,  1852-60.  21  v.  4^ 

Dbash  <a  His  Honor,  Isaac  C.  Taber,  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  New  Bedford. 

[  JVvm  (he  B/^eotds  of  the  Board  of  Tru8te€9  of  the  Free  Public  JJbrary.'] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary, October  4th,  1862,  James  B.  Congdon  addressed 
the  Board  as  follows : 

•*  The  Mayor  of  our  City  is  dead. 

Isaac  Congdon  Taber,  who,  for  nearly  three  years. has  been  the  Chief  Mag- 
istrate of  our  city,  and  as  such,  the  President  of  this  body,  was  yesterday 
conveyed  to  his  final  resting  place. 

The  City  Council,  by  their  action  at  their  last  meeting,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  by  their  deep  sympathy  and  almost  universal  attendance  at  his 
funeral,  have  paid  a  high  and  heartfelt  tribute  to  the  ability,  integrity  and 
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urbaoitj  with  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office,  among  which  were 
those  of  acting  as  an  associate  of  this  body,  and  of  presiding  at  its  meetings. 

Uniting  as  we  do  in  sentiment  and  feeling  with  these  proceedings  and  de- 
monstrations, we  desire  to  take  no  formal  action  in  relation  to  the  decease  of 
oar  colleague ;  bat  by  putting  thb  declaration  upon  our  records,  pay  a  just 
and  fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  respected  and  lamented  associate." 


Proceedings  of  the  Citt  Council  on  the  occasion  of  the 
DEATH  OF  His  Honor^  Isaac  C.  Taber. 

The  following  proceedings  were  had  at  a  meeting  of 
the  City  Council,  Sept.  30, 1862 : 

Whereas  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  remove  by  death  His  Honor, 
Isaac  C.  Taber,  late  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford :  Be  it  therefore 
BesoWed  by  the  City  Council, 

That  the  event  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  great  public  calamity,  occasioning  an 
irreparable  public  loss ;  that  knowing  the  late  Mayor's  wonderful  administra- 
tive ability,  his  accuracy  of  judgment,  his  fidelity  to  duty,  and  his  patience 
of  labor,  his  associates  in  the  City  Government  folly  appreciate  the  magni- 
tude of  this  loss ;  while  remembering  the  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness  of 
the  deceased,  his  respect  for  the  opinions  and  his  regard  for  the  feelings  of 
others,  they  keenly  feel  his  death  as  a  personal  as  well  as  a  public  bereave- 
ment 

Resolved ;  That  during  his  incumbency  ofoffice,  the  late  Mayor  exhibited 
a  rare  devotion  to  duty,  and  since  the  out-break  of  the  rebellion,  giving  to 
the  city  all  his  time  and  his  best  energies ;  vigilant  of  the  interests  of  the  pulb- 
lic,  to  which  he  sacrificed  every  personal  consideration,  he  cheerfully  perform- 
ed the  most  exhausting  labor ;  with  unselfish  patriotism  he  toiled  day  and 
night  to  &cilitate  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  the  country ; 
and  full  of  generous  impulses,  he  was  unremitting  in  his  kindness  to  the 
soldier,  andrwas  the  friend  and  guardian  of  the  soldier's  wife  and  children. 

Resolved ;  That  the  members  of  the  City  Council,  desirous  of  expressing 
their  sense  of  the  loss  they  have  sustained,  and  their  respect  for  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  will  go  into  mourning  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

Resolved ;  That  the  City  Government  tender  to  the  family  of  their  late 
associate  and  friend  their  warmest  sj^mpathy  in  this  great  sorrow ;  and  that 
the  City  Clerk  is  hereby  instructed  to  forward  to  the  family  an  attested  copy 
of  these  resolves. 

Ordered,  That  a  Joint  Special  Committee  of  one  member  from  this  Board 
with  such  as  the  Conmion  Council  may  join,  be  appointed  to  make  all  neces- 
sary arrangements  for  the  funeral  ceremonies  of  our  late  Mayor. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council  October  23, 1862, 

Ordered,  That  two  members  of  this  body  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men may  join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  measures  for  placing  on  the  grave  of 
our  late  Mayor^  His  Honor  Isaac  C.  Taber,  a  suitable  monument  with  appro- 
priate inscriptions. 

October  28, 1862. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  late  Mayor,  His  Honor  Isaac  C.  Taber, 
be  continued  to  the  close  of  the  present  Municipal  year. 


MONUMENT. 

The  Monument  erected  bj  the  City  over  the  remains 
of  Mayor  Taber  consists  of  a  white  marble  block  with 
suitable  base  and  cornice.  On  the  front  is  cut  a  shield, 
under  which  are  the  dates  of  birth  and  death,  the  name 
following  cut  upon  the  marble  in  raised  letters.  The 
following  are  the  inscriptions : 

[Fbont.] 

Born  February  18,  1815. 

Died  September^  29,  1862^ 

MAAC  C.  TABER 

[North  Side.] 

Mfaiyor 

of 

New  Bedford- 

from  Jan'y.  1,  1860  to  the  day 

of  his  death. 

[South  Side.] 

Erected 

by  the 

City  of  New  Bedford. 

[East  Side.] 

"  Rich  in  love  ^ 

And  sweet  humanity,  he  was  himself  beloved.*^ 

The  design  and  proportions  of  this  Monument  are 
perfect.  Nothing  more  beautiful  or  appropriate  has 
ever  been  erected  in  a  New  Bedford  Cemetery.  It  is 
honorable  to  the  dead,  it  does  honor  to  the  city. 
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TRUSTEES  OF  THE  FREE  PUBUC  LIBRARY 
From  1852  to  1863  ihclusive. 

There  are  six  Trustees  —  the  Mayor,  the  President  of 
the  Common  Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and  three  chosen 
by  the  City  Council  at  large. 

In  the  following  list  of  Trustees,  the  arrangement  of 
the  names  corresponds  with  the  order  in  which  the  offi- 
cers are  mentioned  in  the  above  paragrapL 

1852. 

William  J.  Kotcb^  Abner  J.  Fhipps, 

Matthew  Rowland,  James  B.  Cong^en, 

Henry  H.  Crape,  Simpson  Hart 

1853. 
Rodney  French,  Abner  J.  Phipps, 

Matthew  Howland,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Isaac  C.  Taber,  Simpson  Hart. 

1854. 
Rodney  French,  Abner  J.  Phipps, 

Thomas  Wilcox,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Isaac  C.  Taber,  Simpson  Hart 

1856. 
Oeorge  Howland,  Jr.,  Abner  J.  Phipps, 

John  W.  Nickerson,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Cranston  Wilcox,  Simpson  Hart. 

1856. 
Oeorge  Howland,  Jr.,  Simpson  Hart, 

Abner  J.  Phipps,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Charles  Almy,  George  H.  Dunbar. 

1857. 
Oeorge  H.  Dunbar,  Simpson  Hart, 

•     Warren  Ladd,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Henry  T.  Wood,  Charles  Almy. 

1858. 
Oeorge  H.  Dunbar,  Abner  J.  Phipps, 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  Simpson  Har^ 

Henry  T.  Wood,  Charles  R.  Tucker.- 
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1859. 
Willard  Nye,  Abner  J.  Phippsi 

Nathan  C.  Hammett,  George  Howland,  Jr., 

Henry  T.  Wood,  Simpson  Hart 

1860.  * 

Isaac  C.  Taber,  Warren  Ladd, 

Nathan  C.  Hammett,  Simpson  Hart, 

Joseph  W.  Cornell,  Abner  J.  Phipps. 

1861. 
Isaac  C.  Taber,  James  B.  Congdon, 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  George  H.  Dunbar, 

Warren  Ladd,  Henry  T.  Wood. 

.      1862. 
Isaac  C.  Taber,  Henry  T.  Wood, 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Warren  I^dd,  William  G.  Baker. 

The  Mayor  died  Sept.  29, 1862.    For  the  remainder  of  the 
year  the  Board  was  constituted  as  follows  : 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  Henry  T.  Wood, 

John  H.  Perry,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Warren  Ladd,  William  G.  Baker. 

1863. 
George  Howland,  Jr.,  Joshua  C.  Stone, 

William  G.  Taber,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Warren  Ladd,  Charles  H.  Pierce. 
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CiTT  OP  New  Bbdpoed,         ^ 
Is  BoABD  OF  ALDEBMiof,  Feb.  11|  1864.  y 


Accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    Sent  down  for  con- 
currence. 

Henbt  T.  Leonabd,  Oity  Olerk. 


Concurred. 


In  Common  Council,  Feb.  11, 1864. 
Wm.  a.  Chubch,  Clerk. 
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OFFIOEBS  OF  THE  FREE  FUBIIG  UBBABT, 

FOB  THE  YEAR  1864. 


TRTTBTEBS. 

His  Honor,  GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jb^  Mayor  of  tiie  Oily. 
HENBY  J.  TAYLOR,  Esq.,  President  of  tiie  Common 

OotmciL 
WARREN  LADD,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standing 

Committee  on  Pablio  Instmction. 
JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  Esq., 
JOSHUA  C.  STONE,  Esq.,       }  at  large. 
CHARLES  H.  PIERCE,  Esq., 


'  {  at; 


ON  THE  UBSABT. 

GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jb.,    JAMES  B.  CONGDON, 
JOSHUA  C.  STONE. 

BuxLDnro. 

WARREN  LADD,  HENRY  J.  TAYLOR, 

CHARLES  H.  PiEROB. 

AOO017I7TS. 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON,       WABRBN  LADD, 
CHARLES  H.  PIERCE. 

T.TBKAKTATT. 

ROBERT  C.  INGRAHAM. 

ASSISTANT  UBBABIAN. 

MARIA  A.  PIERCE. 
JOHN  W.  WILUAMS. 
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DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1863. 


Donors.  *  YolumeB.  Pamphlets. 

Bound.  Unbound. 

Akin,  Ebenezer 1 

Almy,  Charles 6 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 2 

American  Philosophical  Society, 2 

Anthony,  Edmund 8 

Bache,  A.  D.  Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Surrey,  •  1 

Bartiett,  J.R 1 

Boston  City  Library, 1 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane 1 

Butler,  ReT.  James • 4               36 

BeauYais,  J.  Arthur 1 

Charlestown  Public  Library, I  1 

City  of  Providence, 1 

Cadwell,  WilliamP.S 1 

Committee  on  the  Celebration  of  the  4th  of  July  in 

New  York, 1 

Congdon,  JamesB.. 10  53 

Congdon,  Charles 3 

Coffin,  Mrs.  Sarah 2  1                71 

Dennison,  T.  B 1  1 

Detroit  Young  Mens'  Society, 1 

Dexter,  Prank  B 1 

EUot,  Thomas  D 12  6                 4 

Fall  Riyer  Public  Library, 1 

Haggor,  Af  zL»  Jr. .••..••..•••.••••••..••.•.••  1 

Harvard  College, S 

Howland,  George,  Jr 1 

Hyman,  Mrs.  Eva 1  1 

Kempton,  Horatio  A 2 

Kempton,  H.  G.  and  Taber,  Wm.  G 58  2                 2 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia 1 

Mandell,  Thomas 1 

•  Mercantile  Library  Association,  Cincinnati, 1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York, 2 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Philadelphia, .  • . .  1 

Newburyport  Public  Library, .  •* 1 

New  York  State  Library, 1  6 

Peabody  Institute,  Soutii  Danyers,  Mass 1 

Phipps,  Abner  J 1  7 

Portland  Society  of  Natural  History, 1 

Providence  Atheneeum, 1 

Redwood  Library  and  Athenaeum,  Newport, 3 

Bensseleer  Polytechnic  Institute,  Troy,  N.  Y 1 

Ritchie,  Edward  S..« 1 

Sibley,  John  Langdon 1 

Society  for  the  Relief  of  Aged  and  Destitute  Cler- 
gymen,   1 

Stowe,  Rev.  Timothy 1  2               45 

Sumner,  Charles 10  l 

Taber,  William  G.  (see  Kempton.) 

Taber,  Charles,  &  Co 2 

Taber,  Mrs.  Isaac  C 18 

Taber,  William  C 2 

Taber,  William*  C.  Jr u 

Thomson,  John  H • 2                 1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1864.        TRUSTEES*  REPORT.  5 

DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1863, 

(CONTINUED.) 

Donon.  Yolmnes.         Funphlete. 

Bound.  Unbdond. 

Thornton,  John R 125           44  149 

1 

Tryon,  G.W.J 1 

United  States,  Department  of  the  Interior 86 

Willey,  H 2  1 

Worcester  Free PublicLibrary, • 1 

Yoong  Men's  Association,  BnfEiEdo, 1 

Young   Men's  Mercantile   Library  Association, 

Pittsburg, 1 

NBWSPAFKRS. 

Crapo,  William  W.,  New  Bedford  Medley,  42  numbers,  1793-4. 
Green,  Thomas  A.,  Anti-Slayery  Standard,  1860-1861. 
Sherman,  Pliny  B.,  The  Mayflower,  I860. 
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REPORT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen^  and  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  New  Bedford : 

Geh TLfiiCBN :— By  the  5th  Section  of  the  "Ordinance  for 
the  establishment  and  governpaent  of  a  Free  Fobllc  Library" 
it  is  provided,  that  ^^the  Trustees  shall  annnallj  lay  before 
the  City  Conncil,  a  detailed  report  of  their  doings  and  of 
the  condition  of  the  Library/' 

The  Tmstees  for  the  year  1863,  in  accordance  with  this 
provision  of  the  Ordinance,  now  have  the  honor  to  lay  before 
yon  the  Twelfth  Anniial  Report  of  the  Institution. 

The  history  of  the  year  now  about  to  close,  like  all  which 
have  preceded  it,  is  one  of  progress.  While  no  event  of  an 
unusual  character  has  marked  the  proceedings  and  opera- 
tions of  the  year,  the  statistics  of  the  library  set  forth  the 
interesting  and  gratifying  fitcts,  that  more  books  have  been 
taken  irom  our  shelves  than  during  any  year  since  its  estab- 
lishment. 

The  whole  number  of  books  taken  from  the  library  during 
the  year  is  thirty-teven  ih&asani  two  kmdred  and  sixty-one; 
makii^  a  daily  average  of  one  kmdred  and  nineteen. 

The  number  of  cards  issued  np  to  this  date  is  Jhe  thousand 
seeen  kmdred  and  one,  showing  an  increase  for  the  year  of 
^  hundred  and  fwenty-fiwr. 

We  number,  at  this  time  upon  our  shelves,  nearly  seventeen 
fJumand  volumes,  of  which  number  there  have  been  added  the 
last  year  about  eight  hundred. 

It  will  be  seea  by  the  Itetofdottaitt<nisirlnch makes  apart 
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of  this  report;  that  there  has  been  no  diminution  in  the 
number  of  our  benefactors.  Every  year  the  friends  of  the 
library  add  to  its  value  by  their  donations,  and  this,  of  itself, 
is  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  thanks,  and  honorable  notice  to 
our  numerous  benefactors.  But  it  does  not  convey  a  just 
idea  of  the  sentiments  of  the  managers  or  of  the  value  of 
these  donations.  Every  such  gift  bears  upon  itself  a  value 
which  cannot  be  measured  by  money.  It  sets  forth  the  grati- 
fying and  encouraging  fact,  that  there  are  those  in  our  own 
city  and  elsewhere  who  look  with  interest  and  hopefulness 
upon  this  effort  to  educate  and  inform  the  public  mind.  This 
strengthens  the  conviction  that  the  work  which  we  are  en- 
gaged in  is  a  good  one,  and  animates  those  engaged  in  it  to 
increased  effort.  " 

In  estimating  the  importance  of  our  Free  Public  Library 
•as  an  educator  of  the  public  mind,  we  must  not  confine  our 
inquiries  to  the  statistics  we  have  laid  before  you  of  books 
taken  by  our  citizens.  The  number  of  those  who  visit  it  to 
consult,  but  not  to  remove,  our  books,  is  large  and  increas- 
ing. As  the  library  increases  in  size  and  importance,  it  at- 
tracts to  itself  the  dwellers  in  a  circle  which  is  every  year 
enlarging,  and  which,  at  this  time,  embraces  a  much  wider 
extent  than  the  territory  covered  by  our  city.  We  record 
this  as  an  interesting  feature  in  the  present  position  of  the 
institution.  We  regard  with  much  favor  a  fact  so  honorable 
to  our  city  and  so  full  of  encouragement  to  all  the  friends 
of  an  enlightened  culture.  It  bears  testimony  to  the  high 
position  which  the  library  has  already  attained,  and  confers 
an  honorable  distinction  upon  those  efforts,  municipal  and 
private,  which  have  given  existance  to,  and  sustained  with 
liberality  and  success,  this  wide  spreading  and  elevating  cen- 
tre of  useful  knowledge  and  elevating  ei^joyment.  We  would 
mention  this  extension  of  the  usefulness  of  our  institution, 
to  approve  of  and  encourage  it.  This  is  an  influence  for 
good  which 

<<  Bpieadi  imdiTided«  oporates  imfpent." 
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We  cannot  allow  to  those  who  are  not  residents  among  us 
the  use  of  our  books  at  their  homes ;  but  we  can  permit  all 
who  are  in  pursuit  of  knowledge  not  dwellers  within  our 
borders;  as  well  as  to  those  who  are,  that  access  to  our 
stores  which  is  often  all  that  is  desired  by  the  scholar  or 
those  whose  pursuits  lead  them  to  the  examination  of  rare 
and  valuable  books. 

In  the  tenth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  is 
stated,  that  ^'it  should  be  understood  that  this  Library  of 
Documents,"  (having  reference  to  the  Public  Documents  re- 
ceived by  us  as  the  Congressional  depository)  is  placed  with 
us  for  the  use  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Congressional 
District.  It  is  open  to  them  all,  and  they  are  all  respect- 
fully invited  to  avail  themselves  of  its  contents  at  any  time 
they  may  wish  to  consult  them.  They  are  also  free,  for  the 
purposes  of  consultation,  to  the  inhabitants  of  our  neighbor- 
ing towns  and  cities. 

We  would  so  far  enlarge  the  application  of  this  invitation, 
as  to  allow  it  to  embrace  all  who  may  desire  to  visit  our 
library  in  pursuit  of  knowledge  and  all  the  books  which 
it  contains.  With  a  view  to  the  extension  of  its  usefulness, 
and  the  enlargement  of  the  number  of  those  who  would  take 
an  interest  in  its  prosperity,  we  would  welcome  to  our 
rooms  all  who  would  seek  them  for  the  information  which 
the  books  upon  our  shelves  may  contain.  In  doing  this  we 
are  but  following  the  example  of  the  managers  of  all  large 
and  valuable  collections  of  books, — ^the  Harvard,  the  Athe- 
naeum, the  Astor,  and  all  the  other  libraries  whose  size  and 
character  render  them  illuminating  centres  of  wide  and  ever 
widening  circles.  Occupying,  in  comparison  with  these  vast 
repositories  of  knowledge  and  learning,  but  a  humble  posi- 
tion, we  would  imitate  the  enlightened  liberality  which  leads 
them  to  open  their  doors  to  all  who  may  desire  to  profit  by 
their  rich  and  varied  accumulations.  Our  catalogues  will 
inform  them  of  the  contents  of  our  shelves,  and  the  informa- 
tion of  our  gifted  librarian,  accurate  and  extensive,  will 
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always  be  found  available  and  at  the  service  of  any  lover  of 
learning  and  seeker  after  knowledge. 

As  the  accumulations  of  the  library  increase,  and  the  means 
of  local  information  are  multiplied,  it  has  appeared  to  the 
Trustees  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  give  form  and 
permanence  to  our  local  history.  The  time  has  come  for  us 
to  secure  what  remains  to  us  of  the  annals  of  this  portion 
of  our  beloved  Commonwealth. 

It  is  among  the  permanent  duties  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  to  collect  and  arrange  all  the  informa- 
tion which  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  obtain,  bearing  any 
relation  to  the  history  and  growth  of  this  city,  and  of  the 
other  municipalities  which  once  constituted  the  old  town  of 
Dartmouth.  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty  they  have  repeat- 
edly invited  donations  of  books,  pamphlets,  newspapers, 
manuscripts  and  pictures  bearing  upon  this  subject.  During 
the  three  years  last  past,  the  progress  that  has  been  made 
in  this  direction  has  been  in  a  high  degree  successful.  Every 
year  adds  to  our  stock;  and  now,  in  making  as  we  most 
earnestly  do,  another  appeal  to  all  who  have  it  in  their 
power  to  aid  us  in  this  respect,  we  do  so,  not  because  we 
have  accomplished  so  little,  but  because  we  have  accom- 
plished so  much,  in  the  effort  which  we  have  made  to  gather 
together  the  finishing  materials  of  our  local  history. 

But  they  are  materials  only.  To  give  them  such  "forms 
and  features "  as  will  strike  out  from  them  the  light  and 
warmth  they  are  calculated  to  impart,  they  must  be  carefully 
examined,  and  by  the  aid  of  an  enlightened  industry  ana- 
lyzed and  reproduced.  The  movement  which  has  been  inau- 
gurated by  the  City  Council  and  partially  accomplished  is 
in  the  right  direction,  but  is  far  too  restricted  in  its  object 
to  satisfy  the  want  which  exists  for  a  full  and  satisfactory 
history  of  that  portion  of  the  Commonwealth  which  was  for- 
merly embraced  within  the  boundary  lines  of  the  town  of 
Dartmouth. 

Impressed  with  the  importanoe  of  this  subject,  and  be- 
lieving that  the  time  has  come  when  from  the  materials  now 
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within  our  reach,  the  long  desired  and  too  long  neglected 
work  may  be  accomplished,  the  Trustees  would,  with  as  much 
of  formality  and  earnestness  as  is  consistent  with  their 
position,  commend  the  undertaking  to  their  successors  in 
office,  and  ask  for  it  the  countenance  and  support  of  the  City 
Government.  Something  has  already  been  done  in  this  di- 
rection, but  much  remains  to  be  accomplished.  There  is 
much  traditionary  lore,  rapidly  passing  away,  to  be  gathered 
and  preserved ;  many  records,  decaying  unregarded,  to  be 
saved  from  destruction. 

There  are,  in  our  view,  considerations  of  duty,  as  well  as 
of  profit  and  enjoyment,  connected  with  an  undertaking  to 
gather  up  and  reproduce  the  facts  of  our  past  history.  We 
owe  a  debt  to  those  who  first  opened  our  soil  to  the  light  of 
civilization  and  Christianity,  which  can  be  met,  only,  by 
gathering  and  preserving  all  the  facts  which  remain  within 
our  reach  connected  with  them  and  their  laborious  and  self- 
denying  labors. 

"  Two  hundred  years  ago  "  the  town  of  Dartmouth  was 
incorporated.  Its  history  remains  unwritten.  The  town 
has  been  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  its  records.  Time  has 
been  aided  in  the  work  of  destruction  by  fire  and  neglect. 
What  remains  of  official.  Corporate  or  of  individual  history 
should  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  accident  or  time. 

All  that  may  be  accomplished  by  our  investigations  into 
the  early  history  of  Dartmouth,  will  aid  in  the  work  of  pre- 
paring the  annals  of  each  of  the  towns  into  which  the  orig- 
inal territory  has  been  divided.  Westport,  Dartmouth,  New 
Bedford,  Pairhaven  and  Acushnet,  have  each  a  local  history, 
a  reliable  recital  of  which  must  have  for  a  foundation  a  full 
and  faithful  history  of  the  parent  town. 

As  accessory  to  this,  and  as  an  event  interesting  to  all 
who  have  been  bom,  and  to  all  who  may  have  lived  upon  the 
soil  of  that  ancient  town,  the  Trustees  would  recommend 
that  measures  be  taken  to  notice  in  a  suitable  manner  the 
twO'hundredth  anniversary  of  the  municipal  existence  of  the 
town  of  Dartmouth. 
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It  was  in  the  year  1664  that  the  records  of  the  Plymouth 
Colony  first  recognized  the  town  of  Dartmouth  as  a  con- 
stituent portion  of  that  goyernment.  Then,  it  is  believed, 
for  the  first  time  was  it  represented  in  the  General  Court  at 
Plymouth,  and  was  held  to  the  performance  of  those  duties 
and  secured  in  the  possession  of  those  rights  which  are  un- 
derstood to  belong  to  regularly  constituted  municipal  bodies. 

That  it  was  in  1664  that  Dartmouth  became  a  township 
appears  from  the  following  extract  from  the  records  of  the 
Plymouth  Colony. 

^^  1664  June.  At  this  Court,  all  that  tract  of  land  com- 
monly called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Acushena,  Panagan- 
sett,  and  Coaksett,  is  allowed  by  the  Court  to  be  a  town- 
ship, and  the  inhabitants  thereof  have  liberty  to  make  such 
orders  as  may  conduce  to  their  common  good  in  town  con- 
cernments, and  that  the  said  town  be  henceforth  called  and 
.  known  by  the  name  of  Dartmouth." — 4th  Book  Court  Or* 
ders,  p.  72. 

For  more  than  one  hundred  years,  the  history  of  that 
town  was  our  history.  Those  events  so  important  and  in* 
teresting,  the  war  with  Philip  of  Mount  Hope  and  the  war 
of  the  American  Revolution,  were  both  included  in  the  period 
which  intervenes  between  the  settlement  of  Dartmouth  and 
the  separation  of  New  Bedford  from  the  mother  town. 
How  little  is  known  to  us  of  the  events  of  that  period !  Pew 
of  our  enlightened  and  wealthy  inhabitants,  when  they  gave 
of  their  abundance  to  save  from  starvation  the  perishing 
people  of  Ireland,  were  aware  of  the  fact,  that  after  that 
desolating  struggle  with  the  Indians,  the  famishing  inhabi- 
tants of  Dartmouth  shared  in  the  contribution  which  the 
open  hearted  and  open  handed  Irishmen  sent  across  the 
Atlantic  to  their  relief;  and  who  is  there  among  us,  who 
would  not  like  to  hear  with  more  minuteness  of  detail  than 
has  yet  been  allowed,  the  story  of  those,  who,  for  con- 
science, sake  first  established  themselves  upon  our  soil,  and 
first  entered  upon  that  peculiar  enterprise  which  has  given 
us  our  distinctive  position  and  our  wealth ;  and  more  of  that 
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diBastroQS  conflagration,  which;  kindled  by  the  orders  of  a 
British  General  commanding  an  army  of  three  thousand 
men,  involved  the  houses,  stores,  and  shipping  of  ''  Bedford 
in  Dartmouth,''  in  one  common  ruin  ? 

Who  is  there  who  has  not  read  and  wept  over  the  story 
of  Evangeline  ?    That  story  of  those,  who, 

'<  In  the  Acadian  land,  on  the  shores  of  the  Basin  of  Minas, 

«  Dwelt  together  in  loye  these  simple  Acadian  farmers, — 

**  Dwelt  in  the  loye  of  Qod  and  man.    Alike  were  thej  free  from 

•*  Fear»  that  reigns  with  the  tyrant,  and  enyj,  the  vice  of  republics." 

With  this  mournful  and  disgraceful  history  of  the  banish- 
ment of  the  neutral  French  from  Nova  Scotia  we  are  con- 
nected  by  the  feu^t,  that  when  their  unmerciful  dispersion 
through  the  colonies  took  place,  a  portion  of  them  were 
brought  to  the  shores  of  the  Acushnet,  were  received,  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  vote  of  the  town,  by  the  authorities  of 
Dartmouth,  and  found  a  resting  place  upon  a  portion  of  our 
territory. 

We  cannot  believe  that  in  presenting  these  thoughts  and 
recommending  such  a  course  of  action,  the  Trustees  of  the 
Free  Public  LH)rary  are  departing  from  the  line  of  duty 
marked  out  by  their  oflScial  obligations. 

That  enlightened  liberality  which  projected  and  estab- 
lished our  favorite  Institution,  took  a  comprehensive  view  of 
the  work  of  education,  and  saw  in  every  instrumentality  that 
was  calculated  to  elevate  and  instruct,  a  means  of  promot- 
ing the  welfare  and  the  happiness  of  the  people.  The  ruling 
idea  in  the  minds  of  those  men  who  were  prominent  in  the 
work,  was,  that  the  library  should  be  considered  as  a  part 
and  as  the  complement  of  our  free  school  system.  This  idea 
has  never  been  and  never  should  be  lost  sight  of.  The 
Oouncil  and  those  by  that  body  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  library,  have  ever  kept  in  view  this  fundamental 
principle. 

With  this  fact  before  us,  how  clearly  does  it  appear,  that 
the  work  of  giving  to  the  people  the  history  of  our  own  mu- 
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nicipality;  and  of  that  of  which  for  more  than  a  century  we 
formed  a  part,  is  in  harmony  with  the  design  of  our  Institu- 
tion, and  calculated  to  aid  in  the  effort  to  extend  to  all  the 
advantages  of  a  more  enlightened  culture  than  the  restricted 
sphere  of  the  school  will  allow. 

We  teach  in  our  schools  the  histories  of  Greece  and  of 
Rome,  and  of  all  the  modem  nations  into  which  the  world 
is  divided.  None  will  dispute  the  propriety  of  giving  such 
instruction  to  the  children  and  youth  of  our  city.  But  that 
man  has  but  an  imperfect  idea  of  the  purposes  of  history 
who  gives  no  place  in  his  thought  to  the  annals  of  the  com- 
munity  to  which  he  belongs.  A  familiar  knowledge  of  the 
geography  of  China  would  hardly  compensate  for  an  utter 
ignorance  of  that  of  our  own  and  the  immediately  surround- 
ing territory.  Laceda&mon  and  Athens  were  communities 
whose  history  will  interest  and  instruct  as  long  as  the  glori- 
ous language  spoken  by  their  people  shall  endure ;  but  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  in  our  view  the  story  of 
that  republican  community  which  first  became  a  body  politic 
in  1664,  by  the  name  of  Dartmouth,  and  which,  in  that  year, 
to  use  the  quaint  but  emphatic  language  of  the  Court  Record 
was  then  "  at  liberty  to  make  such  orders  as  might  conduce 
to  their  commoA  good  in  town  concernments,"  well  and 
faithfully  told,  would  do  more  to  help  forward  the  young 
men  and  women  of  our  city  in  the  work  of  self-formation, 
self-elevation,  and  self-reliance,  than  all  the  eloquent  and 
elaborate  histories  of  Greece  that  the  scholarship  of  the 
world  has  produced.  All  true  history  elevates  while  it  en- 
lightens. It  is  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  our  nature  to 
<<  look  before  and  after."  No  human  being,  who  truly  re- 
gards the  position  which  he  occupies,  can  be  indifferent  to 
that  wonderful  past  out  of  whose  activities  has  been  formed 
the  wonderful  present,  and  which  must  give  direction  and 
character  to  that  still  more  wonderful  future  which  lies  be- 
fore us.  "  Whatever,"  says  Johnson,  ''  withdraws  us  from 
the  power  of  our  senses ;  whatever  makes  the  past,  the  dis- 
tant, or  the  future  predominate  over  the  present^  advances 
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us  in  the  dignity  of  thinking  beings.  Far  from  me  and  from 
my  friends  be  snch  frigid  philosophy,  as  may  conduct  us  in* 
diiSerent  and  unmoTed  over  any  ground  which  has  been  dig- 
nified by  wisdom,  bravery,  or  virtue.  That  man  is  little  to 
be  envied,  whose  patriotism  would  not  gain  force  upon  the 
plain  of  Marathon,  or  whose  piety  would  not  grow  warmer 
among  the  ruins  of  lona.''  The  people  who  live  upon  the 
territory  which  in  the  year  1664  constituted  the  township  of 
Dartmouth,  would  find  in  their  own  annals,  faithfully  written, 
lessons  of  patriotism  and  virtue,  better  calculated  to  help 
them  forward  in  their  struggles  to  maintain  the  institutions 
of  republicanism  and  an  enlightened  and  purifying  faith,  than 
any  that  can  be  imparted  by  reading  the  story  of  Grecian 
valor  or  of  Caledonian  devotion. 

As  auxiliary  to  this  interesting  and  profitable  retrospect, 
our  librarian,  at  the  request  of  the  Trustees,  has  been  en« 
gaged  during  the  past  year  in  an  effort  to  place  upon  record 
a  list  of  all  the  publications  which  have  issued  from  our 
press  or  been  written  by  persons  resident  in  the  city.  This 
interesting  contribution  to  our  local  history  will  be  found  in 
the  appendix  to  this  report.  Although  complete  accuracy, 
in  an  undertaking  of  this  kind  cannot  be  attained,  we  feel 
confident  that  the  list  of  books,  pamphlets  and  writers  which 
we  present  to  the  public  is  as  reliable  as  it  could  be  ren- 
dered by  great  industry  and  the  most  accurate  and  extensive 
information  on  the  part  of  him  by  whom  it  was  prepared. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  record  includes  all  the  public  docu- 
ments which  have  been  printed  since  the  incorporation  of  the 
town  of  New  Bedford,  and  the  reports  of  several  of  our 
literary  and  chariti^le  institutions.  Nearly  all  these  are 
now  to  be  found  at  the  library,  gathered  from  various 
sources,  and  so  arranged  as  to  be  readily  accessible  to  all 
who  may  wish  to  consult  them. 

This  account  of  what  has  been  written  by  New  Bedford 
residents  and  sent  forth  from  the  New  Bedford  press,  is  not 
one  that  will  give  to  our  community  a  high  reputation  for 
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science  and  scholarship.  We  have  not  been  a  literary  peo- 
ple. Whatever  we  may  have  accomplished  in  other  direc- 
tions, we  have  not  contributed  much  by  book-making  to  the 
enlightenment  of  the  world.  It  was  said  many  years  ago  of 
New  Bedford  people,  that  there  were  among  them  but  few 
scholars,  but  that  all  were  welMnformed.  Laborious  and 
exact  scholarship  was  never  highly  regarded  or  to  much  ex- 
tent encours^ed,  by  those  practical  people  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  our  community,  and  for  many  years  to  a  great 
extent  controlled  the  course  of  thought  and  culture  as  well 
as  the  direction  of  our  affairs.  The  result  of  this  is  the 
alleged  fact,  that  in  proportion  to  our  population,  no  town 
or  city  in  New  England  has  furnished  so  small  a  number  of 
college  graduates.  Our  people  have  been  trained  rather  to 
book-keeping  than  book-making,  and  we  must  endeavor  to 
be  satisfied  with  such  claims  to  position  and  regard  as  lie 
outside  of  the  reputation  which  is  gained  by  a  connection 
which  those  who  stand  high  in  the  world's  estimation  for 
scientific  attainments  or  elegant  scholarship.  Wo  may  be 
allowed  to  gather  some  compensation  from  the  fact,  that 
there  are  those  who  have  been  of  us  and  gone  out  from  us 
who  have  won  a  high  position  in  the  world  of  letters  j  and 
we  can  but  remember,  and  we  feel  that  we  have  a  right  that 
the  world  should  know,  that  Bierstadt,  Bradford,  and  Gifford 
have  been  residents  of  our  city. 

Still  we  can  but  think,  that  our  record  of  New  Bedford 
writers  and  writings,  humble  as  it  is,  will  be  found,  to  our 
own  people,  interesting  and  instructive.  That  part,  at  any 
rate,  of  our  local  annals  is  now  written  and  placed  in  a  per- 
manent form.  In  looking  at  the  treasures  of  thought  repos- 
ing upon  our  shelves,  that  part  of  it  which  we  are  allowed 
to  regard  as  the  contribution  of  our  own  people  occupies  a 
very  limited  space  in  our  depository ;  but  we  may  be  allowed 
to  remember,  that  Jonathan  Edwards  found  in  Samuel  West 
a  foeman  not  unworthy  of  his  steel,  and  that  Dewey  and 
Peabody,  Prentiss  and  Parker,  Morrison  and  Weiss,  all  of 
whom  we  have  a  right  to  claim  as  New  Bedford  men,  are 
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represented  in  our  catalogue  bj  works  which  haye  taken 
permanent  places  in  the  literature  of  the  language. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact, 
that  with  the  appropriation  which  has  been  made  for  the 
library  for  several  years  past,  it  has  been  found  impossible 
to  devote  to  the  purchase  of  books  a  sum  large  enough  to 
supply  our  shelves  with  such  new  publications  as  the  public 
expect,  and  have  a  right  to  expect,  to  find  upon  our  shelves. 

And  the  fact  should  be  constantly  borne  in  mind,  that  in 
a  library  where  so  large  a  proportion  of  books  are  con- 
stantly in  use,  the  ^'  wear  and  tear  "  becomes  an  important 
item  in  our  annual  charges.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the 
purchases  we  have  made  during  the  past  year  have  not  been 
equal  to  the  deterioration  in  consequence  of  the  constant, 
and,  we  regret  to  say,  in  some  cases,  the  careless  and  neg- 
lectful use  of  our  books. 

We  have,  under  a  deep  sense  of  duty  towards  a  most  faith- 
ful and  devoted  servant  of  the  city,  increased  the  salary  of 
our  Assistant  Librarian  from  two  to  three  hundred  dollars, 
and  we  feel  assured  that  there  is  no  person  in  the  people's 
employ  who  is  more  deserving  of  the  allowed  compensation. 

And  here  we  would  again  bear  testimony  to  the  unfailing 
industry  and  ability  of  our  Librarian.  His  devotion  to  the 
institution,  and  the  accurate  and  extensive  knowledge  which 
he  brings  to.  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  are  alike  valuable 
to  the  library  and  to  its  numerous  visitors.  We  would, 
therefore,  in  view  of  the  necessity  that  exists  that  new  books 
should  be  purchased  a]|d  the  position  and  value  of  the  Li- 
brary sustained,  respectfully  request  that  the  appropriation 
for  the  year  should  be  restored  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars.  This  was  the  sum  at  which  it  was 
fixed,  after  the  occupation  of  the*  new  Library  Building, 
and  at  which  for  several  years  it  remained. 

No  less  sum  than  this  can  sustain  the  institution  in  a  situa- 
tion to  meet  the  wishes  and  the  expectation  of  the  public. 
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All  of  which  is  respectfolly  submitted. 

George  Howlakd,  Jb., 
William  G.  Tabbb, 
Warren  Ladd, 
Joshua  C.  Stone, 
Charles  H.  Pebrcb, 
James  B.  Congdon,  ^ 

Kbw  Bkbpobi),  Jak.  1,  1864. 


Jan.,  1864. 


^  Tnutea. 
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NEW  BEDFORD  DOOITMENTS. 


>  An  asterisk  prefixed  to  a  title  denotes  tiiat  ihe  work  is  not  contained  in 
the  library. 

[1.]    Town  Bocnments: 

By-Laws,  for  the  town  of  New  Bedford ;  proposed  for  eonsideiation  in 
Town-Meeting  this  day,  Monday,  May  21, 1821.    Broadside. 

By-Laws,  for  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  as  amended.  Passed  in  Town- 
Meeting,  May  6,  1822.    Broadside. 

[Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Market  and  Town-Hall.  Adopted,  May 
6,  1822.}    Broadside. 

New  Bedford  Town  Accounts.  [Report  of  the  Treasorer,  and  of  the  Se- 
lectmen of  the  town  of  New  Bedford  for  182^-26.]  New  Bedford : 
[Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.]    1826.    Broadside. 

•  Address  to  Parents  and  the  Public  by  the  School  Committee.  New  Bed- 
ford :    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey,  1826.    Broadside. 

[CaU  for  a  Town-Meeting,  concerning  the  «Ark."]  A'agast21,  1829. 
Broadside. 

Regnlatioas  for  the  (Joyemment  of  .the  New  Bedford  Alms-Honse.  Feb. 
23,  1829.    Broadside. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen,  1830.    B.  T.  Congdon,  Printer.    Broadside. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen,  1831.    B.  T.  Congdon,  Printer.    Broadside. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen,  1832.     B.  T.  Congdon,  Printer.    Broadside. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen,  1833.    Broadside. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Side  Walks,  presented  at  the  Anrtnal  Meeting 
of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  March  30,  1833.  Published  by  order 
of  the  town.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Congdon.  1833. 
^.    pp.  23. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  26,  1834.  pp.  8. 

List  of  Voters  in  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  qualified  to  vote  for  Town 
and  State  Officers,  and  Representatives  to  Congress.  Rerised  by  the 
Selectmen.  [New  Bedford :]  B.  T.  Congdon,  Printer.  1835.  4°. 
pp.14. 
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Bjr-LawB  and  Ordinances  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford.  Published  bj  order 
of  the  Selectmen.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj .  T.  Congdon.  1835 . 
12°.    pp.12. 

By-Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Firewards  of  New  Bedford,  with  the 
Organization  for  the  year  1835.  New  Bedford :  Benj.  T.  Congdon, 
Printer.     1835.     12°.    pp.7. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  April  6,  1835.  [New  Bedford :]  B.  T. 
Congdon,  Printer.    1835.    8°.    pp.  7. 

[Report  of  the  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor,]  1836.  J.  C.  Parmenter,  Printer. 
Broadside. 

By-Laws  and  Ordinances  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford.  Published  by  order 
of  the  town.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  J,  C.  Parmenter.  1836. 
12°.    pp.  17. 

By-Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Firewards  of  New  Bedford,  with  the  Or- 
ganiiation  for  1836.  New  Bedford :  Bezy'.  T.  Congdon,  Printer.  1836 . 
12°.    pp.  8. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  28,  1836.  [New  Bedford :  B.  T. 
Congdon,  Printer.]    1836.   8°.    pp.8. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  April  1,  1837.  [N.  Bedford:]  J.  C.  Par- 
menter, Printer.    1837.    8°.    pp.  8. 

[Report  of  the  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor,]  1837.   [N.  Bedford,  1838.]   Broadside. 

[Annual  Report  of  the  New  Bedford  School  Committee,  for  1836-37.]  New 
Bedford :    J.  C.  Parmenter,  Printer.    1837.    8°.   pp.  8. 

Law  Establishing  the  New  Bedford  Fire  Department,  with  the  By-Laws 
and  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Firewards,  and  the  Organization  for 
1837.    New  Bedford:   J.  C.  Parmenter,  Printer.    1837.    12°.    pp.12. 

List  of  Voters  in  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  qualified  to  vote  for  Town  and 
State  Officers,  and  Representatives  to  Congress.  Revised  by  the  Se- 
lectmen.   J.  C.  Parmenter,  Printer.    1837.    4°.    pp.  24. 

Regulations  of  the  School  Committee,  of  New  Bedford,  [1837.]  New  Bed- 
ford :    Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    [1837.]    8°.    pp.  8. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1838.  [New  Bedford:]  1838. 
8°.    pp.  16. 

Law  Establishing  the  New  Bedford  Fire  Department,  with  the  By-Laws 
and  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Firewards,  and  the  Organization 
for  1838.  New  Bedford :  Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.  1838.  12°. 
pp.  12. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  81,  1839.  N.  Bedford :  Benj. 
Lindsey,  Printer.    1839.    8°.    pp.  16. 

Report  of  ihe  Selectmen  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1840.  To  which  is  added  the 
Report  of  the  School  Committee.  New  Bedford:  Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer. 
1840.   8°.  pp.  20. 
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Report  of  the  Selectmen,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1841.  To  which  is  added  the 
Report  of  the  School  Committee.    New  Bedford:    1841.    8<>.  pp;  23. 

Eulogy,  on  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States, 
deUvered  before  the  citizens  of  New  Bedford,  April  27,  1841*  By 
Rphraim  Peabody.  New  Bedford :  Wm.  Howe.  Press  of  Benj.  Lind- 
sey.    1841.    8''.  pp.  39. 

List  of  Voters  in  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  qualified  to  TOte  for  Town  and 
State  Officers,  and  Representatives  to  Congress.  Revised  by  the  Se- 
lectmen.  New  Bedford :  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1842.    folio,  pp.  40. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  Slst,  1842.  To  which  is  added  the 
Report  of  the  School  Committee.  [New  Bedford :]  Ptess  of  Benj .  Lind- 
sey.   1842.    8^.  pp.  23. 

[Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewaids,]   1842.    12<'.  pp.  4. 

Report  of  the  Town  Temperance  Committee,  April  4,  1842.  [Signed*  by 
Samuel  Rodman.]    N.Bedford:     1842.    12^  pp.  12. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1843.  New  Bedford :  Press 
of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1843.    8^.  pp.  24. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  presented 
Aprill0,1843.   New  Bedford:  Wm.  Canfield,  Printer.   1843.  8<'.  pp.8. 

Report  of  the  Temperance  Committee  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford.  [Wm. 
H.  Taylor,  Chairman.]  Presented  April  10,  1843.  New  Bedford: 
Wm.  CanHeld,  Printer.    1843.    8''.  pp.  12. 

Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  presented 
AprU  10,  1843.    N.  Bedford  :    1843.    8<'.  pp.  4. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  City  Charter.  Presented  to  the  town  of 
New  Bedford,  April  22, 1843,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  New  Bedford : 
Wm.  Canfield,  Printer.     1843.    S°.  pp.  18. 

An  Address,  delivered  at  the  Consecration  of  the  Oak  Grove  Cemetery,  in 
New  Bedford,  October  6th,  1843.  By  James  B.  Congdon.  With  the 
Regulations  of  the  Selectmen  for  the  Government  of  the  Cemetery ;  and 
an  Appendix.  New  Bedford:  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.  1844.  8^. 
pp.  36. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1844.  New  Bedford :  Press 
of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1844.   8°.  pp.  26. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  year 
1843-44.   New  Bedford:    TUden's  Press.    1844.    8°.  pp.  4. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  year 
1848-44.    New  Bedford:    H.  Tilden's Press.    1844.   8''.  pp.  8. 

Rules  of  the  School  Committee,  and  Regulations  of  the  Public  Schools  of 
the  town  of  New  Bedford,  1844-45.  [Prepared  by  Jas.  B.  Congdon.] 
New  Bedford:    Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1846.    8^.  pp.  16. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  April  28th,  1846.  New  Bedford :  Press 
of  Beigamin  Lindsey.    1846.    8^.  pp.  82. 
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Report  of  the  OTtneers  of  Uie  Poor  «f  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  1844-45* 
New  Bedford,  1845.   89.  pp.  7. 

Report  of  the  Sohool  Committee  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  1844-45. 
New  Bedford,  1845.    8^.  pp.  8. 

By-Laws  and  Ordinances  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford ;  with  certain  Mnnic- 
ipal  Regulations  of  Police.  Published  by  order  of  the  town.  New 
Bedford:    Press  of  BenJ.  Lindsey.    1845.    18°.  pp.  20. 

Report  of  the  Sdectmen  on  the  Finsncial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  April  13th,  1848.  [With  a  list  of  Town 
Officers,  chosen  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  in  April,  1846,  for  the  year  en* 
suing.]    New  Bedford :    Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1846.    8°.  pp.  40. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  year 
1845-46*    New  Bedford:    Evening  Bulletin  Press,  [Henry  Tilden.] 

1846.  8^  pp.  20. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewards  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  1846.  New 
Bedford:   Tilden's  Ryening  Bulletin  Press.   1846.   8^pp.4. 

Report  of  the  OTcrseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  1845-46. 
New  Bedford:    Evening  Bulletin  Press,  [H.  Tilden.]    1846.   8°.  pp.4. 

The  Traffic  in  Strong  Drink.  An  Address  to  the  inhabitants  of  New  Bed- 
ford, by  the  Committee  of  the  Citicens,  appointed  at  the  Town  Meeting 
held  December  12, 1846.  New  Bedford:  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.  1847. 
9P,  pp.  14. 

Draft  of  a  City  Charter,  prepared  by  a  Committee  of  the  Citizens,  ap- 
pointed at  a  Town  Meeting,  held  Saturday,  January  23,  1847  ;  to  be 
presented  and  acted  upon  at  the  adjourned  meeting,  to  be  held  on  Sat- 
urday, February  6th,  1847.   New  Bedford :   Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey. 

1847.  8°.  pp.  16. 

City  Charter.  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  In  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty-seren.  An  Act  to  Establish  the  City  of 
New  Bedford.  [Printed  by  order  of  the  Selectmen,  George  Howland, 
Jr.,  Chairmen.]  New  Bedford :  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.  1847.  8^. 
pp.  16. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  April  20th,  1847.  New  Bedford :  Press 
of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1847.    8^.  pp.  26. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  year 
1846-47.  New  Bedford :  Press  of  the  ETening  BuUotin,  [H.  Til- 
den.]     1847.   8°.  pp.  20. 

Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  for  the 
year  ending  April  15th,  1847.  New  Bedford :  Benj.  Lindsey,  City 
Printer.   1847.    pp.  8. 

[2.]     City  Documents  : 
Documents  for  1847-48.    New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey,  City  Printer. 
1847-48.    8°.andl2«. 
No.  1.    Address  of  the  Hon.  Abraham  H.  Howland,  Mayor,  to  the 
City  Council  of  New  Bedford :  DeliTcred  before  the  two  Branches 
in  Convention,  April  38th,  1847.    99.  pp.  14. 
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No.  2.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  year  ending  March  let,  1848.    8^.  pp.  88. 
No.  3.    Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  year  1847-48.    8°.  pp.  32. 
No.  4.    Report  of  the  OverBeers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  year  1847-48.    8^.  pp.  7. 
No.  5.    Address  of  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Howland,  Mayor,  to  the  City 
Council  of  New  Bedford ;   delivered  hefore  the  two  Branches  in 
Conyention,  April  3,  1848.    8®.  pp.  18. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewarda.    12^.  pp.  4. 
City  Charter,  Rales  and  Orders  of  the  City  CounoU,  List  of  the  Offi- 
cers, and   Ordinances  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  for  1847-48. 
12<'.  pp.  103. 
Documents  for  1848-49.     New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey,  City  Printer. 
1848-49.    8<>.  and  12o. 
No.  1.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  31st,  1849.    8°.  pp.  41. 
No.  2.    Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  year  1848-49.    8°.  pp.  28. 
No.  3.    Report  of  the  OTerseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
^  ford,  for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  Slst,  1849.  8^.  pp.  10. 

No.  4.    Address  of  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Howland,  Mayor,  to  the  City 
Council  of  New  Bedford :  ddirered  before  the  two  Branches  in 
CouTcntion,  April  28,  1849.    8°.  pp.  16. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewards  for  the  munici- 
pal year  ending  March  31,  1849.    8^.  pp.  4. 
The  Act  Establishing  the  New  Bedford  Fire  Department ;  with  the 
By-Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Firewards,  and  the  Or- 
ganization for  1848.    12<^.  pp.  14. 
Dociiments  for  1849-50.    New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey,    City  Printer. 
1849-50.    8^  and  12°. 
No.  1.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  1,  1850.    8°.  pp.  42. 
No.  2.   Report  of  the  Orerseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, lor  the  Financial  year  ending  March  Ist,  1850.    8°.  pp.  9. 
No.  3.    Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewards  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  Financial  year  ending  Maich  1,  1850.   8^.  pp.  4. 
No.  4.    Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  year  1849-^0.    8°.  pp.  27. 
No.  5.    Address  of  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Howland,  Mayor,  to  the  city  of 
New  Bedford :  delivered  before  the  two  Branches  in  Convention, 
April  1st,  1850.    8°.  pp.  23. 
[Does,  not  numbered.]   Petition  [of]  Samuel  Leonard  and  others,  in  rela- 
tion to  a  Lumber  Ordinance.    8°.  pp.  10. 
Gity  Ordinance.    [Amendment  to  the  Lumber  Ordinance  of  Feb.  21, 

1849.]    Passed  Sept.  24, 1849.    8<'.  pp.  8. 
Amendments  to  Gity  Ordinamce  No.  25,  [concefning  the  Assessment  of 
Taxes.    Pklated  fbr  the  me  of  the  CoHaoil.]    12P.  pp.  4. 
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Documents  for  1860-61.    New  Bedford:    Benj.   Lindeey,  City  Printer. 
1860-61.    8^ 
No.  1.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  lBt»  1861.    8^.  pp.  41. 
No.  2.    Report  of  the  Overteers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  Ist,   1861.    8^. 
pp.  8. 
No.  8.    Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewards  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  Ist,  1861.    8°.  pp.  4. 
No.  4.    Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 
for  the  year  1860-61.       [With  the  correspondence  in  relation 
to  the  resignation  of  Thomas  A.  Greene  and  Qeorge  Howland, 
Jr.,  as  members  of  the  School  Committee.]    8^.  pp.  39. 
No.  6.    Address  of  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Howland,  Mayor,  to  the  City 
Council  of  New  Bedford :   delivered  before  the  two  Branches  in 
Conyention,  April  7th,  1861.    S°,  pp.  16. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Eulogy  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  Gen.  Zachary 
Taylor,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  delivered  by  request 
of  the  City  Government  of  New  Bedford,  August  6th,  1860,  by 
Geo.  L.  Prentiss.    8"^.  pp.  47. 
Documents  for  1861-^2.    New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindscy,   City  Printer. 
1861-62.    8°. 
No.  1.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  city  of  ifew  Bed- 
ford, for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  1st,  1862.    8°.  pp.  41. 
No.  2.    Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  1st,  1862.    8^.  pp.  7. 
No.  3.    Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewards  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  Ist,  1862.    8°.  pp.  6. 
No.  4.    Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  year  1861-62.    8°.  pp.  63. 
No.  6.    Address  of  the  Hon.  WiDiam  J.  Rotch,  Mayor,  to  the  City 
Council  of  New  Bedford :  delivered  before  the  two  Branches  in 
Convention,  April  6th,  1862.    S^.  pp.  6. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Rules  of  the  School  Committee  and  Regulations  of 
the  Public  Schools  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford.  1861.    8^  pp.  28. 
Documents  for  1862-63. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council :   and  Reports  of  Committees, 
comprising  the  Finance,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Firewards,  and 
School  Reports,  for  the  year  1862-^8.     New  Bedford:    Benj. 
Lindsey,  City  Printer.    1863.    8°.  pp.  114. 
Contents :    No.  1.  Address  of  the  Hon.  Rodney  French,  Mayor,  de- 
livered before  the  City  Council,  April  4,  1863. 
No.  2.  Government  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1863. 
No.  3.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the  year 

ending  Maroh  Ist,  1863. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewards. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the*8chool  Committee. 
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[Docs,  not  numbered.]— First  Annual  Keport  of  the  Trustees  of  the  New 
Bedford  City  Library.  [Appendix  :  Act  of  the  Legislature  to 
authorize  cities  and  towns  to  establish  and  maintain  Publio 
Libraries ;  Ordinance  of  the  city  for  the  establishment  and  gov* 
ernment  of  a  Free  Public  Library ;  Proceedings  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Social  Library;  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  N. 
B.  City  Library.]  New  Bedford :  Press  of  Bei^'.  Lindsey.  1858. 
8°.  pp.15,  31. 
Ordinances  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford ;  with  the  City  Charter,  and 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  City  Council.  New  Bedford :  Benj.  Lind- 
sey, City  Printer.  1863.  8o.  pp.  149. 
Documents  for  1853-54. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Qovemment ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers,  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  for  the  year 
1853-54;     New  Bedford:     £.  Anthony,  Printer   to  the  City. 

1854.  8"". 

Contents:    No.  1.  Address  of  the  Hon.  Rodney  French,  Mayor,  de- 
livered before  the  City  Council,  April  4,  1854. 
No.  2.  Government  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1854. 
No.  3.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers. 
«r  No.  5.  Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  for  the  year 

ending  March  1st,  1854. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

[Nob.  1  to  6  paged  continuously,   pp.  87.] 
No.  7.  Report  of  the  School  Committee,    pp.  40. 
[Doos.  not  numbered.]    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Elections,  [on  the 
controverted  election  in  Wards  Two  and  Three.]    pp.  8. 
Opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  in  matter  of  Assistant  Marshals,   pp.  7. 
Documents  for  1854-55. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Government ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers,  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  for  the  year 
1854-55.     New  Bedford:     E.  Anthony,    Printer   to  the  City. 

1855.  8°. 

Contents:  No.  1.  Address  of  the  Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  Mayor, 
to  the  City  Council  of  New  Bedford,  delivered  be- 
fore the  two  Branches  in  Convention,  April  28, 1855. 

No.  2.  Government  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1855. 

No.  3.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers. 

No.  5.  Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  for  the  year 
ending  February  28,  1855. 

No.  6.  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library.  Presented  to  the  City  Council 
March  31, 1855.  [Nos.  Ito  6  paged  continuously, 
pp.  91.]  ^ 
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No.  7.  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  Kew 
Bedford  for  the  year  1864-65.    pp.  34. 
Documents  for  1865-66. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Government ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers,  Qyerseersof  the 
Poor,  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  for  the  year  1866-66. 
New  Bedford :    E.  Anthony,  Printer  to  the  City.    1866.    8°. 
Contents  :    No.  1.  Address  of  the  Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  Mayor, 
to  the  City  Council  of  New  Bedford,  delivered  be- 
fose  the  two  Branches  in  ConTention,  April  7, 
1866.    pp.16. 
No.  2.  Gfoyernment  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1866.  pp.4.  . 
No.  3.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  43. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,    pp.  6. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.    pp.  6. 
No.  6.  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 

Public  Library,    pp.  16. 
No.  7.  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  dty  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  1866-66.    pp.  36. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the  cor- 
ner stone  of  the  library  edifice  for  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the 
city  of  New  Bedford,  August  28,  1866.     [Prayer  by  Rev.  H.  W. 
Parker ;  Address  by  Hon.  George*  Howland,  Jr.,  Mayorl  Hymn, 
written  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Parker;   Address,  by  James  B.  Congdon; 
Poem,  by  Chas.  T.  Congdon;   Documents  and  Historical  Notes.] 
New  Bedford:    E.  Anthony,  Printer  to  the  City.    1866.    8°.    pp.64. 
Documents  for  1866-67. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Government ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers,  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  Free  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  for  the  year  1866-67. 
New  Bedford :    E.  Anthony,  Printer  to  the  City.    1867.    8<*. 
Contents :    No.  1.  Address  of  George  H.  Dunbar,  Mayor  of  New  Bed- 
ford, to  the  City  Council,  April  6, 1867.    pp.  20. 
No.  2.  Government  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1867. 

pp.4. 
No.  3.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  64. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,    pp.  4. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.    pp.  4. 
No,  6.  Report  of-  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

pp.  16. 
No.  7.  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  1866-67.    pp.  46. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Amended  Ordinances  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford,   pp.  12. 
An  Act  [of  the  Legislature  of  Mass.]  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  establish 
the  city  of  New  Bedford.    [Also]  an  Act  in  relation  to  the  grades 
of  certain  streets  and  ways.     [Accepted  by  the  City  Council, 
•  April  28,  1867 .^pp;  8. 
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[By  the  above  amendment  to  the  City  Charter,  which  was  accepted 
February  19, 1857,  the  commencement  of  the  municipal  year  waa 
changed  from  the  first  Monday  in  April^  to  the  first  Monday  in 
January.  Consequently  the  preceding  municipal  term  included 
nine  months  only,  from  April  1857,  to  Jan.  1858.  The  Financial 
year  remained  unchanged.] 
Documents  for  1857-58. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Oovemment ;  and  Beports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers,  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  Free  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  for  the  year  1857-58. 
New  Bedford:  Benj.  Lindsey,  City  Printer.  1858.  8^. 
Contents :  No.  1.  Address  of  Qeorge  H.  Dunbar,  Mayor  of  New  Bed- 
ford, to  the  City  Council,  January  4,  1858.    pp.  21. 

No.  2.  Government  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,    1858. 

pp.4. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  48. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,    pp.  4. 
No.  5.  Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.    pp.  5. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

pp.  4. 
No.  7.  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  municipal  year  ending  January  4, 
l358.    pp. 48. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]     Catalogue  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  New 
Bedford,  Mass.    New  Bedford :    Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer  to  tiie  City. 
1858.    8°.    pp.355. 
Documents  for  1858-59. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Government ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers,  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  Free  Public  Library,  Marshars,  Night  Watch,  and  School 
Reports,  for  the  year  1858-59.  New  Bedford :  Benj.  Lindsey, 
City  Printer.     1859.    8°.  *' 

Contents:    No.  1.  Address  of  Willard  Nye,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  to  the  City  Council,  January  3,  1859.    pp.  14. 

No.  2.  Government  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,   1859. 

pp.5. 
No.  3.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  41. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,    pp.  6. 
No.  5.  Report  of  the  Omrseers  of  the  Poor.   pp.  4. 
No.  6.  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 

Public  Library,    pp.  12. 
No.  7.  Report  of  the  City  Marshal,    pp.  8. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Captain  of  the  Night  Watch.    1  p. 
No.  9.  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford  for  the  municipal  year  ending  January  3, 
1859.    pp.  52. 
Documents  for  1859-60. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council;  City  Government;  and  Reports 
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of  Oommitteei,  oomprising  tKe  Finance,  Ovetaeen  of  the  Poor, 
Engineers,  MBrshars,  Free  Public  Library,  and  School  Retorts,  for 
the  fear  1859-60.    New  Bedford:    E.Anthony,  Printer  to  the 
City.    I860.    V". 
Ckmtehta:    No.  1.  Address  of   Isaac  C.  Taber,  Mayor,    to  the  City 
Council  of  New  Bedford ;  delivered  before  the  two 
Branches  in  Convention,  January  2d,  1860.   pp.  14. 
No.  2.  QoTemment  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1860.  pp.  5. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  44. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.    pp.  4. 
No.  5.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  pp.  9. 
No.  6i  Marshars  Report  Ibr  1859.   pp.  5. 
No.  7.  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trastees  of  the  Free 

Publio  Library,   pp.11. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Board  of  School  Committee  for  the 
city  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  year  1859.    pp.  49. 
.  [Docs,  not  numbered.]    Rules  of  the  School  Committee  and  Regulations 
of  the  Publio  Schools.    New  Bedford :    Ei  Anthony,  Printer  to 
the  City.    1860.    8''.    pp.  19. 
Ordinances  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  with  the  Charter  and  Amend- 
ments, and  Special  Laws ;  together  with  the  Rules  and  Orders  of 
the  City  Council.    New  Bedford :    E.  Anthony,  Plrinter  to  the 
City,    1860.    8°.    pp.  167. 
Doeuments  for  1860-61. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Cotkncil ;  City  Oovemment ;  and  Reports  * 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
Engineers,  Marshal's,  Free  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  for 
the  year  1860-61.    New  Bedford:    E.  Anthony,  Printer  to  the 
City.    1861.    8°. 
Contents:    No.  1.   Address  of  Isaac  C.  Taber,  Mayor,    to  the  City 
CouncU  of  New  Bedford ;  delivered  before  the  two 
*  Branches  in  Convention,  January  7th,  1861 .  pp.  16. 

No*  2.  Government  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1860.  pp.  5. 
No.  8i  Report  of  the  Conmiittee  on  Finance,    pp.  44. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.    pp.  3. 
No.  5.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,   pp.  7. 
No.  6.  Marshal's  Report,  [with  the  Report  of  the  Captain 

of  the  Watch.]    pp.6. 
No.  7.  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 

Public  Library,   pp.8. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  1860.    pp.  48. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Rules  of  the  School  CommiUee,  and  Regulations 
of  the  Public  Schools  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford.    New  Bedford : 
E.  Anthony,  Printer  to  the  City.    1861.    8^    pp.24. 
Documents  for  1861-62. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Govertiment ;   andReporte 
of  Committees!  comprising  the  Finance,  Introduction  of  Water, 
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Engineers'  of  lire  Department,  Oyerseers'  of  the  Poor,  City  Mar- 
Bhars,  Captain  of  City  Watch,  Home  and  Coast  Guard,  Free  Public 
Library,  and  School  Reports,  for  the  year  1861-62.  New  Bedford : 
Fessenden  &  Baker,  City  Printers.  1862.  S9. 
Contents:  No.  1.  Address  of  Isaac  C.  Taber,  Mayor,  to  the  City 
CouncQ  of  New  Bedford ;  delivered  before  the  two  Branches  in 
ConTenidon,  January  6th,  1862.   pp.  20. 

No.  2.  Government  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1861.  pp.  6, 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  49. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  of  New  Bedford  on  the  Introduction  of 
Fresh  Water,    pp.  26. 
No.  5.  Report  of  the  Board  cf  Engineers,   pp.  6. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  1861-62.  pp.  6. 
No.  7.  Marshal's  Report,  [with  the]  Report  of  the  Captain 

of  the  Watch,    pp.  4. 
No .  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Home  and  Coast  Guard. 

pp.  7. 
No.  9.  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library ;    Appendix :  New  Bedford  News- 
papers ;  Rules  and  Regulations,    pp.  24. 
Noi  10.  Annual  Report  of  the  School.  Committee  of  the 
city  of  New  Bedford,  1861  ;  [with  the]  Semi- An- 
nual  Reports  of  the    Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools,  [  Abner  J.  Phipps,]  for  the  year  1861.  pp.  78. 
Documents  for  1862-63. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Government ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers  of  Fire  Depart- 
ment, Overseers  of  the  Poor,  City  Marshals,  Captain  of  City  Watch, 
Free  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  for  the  year  1862-63. 
New  Bedford:  Mercury  Press,  [Fessenden  &  Baker.]  1863.  8^. 
Contents:  No.  1.  Address  of  George  Ho  wland,  Jr.,  Mayor,  to  the  City 
Council  of  New  Bedford,  delivered  befbre  the  two  Branches  in 
Convention,  January  6th,  1863.    pp.  15. 

No.  2.  Government  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1863.   pp.  5. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  23. 
No.  4*.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,    pp.  4. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.    pp.  3. 
No.  6.  Marshal's  Report,  [with  the]  Report  of  the  Captain 

of  the  Watch,  pp.4. 
No.  7.  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library ;  Appendix :  Books  bought  with 
the  Howland  Fund ;  On  the  Death  of  Mayor  Taber ; 
Trustees  of  the  Library,  1852-63.  pp.  23. 
No.  8.  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city 
of  New  Bedford,  1862  ;  [with  the]  Annual  Report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  [Abner  J. 
Phipps,]  Ibr  the  year  1862,  [and  Appendix :  Statis- 
tics, &c.]    pp.  62. 
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BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

Abbott,  J.  S.  C— See  No.  140. 

[3.]  Aouflhnet. — Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Acushnet'  on  the  Financial 
Af&tirs  of  the  town,  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year 
1860-61.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  £.  ihithony.  1861. 
8°.  pp.  8,  8, 
Acushnet. — Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Acushnet  on  the  Financial 
Afiairs  of  the  town ;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year 
1862-63.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  E.Anthony.  1863.  8<'. 
pp.  16. 

[4.]    Adams,  J.  Q.— Letters  on  the  Entered  Apprentice's  Oath.    By  John 
Quincy  Adams,  Ex-president  of  the  United  States.    Demon- 
strating that  the  first  step  in  Masonry  is  wrong.    New  Bedford : 
1833.    8^    pp.24. 
See  No.  10. 

[6.]  Ambrotype  copies  of  Fine  Engrayings.  Manufactured  by  Charles 
Taber  &  Co.,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by 
E.Anthony.     1860.    12o.    pp.9. 

[6.]  American  Institute. — The  Lectures  delirered  before  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Instraction,  at  New  Bedford,  August  17, 1842.  In- 
cluding journal  of  proceedings,  and  a  list  of  officers.  Published 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Censors.  Boston :  1843. 
12°.  pp.166. 
See  No.  61. 

[7. J  Anthony  &  McAfee. — Descriptive  Catalogue  of  Fruit  and  Ornamental 
Trees,  Shrubs  and  Plants,  cultiTated  and  for  sale  by  Anthony 
&  McAfee,  at  the  Wachusett  Nurseries,  in  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
New  Bedford :    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1853.    89,   pp.  32. 

[8.]  Articles  of  Association  of  the  New  Bedford  and  California  Joint  Stock 
Mining  and  Trading  Company.  [New  Bedford:  Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.]     1849.    12<=>.   pp.  10. 

[9.]     AthensBum. — By-Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  New  Bedford  Athe- 
naeum, with  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  and  list  of  Subscribers. 
New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Canfield  &  Andros.    1841.    12<>. 
pp.  12. 
Babcock,  Rev.  Rufus.    See  No.  66. 

[10.]  Baker,  L. — Letter  to  the  Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  on  the  Or^on 
Question.  By  Luther  Baker.  New  Bedford :  Evening  Bulletin 
Press.    1846.    pp.  16. 

[11.]    Barton,  H.— An  Exposition  of  Facts,  In  a  Letter  to  Stephen  Gould, 
an  Elder  of  the  Society  of  Friends.    By  Hull  Barton.    Published 
by  subscription,  for  gratuitous  distribution.     New  Bedford  : 
Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1823.   pp.84. 
See  No.  121. 

[12.]  •  Bates,  W.— [An  Oration,  delivered  in  Fairhaven  July  4,  1821.]  By 
Wm.  Bates,  Esq.    New  Bedford:    1821.   8^ 
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[13.]  Beanyaisy  J.  A.— A  stotement  of  l^acts  Respecting  a  ciohtract  made 
with  Rey.^Wheelock  Craig,  Pastor  of  the  Trinitarian  Church, 
New  Bedford.  By  Jos.  Arthur  Beauvais.  1863.  New  Bedford: 
[Printed  by  E.  Anthony.]     1863.    8°.    pp.8. 

[14.]  Benezet,  A, — A  short  account  of  the  people  called  Quakers  ;  their 
rise,  religious  principles,  and  settlement  in  America,  mostly  col- 
lected from  different  authors,  for  the  information  of  all  serious 
inquirers,  particularly  foreigners.  By  Anthony  Benezet.  New 
Bedford :  Printed  by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.  1799.  8^. 
pp. 28. 

[15.]  Bennett,  J.— An  Oration,  pronounced  July  4th,  1^08,  before  the  in- 
habitants of  New  Bedford,  in  commemoration  of  the  thirty-sec- 
ond anniyersary  of  American  Independence.  By  Joseph  Ben- 
nett, A.  B.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1808. 
8*^.  pp.  16. 
[The  Address  is  followed  by  an  Ode  to  Liberty,  by  Blihu  Doty.] 

[16.]  Bent,  N.  S.— The  Past :  a  Fragment.  Written  for  the  Ladies  Fair, 
at  Mechanics  Hall,  February,  1840.  [By  Rer.  Nathl.  S.  Bent.] 
New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1840.    S°,   pp.10. 

[17.]  Boadle,  J.— Maple  Place  Priyate  School,  for  boys  and  girls.  New 
Bedford.  [Circular  by  John  Boadle,  Principal.]  New  Bedford : 
[Printed  by  E.  Anthony.]     1861.    12°.    pp.8. 

[18.]    Bradford,  A. — ^The  Doctrine  of  the  Bible  concerning  the  Messiah. 
By  an  aged  Layman,  [Alden  Bradford.]    Second  Edition.    N.ew 
Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  T.Congdon.    1834.    8°.    pp.24. 
[The  First  Edition,  entitled   "The  Scripture  Doctrine  concerning 
the  Messiah,"  was  published  in  Boston,  1826.    8°.   pp.  15.] 

[19.]  Brewer,  J. — An  Address,  deliyered  before  the  New  Bedford  Auxiliary 
Society  for  the  suppression  of  Intemperance,  at  their  annual 
meeting,  January  1,  1816.  By  John  Brewer,  A.  M.  Published 
by  request  of  the  Society.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj. 
Lindsey.  1816.  9P.  pp.20. 
See  No.  44. 

[20.]  Briggs,  I. — A  Pastoral  Address  to  the  Old  Colony  Association,  de- 
liyered at  New  Bedford,  April  30,  1855.  By  Key.  Isaac  B:iggs, 
of  North  Rochester.  Published  by  the  Association.  New  Bed- 
ford:   E.  Anthony,  Printer.    18(J5.    8°.    pp.11. 

[21.]  Bristol  Co.  Ag.  Society. — ^Transactions  of  the  Bristol  County  Agri- 
cultural Society,  for  the  year  1854.  With  the  Address  of  Hon. 
Jacob  W.  Miller,  [deliyered  before  the  Society,  at  New  Bedford, 
Sept.  28,  1854  ;  and  Poems  by  Chas.  T.  Congdon  and  Walter 
Mitchell.]  Boston,  1854.  8<'.  pp.92. 
Transactions  of  the  Bristol  County  Agricultural  Society,  for  the 

year  1855.    Taunton,  1856.    8<^.    pp.  62,20. 
[The  Annual  Cattle  Show  and  Exhibition  pf  the  Society  was  held 
at  New  Bedford,  Sept.  26  and  27,  1855.    An  Address  was  deliy- 
ered by  Rey.  F.  H.  Huntington,  but  not  published.] 

[22.]  •  Brown,  C— A  Sermon,  preached  at  Wareham,  March  31st,  [1793,] 
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on  the  importance  of  the  early  and  proper  education  of  children, 
both  as  it  respects  themselves,  and  mankind  in  general.  By 
Clark  Brown,  a  licensed  candidate  preacher.  New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  John  Spooner.    1793.    12°  ? 

f23.]  •  Bryant,  W.  M.— A  Sermon  delivered  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  [Dec. 
6,  1822,]  at  Mattapoisett,  Rochester.    By  William  W.  Bryant. 
New  Bedford :    Printed  by  Beiy .  Lindsey.    1823.    8°  ? 
Butler,  Daniel,  Jr.    See  No.  68. 

[24.]  [Catalogue  containing  the  description,  pedigree,  age,  &c.,  of  Ayrshire 
Cattle  imported  by  Geo.  Randall,  and  to  be  sold  at  his  farm, 
called  Loo  Choo,  October  6,  1846.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.     1846.]     8°.    pp.  4. 

[25.]  Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  Library  of  the  Sabbath  School  of  the  First 
UniversaliBt  Society,  of  New  Bedford.  New  Bedford  :  Printed 
by  E.Anthony.     1856.    12°.    pp.20. 

[26.]  Catalogue  of  the  Fourth  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Sabbath  School 
Library,  August,  1843.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Wm.  Can- 
field.     1843.    8°.    pp.11. 

[27.]  Catalogue  of  the  New  Bedford  Art  Exhibition,  commencing  July  1st, 
and  closing  August  7th,  1858.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  £. 
Anthony.    1858.    8°.    pp.8. 

[28.]  Catalogue  of  the  Sabbath  School  Library  of  the  South  Christian 
Church,  April,  1859.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  £.  Anthony. 
1859.    12°.    pp.18. 

[29.]  [Catalogue  of]  Taber's  Circulating  Library,  No.  47  Purchase  street. 
New  Bedford.  New  Bedford :  Chas.  Taber  &  Co.  Printed  by 
Bexg.  Lindsey.     [1861.]    12^.    pp.  16. 

[30.]  Chandler,  C.  F. — Miscellaneous  Chemical  Researches.  Laaugural 
Dissertation  for  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy,  addressed 
to  the  Philosophical  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Gottingen.  By 
Charles  F.  Chandler,  of  New  Bedford.  Gottingen,  1856.  8^. 
pp.  49. 

[31.]  Channing,  W.  E.— The  Duties  of  Children.  A  Sermon,  delivered 
April  12,  1807,  to  the  Religious  Society  in  Federal  Street,  Boa- 
ton.  By  Wm.  E.  Channing,  Minister  of  said  Society.  New  Bed- 
ford:   Benj.  T.  Congdon,  Printer.    1835.    12°.   pp.13. 

[32.]  Charter  and  By-Laws  of  the  New  Bedford  Horticultural  Society,  in- 
corporated March  12,  1847.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj. 
Lindsey.    1847.    12°.    pp.22. 

[33.]  Charter  of  the  New  York  and  Boston  Steam-Boat  Company,  with  the 
Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  at  a  legal  meeting  of  the  Stock- 
holders, [in  New. York,]  November  16,  1829.  New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  Beig.  T.  Congdon.    1829.    8°.   pp.  11. 

[34.]  [Circular  relative  to  the  formation  of  an  Historical  Society  in  New 
Bedford.  Signed  by  Jas.  B.  Congdon,  Wm.  Logan  Rodman,  and 
Zoheth  Durfee.]     New  Bedford,  March  28th,  1860. 

[34a.]  Cobb,  L.— Historical  Sketches  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Marion,  Mass.   A  Sermon,  preached  Dec.  29, 1861.   By  L.  Cobb, 
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Pastor.    New  Bedford:    Printed  by  E.  A&thony.    1862.    B9. 
pp.  16. 

[35.}  Codman,  J. — A  Sermon,  delivered  at  the  Dedication  of  the  North 
Congregational  Meeting-House,  in  New  Bedford,  June  23,  1818. 
By  the  Key.  John  Codman,  A.  M.,  of  Doroheater.  New  Bed- 
ford:   Printed  by  Benj.  Lindeey.   1818.    8°.    pp.22. 

[36.]  Coffin,  S.  P.— Annual  Report  of  the  Agent  of  the  Martha's  Vine- 
yard Camp  Meeting,  Sirson  P.  Coffin,  Esq.,  made  to  the  Meet- 
ing of  Preachers  and  Tent  Masters,  Aug.  22,  1860.  Also  Arti- 
cles of  Agreement,  General  Rules  of  the  Camp  Meeting,  and  a 
Resolution  relating  to  Tents,  &o.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by 
£.  Anthony.    1860.     8^.    pp.  16. 

[87.]  Colby,  H.  O.  O. — Anciversary  Address  before  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  the  city  of  New  York,  at  the  Broadway  Tabernacle, 
October  20,  1842,  during  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Fair.  By  the 
Hon.  U.  G.  O.  Colby,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  New  York, 
1842.  8°.  pp.20. 
The  Practice  in  Civil  Actions  and  Proceedings  at  Law  in 
Massachusetts ;  with  copious  references  to  decibions  in  New 
Hampshire,  Maine,  &c. ;  with  the  Rules  of  the  State  and 
United  States  Courts^  and  an  Appendix  of  Forms,  fiy  H.  G.  O. 
Colby,  recently  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Massa- 
chusetts.   Boston,  1848.    8^.    pp.  515. 

[38.]  CoUey,  T.-^An  Apology  for  Silent  Waiting  upon  God  in  Religious 
Assemblies  ;  with  some  observations  on  the  nature  and  ground 
of  True  Faith,  and  the  application  thereof  in  the  important  con- 
cern of  Worship.  Ey  Thomas  Colley.  New  Bedford :  Printed 
by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.    1805.    8°.    pp.31. 

[89.]  Congdon,  G.  T.— Flowers  Plucked  by  a  Traveller  on  the  Journey  of 
Life.  By.  Charles  T.  Congdon.  Boston,  1840.  17P.  pp.  72. 
The  Warning  of  War  :  a  Poem  delivered  before  the  United  Socie- 
ties of  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H.,  at  the  Annual 
Commencement,  July  30,  1862.  By  Charles  T.  Congdon.  Neir 
York,  1862.  8«>.  pp.  29. 
Bee  Nos.  2,  21,  99. 

[40.]    Congdon,  J.  B. — A  Defence  of  the  Currency  of  Massachusetts,  in  a 

Letter  to  His  Excellency,  Henry  J.  Gardner,  Governor  of  the 

Commonwealth.    By  a  Practical  Banker,  [Jas.  B.  Congdon.] 

Boston,  1855.    8°.    pp.  26. 

The  same :    Second  Edition.    With  an  Introduction.  Boston,  1856. 

8°.  pp.28. 
A  Letter  to  His  Excellency  John  H.  Clifford,  on  the  Proposition 
now  before  the  Legislature,  to  require  the  Banks  of  the  Com- 
monwealth to  hold  in  deposit  a  oertain  amount  of  Specie.  By  a 
Practical  Banker,  [Jas.  B. Congdon.]  Boston,  1858.  8^.  pp.15. 
An  Address,  delivered  at  the  Consecration  of  the  Oak  Grove  Oemo- 
tery,  in  New  Bedford^  October  6,  1843.  By  James  B.  Congdon. 
With  the  Regulations  of  the  Selectmen,  for  the  government  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


34  TRUSTEES'  REPORT.  January, 

the  cemetery ;  and  an  Appendix.    New  Bedford:    Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.    1844.    8°.    pp.  Z6. 

Information  relative  to  the  American  Lyceum.  [By  James B.  Cong- 
don.]  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj. T.  Congdon.  [1828.] 
120.    pp.  12. 

Letter  to  the  Representatives  in  the  General  Conrt,  from  the  town 
of  New  Bedford,  in  relation  to  the  draft  of  an  Act  for  a  City 
Charter,  now  before  the  Legislature.  By  a  Citizen,  [James  B. 
Congdon.]  New  Bedford  :  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.  1847.  BP. 
pp.  9. 

New  Bedford  Money  Matters.  Speech  of  Money  Terry,  Esq.,  on 
the  Financial  Affairs  of  New  Bedford,  delivered  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Common  Council,  September  lOih,  1858.  [By  Jas.  B.Cong- 
don.]     Copyright  secured.    Boston,  1859.    8°.    pp.  26. 

Quaker  Quiddities ;  or,  Friends  in  Council.  A  Colloquy.  [By 
James  B.  Congdon.]     Boston,  1860.     \6°,    pp.  48. 

The  Teacher's  Reunion.  Hawthorne  Street,  February  4th,  1861. 
[New  Bedford:     Printed  by  E.  Anthony.]     1861.    12o,    pp.12. 

The  Republican  Rally:  A  Song.  Respectfully  Inscribed  to  the 
New  Be  iford  Wide  Awakes.  By  James  B.  Congdon.  New  Bed- 
ford :    Printed  by  E.  Anthony.     1860.     1  p.  12"=^. 

Borne  Remarks  on  the  Banking  Policy  of  Massachusetts,  in  a  letter 
to  His  Excellency,  George  S.  Boutwell,  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth.   By  James  B.  Congdon.    Boston,- 1851.   8^'.    pp.15. 

Bee  Nos.  1,  2,  34,  67,  104,  131. 
[41.]    Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  New  Bedford  Martha  Washington 
Total  Abstinence  Society.    New.  Bedford :    Printed  by  Benj. 
Lindsey.     1843.    12"^.    pp.8. 
[42.]    Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  United  Trade  Society  of  Journey- 
men Sailmakers,  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford.    Adopted  Septem- 
ber 26,  1851.    New  Bedford:     Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1851. 
16°.    pp.  16. 
[43.]    The  Constitution  of  the  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company,  incor- 
porated   by    the     Legislature    of    Massachusetts,    March  •  24, 
1843.    New  Bedford:     Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.     1862.     12<^. 
pp.  16. 
[44.]     Constitution  of  the  New  Bedford  Auxiliary  Society,  for  the  Suppres- 
sion of  Intemperance;  and  Address  of  the  Board  of  Counsel, 
prepared  agreeably  to  a  Resolve  of  the  Society,  passed  Msrch  20, 
1815.    New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1815.    8°. 
pp.  30. 
See  Nos.  19,  139,  183. 
[45.]    Constitution  of  the  New  Bedford  Mechanics"  Association.    Incorpo- 
rated February  4th,  1833.    New   Bedford:      [J.  G.]   Harris, 
Printer.     1833.     12o.    pp.  12. 
146.]    Constitution  of  the  New   Bedford  Rural  Cemetery.    Incorporated 
April  12,  1837.    New  Bedford :    Piinted  by  J.  C.  Parmenitr. 
1837.     12'>.    pp.12. 
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[47.]  Constitution  of  the  New  Bedford  Toung  Men's  Temperance  Society, 
adopted  July,  1834.  And  their  Address  to  the  Public.  Pub- 
lished by  order  of  the  Society.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by 
Benj.  T.  Congdon.     1834.    12<>.    pp.  24. 

[48.]     Craig,  VV. — Legislation  as  an  Implement  of  Moral  Reform.    A  Ser« 

mon  preached  in  the  Trinitarian  Charch,  New  Bedford,  Oct.  4, 

1867.    By  Wheelock  Craig.    New  Bedford :     Benj.  Lindsey, 

Printer.     1868.    8°.    pp.  16. 

The  same.    New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1868.    12^. 

pp.  16. 
Our  Duties  at  This  Crisis.    A  Sermon  preached  in  the  Trinitariscu 
Church,   New  Bedford,  April  21,  1861.    By  Wheelock  Craig. 
New  Bedford:     Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1861.    8^.    pp.19. 
See  Nob.  13,  131. 

[49.]  •  Crandall,  P.— The  True  Faith  Vindicated,  or  Strictures  on  ''The 
True  Believer's  Defence  "  a  work  writien  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
Morgridge,  of  New  Bedford,  against  the  Divinity  and  Deity  of 
Chriat,  and  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  By  Pnineas  Crandall,  Pas- 
tor  to  the  Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  New  Bedford. 
New  Bedford:  Sidney  Underwood.  1837.  12®.  pp.70. 
See  No.  112. 

[60.]  Crapo,  H.  H. — Descriptive  Catalogue  of  Fruit  and  Ornamental  Trees, 
Shrubs  and  Plantu,  cultivated  and  for  sale  by  Henry  H.  Crapo, 
at  the  VVasemequia  Nurseries,  No.  106  Washington  Street,  New 
Bedford,  Mass.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey. 
1848.    8«>.    pp.28. 

[61.]  Curtis,  S.,  Jr., — Brief  Extracts  from  the  Journal  of  a  Voyage  per- 
formed by  the  whale  ship  M[ercur]y,  of  New  Bedford,  Ma^s., 
commencing  May  26,  1841,  and  terminating  August  1,  1844. 
By  Stephen  Curtis,  Jr.,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  Boston,  1844.  8°. 
pp.  46. 

[62.]  Daggett,  S. — Daggett's  Perpetual  Almanac,  and  Arithmetical  Navi- 
gator. Calculated  for  the  entire  nineteenth  century.  By  Sam- 
uel Daggett,  Martha's  Vineyard.  Printed  at  New  Bedford,  for 
the  Author.     1867.     12^.    pp.  12. 

[63.]  Dartmouth.— Report  of  the  Auditing  'Jommittee  of  the  town  of  Dart- 
mouth, for  the  year  ending  M- rch  1,  1863.  New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  E.  Anthony.    1863.    8°.    pp.11. 

[64.]  Davifi,  H.,  Jr.,— Lecture  on  Natural  and  Spiritual  Science;  or,  the 
True  Philosophy  of  Human  Happiness.  Delivered  at  the  City 
Hall,  New  Bedford,  June  16th,  1866.  By  Humphrey  Davis,  Jr. 
To  which  is  added  the  cause  of  the  potatoe  dis^'sse,  and  its  best 
remedy.  New  Bedford :  Printed  for  the  Author,  [by  E.  An- 
thony.] 1856.  8°.  pp.  26. 
Treatise  by  way  of  a  Dialogue  on  Cause  and  Effect,  illustrating  the 
true  science  of  Astronomy.  Also  Electricity,  Attraction,  Ani- 
mal Magnetism,  Repulsion  and  the  True  Science  of  Th^^ology ; 
being  in  some  important  particulars  a  new  Theory.    By  Hum- 
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pbref  Bam,  Jr.  New  Bedford:  Prmtedfor  the  A.athor,  [by 
E.Anthony.]  1666.  S°.  pp.56. 
[66.1  B*W^»  T.-»Aa  Address,  deliyered  on  Sunday  Evening,  July  7, 1850, 
at  the  Consecration  of  the  BiTer-Side  Cemetery,  in  Fairhayen, 
Mass.  By  Thomas  Dawes,  Minister  and  Pastor  of  Washington 
Street  Church,  in  Pairhayen,  Mass.  With  the  By-Laws  of  the 
Corporation,  and  an  Appendix.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.    1850.    8^.    pp.  31. 

Dennison,  T.  R.    See  No.  100. 
[56.]  *  Dewey,  O.— A  Discourse  on  the  Duties  of  Consolation,  and  the  Rites 
and  Customs  appropriate  to  Mourning.    [By  Orville  Dewey.J 
New  Bedford :    Pub.  by  the  N.  Bedford  Book  and  Tract  Aaso- 
ciation.    [Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.]     1825.     12<^.    pp.  16. 

•  The  Unitarian's  Answer ;  or,  a  Brief  and  Plain  *  Answer  to  any 
that  ask  a  Reason '  of  our  attachment  to  Unitarianism,  consid- 
ered as  a  System  of  both  Doctrine  and  Instruction.  By  Orville 
Dewey.  New  Bedford :  Pub.  by  the  N.  Bedford  Book  and 
Tract  Association.   Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.   1825.   12°.  pp.24. 

The  same.  Second  Edition.  New  Bedford :  1825.  12°.  pp.  36. 
[Other  editions  published  in  Boston.] 

The  Claims  of  Puritanism.  A  Sermon,  preached  at  the  Annual 
Election,  May  31,  1826,  before  His  Excellency,  Levi  Lincoln, 
Governor;  the  Honorable  Council;  and  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts.  By  Rey.  Oryille  Dawey,  Pastor  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  New  Bedford.    Boston,  1826.    8°.  pp.  32. 

•  Two  Discourses  designed  to  illustrate  in  some  particulars,  the 

original  use  of  the  Epistles  of  the  New  Testament,  compared  with 
their  use  and  application  at  the  present  day.  By  liev.  Oryille 
Dewey,  Pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  New  Bed- 
ford.   Boston,  1827.    12^.    pp.35. 

•  Letters  of  an  English  Traveller  to  his  Friend  in  England  on  the  Re- 

vival of  Religion  in  America.  [By  Or^dlle  Dewey }]  Boston, 
1828.     18"".    pp.142. 

The  Deep  Things  of  the  Gospel.  A  Discourse,  deliyered  at  the  Or- 
dination of  the  Rev.  George  Putnam,  as  Colleague  Pastor  with 
Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.D.,  over  the  First  Church  and  Religious 
Society  in  Roxbury,  July  7,  1830.  By  Oryille  DeVey,  [of  New 
Bedford.]    Published  by  Request.    Boston,  1830.    8°.  pp.  32. 

An  Oration,  delivered  at  Cambridge,  before  the  Society  of  Phi  Beta 
K^tpa,  August  26,  1830.  By  Rev.  Orville  Dewey,  [of  New  Bed- 
ford.]   Boston,  1830.    8°.    pp.32. 

A  Sermon  on  the  Moral  Uses  of  the  Pestilence,  denominated  Asiatic 
Cholera.  Delivered  on  Fast-Day,  August  9,  1832.  By  Rev. 
Orville  Dewey,  Pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in 
New  Bedford.  Published  by  request  of  the  Society.  New  Bed- 
ford:   Printed  by  Beiy.  T.  Congdon.    1832.    8°.    pp.20. 

The  Pulpit  as  a  field  of  Exertion,  Talent  and  Piety.  A  Sermon  de- 
livered at  the  Installation  of  the  Rev.  Edward  B.  Hall,  as  Pastor 
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of  the  First  Congregational  Society  in  Providence.  By  Rer. 
Orville  Dewey.  New  Bedford:  Bei^'.  Lindsey,  Printer.  1832. 
8^.  pp.  36. 
On  the  Preaching  of  our  Saviour.  A  Sermon,  delivered  at  the 
Ordination  of  Joseph  Angier,  as  Pastor  of  the  First  Congre  ga- 
tional  Church  in  New  Bedford,  May  20,  1885.  By  Rev.  Orville 
Dewey.  [Together  with  the  Charge,  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship, 
and  Address  to  the  Society,  delivered  on  the  same  occasion.] 
New  Bedford  :    Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1835.    8<'.    pp.  66. 

[Sermons  contributed  to  the  '*  Liberal  Preacher."]    On  Religious 
Anxiety.    [L.  P.  v6l.  1,  No.  1,  Sermon  1.]    Keene,  N.  H.,  1827. 

8°,    pp.  1-8. 
On  Sectarianism.   [L.  P.,  vol.  2,  No.  9,  S.  10.]   Keene,  1829.  8°. 

pp.  127-144. 
Working  out  our  Salvation  a  Practical  Work.    [L.  P.  new  series, 
vol.  2,  S.  1.]    Bost.  1832.    S"".    pp.  1-14. 

See  No.  171. 
[57.]  Directories.— The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  names  of 
the  inhabitants,  their  occupations,  places  of  business,  and  dwell- 
ing houses,  and  the  town  register,  with  lists  of  the  streets  and  - 
wharves,  the  town  officers;  public  offices  and  banks,  churches 
and  ministers,  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  other  useful  infor- 
mation :  To  which  is  added  the  By-Laws  and  Ordinsnces  of 
said  town.  By  Henry  H.  Crapo.  Also  a  list  of  whale  ships  be- 
longing to  the  United  States.  New  Bedford  :  J.  C.  Parmenter, 
Printer.  1836.  12°.  pp.  126. 
-The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  names  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, their  occupations,  places  of  business,  and  dwelling  huuses, 
and  the  town  register,  with  lists  of  the  streets  and  wharves,  the 
town  officers,  public  offices  and  banks,  churches  and  ministers, 
physicians  and  surgeons,  and  other  useful  information:  To 
which  is  added  a  list  of  whale  ships  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  By-Laws  and  Ordinances  of  New  Bedford.  By 
Henry  H.  Crapo.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  J.  C.  Parmenter. 
1838.     12°.    pp.  156. 

The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  names  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, their  occupations,  places  of  business,  and  dwelling  houses, 
and  the  town  register,  with  lists  of  the  streets  and  wharves,  the 
town  officers,  public  offices  and  banks,  churches  and  ministers, 
physicians  and  surgeons,  and  other  useful  information :  To  which 
is  added  a  list  of  vessels  employed  in  the  whale  fishery  belonging 
to  the  United  States.  By  Henry  H.  Crapo.  New  Bedford:  Printed 
by  Benj.  Lindsey,  September,  1839.    12°.    pp.  168. 

The  New  Bedford  Directory  [same  title  as  the  preceding.]  By  Henry 
H.  Crapo.  New  Bedford :  Press  of  Benj,  Lindsey,  October, 
1841.    12°.    pp.166. 

The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  names  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, their  ocoupationa,  placet  of  business  and  dwelling  houses ; 
and  tfat  town  r^giffter,  with  lists  of  the  etraets  and  wharves,  the 
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town  officers,  public  offices  and  banks,  churches  and  ministers, 
physicians  and  surgeons,  whaling  statistics,  and  other  useful  in- 
formation :  To  which  is  added  the  By-Laws  and  Ordinances  of 
the  town,  together  with  certain  Municipal  Regulations  of  the 
Police.  By  Henry  H.  Crapo.  New  Bedford  :  Press  of  Benj. 
Lindsey,  October,  1845.    12^.    pp.  190. 

The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  city  register,  a  general 
directory  of  the  citizens,  and  a  special  directory  of  trades,  pro- 
fessions, &c.  New  Bedford :  C.  &  A.  Taber.  Press  of  Benj. 
Lindsey.    1849.    12°.    pp.  198. 

The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  city  register,  a  general 
directory  of  the  citizens,  and  a  special  directory  of  trades,  pro- 
fessions, &c.  New  Bedford :  Charles  Taber  &  Co.  Benj.  Lind- 
sey, Printer.    1852.     12o.    pp.  194. 

The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  city  register,  and  a 
general  directory  of  the  citizens.  New  Bedford  :  Chsrles  Taber 
&  Co.   £.  Anthony,  Printer.    1866.     12°.    pp.  192. 

The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  city  register  and  a  gen- 
eral directory  of  the  citizens.  [In  some  copies  a  msp  of  N.  Bed- 
ford and  Fairhaven,  by  Robert  O.  Ingrabam,  inserted.]  New 
Bedford :  Charles  Taber  &  Co.  Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.  1869. 
12°.  pp.182. 
[58.]  *  Doggett,  S.— An  Address  at  the  Dedication  and  Opening  of  Bristol 
Academy,  Taunton,  July  18,  1796.  By  Rct.  Simeon  Doggett. 
New  Bedford :  Printed  by  John  Spooner.  1797. 
[69.]  Eldridge,  A. — A  Sermon,  in  behalf  of  the  American  Education  Soci- 
ety, deliTered  at  its  Anniyersary,  May  23,  1863.  By  Rct.  A. 
Eldridge,  of  New  Bedford.    Boston,  1863.    8°.    pp.16. 

See  No.  131. 

[60.]    Bliot,  T.  D. — Anniversary  Address  delivered  before  the  American 

Institute  of  the  city  of  New  York,  at  the  Broadway  Tabernacle, 

October  17,  1846,  during  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Fair.    By  the 

Hon.T.  D.Eliot,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  N.Y.1846.  8°.  pp.  19. 

Nebraska  and  Kansas.  Speech  of  Hon.  T.  D.  Eliot,  of  Masoachu- 
setts,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  May  10,  1864.  [Wash. 
1864.]     8°.    pp.7. 

The  Territorial  Slave  Policy ;  The  Republican  Party ;  what  the 
North  has  to  do  with  Slavery.  Speech  of  Hon.  Thomas 
D.  Eliot,  of  Mass.  Delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
April  26,  1860,     [Wash.  I860.]     8°.    pp.  8. 

Address  of  Thomas  D.  Eliot  of  the  1st  Congressional  District  of 
Massachusetts  to  his  Constituents.  Washington,  1861.    8°.  pp.8. 

Objects  of  the  War.  Speech  of  Hod.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, in  the  House  of  Rcpfesentatives,  December  12,  1861. 
Wash.     [161.]     8°.    pp.8. 

Independence  of  Hayti.  Speech  of  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  of  Mass., 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  3,  1862,  on  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  Diplomatic  Representatives  to  the 
Rspnblica  of  Hayti  and  Liberia.    [Wash.  1863.]    8^.    pp.  8. 
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Speech  of  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  of  Massachusetts,  delirered  in  the 
House  of  Representatiyes  Feb.  10,  1864,  on  the  bill  for  th^  estab- 
libhment  of  a  fiureau  of  Freedmen's  AflEairs.    Wash.  1864.    8®. 
pp.  16. 
See  Nos.  129,  131.  « 

[61.]    Emerson,  O.  B.— Moral  Education.    A  Lecture,  delivered  at  New 
Bedford,  August  16,  1842,  before  the  American  Institute  of  In- 
struction, by  Geo.  B.  Emerson.    Published  by  a  vote  of  the  In- 
stitute.   Boston :    Wm.  B.  Fowle.     1842.    8^.    pp.  16. 
The  same.    Boston :    Wm.  D.  Ticknor.    1842.    12<^.    pp.  85. 
[62.]    Emerson,  J.  F. — Co-operation  of  Parents  wiih  Teachers.    A  Lecture, 
delivered  before  the  Bristol  County  Teachers'  Association,  at 
Fall  River,  Mass.    By  John  F.  Emerson,  Principal  of  the  High 
School,  New  Bedford.    New  Bedford  :    Printed  by  E.Anthony. 
1851.    8^    pp.  16. 
[63.]    Fairhaven  Documents. — Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the 
Financial  Affairs  of  the  town ;  with  the  Report  of  the  School 
Committee,  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1866.   New  Bedford : 
Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.     1855.    8^.   pp.  8.  18. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
the  town;  and  of  the  School   Committee  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1856.    New  Bedford  :    E.  Anthony,  Printer.    1856. 
8o.    pp.  9,  22. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
the  town ;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1857.    New  Bedford  :     E.  Anthony,  Printer.    1857. 
8°.    pp.  8,  24. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Finannial  Affairs  of 
the  town ;  and  of  the  School   Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1858.    New  Bedford:    E.  Anthony,  Printer.    1858. 
8®.    pp.  8,  21, 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
the  town ;   and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1859.    New  Bedford:    E.  Anthony,  Printer.    1859. 
8°.    pp.  8,  23. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
the  town ;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1860.    New  Bedford  :    E.  Anthony,  Printer.    1860. 
8°.    pp.  8,  16. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
the  town ;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1861.    New  Bedford:    E.  Anthony,  Printer.    1861. 
8°.    pp.  19,  12. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
the  town  ;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1862.    New  Bedford :    E.  Anthony,  Printer.    1862. 
8«>.    pp.  15,  13. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Faiih&ven  on  the  Financial  Affkirs  of 
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the  town ;   and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March  26,  1863.    New  Bedford :    £.  Anthony,  Printer.    1863. 
8°.    pp.  18,  10. 
See  KoB.  12,  124. 

[64.]  Falconer,  W.— The  Shiperreck,  a  Poem.  By  William  Falconer. 
New  Bedford :  Printt^d  and  sold  by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr. 
1802.     12°.     pp.  iv,  136. 

[65.]  Fenelon,  F.  S.  de  la  M. — The  Archbishop  of  Cambray's  Meditations 
and  Soliloquies,  on  various  Religious  Subjects.  With  Reflec- 
tions for  a  Holy  Life.  Also  a  Letter  concerning  Religion,  by 
the  same  Author.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Abraham  Shear- 
man, Jr.     1802.     12°.    pp.  68. 

[66.]  First  Baptist  Church. — Articles  of  Faith  and  GoTemment,  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  William  Street,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
With  a  sketch  of  its  History,  and  a  Catalogue  of  its  members  to 
August,  1842.  To  which  is  added  the  Letter  of  the  Church  to 
the  Taunton  Baptist  Association.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.  1842.  12°.  pp.60. 
Services  at  the  Public  Recognition  of  the  Rev.  Rufus  Babcock, 
D.D.,  as  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Chureh,  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  29th  January,  1846.  Pub- 
lished by  request  of  the  Church.  New  York,  1846.  12°.  pp.  70. 
[Sermon,  by  Wm.  R.  Williams  of  N.  York.] 
Bee  No.  158. 

[67.]  First  Cong.  Society. — Proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  members  and 
pew-holders  of  the  First  Congregational  Society  of  Unitarian 
Christians  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia :  Held  on  the  28th  Sep- 
tember, 1846,  to  receive  and  act  upon  a  Communication  from 
the  First  Congregational  Society  of  New  Bedford,  Massachu- 
setts, relative  to  an  invitation  given  by  that  Society  to  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Fumess,  to  become  their  Pastor.  Printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Society,  Phil.  1846.  8°.  pp.  18. 
Catalogue  of  the  Sunday  School  Library  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  New  Bedford :  Printed 
by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1861.  12°.  pp.  16. 
Sunday  School  Picnic.  First  Congregational  Society,  New  Bed- 
ford: July  28,  1863.  [Hymns  by  Walter  Mitchell  and  Jas.  B. 
Congdon.]  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1863. 
12°,  pp.  4. 
SeeNos.  77,  113; 

[68.]  First  Report  of  the  Auditor  [Daniel  Butler,  Jr.]  of  the  Washington 
Total  Abstinence  Society,  Arom  the  16th  of  July,  1841,  to  Nov. 
16 ih,  inclubive ;  together  with  the  Address  of  the  President  [Lu- 
ther Jenney]  of  said  Society.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj. 
Lindsey.     1841.    8°.    pp.8. 

[69.]  First  Semi- Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  North  Sab- 
bath School  Society,  [connected  with  the  First  Middle  Street 
Christian  Society,]  together  with  the  Constitution  and  By- 
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Laws  of  tlie  Society.  Presented  and  adopted  October  6,  1832. 
New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Congdon.  1832.  12<^. 
pp.  12. 

[70.]  Fleming,  J.  W.  C— The  Second  Downfall  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte : 
a  Poem.  To  the  Reader.  [Written  for  the  «  Budget  Box,"  by 
J.  W.  C.  Fleming  i]    New  Bedford,  [1816.]     8'>.    pp.  11. 

[71.]  Fletcher,  S.  S. — ^A  Sermon,  on  the  Fanaticism  of  the  Present  Age, 
in  which  is  shown  wherein  both  the  Literary  and  Religious  Past 
are  responsible ;  and  wherein  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Fatal 
Delusion  of  Millerism.  Delivered  in  the  TJniTersalist  Church, 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Oct.  29, 1844.  By  Silas  S.Fletcher.  New 
Bedford :    Press  of  Beig.  Lindsey.    1844.    8<^.    pp.  16. 

[72.]  French,  R. — ^Facts  and  Documents  in  the  case  of  Rey.  Charles  Hor- 
gridge ;  with  the  Report  of  his  Committee.  By  Biodney] 
French.  FallRiyer,  1848.  8°.  pp.66. 
The  Day !  The  Hour,  and  the  Man !  [Campaign  Document,  adyo- 
cating  the  election  of  Rodney  French  to  the  office  of  Mayor  of 
N.  Bedford,  for  the  year  1856-56.  New  Bedford :  1856.] 
Broadside. 

[78.]  French  Reyolutlon  (The) ;  including  a  Story,  founded  in  Fact,  of 
Leontine  and  Matilda :  a  Drama.  Written  &  Exhibited  in  the 
United  Fraternity,  at  Dartmouth  College,  1790  ;  Exhibited  also 
at  Windsor,  Vermont,  May,  1791.  Printed  at  New  Bedford, 
Massachusetts,  by  John  Spooner.    1793.    8^.    pp.  67. 

[74.]  Friendly  Visit  (A)  to  the  House  of  Mourning.  New  Bedford:  Printed 
and  sold  by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.    1805.    12*^.    pp.  50. 

[75.]  Friends'  Academy. — Catslogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  of  Friends' 
Academy,  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  for  the  Winter  Term,  1838-9. 
New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1839.  12^.  pp.16. 
Catalogue  of  the  Friends'  Academy,  New  Bedford,  April,  1859. 
New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1859.  12P, 
pp.  16. 

[76.]  Frost,  D.,  Jr.— An  Address,  deliyered  Noy.  12,  1858,  before  the 
Temperance  Society  of  Canterbury,  Conn.  By  Daniel  Frost, 
Jun.  New  Bedford :  Re-printed,  by  B.  Lindsey  &  Son.  1829. 
8°.    pp.24. 

[77.]  Fumess,  W.  H.-- Christianity  a  Spirit.  Discourse  deliyered  at  the 
Ordination  of  Wm.  J.  Potter,  as  Pastor  oyer  the  First  Congrega- 
tionsl  Church  and  Society  in  New  Bedford,  Dec.  28,  1859.  By 
Wm.  H.  Fumess,  Minister  of  the  First  Unitarian  Congregational 
Church  in  Philadelphia.  Printed  for  the  Society.  New  Bed- 
ford, 1860.  8''.  pp.31. 
See  No.  67. 

[78.]    Gifford,  C. — ^Essays  on  Health,  Natural  and  Moral  Laws,  and  Edu- 
cation.   By  Clothier  Gifford,  [of  New  Bedford,]  teacher  of  Nat- 
ural and  Moral  Science,  adyocate  of  Religion,  Purity,  Peace, 
Temperance,  Christian  Union,  &o.    Boston,  n.  d.    8^.    pp.  8. 
Giidwood,  Rer.  J.    See  No.  131. 
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[79.]  Greene,  T.  A.— An  Addrets,  delivered  before  the  Members  of  tbe 
New  Bedford  Lyceum,  at  their  First  Meeting,  December  18th» 

1828.  By  Thomas  A.  Qreene.  Published  by  Request  of  the 
Society.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Gongdon.  1829. 
8*^.    pp.  19. 

[80.]  Orinnell,  J. — Speech  of  Mr.  [Joseph]  Qrinnell,  of  Massachusetts,  on 
the  Tariff;  with  Statistical  Tables  of  the  Whale  Fishery  of  the 
United  States.  Delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  May  1,  1844.    Wash.  1844.    8°.    pp.  16. 

[81.]  Ouano,  its  Origin  and  Properties;  with  a  Practical  Treatise  on  its 
value  and  use ;  with  results,  proving  it  to  be  the  most  potent, 
portable,  and  the  cheapest  Manure  in  the  world.  New  Bed- 
ford :    Printed  by  Wm.  Young.    1846.    8°.    pp.  14. 

[82.]  Hall,  D.  W.— Arctic  Rovings ;  or  The  Adventures  of  a  New  Bedford 
Boy  on  Sea  and  Land.  By  Daniel  Weston  Hall.  Boston,  1861. 
120.    pp.171. 

[83.]  Harrington,  W.  H.  [«  Fnnguntum."]— Speech  of  Lieutenant  Will- 
iam H.  Harrington  at  the  [N.  Bedford  Militia]  Company  Elec- 
tion, Dec.  26,  1829.    New  Bedford:    [Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.] 

1829.  1  p.  12°. 

Harrington's  Oration,  [delivered  in  New  Bedford,  July  4,  1838.  By 
William  H.  Harrington.    New  Bedford :    1838.]    Broadside. 

[84.]  Harris,  T.  M.— A  Sermon  preached  at  New  Bedford,  October 
26,  1814,  at  the  Ordination  of  Rev.  Ephraim  Randall.  By 
Rev.  Thaddeus  Mason  Harris,  D.D.,  Pastor  of  the  First  Church 
in  Dorchester.  [Together  with  the  Charge,  by  the  Rev.  John 
Read,-  D.D.,  of  Bridgewater,  and  the  Right  hand  of  Fellowahip, 
by  the  Rev.  John  Pipon,  of  Taunton.]  New  Bedford :  Printed 
by  Benj.  Lindsey.     1814.    B°.    pp.  39. 

[85.]  Hawes,  Mrs  E. — The  Harp  of  Acushnet:  Poems,  by  Mrs.  Elisa- 
beth Hawes.    Boston,  1838.    12®.    pp.  viii,  172. 

[86.]  Hawley,  S. — Reply  to  Elder  Knapp.  Open  Communion,  in  oppo- 
sition to  Restricted  Communion,  maintained.  The  substanee  of 
two  Lectures,  delivered  in  New  Bedford,  on  Sabbath  Evenings, 
May  Ist  and  8th,  1842.  By  Silas  Hawley.  New  Bedford: 
Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1842.    8°.    pp.  86. 

[87.]  Hervey,  E.  W.-~A  Catalogue  of  the  Plants  found  in  New  Bedfbrd 
and  its  vicinity ;  arranged  according  to  the  season  of  their  Flower- 
ing. By  E.  W.  liervey.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  E.An- 
thony.    1860.    8°.    pp.  30. 

[88.]  Heywood,  J.  H. — ^Evangelical  Character  of  Unitarian  Christianity. 
By  John  H.  Heywood,  Minister  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  preached  July  3,  1859.  New  Bedford :  Be^j.  Lind- 
sey, Printer.    1859.    8°.    pp.  8. 

[89.J  Holmes,  A. — An  Address,  delivered  before  the  Members  of  the  Bar 
of  the  County  of  Bristol,  Mass.,  at  New  Bedford,  June  Term, 
1834.  By  Abraham  Holmes.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj. 
T.Congdon.    1834.    8°.    pp.24. 
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[90.]  •  Holmes,  S. — [ThankBgiying  Senaon.]    By  Sylvester  Holmes.  New 
Bedford,  1814.    S^"  ? 
*  [A  Sermon  preached  at  the  Ordination  of  Freeman  P.  Howland, 

at  Hanson,  Oct.  26, 1826.] 
A  Sermon,  preached  at  the  Funeral  of  Hon.  Laban  Wheaton,  at 
Norton,  March  26,  1846.    By  Sylvester  Holmes,  Pastor  of  the 
Pacific  Congregational  Church,  New  Bedford.    Boston,  1846. 
8°.    pp.24. 
A  Sermon,  delivered  at  the  Funeral  of  Mr.  Shadrach  Standish,  No- 
vember, 1837.    Also,  a  Sermon,  preached  May,  1847,  after  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Averlck  Parker,  wife  of  Hon.  John  A.  Parker. 
By  Sylvester  Holmes,  Pastor  of   the  Pacific    Congregational 
Church,  New  Bedford.    New  Bedford  :    Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer. 
1847.    8o.    pp.27. 
Beport  of  the  doings  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Council  convened  May 
14,   1850,  to  act  upon  the  dismission  of  the  Rev.  Sylvester 
Holmes,  Pastor  of  the  Pacific  Church,  in  New  Bedford.    New 
Bedford:    Printed  by  £.  Anthony.    1850.    8°.    pp.  15. 
A  Statement  concerning  the  Recent  Assault  upon  the  Character  of 
the  Rev.  Sylvester  Holmes,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.    Boston, 
1851.    S°,    pp.46. 

[91.]  Horton,  S.  J.— «•  Prayer  the  only  True  Relief  for  the  AflUcted."  A 
Sermon,  preached  in  Grace  Church,  New  Bedford,  the  Sixteenth 
Sunday  after  Trinity,  September  15th,  1850.  By  Sanford  J. 
Horton,  Rector.  (Printed  by  Request,  for  Private  Circulation.) 
Providence,  1850.  S"".  pp.  16. 
[With  an  Appendix,  containing  an  Obituary  Notice  of  Mrs.  Anna 
£.  Horton,  wife  of  the  Rector.] 

[92.]  Howard,  M.  S. — The  Christian  Never  Dies.  A  Sermon  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Deacon  Samuel  Staples ;  preached  in  South 
Dartmouth,  March  9th,  1862.  By  Rev.  Martin  S.  Howard, 
Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Published  by  Request. 
New  Bedford:  E.  Anthony,  Printer.  1862.  8^  pp.15. 
Light  in  the  Evening  Time.  A  Sermon  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Betoy,  wife  of  Deacon  Matthews  Thacher.  Preached  in 
South  Dartmouth,  Aug.  10th,  1862.  By  Rev.  Martin  S.  Howard, 
Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Published  by  Request. 
New  Bedford:  E.  Anthony,  Printer.  1862.  8^  pp.16. 
The  Divine  Sanction — ^The  Basis  of  Human  Success.  A  Sermon 
preached  in  South  Dartmouth  on  the  occasion  of  the  Anniifii 
Thanksgiving,  Nov.  27,  1862.  By  Rev.  Martin  S.  Howard, 
Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Published  by  Re- 
quest. New  Bedford:  E.  Anthony,  Printer.  1862.  8^. 
pp.  23. 

[93.]    Howe,  W.— Catalogue  of  Library  Books  for  Sale,  or  Circulation, 
by  William  Howe.    [New  Bedford.    1829.]     12^    pp.26. 

[94.]    Howland,  R.— The  Christian  Reader.    Gleanings  from  divers  fields. 
A  New  Miscellany,  intended  for  a  first-class  Book  in  Schools, 
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and  for  general  distribution  in  Families.    [Compiled  by  Rachel 
Howland.]    Boston,  1856.    12^.    pp.  363. 

[95.]    Is  the  Harbor  of  New  Bedford  of  any  Importance  to  its  Inhabitants  } 
New  Bedford:    Printed  by  E.  Anthony.    [1854?]    S'^.    pp.8. 
[Reprint  of  the  Surrey  of  New  Bedford  Harbor,  1853.] 

[96.]    SLeUey,  J.  F.— History  of  the  New  Bedford  Chnrches.     [By  JT.  Fil- 
more  Kelley.]    New  Bedford :    Printed  by  B.  Anthony.    1854. 
8°.    pp.74. 
New  Bedford  Traders  in  Rhyme.    [By  J.  Filmore  Kelley.]    New 

Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.     1860.    12o.    pp.23. 
Sketches  of  the  Members  of  the  Municipal  Qovemment,  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  year  1861.    [By  J.  Filmore  Kelley.]    New  Bedford: 
Printed  [by  Beig.  landsey]  at  the  office  of  the  Shipping  List. 
1861.     12P.    pp.24. 

[97.]  *  Kempis,  T.  a. — ^Of  the  Imitation  of  Christ.  In  three  Books.  Trans- 
lated from  the  Latin  of  Thomas  a  Kempis.  By  John  Payne. 
New  Bedford:  Published  by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.  1802. 
12*^.  pp.  287.  [''An  Ed.  of  oyer  1200  copies  printed."] 
The  same.  Second  Edition.  New  Bedford :  Published  by  Abra- 
ham Shearman,  Jr.  Printed  in  Boston,  by  E.  Lincoln.  1805. 
12°.  pp.  yiii,  256. 
The  Yalley  of  Lilies,  and  the  Soliloqny-of  the  Soul.  A  new  trans- 
lation from  the  Latin  of  Thomas  a  Kempis,  Author  of  « The 
Imitation  of  Christ."  New  Bedford:  Printed  and  sold  by  A. 
Shearman,  Jr.  1807.  12<>.  pp.  yiii,  252.  [A  set  was  formed 
of  some  copies  of  the  last  two  yolumes,  with  an  additional  title, 
«  Works  of  Thomas  a  Kempis,"  prefixed.] 

[98.]  •  Kempton,  J.  D  .^The  Qolden  Age.   A  Monthly  Magazine  of  Refined 
Literature.    John  D.  Kempton,  Publisher  and  Proprietor.    New 
Bedford:    Printed  by  Chas.  H.  Kingsford.    1850.    8^ 
[First  numb^  pub.  May,  1850.    Continued  some  months  in  N.  Bed- 
ford ;  afterwards  pub.  in  Boston.    DiBContinued  1852  ?] 

[99.]  Kielblock,  F.— Libretto  to  MUes  Standish.  By  Franx  Kielblock. 
[The  Poems,  by  Chas.  T.  Cougdon.]  New  Bedford :  Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.     1860.    12P.    pp.  15. 

[100.]  Ladies'  Tract  Society. — Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ladies'  Tract  and 
City  Missionary  Society ;  with  the  Annual  Report  of  T.  R.  Den- 
nison,  and  Treasurer's  Report ;  also  a  Synopsis  of  the  Address 
ofRey.  H.W.Parker.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  E.  Anthony. 
1857.  8°.  pp.8. 
Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ladies'  City  Tract  and  Missionary 
Society;  with  the  Annual  Report  of  T.  R.  Deuuson,  and  Secre- 
tary's Report;  also  the  Address  of  Rey.  J.  P.  Tnstin.  New 
Bedford:  Printed  by  E.  Anthony.  1861.  8^.  pp.7. 
See  No.  180. 

[101.]  Laws  of  New  Bedford  South  School,  5th  mo.  1808.  [New  Bedford : 
Printedby  Benj.  Lindsey.    1808.]    12P.    pp.8. 

[102.]    Laws  (The)  of  Siasoonset,  a  Ballad,  proposed  with  a  Pipe  of  Tobacco, 
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M  an  Eyening's  Amtuement  to  the  Fishermen.  (To  the  Tune 
•<  Vicar  of  Bray.")  fiy  a  Friend  of  Natire  Simplicity.  (First 
Published  an  1797.)  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey. 
1845.    9P.    pp.8. 

[103.]  •  Lindsey,  H«— New  Bedford  Harbor  Signal  Book.    [Compiled  by 
Henry  Lindsey .]    New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey. 
[1848?]     12°. 
[Yarious  Editions  Reyised  and  Corrected.    The  last  Compiled  by 
Geo.  O.  Coffin.    1860.    12°.    pp.  12.] 

[104.]  Lyceum. — Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  New-Bedford  Lyceum. 
Adopted  Noyember  27,  1828.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj. 
T.  Congdon.  1829.  8^.  pp.  6. 
General  Directions  for  Collecting  and  Preserying  Articles  in  the 
yarious  Departments  of  Natural  History :  Bespectfully  submit- 
ted by  the  Lyceum,  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  to  the  atten- 
tion of  TrayellerB,  Sea-faring  Men,  and  all  Loyers  of  Nature  and 
of  Nature's  Handy  Works,  who  are  willing  to  lend  their  Aid  in 
promoting  the  Cause  of  Science,  and  adyancing  the  Progress  of 
the  Arts.  New  Bedford  :  Printed  by  J.  C.  Parmenter.  1837. 
8®.  pp.  8. 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Lyceum  of  the  town  of  New  Bed- 
ford, as  adopted  May  29,  I860.  With  a J^jstof  the  Members, 
and  of  the  Officers  for  the  year  1860-61.  fidUa  Sketch  of  the 
Origin  and  Progress  of  the  Lyceum,  by  Jas.  B.  Congdon.]  New 
Bedford:  Printed  by  E.  Anthony.  1860.  12^.  pp.20. 
See  No.  79. 

[105.]  Mackie,  A.,  Jr. — An  Address  to  the  Members  and  Visitors  of  Acush- 
net  Diyision,  No.  87,  Sons  of  Temperance,  by  Andrew  Mackie, 
Jr.,  M.  A.,  on  the  occasion  of  his  Induction  into  the  office  of 
llVorthyilPatriarch;  October  7th,  1862.  Published  by  Kequest. 
New  Bedford:    £.  Anthony,  Printer.     1862.    BP.    pp.20. 

[105a.]  «  Macy,  B.  F. — Lecture  on  Mysterious  Knockings,  Mesmerism,  fro., 
with  a  brief  History  of  the  Old  Stone  Mill,  and  a  Prediction  of  its 
Fall;  deliyered  before  the  Anti-Quarian  Society  at  Newport, 
R.  I.,  Feb.  14,  1851.  By  Professor  Benjamin  Franklin  Macy, 
LL.D.,  Professor  of  Mesmerism.    [Newport,  1851.]     8^.    pp.  8. 

[106.]  *  Marauder  (The) :  an  Original  Tale  of  the  Seyenteenth  Century. 
New  Bedford :  [Printed  by  J.  C.  Melcher,  at  the  Office  of  the 
New  England  Qasette.]     1823.    12°  ? 

[107.]  Morriatt,  J. — Poems,  by  John  Morriatt.  To  which  is  prefixed  a 
Short  Account  of  the  Author,  including  Extracts  from  some  of 
his  Letters.  Printed  in  England,  1803.  New-Bedford:  Re- 
printed by  A.  Shearman,  Jr.    1805.    17P,    pp.  xlii,  141. 

[108.]  •  MendaU,  P.  H.— The  New  Bedford  Practical  Receipt  Book.    By 
P[hebe]  H.Mendall.    New  Bedford:    Chas.  Taber  fc  Co.    E. 
Anthony,  Printer.    1859.    12o.    pp.99. 
•  The  same.    New  and  Reyised  Edition.     New  Bedford :    Chas. 
Taber  ft  do.    B.  Anthony,  Printer.   1862.    12P.    pp.-'86. 
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[109.]  Mifflin,  W.— A  Serious  Expostulation  with-  the  Members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States.  Bj  Warner 
Mifflin.  Philadelphia^  Printed :  Re*printed  by  J.  Spooner,  in 
New  Bedford.  1793.  12<>.  pp.  16. 
[A  Bemonstrance  against  the  action  of  the  House  on  his  Memorial  re- 
specting the  Abolition  of  Slavery.] 

[110.]  Minutes  of  the  New  England  Annual  Conference,  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  held  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  from  June  10th  to  the  21st,  1862.  New  Bedford :  Printed 
by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1852.    8°.   pp.  15. 

[111.]  *  Miscellanies,  Moral  and  Instructiye;  in  Prose  and  Yerse  from 
various  Authors.    Designed  for  the  use  of  Schools,  and  Improve- 
ment of  young  persons  of  both  sexes.    New  Bedford :    Printed 
by  John  Spooner.    1794.    12°.    pp.  200. 
Mitchell,  Bev.  Walter.    See  Nos.  21, 67. 

[112.]  •  Morgridge,  C« — A  Discourse  on  the  Reciprocal  Duties  of  a  Minis- 
ter and  his  People ;  delivered  at  the  opening  of  the  Christian 
Chapel  in  Salem,  May  1st,  1828.  By  Charles  Morgridge.  Bos- 
ton, 1828.  12<'.  pp.  24. 
The  True  Believer's  Defence  against  charges  preferred  by  Trinita- 
rians, for  not  believing  in  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  the  Deity  of 
Christ,  the  Trinity,  &o.  By  Charles  Morgridge,  Minister  of 
the  First  Christian  Church,  in  New  Bedford.  New  Bedford : 
Published  by  Wm.  Howe.  Printed  by  J.  C.  Parmenter.  1837. 
12°.  pp.168. 
Appendix  to  the  «  True  Believer's  Defence";  or,  A  Reply  to  «  The 
True  Fsith  Vindicated,"  a  work  purporting  to  have  been  writ- 
ten by  Phineas  Crandall,  Pastor  of  the  Second  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  New  Bedford.  By  the  Author  of  the  Defence 
[Rev.  Chas.  Morgridge.}  New  Bedford,  Wm.  Howe :  Printed 
by  J.  C.  Parmenter.  1837.  12°.  pp.60. 
See  Nos.  49, 72. 

[118.]    Morison,  J.  H.— A  Sermon,  preached  before  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Society,  in  New  Bedford,  Sunday  Morning,  Nov.  27, 
1842.    By  John  H.  Morison.    Not  Published.    New  Bedford : 
Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1842.    pp.  16. 
[Occasioned  by  the  Death  of  Mary,  and  of  Edward  Everett,  children 

of  John  H.  and  Sarah  P.  Clifford.] 
Memoir  of  Robert'Swain .  [By  John  H.  Morison.  With  an  Appen- 
dix :  Extract  from  Mr.  Peabody's  Sermon ;  Extracts  from  let- 
ters received  from  two  of  his  friends,  after  his  death.  Boston.] 
1846.  12°.  pp.  [iv,]  259. 
The  same.  [With  a  Preface.]  Boston,  Jas.  Munroe  &  Co.  *  1847. 
12°.    pp,  [viii,]  259. 

[This  edition  was  published  for  general  circulation.  Of  the  first 
edition  a  small  number  of  copies  was  printed  for  the  use  of 
his  friends  only.] 

[114.]  •  Morse,  W.— On  BeyivalB  Of  Religion.    A  8«rmon  delivered  in 
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New  Bedford,  April  17,  1881.  By  WilHam  Hone,  (Teacher 
of  XJniverBalism.)  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  BeDJ.  T.  Cong- 
don.    1831.    8°?    pp.20. 

[115.]    Mudge,  E. — A  Series  of  Lectures  particularly  adapted  to  Young 

People ;  and  now  published  for  the  special  use  of  Seamen.    By 

Enoch  Hndge,  Minister  of   the  New-Bedford  Port  Society. 

New  Bedford:    J.  C.  Parmenter, Printer.    1886.   12^   pp.111. 

An  Address  to  Sailors.    [By  Enoch  Mudge.   New  Bedford,]  n.  d. 

8°.    pp.8. 
See  No.  131. 

[118.]  ^  Murray,  L. — ^The  Power  of  Religion  on  the  Mind,  in  Retirement, 
Affliction,  and  at  the  Approach  of  Death  :  Exemplified  in  the 
Testimonies  and  Experience  of  persons  distinguished  by  their 
greatness,  learning,  or  Tirtue.  [By  Lindley  Murray.]  New 
Bedford :    Printed  by  Abraham  Shearman.    1800.    12<'.t 

[117.]  Nanscawen,  W.^A  copy  of  the  Valuation  of  Taxrble  Property  in 
the  city  of  New  Bedford,  and  the  Tax  for  the  year  1849.  Pre- 
pared by  Wm.  Nanscawen.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  B. 
Anthony.    1850.    8°.    pp.  48. 

[118.]  Neukomm,  S.— Dayid :  an  Oratorio,  in  two  Parts.  Composed  by 
Cheyalier  Sigismond  Neukomm.  To  be  performed  by  the  New 
Bedford  Haydh  Society,  on  [Tuesday]  Byening,  [Oct.  9, 1838,] 
at  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts'  Church.    Boston,  1838.    8^.    pp.  8. 

[1 19.]  New  Bedford  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  List  of  Officers ; 
[and  object  of  the  Association.]  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  E. 
Anthony.    1853.     1  p.  8^. 

[120.]    North  Congregational  Church.-— The  Confession  of  Faith  and  Coye- 
nant,  adopted  and  used  by  the  [North]  Congregational  Church 
in  New  Bedford.    Published  at  the  Request,  and  tor  the  use  of 
the  Members  of  said  Church.    New  Bedford :    Printed  by  Benj. 
Lindsey.    1828.    12°.   pp.  11. 
The  Confession  of  Faith  and  Coyenant  adopted  and  used  by  the 
[North]  Congregational  Church  in  New  Bedford.    Printed  at 
the  Request,  and  for  the  Members  of  said  Church.    New  Bed- 
ford :    Printed  by  BenJ.  Lindsey.    1844.    12''.    pp.  12. 
[Reprint  of  the  Ed.  of  1823 ;  with  <•  The  Christian's  Duty"  added.] 
Catalogue  of  Books  belonging  to  the  Sabbath  School  Library  of 
the  North  Congregational  Church.    New  Bedford :    Printed  by 
BenJ.  Lindsey.    1840.    BP.    pp.11. 

[121.]  Ogden,  Q.  W.— A  Letter  to  Hull  Barton,  an  Excommunicated 
Member  from  the  Society  of  Friends;  now  a  New  Light 
Preacher:— Shewing,  First,  that  he  has  never  been  called  by 
God,  to  the  work  of  the  Gospel  Ministry ;  Secondly,  that  he  is 
not  qualified  for  that  work  ;  and  Thirdly,  that  the  Doctrine  he 
exhibits  is  that  of  Ranterism,  and  consequently  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  By  his  Friend  Notus  Nimini 
[George  W.  Ogden.]  [New  Bedford,]  1823.  8^.  pp.  12. 
Letters,  from  the  West,  4»omprising  a  Tour  through  the  Weeteqi 
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Gountryi  and  a  Kesidenoe  of  two  Summera  in  the  Btatet  of  Ohio 
and  Kentucky :  Originally  .written  in  Letters  to  a  Brother. 
By  George  W.  Ogden.  New  Bedford :  Publisfaed  by  Melcher 
&  Rogers,  Water  Street.    1823.     12^.    pp.  120. 

[122.]  [Order  of  the  Procession  of  •*  The  Inyindbles/'  July  4, 1860.  New 
Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.]    1860.     1  p.  8°. 

[123.]  Orphans'  Home. — Ninth  Annual  Beport  of  the  Managers  of  the 
«  Orphans'  Home."  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Beig.  liindsey. 
1852.  12^  pp.8. 
Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  New  Bedford  Orphans' 
Home.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Be^j.  Lindsey.  1663.  8^. 
pp. 16. 
See  No.  127. 

[124.]  *  Osbom,  S. — An  Oration  oommemoratiTe  of  American  Indepen- 
dence, deliyered  to  a  Republican  Audience  at  New  Bedford, 
[Falrhayen,]  July  4,  1810.  By  Sellick  Osbom.  Boston, 
1810.    8°. 

[126.]  Parker,  H.  W.— Verse.  By  H.  W.  P.  [Henry  W.  Parker.]  Boston, 
1862.  12<'.  pp.144. 
•  The  Despised  Race.  A  Discourse,  preached  in  the  Salem  Baptist 
Church,  New  Bedford,  December  28,  1862.  By  Henry  W.  Par- 
ker, Pastor  of  the  North  Congregational  Church,  New  Bedford, 
Mass.  New  Bedford :  Prmted  by  Fessenden  &  Baker.  1868. 
8°.  pp.  16. 
See  No.  100. 

[126.]  «  Parsons,  T.— Christianity  a  System  of  Peace,  in  two  Letters.  By 
Thomas  Parsons,  a  Minister  of  the  Baptist  Society,  in  Bngland. 
New  Bedford:    Published  by  A.  Shearman,  Jr.    1814.    12o. 

[127.]  Peabody,  E.-^A  Discourse  deliyered  at  the  First  Public  Meeting 
of  the  New  Bedford  Orphans'  Home,  Deo.  7, 1842,  by  Bphraim 
Peabody.  Boston,  1842.  89.  pp.  80. 
Bulogy  on  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  deliyered  before  the  Citizens  of  New  Bedford,  April  27, 
1841.  By  Ephraim  Peabody.  New  Bedford:  Pub.by  Wm. 
Howe.  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1841.  8^.  pp.  89. 
See  No.  113. 

[128.]  «  Perry,  B.  C— A  Treatise  on  the  Human  Hair  and  its  Diseases. 
By  Bela  C.  Perry.  New  Bedford:  Published  by  Charles 
Taber&Co.    [Printed  by  E.  Anthony.]    1869.    12^).   pp.192. 

[129.]  Petition  of  George  Howland,  Jr.,  and  others,  to  widen  the  Draw  of 
the  New  Bedford  Bridge,  firom  thirty-one  to  sixty  feet.  Speech 
of  Hon.  Robert  Rantoul,  Jr.,  before  the  Joint  LegislatlTe  Com- 
mittee on  Mercantile  Affairs  and  Insurance,  Boston,  March  26, 
1861 .  Hon.  Be^J .  Seayer,  Chairman  of  Committee*  Hon.  Robert 
Rantoul,  Jr.,  for  the  Petitioners.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Esq.,  for 
the  Respondents.  Phonographic  Report  of  Dr.  Jas.  W.  Stone. 
Boston,  1861.    BP.    pp.  16. 

[180.]    Plain  Statment  (A)  of  Faots»  or,  History  of  the  Oiffionlties  exist- 
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ing  in  the  Whig  Party  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  pa<t  two 
years.  Printed  by  order  of  the  Committee.  New  Bedford, 
1848.  8°.  pp.15. 
[131.]  Port  Society. — First  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  New  Bedford  Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improyement  of 
Seamen.  Presented  at  their  Aiu^^<^  Meeting,  June  7,  1881 ; 
[with  the  Constitution  of  the  Society,  and  List  of  Officers.] 
New  Bedford:,  Printed  by  Beiy'.  T.  Congdon.  1831.  8°. 
pp.  24. 

Second  Annual  B.eport  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen,  May 
2,  1832 ;  [with  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  By-Laws,  and  List  of 
Officers.]  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Congdon.  1832. 
8°.    pp.  16. 

Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
November  6,  1832.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Cong- 
don.   1832.    8°.    pp.  8. 

Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
November  5,  1833.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Cong- 
don.   1833.    pp.  12. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
November  4,  1834.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Cong- 
don.   1835.    8''.    pp.  15. 

Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
Nov.  5, 1835.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Congdon. 
1836.    B^.    pp.11. 

Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
Nov.  5,  1836.  [Written  by  Jas.  B.  Congdon.]  New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  J.  C.  Parmenter.     1836.    8^    pp.16. 

Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Society,  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
Not.  6, 1837.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  J.  C.Parmenter.  1837. 
8°.    pp.  12. 

Report  of  the  Ladies'  Branch  of  the  Port  Society,  on  the  subject  of 
their  Clothing  Store  in  New  Bedford.  Presented  March  8,  }838, 
Published  by  Order  of  the  Society.  New  Bedford :  [Printed 
by  J.  C.  Parmenter.]     1838.    BP.    pp.  15. 

Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Society,  for  the  Moral  Improvenfbnt  of  Seamen.  Presented 
Nov.  6,  1838.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1838. 
8°.    pp.8. 

Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Society,  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen,    Plresented 
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Oct.  6, 1839.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  BenJ.  L!ndeey.  1840* 
8°.  pp.  6. 
Snow,  T.  W.— Address,  dftliyered  before  the  New  Bedford  For^ 
Society  for  the  Moral  Lnprovement  of  Seamen,  at  an  ai^oamment 
of  their  Annual  Meeting,  November  7th,  1839.  By  Ber.  Theo- 
dore W.  Snow.  Published  at  the  Bequest  of  the  BxecutiTe  Board 
of  said  Society.  [Also  the  Act  of  Incorporation  and  By-Laws 
of  the  Society.]    New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Bei^.  Lindsey. 

1840.  8^    pp.23. 

Elerenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen.  Fke- 
sented  to  the  Society  at  their  Annual  Meeting,  Oct.  13,  1840. 
New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Beij.  Lindsey.    1840.    d9,  pp.11. 

Beport  of  the  Ladies'  Branch  of  the  Port  Society,  on  the  subject  of 
their  Clothing  Store.    New  Bedford :    Printed  by  "Beoj .  Lindsey. 

1841.  80.   pp.8. 

Twelfth  Annual  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Port  Society,  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen.  Pre- 
sented to  the  Society,  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  October  12th, 

1841.  New  Bedford :    Printed  by  Bei^'.  Lindsey.    1842.    8^. 
pp.  10. 

Thirteenth  Annual  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New 
Bedford  Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen. 
Presented  to  the  Society  at  their  Annual  Meeting,  October  12tiit 

1842.  New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1842.    S^. 
pp. 18. 

Wayland,  F.— The  Claims  of  Whalemen  on  Christian  Benevolence : 
a  Discourse  delivered  in  the  Baptist  Church,  William  Street^  at 
the  Request  of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society,  on  the  Evening 
of  November  20th,  1842.  By  Prancis  Wayland.  New  Bedford : 
Printed  by  Beig.  Lindsey.    1848.    8^   pp.26. 

Mudge,  E.— This  Tract  is  the  Substance  of  the  Farewell  Discourse 
of  Bev.  Enoch  Mudge,  delivered  before  the  New  Bedford  Port 
Society,  July  14,  1844,  and  Published  by  the  Executive  Board, 
for  distribution  among  Seamen,    Lynn,  [1844.]    12^.    pp.11. 
[The  Reports  for  1843-47  were  not  priated.] 

Weiss,  J. — ^The  Claims  of  Seamen.  An  Address,  delivered  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society,  December 
10,  1848.  By  Rev.  John  Weiss.  With  the  Society's  Nineteenth 
Annual  Report.  Published  by  vote  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
Boston,  1840.     l^.  pp.  35. 

Eldridge,  A.— The  Character  and  Claims  of  Seamen.  An  Address. 
Delivered  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society, 
February  10,  1860.  By  Rev.  Azariah  Eldridge.  With  the 
Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  [Written 
by  Jas.  B.  Congdon.]  Published  by  vote  of  the  Executive  Board. 
New  Bedford:  Chas.  ft  Augustus  Taber.  [Printed  by  Be^j. 
liiadsey.]   I860.    8^.   pp.24. 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Bocietj 
for  the  Moral  Improyement  of  Seamen.  Presented  Jannary  30, 
1852.  [Written  by  Jaa.  B.  Congdon.]  With  the  -Charter  and 
By-Laws  of  the  Society,  and  a  List  of  its  Life  Members  and  Offi- 
cers.   New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.Lindsey.  1862.  8°.  pp.82. 

Eliot,  T.  D.— An  Address  before  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society,  at 
a  Public  Meeting  of  that  Association,  April  29, 1865.  By  the 
Hon .  Thomas  D.  Eliot.  Published  by  Request  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Port  Society.  To  which  is  added  the  Twenty-Fifth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  [Written  by  JTas.  B.  Congdon,] 
and  a  List  of  the  Officers  of  the  Society,  for  the  year  1866.  New 
Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1866.    8^.    PP«  29. 

Twenty-Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New 
Bedford  Port  Society,  January  26,  1866.  [Written  by  Jas.  B. 
Congdon.]  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  E.  Anthony.  1866. 
8°.  pp.  8, 

Craig,  W.— An  Address  deliyered  before  the  New  Bedford  Port 
Society,  on  the  occasion  of  its  Twenty-Seroith  AnniTersary, 
Febnuiry  16th,  1867.  By  Rev.  Wheelock  Craig.  With  the  An- 
nual Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  [Written  by  Frederic 
A.  Washburn.]  Published  by  Request  of  the  Ezecutiye  Board. 
New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Bei\}.  Lindsey.    1867.    8°.    pp.27. 

Girdwood,  J. — An  Address  deliyered  before  the  New  Bedford  Port 
Society,  on  the  occasion  of  its  Twenty-Eighth  Anniyersary,  Feb- 
ruary 28th,  1868.  By  Rey.  John  Girdwood.  With  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  [Written  by  Edmund  Rod- 
man.] Published  by  Request  of  the  Executiye  Board.  New 
Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1868.    8°.    pp.24. 

Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Manages  of  the 
New  Bedford  Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improyement  of 'Sea- 
men. Also  the  Report  of  the  Seamen's  Bethel  Sunday-School. 
[With  the  ••  Order  of  Proceedings  "  at  the  «•  Public  Meeting  "  of 
the  Society,  April  17,  1869,  inserted.]  New  Bedford :  Printed 
by  E.Anthony.     1869.    8°.    pp.22. 

Thirtieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  Bed- 
fort  Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Lnproyement  of  Seamen.  Pre- 
sented and  Accepted  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  January  27, 1860, 
and  Read  at  the  Public  Meeting,  February  12,  1860.  New  Bed- 
ford :    Printed  by  Bei^.  Lindsey,     1860.    8^.    pp.  16. 

Thirty-First  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New 
Bedford  Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improyement  of  Seamen. 
Presented  and  Accepted,  at  the  Annual  Meeting.  Jan.  26, 1861 ; 
and  Read  at  the  Public  Meeting,  Jan.  27,  1861.  [With  Jas.  B. 
Congdon's  Address  to  the  Board  at  the  Regular  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing, June  29,  1860,  in  relation  to  the  death  of  Mrs.  Sarah  R. 
Arnold.]  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  E.  Anthony.  1861.  S*'. 
pp. 16. 

Thir^-Second  Annual  Report  of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society  for 
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the  Moral  ImproTement  of  Seamen,  Jan.  SI,  1862.  With  an 
Address,  by  Rev.  William  S.  Studley,  before  the  AnniTersary 
Meeting.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Fessenden  &  Baker.  1862. 
8<>.    pp.16. 

Thirty-Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New 
Bedford  Fort  Society,  for  the  Moral  ImproTement  of  Seamen. 
Presented  and  accepted  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  January  80th, 
1863,  and  Read  at  the  Fublio  Meeting,  February  16th,  1863. 
[With  an  Appendix,  containing  a  concise  History  of  the  So- 
ciety.] New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Fessenden  k  Baker.  1868. 
8o.  pp.16. 
[182.]  Porteus,  B. — A  Summary  of  the  Principal  Byidences  for  the  Truth 
and  Diyine  Origin  of  the  Christian  ReTelation.  Designed  chiefly 
for  the  use  of  Young  Persons.  By  Beilby  [Porteus],  Lord 
Bishop  of  London.  From  the  Fourth  London  Edition.  New 
Bedford:  Printed  by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.  1802.  12^^. 
pp.  yiii,  130. 
[183.]  Posted  Up,  or  the  Triumphs  of  Ways  and  Means.  Published  by 
Robert  Tilden.  New  Bedford:  Printed  in  Boston,  1860.  12^. 
pp.  24. 
[134.]  Potter,  W.  J.— Discourse.  [Preached  in  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  New  Bedford,  Sunday,  May  13,  I860.]  By  Wm.  J. 
Potter.  ^ New  Bedford:  (Not Published.)  Printed  by  Bei^. 
Lindseyf  1860.    8^.    pp.  18. 

[Occasioned  by  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Sarah  R.  Arnold,  to  whose 
Memory  it  is  dedicated.  Prefixed  is  an  Obituary  Notice  of  Mrs. 
Arnold  from  the  New  Bedford  Mercury.] 

The  Same.  Second  Edition.  New  Bedford  :  Printed  by  Ben), 
Lindsey.    1860.    8^ 

The  Same.  Third  Edition.  New  Bedford  :  [Printed  by  E.  An- 
thony.]    1860.    8^'.    pp.  17. 

The  Inner  Light  and  Culture :  an  Address,  delivered  before  the 
Alumni  Association  of  Friends'  New  England  Yearly  Meeting 
School,  at  their  Third  Annual  Meeting  at  Newport,  1861. 
By  WUliam  J.  Potter.  New  Bedford :  Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer. 
1861.    8°.    pp.  16. 

A  Pulpit  Yiew  of  the  Business  Interests  of  our  City.    Second  dis- 
course on  this  subject  in  the  Unitarian  Church,  Sunday  Morn- 
ing, Jan.  25,  [1863.]    By  Rey.  Wm.  J.  Potter.    1  p.  40. 
[Re-printed  from  the  New  Bedford  Daily  Mercury.] 

See  No.  77. 
[135.]  Prentiss,  G.  L.— An  Address,  deliyered  before  the  New  Bedford 
Dorcas  Society,  on  Sunday  Erening,  October  16,  1848.  By  Rer. 
Gko.  L.  Prentiss,  Pastor  of  the  Trinitarian  Church.  Published 
by  Request  of  the  Society.  New  Bedford :  Chas.  k  Augustus 
Taber.    1848.    SP.    pp.24. 

Eulogy  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  Gen.  Zachary  Taylor,  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  deliyered  by  Request  of  the  City 
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QoTenunent  of  Kew  Bedford,  Auguflt  6th,  1850.    By  Geo.  L. 
Prentiss.    New  Bedford:    Printed  by   Benj.  Lindsey.    1850, 
8^    pp.47. 
See  No.  2. 
[186.]    [Proceedings  at  a  Meeting  of  Salt  Manufacturers,  convened  at  New 
Bedford,  Dec.  18  &  19,  1827,  to  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 
posed reduction  of  the  duty  on  imported  Salt ;  with  the  report 
of  their  Committee  on  the  subject,  read  and  approved,  Dec.  19. 
Paul  Spooner,  Chairman ;   Abr'm  Shearman,   Jr.,  Secretary ; 
Jas.  Arnold  and  Thos.  A.  Greene,  Committee.    New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Congdon.     1827.]    8^    pp.8. 
[137.]    Proceedings  of  a  County  Convention  of  Delegates  from  all  the 
Towns  in  Bristol  County,  held  at  Taunton,  October  11th,  1837, 
[for  the  nomination  of  Senators  for  the  County.]    New  Bedford : . 
Printed  by  J.  C.  Parmenter.    1837.    S^.    pp.  16. 
[138.]    Protecting  Society.— -The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Pro- 
tecting Society,  for  New  Bedford,  Organized  October  26,  1829. 
[New  Bedford,  1829  ?]    1  p.  9P. 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  New  Bedford  Protecting  Society, 
as  Amended,  April,  1844.    New  Bedford,  Printed  by  H.  Tilden. 
1844.    12°.    pp.7. 
[139.]    Read,  A. — An  Address,  delivered  before  the  New  Bedford  Auxiliary 
Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Intemperance,  at  their  Annual 
Meeting,  January  6,  1817.    By  Alexander  Bead,  M.  D.    Pub- 
lished by  Request  of  the  Society.    New  Bedford :    Printed 'by 
Benj.  Lindsey,    1817.    8^.   pp.  27. 
See  No.  44. 
[139a.]    Read,  E.  T.— Memoir  of  Miss  Elizabeth  T.  Read,  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  who  died  at  the  Institution  of  the  Messrs.  Abbott,  536 
Houston  street.  New  York,  Jan.  20, 1847,  M,  16Y.  5  M.    By 
John  S.  C.  Abbott.    New  York :    Edward  O.  Jenkins,  Printer, 
114  Nassau  street.    1847.    ICP.    pp.221. 
[Printed  for  private  distribution.] 
[140.]    Reed,  B.  F.  H.— A  Plan  for  Phonetic  Printing  with  Common  Type. 
By   B[enj.]    F.  H.  Reed.    [New  Bedford:    'Composed'  and 
Printed  by  the  Author,  at  the  Standard  Office.   1862.]    12°.  pp.5. 
[141.]    Reed,  J. — Speech  of  the  Hon.  John  Reed,  before  the  Citizens  of  New 
Bedford,  Oct.  29,  [28th,]  1837.    [New  Bedford,  Printed  by  Benj. 
Lindsey.    1837.]    8°.    pp.4. 
[142.]    Register  of  Mattapoisett  Academy,  for  the  Quarter  commencing 
April  25,   1860,  closing  Wednesday,   June  20.    Mattapoisett, 
Mass.,  five  miles  east  of  New  Bedford,  by  Railroad.    New  Bed- 
ford :    Printed  by  E.  Anthony.    1860.    12<=>.    pp.  8. 
[143.]    Regulations  for  the  Government  of  Social  School,  near  the  Head  of 
the  River,  in  New  Bedford,  agreed  upon  by  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  and  Ratified  by  the  Proprietors  of  said 
School-House  at  their  Meeting,  November  28th,  1798.    Printed 
by  J.  Spooner,  New  Bedford,  Jan.  1799.    12°.    pp.  14. 
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[144.]  Beport  tnd  Setolationf  adopted  at  a  Meeting  of  the  frieadi  of  Tem- 
perance, held  at  the  Lyceum,  New  Bedford,  May  30, 1840.  Kew 
Bedford :    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindaey.    1840.    12^.    pp.  12. 

[145.]  Report  of  the  School  Committee,  on  the  Schools  kept  in  Wareham, 
in  the  year  1842-43.  Printed  by  Vote  of  the  Town.  New  Bed- 
ford :    Printed  by  Beig.  Lindaey.    1843.    8^.    pp.  11. 

[145a.]  Beeolntione  adopted  by  the  Antimasonic  Memben  of  the  Legida- 
lature  of  Massachusetts,  and  other  citizens  of  Boston  and  the 
Ticinity,  opposed  to  the  nomination  of  Martin  Van  Buren  and 
Bichard  M.  Johnson  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  U.  S., 
at  a  Meeting  held  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tlTCS,  March  9,  1836.  With  an  Address  to  their  Antimasonic 
fellow  citizens  throughout  the  State.  New  Bedford:  J.  C. 
Parmenter,  Printer.  1836.  8^.  pp.  26, 
[Be-print  of  the  Boston  Edition ;  with  Mr.  Van  Buren's  letter 
to  the  PennsylTania  Committee  added.] 

[146.]  Biehmond,  J.  C. — Mr.  Richmond's  Sermon  on  the  Shadow  of  the 
Trinity.  From  the  New  Bedford  Mercury,  Sept.  12,  1S69. 
1  p.  40. 

[Preached  by  the  Bey.  J.  C.  Biehmond  of  Milwaukee,  at  (}raoe 
Church,  N.  Bedford,  Sunday  Morning,  Sept.  11, 1869.] 

[147  .J  Bicketson,  D.— The  History  of  New  Bedford,  Bristol  County, 
Massachusetts,  including  a  History  of  the  Old  Township  of 
Dartmouth,  and  the  Present  Townships  of  Westport,  Dartmouth, 
and  Fairhayen,  from  their  settlement  to  the  present  time.  By 
Daniel  Bicketson.  New  Bedford:  Published  by  the  Author. 
[Printed  by  BenJ.  Lindsey.]     1858.    12».    pp.  zU,  412. 

[148.]  Bobbins,  T.— A  Sermon  Preached  at  MatUpoisett-Vfllage,  Booh- 
ester,  at  the  funeral  of  the  Bey.  Lemuel  LeBaron,  who  died  Not. 
26,  1886,  in  the  90th  year  of  his  age,  and  65th  of  his  Ministry. 
By  Thomas  Bobbins,  his  suryiying  Colleague.  New  Bedford : 
J.  C.  Parmenter,  Printer.    1837.    8^.    pp.  20. 

[149.]  Boberts,  J.  A.— A  Sermon,  Preached  on  the  Day  of  Ihanksgiying, 
Noy.  28,  1838,  in  New  Bedford.  By  James  Austin  Boberts, 
Pastor  of  the  Trinitarian  Church.  New  Bedford :  Benj.  T. 
Congdon,  Printer.    1833.    8°,    pp.  12. 

[150.]  Bodman,  T.  P.— A  Poem,  Becited  before  the  New  Bedford  Mechan- 
ics Association,  July  4,  1833.  By  Thomas  P.  Bodman.  New 
Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Congdon.    1833.    8^    pp.15. 

[151.]  Bodman,  B.^A  Voice  from  the  Prison,  being  Articles  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  New  Bedford  Mercury ;  and  a  Letter  to  G.  B. 
"Weston,  Esq.,  and  other  Directors  of  the  Duxbury  Bank.  To 
which  are  added  Leayes  from  a  Journal.  By  Benj.  Bodman. 
New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1840.  8°.  pj^.  64. 
Memorial  of  Benjamin  Bodman,  [of  New  Bedford,]  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Bepresentatiyes  of  Massachusetts,  in  General  Court 
Assembled.  [With  an  Appendix :  Extract  from  the  Inaugural 
Addrese  of Goy.  Dayia,  1884.    Boston.]    1841.    89.    pp.28. 
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[152.]  Bodman,  8.— Memorial  of  Samuel  Rodman,  to  the  Inhabltaiiti  of 
the  Town  of  New  Bedford,  In  Town  Meeting  legally  aaaembled. 
New  Bedford :    [Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.]   1846.  12^.  pp.  IS. 

[153.]  Roll  of  Company  <•  C,"  [New  Bedford  Home  and  Coast  Guard,] 
from  May  10  to  Dec.  10,  1861.  New  Bedford :  [Printed  by  B. 
Anthony?]     1861.    1  p.  8<». 

f  154.]  Rush,  R.— A  Letter  Addreeeed  to  the  Anti-Masonic  Committee  of 
York  County,  Pennsylvania.  By  Richard  Rush.  New  Bed- 
ford, Printed  [by  Benj.  T.  Congdon]  at  the  Courier  Office.  1881. 
8°.    pp.  15. 

[155.]  *  Sampson,  Z. — American  Independence :  an  Oration,  pronounced 
at  New  Bedford,  [Pairhaven,]  July  4, 1806.  By  Zabdiel  Samp- 
son, A.  B.    Published  by  Request.    Boston.   1806.  8^.  pp.16. 

[156.]  Schiller's  Song  of  the  Bell.  Translated  by  S.  A.  EUot.  Third 
Edition.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  E.  Anthony.  1856.  B9. 
pp.  12. 

[157.]  Scott,  J.— A  Treatise  on  Church  Discipline,  taken  principally  from 
the  Writings  of  Robert  Barclay,  William  Penn,  and  Isaac  Pen- 
ington.  Compiled  by  Job  Scott.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by 
Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.  1805.  12^^.  pp.  35. 
Piye  Letters  from  Job  Scott,  written  whilst  in  Europe,  to  his  Rela- 
tions and  Friends.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Abraham  Shear- 
man, Jr.  1807.  12°.  pp.  28. 
War  Inconsistent  with  the  Doctrine  and  Example  of  Jesus  Christ. 
In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend.  Recommended  to  the  perusal  of  the 
Processors  of  Christianity.  By  J[ob]  Scott.  New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.    1813.    12°.    pp.  31. 

[158.]  *  Sharp,  D.— A  Sermon  delivered  at  the  Dedication  of  the  Baptist 
Meeting  House  in  this  Town,  [New  Bedford,]  Oct.  22d,  1829. 
By  Daniel  Sharp  of  Boston.    [BoBton  }]    1829.    [8^ }] 

[159.]  Shearman,  A.,  Jr .^Selections  from  the  Works  of  Isaac  Penington. 
To  which  are  added.  Selections  from  his  Letters.  [Compiled  by 
Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.]  New  Bedford :  Printed  for  Abraham 
Shearman,  Jr.  Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.  1818.  12^.  pp.zi,  308. 
[Sailing]  Directions  for  Buszards  Bay  and  New  Bedford.  Com- 
piled and  Published  by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jun.  [New  Bed- 
ford.] 1821.  S\  pp.  8. 
Shiyerick,  Dr.  0.  F.    See  No.  167. 

[160.]  Smith,  P.— A  Letter  to  the  Children  and  Youth  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  [By  Frederick  Smith.]  London,  Printed.  New  Bed- 
ford :    Re-printed  by  A.  Shearman,  Jr.    1806.    12°.    pp.  15. 

[161.]    Smith,  R.— Robert  Smith's  Address  to  the  People  of  the  United 
Sutes.    Printed  at  Baltimore.    Re-printed  at  New  Bedford, 
[by  Benj;  Lindsey.]    1811.    SP.    pp.  47. 
Snow,  Theo.  W.— See  No.  131 . 

[162.]  Social  Library.— Catalogue  of  Books  belonging  to  the  New  Bedford 
[Social]  Library,  1821.  New  Bedford:  [Printed  by  B«4. 
Lindsey.]    1821.    12^    pp.18. 
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Catalogue  of  Books  belonging  to  New-Bedford  Social  Llbrarji 
1827.  Xew  Bedford  :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey  &  Co.  1827. 
12°.    pp.24. 

Supplement  to  the  Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  New  Bedford  Social 
Library,  1836.  [New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.] 
1836.    12°.     pp.17. 

Catalogue  of  Books,  belonging  to  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library, 
No.  62  North  Water  Street.  [With  the  Regulations  of  th  Athe- 
neeum.]  Ne^  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1839. 
12°.    pp.48. 

Catalogue  of  Books  belonging  to  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library, 
Arranged  in  the  Order  of  the  Letters  of  the  Alphabet.  No.  62 
North  Water  Street.  [By  Qeorge  H.  Palmer,  Librarian.]  New 
Bedford:  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.  October.  1847.  8°.  pp. 
iv,  198. 

Regulations  of  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library,  Adopted  3d  mo. 
27,  1824.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey  &  Co., 
1826.  12°.  pp.10. 
[163.]  Society  of  Friends. — Memorial  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  on  the  Militia  Laws.  With  a 
Letter  from  Benjamin  Bates,  (bearer  of  the  Memorial,)  to  a 
Member  of  the  Legislature.  (Copied  from  the  Georgetown 
«<  Federal  Republican,"  dated  May  31,  1813.)  NewBedxord: 
Printed  for  A.  Shearman,  Jr.  1813.  12°.  pp.18. 
*  Epistle  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  held  in  London  to  the  Quarterly 
and  Monthly  Meetings  of  Friends  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and 
elsewhere.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1827* 
Broadside. 

Address  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  for  New  England,  held 
on  Rhode  Island,  in  the  Sixth  Month,  1837,  to  its  own  Members, 
and  those  of  other  Christian  Communities.  Published  by  direc- 
tion of  said  Meeting.  New  Bedford  :  Printed  by  J.  C.  Par- 
menter.    1837.    8°.    pp.  7. 

Proceedings,  Address  and  Constitution  of  the  New  England  Bible 
Association  of  Friends.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  £.  An- 
thony.   1860.    8°.    pp.  16. 

See  Nos.  14,  38,  74,  75,  109,  121,  134,  157,  159,  160,  166a,  173. 
[164.]  Stout,  B. — Narrative  of  the  Loss  of  the  Ship  Hercules,  Com- 
manded by  Captain  Benjamin  Stout,  on  the  Coast  of  Caffraria, 
the ^  16th  of  June,  1796:  Also,  a  Circumstantial  detail  of  his 
Travels  through  the  Southern  Deserts  of  Africa,  and  the  Colo- 
nies, to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  With  an  Introductory  Ad- 
dress to  the  Rt.  Hon.  John  Adams,  President  of  the  Continental 
Congress  of  America.  London,  Printed;  New  Bedford :  Re- 
printed by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jun.    1800.    12°.    pp.  XL,  124. 

Studley,  Rev.  W.  S.— See  No.  131. 

Swain,  Robert.— See  No.  113. 
[165.]    Taber,  A.— New  Bedford  and  Fairhayen  Signal  Book,  1842.    Corn- 
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piled  by  ▲ugnstua  Taber.  New  Bedford:  Sold  by  Wm.  C. 
Taber,  No.  45  Union  Street.  Frees  of  Benj.  Lindeey.  1842. 
12P.    pp.87. 

^obably  the^first  edition.  Other  Editiona  lubeequently  Pub- 
lished, Compiled  by  Augostos  Taber,  and  by  Abraham  Taber. 
The  following  is  the  last]  : 
New  Bedford,  Fairhayen,  and  Dartmouth  Signal  Book,  1865. 
Compiled  and  Published  by  William  C.  Taber,  Jr.  [Printed  by 
E.Anthony.]  1855.  12°.  pp.81. 
Taber,  C.  &  A. ;  &  Chas.  Taber  &  Co.    See  Nos.  5,  29,  57. 

[165a.]  Taber,  S.— Some  of  the  Names,  Characters  and  Titles  of  Jesus 
Christ,  intended  for  the  use  of  the  children  of  Friends,  in  Scrip- 
tural Instruction.  Compiled  by  Miss  Susan  Taber.  New  Bed- 
ford:   Chas.  Taber  &  Co.    1860.    18^    pp.8. 

[166.]  Taunton  Baptist  Assoc— Minutes  of  the  Taunton  Baptist  Associa- 
tion, held  at  the  Baptist  Meeting-Housein  Taunton,  on  Wednes- 
day and  Thursday,  Oct.  19  and  20,  1836.  New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  J.  C.  Parmenter.  1837.  8"^.  pp.  8. 
The  Sixth  session  of  the  Taunton  Baptist  Association,  held  in  the 
Meeting-House  of  the  First  Brptist  Church  in  Seekonk,  August 
25  and  26,  1841.  New  Bedford  :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey. 
1841.  BP.  pp.24. 
.  [167.]  Taylor,  W.  H.,  &  Shirerick,  C.  F.-^Catalogue  of  Shells,  found  in 
and  near  the  County  of  Bristol,  in  the  Sute  of  Massachusetts. 
Compiled  by  William  H.  Taylor  and  Clement  F.  Shiyerick. 
[New  Bedford :    Printed  by  Beig.  Lindsey.    1840.]     1  p.  4°. 

[168.]  •  Thax^er,  L.— An  Oration,  deliyeied  at  the  Dedication  of  Thazter's 
Academy,  in  Edgartown,  Martha's  Vineyard,  Noyember  29, 
1825.  Also  a  Hymn  composed  for  the  occasion.  By  Leayitt 
Thazter.    New  Bedford,  1826.    [BPi]    pp.11. 

[169.]  Tobey,  J.— Sutements  of  Jona'n.  Tobey,  with  accompanying  Docu- 
ments, in  relation  to  the  «  New  Bristol  County  Road,"  and  his 
claims  arising  therefrom.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj. 
Lindsey.    [1841.]    8^    pp.24. 

[170.]  True  Ballad  (A)  of  Uncle  Sam  and  Billy  Badger !  Showing  how 
Uncle  Sam  got  into  trouble,  how  Billy  tried  to  take  him  in  by 
false  swearing,  how  he  was  found  out,  had  how  he  was  rewarded. 
[Printed  in  Boston,  1861.]    1  p.  8^. 

[171.]  *  Tuckerman,  J.— A  Sermon,  Preached  at  the  Ordination  of  theRey. 
Oryille  Dewey,  Pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in 
New  Bedford,  Deo.  17,  1823.  By  Bey.  Joseph  Tuckerman, 
Pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Chelsea.  To  which  is  added 
the  Charge  and  Right  Hand  of  fellowship.  Published  by  A. 
C^errish,  Jr.  New  Bedford,  1824.  8''. 
Tnatin,  J.P.    See  No.  100. 

[172.]  •  WakeEeld,  P.— Mental  Improyement  i  or.  The  Beauties  and  Won- 
ders of  Nature  and  Art,  in  a  Series  of  Conyersations.  By  Pzis- 
oUla  Wakefield.   First  Amerioan  from  the  Third  London  Edi- 
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tion.     New  Bedford:    Pablisbed  by  Caleb  Greene  &  Son. 
1799.    12P. 
[173.]    War  Incompatible  witb  Obiistianiiy,  and  ChriBtiainty  Inaepara- 
ble  from  Peace  exemplified  is  a  letter  to  a  Triendi  answering 
tbe  queetion,  Can  a  Cbristian  Figbt  ?    New  Bedford :    Printed 
by  J.  C.  Farmenter.    1842.    12^.    pp.26. 
[174.]  •  Warren,  Q.  W.— Tbe  Beclnae :  a  Bemi-Montbly  Literary  Journal. 
Ed.  by  Geo.  W.  Warren.    Vol.  1,  No.  1,  [PitbUsfaed  Joly  1st, 
1831.]    New  Bedford.    1631.    ^.    pp.  16. 
[Probably  no  more  Publiehed.] 

Wayland,  P.  See  No.  181. 
[175.]  Weiss,  J.— The  Modem  Pulpit.  A  Sermon  Pteaebed  at  the  Ordi- 
nation of  Samuel  Longfidlow,  at  Fall  Riyer,  Mass,,  Feb.  16th, 
1848.  By  John  Weiss,  Minister  of  tbe  tTnitarian  (%urch,  New 
Bedford.  With  the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship,  and  Address 
to  the  Society.    Fall  River,    1848.    8^.    pp.86. 

Conscience  the  Best  PoKoy.  A  Fast-Day  Sermon,  Preached  on 
April  6th,  1848.  By  John  Weiss.  Pastor  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  New  Bedford.  New  Bedford :  Henry  Tilden, 
Printer.    1848.    12^    pp.16. 

The  Least  of  Two  Ryils :  a  Sermon,  Preached  on  July  9, 1848. 
By  John  Weiss,  Minister  of  the  First*  Congregational  Church, 
New  Bedford.  New  Bedford;  Chat.  Taber.  1848,  UP'. 
pp.  12. 

Shall  we  Sill  the  Body  or  Sate  the  Soul  f  A  Sermon  upon  Capital 
Punishment,  Preached  April  22,  1849.  By  John  Weiss.  New 
Bedford :    Chas.  ft  Augustus  Taber.    1849.   8°.    pp.  16. 

Modem  Materialism .  A  Discourse  at  the  Ordination  of  Mr.  Charles 
Lowe,  as  Associate  Pastor  oyer  the  First  Congregational  Society, 
New  Bedford,  July  28,  1852.  By  John  Wdss.  New  Bedford : 
BenJ.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1852.    8°.    pp.  82. 

A  Sermon  upon  the  Late  Disasters  [Collision  on  the  So.  Michigan 
Railroad  April  26 ;  and  accident  on  the  N.  York  and  N.  Haven 
Railroad,  May  6.]  Preached  before  the  First  Congregational 
Society,  New  Bedford,  May  15,  1853.  By  John  Weiss.  New 
Bedford:    Published  by  Chas.  Taber  ft  Co.    1858*   8^   pp.17. 

A  Discourse  occasioned  by  the  loss  of  the  Arctic :  Delivered  in 
the  Unitarian  Church,  New  Bedford,  Oet.  22,  i854,  by  John 
Weiss.  Published  by  Request  of  tiie  Society.  New  Bedford: 
Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1854.    8^.    pp.  18. 

A  Discourse  occasioned  by  1^  death  of  Rev.  Ephraim  Peabody, 
D.D.,  Pastor  of  King's  Chapel,  Boston :  Preached  before  the 
First  Congregational  Society,  New  pedford,  Dec.  7,  1856.  By 
John  WeiBs.  Published  by  Request  of  the  Society.  New  Bed- 
ford r    [Berg.  Lindsey,  Printer.]    1^56.    8^    PP*98% 

See  No.  131. 
[176.]  •  West,  a— Christ  the  Gfand  Sul^'ect  of  the  Gospel  Ministry.    A^ 
Semion  Preached  at  the  Ordination  of  the  Rererend  Mr.  Samuel 
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West,  to  the  Pastoral  Office  o^er  the  Church  of  Chrkt  in  Need- 
ham,  April  26th,  1764.  £7  Samuel  West,  A.  M.,  Faetor  of  the 
Church  in  Dartmouth.  To  which  are  annexed,  the  Charge  by 
his  Father  the  Beverend  Mr.  Thomas  West,  of  Rochester,  and 
the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Balch,  of  Ded- 
ham.  Boston :  Printed  by  Samuel  Eneeland,  in  Queen  Street. 
1764.    8^    pp.28. 

•  A  Sermon  Preached  before  the  Honorable  Council,  and  the  Hon- 

orable House  of  Representatiyes  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, in  New  England,  May  29th,  1776.  Being  the  Anni- 
yersary  for  the  Election  of  the  Honorable  Council  for  the 
Colony.  By  Samuel  West,  A.  M.,  Pastor  of  a  Church  in  Dart- 
mouth. Boston :  Printed  by  John  Gill,  in  Queen  Street.  1776. . 
99.    pp.70. 

[Reprinted  in  Thornton's  «  Pulpit  of  the  American  Reyolution." 
Boston,  1860.    12^] 

•  An  Anniyersary  Sermon,  Preached  at  Plymouth,  December  22d, 

1777.  In  Grateful  Memory  of  the  First  Landing  of  our  Pious 
New  fingland  Ancestors  in  that  Place,  A.D.  1620.  By  Samuel 
West,  A.  M.,  Pastor  of  the  Church  in  Dartmouth.  Boston: 
Printed  by  Draper  &  Folsom,  at  their  Printing  Office,  at  the 
comer  of  Winter- Street.    [1778.]    S"^.    pp.  79. 

•  A  Sermon  Preached  December  3,  1788,  at  the  Ordination  of  the 

Rey.  John  Allyn,  to  the  Pastoral  care  of  the  Church  in  Duxbury. 
By  Samuel  West,  A.  M.,  Pastor  of  the  Church  in  New  Bedford. 
[The  Charge  by  the  Rey.  Gad  Hitchcock,  D.D.,  of  Pembroke. 
The  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  by  the  Rey.  Dayid  Barnes  of 
Scituate.]  Salem :  Printed  by  Dabney  &  Cushing.  1789.  8°. 
pp.28. 

•  An  Bssay  on  Liberty  and  Necessity.    By  Samuel  West,  A.  M. 

[Part  First.]    Boston,  1798;    8^. 

•  Bssays  on  Liberty  and  Necessity,  in  which  the  True  Nature  of 

Liberty  is  stated  and  defended  $  and  the  principal  arguments 
used  by  Mr.  Edwards  and  others  for  Necessity  are  considered. 
In  two  Parts.  By  Samuel  West,  DJ).,  Pastor  of  the  First 
Church  of  Christ  in  New  Bedford.  Part  Second.  Printed  at 
New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  by  John  Spooner.  1796.  8°. 
pp.  96. 

[Title  and  Intro,  pp.  1-6;  The  Four  Essays,  pp.  7-73 ;  Post- 
script, pp.  74-78 ;  Appendix,  pp.  79-96. 

«  {A  Tract  on  Infant  Baptism.] 

[A  Letter  concerning  Gay  Head,  Mem.  Am.  Academy,  yol.  2,  pp. 
147-150.] 

^ones.  with  Goy.  SulUyaa  on  Isaiah  yii.  14,  and  Matt.  i.  22,  23, 
Spirit  of  the  Pilgrims,  yol.  8,  pp.  458-467^ 

[A  Sketch  of  his  Life  and  Character,  by  the  Rey.  John  Allyn,  was 
published  in  the  Monthly  Anthology,  yol.  5,  p.  133,  and  re- 
printed in  the  N.  B.  Mercury,  June  10, 1808.    See  also :    Coll. 
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Masa.  Hist.  Soc,  Indexes;  Almon's  Remembra&oe,  toI.  2,  p. 
166;  Spark's  Corns,  of  the  Revolution,  toI.  4,  p.  123;  and 
Works  of  Jon.  Edwards,  Jr.,  (Boston,  1854.  2v.  8°,)  vol.  1, 
p.  295.] 

[177.]  Westport  Documents.— Reports  of  the  Auditing  Committee  and 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  town  of  Westport,  for  the  year 
ending  March  1, 1863.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  E.  Anthony. 
1863.    8^    pp.20. 

[178.]  «  Whitaker,  D.  K.— [An  Oration,  delivered  July  4,  1821,  in  New 

Bedford.]   By  Daniel  E.  Whitaker.   [New  Bedford?]   1821.  8o. 

An  Oration,  pronounced  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  February  22, 1823« 

on  the  Anniversary  of  the  Birth  of  Washington.    By  Daniel 

K.  Whitaker.    Bost.  1823.    S^,    pp.  27. 

[179.]  Whitaker,  J. — A  Sermon,  delivered  before  the  New-Bedford  Branch 
Bible  Society,  at  .their  Second  Annual  Meeting,  June  24, 1818. 
By  Jonathan  Whitaker,  A.  M.,  Pastor  of  the  First  Congrega* 
tional  Society  in  New  Bedford.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.    1818.    8''.    pp.85. 

[180.]  Whitney,  S.  W.— Address,  delivered  at  the  Anniversary  of  the 
New  Bedford  Ladies'  Tract  and  City  Missionary  Society,  Jan- 
uary 31,  1858.  By  Rev.  S.  W.  Whitney.  Together  with  the 
City  Missionary's  and  Secretary's  Reports.  New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  E.  Anthony.  1658.  8^.  pp.  35. 
The  Person  and  Character  of  Christ :  A  Sermon,  preached  on  the 
Afternoons  of  August  8th,  15th,  and  22d,  1858,  at  the  North 
Christian  Church,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  By  S[amuel]  W.  Whit- 
ney. Revised  and  Published  by  Request.  Newburyport,  1859. 
8°.    pp.  66. 

[181.]    Williams,  J.  M.— An  Oration,  pronounced  at  New  Bedford,  July 
4, 1806.    By  John  M.  Williams,  Esq.,  A.  M.    Boston,  1806. 
89.    pp.  15.^ 
An  Address,  delivered  before  the  Dialectick  Society,  in  New  Bed- 
ford, on  the  First  Day  of  September,  1818.    By  John  M.  Will- 
iams.   New  Bedford,  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1813.    8^. 
pp.  20. 
*     Legal  Opinion  of  Hon.  John  M.  Williams,  on  the  Constitutionality 
of  the  Massachusetts  Prohibitive  Liquor  Law.    Boston,  1855. 
8«.    pp.16. 
Loyal  Publication  Society,  863  Broadway.     [Document]  No^  27. 
Nullification  and  Compromise;  a  Retrospective  View.    By  John 
Mason  Williams  [of  New  Bedford.]    New  York,  October,  1863. 
8^.    pp.  32. 

[182.]  Williams,  J,  R.— An  Oration,  delivered  before  the  Citisens  of  the 
town  of  New  Bedford,  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  1835.  By  Joseph 
R.  Williams.  New  Bedford  :  Pub.  by  J.  G.  W.  Pope.  1835. 
8°.    pp.24. 

[183.]  Willis,  W.— An  Address  delivered  before  the  New  Bedford  Auxil- 
iary Society  for  the   Suppression  of  Intemperanoe»  at  their 
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Annoal  Meeting,  Pint  Month  4,  1819.  By  William  Willis. 
Pablidied  by  Requeet  of  the  Society.  New  Bedford:  Printed 
by  BenJ.  Lindaey.    1819.    99.    pp.  24. 

See  No.  44. 
[184.]  Women'i  Reform  end  Belief  Amoc.— Artiolet  of  the  New  Bedford 
Reform  and  Belief  AaaociatioD.  Adopted  Dee.  16, 1845 ;  Reor- 
ganised Deo.  22,  1858.  New  Bedford  Women's  Reform  and 
Relief  Association.  Incorporated  Apr.  5, 1859.  New  Bedford : 
Printed  by  B.  Anthony.    1859.    8^.    pp.  12. 

First  Annoal  Report  of  the  New  Bedford  Women's  Reform  and 
Relief  Association.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  E.  Anthony. 
1880.    r.    pp.12. 
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DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1864. 

BOOKS   AND   PAMPHLETS. 


Almy,  Charles, 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 

American  Philosophical  Society, 

Bache,  A.  D.,  Supt  U.  S.  Coast  Survey, 

Bartlett,  J.  R.,  Sec.  of  State  of  Rhode  Island, 

Bierstadt,  Edward, 

Butler  Hospital, 

Cadwell,  Wm.  P.  S., 

Chandler,  Wm.  H., 

Congdon,  Charles  T., 

Conffdon,  James  B., 

Clark,  Thomas, 

Delano,  Joseph  C, 

Dewey,  Orville, 

Dexter,  Benjamin, 

Dexter,  Frank  B., 

Drown,  Charles, 

Eliot,  Thomas  D,  M.  C, 

Faxon,  Wm.,  Chief  Clerk  Navy  Department, 

Fessenden,  C.  B.  H.,  -       r  i 

Freeman,  Isaac, 

Goodwin,  Wm.  F., 

Greene,  Thomas  A., 

Grinneil,  Joseph, 
Hammer  £.  C, 

Harvard  College, 

Hussey,  John  B., 

Jenny,  William, 

Kempton,  Horatio  A., 

Librarv  Company,  Pliiladelphia, 

IjoweU  City  Library, 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York, 

New  Bedford  Horticultural  Society, 

Newburyport  Public  Library, 

New  Hampshire  Asylum  for  the  Insane, 

Palmer,  Thomas  H., 

Parsons,  Israel  F., 

Phipps,  Abner  J., 

Pitman,  Robert  C, 

Providence  Athenaeum, 

Richmond,  Anthony  D., 

Rodman,  Edmund, 

Rodman,  Samuel, 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Seward,  F.  W., 

Smithsonian  Institution, 

Swett,  J., 

Taber,  Abram, 

Taber,  A.  &  Brother, 

Taber,  William  C, 

Trustees  Peabody  Institute, 

Warren,  William, 


Volumes.    Pamphlets. 
Bound.    Unbound. 
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DONATIONS  FOE  THE  YEAR  1864. 

(CONTINUED.) 

Donors.  Volumes.    PampliletSr 

Bound.    Unbound. 

Wilmington  Institute,  Del.,  1 

Willey,  Henry,  6               1          25 

Wood,  Henry  T.,  2 

Wood,  Jabez,  1 

Worcester  Public  Library,  1 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffalo,  1 
Younor  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

(Jincinnati,  1 
Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,                     *  1 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Howland,  Mrs.  Abby, — Columbian  Courier,  1799,  1803;  Essex  Journal, 
1774-76. 

Rodman,  Samuel, — Imperfect  files  of  the  Liberator,  Anti  Slavery  Stand- 
ard ;  Columbian  Centinel;  and  of  various  New  Bedford  papers,  in  all  1 290 
numbers. 

MAPS,  DOCUMENTS,  &c. 

Congdon,  James  B., — Map  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford  and  the  village  of 
Fairhaven.    By  H.  F.  Walling,  1850. 

Farrington,  Wm.  H.,— Six  War  Maps. 

Delano,  Jabez, — "Valuation  of  that  part  of  Dartmouth  called  Cushnet,  1765," 
Ms.,  pp.  20.  Oration  prepared  for  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Philo- 
mathean  Society, by  Elihu  Doty.    MS.,  pp.  SI. 

Taber,  George  H., — Early  State  Documents  concerning  Dartmouth.  **  Valua- 
tion of  Cushnet,  1773."    MS.,  pp.  24. 

PICTURES. 

Bierstadt  Brothers, — Eighteen  photographic  views  of  publir  and  private 
buildings  of  New  Bedford. 
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REPORT. 


To  ike  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  New  Bedford: 

Gentlemen  : — ^In  accordance  \?ith  that  provision  of 
the  "  Ordinance  for  the  establishment  and  government 
of  the  Free  Public  Library,"  which  provides,  that  "the 
Trustees  shall  annually  lay  before  the  City  Council,  a 
detailed  report  of  their  doings  and  of  the  condition  of 
the  Library,"  the  Trustees  for  the  year  1864,  would  now, 
respectfully  present  to  you  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Re- 
port. 

There  have  been  taken  from  the  library  during  the 
year  thirty-five  thousand  four  hundred  and  twelve  volumes. 

This  is  a  daily  average  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen. 

The  number  of  cards  issued  up  to  this  date  is  six  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 

The  increase  during  the  year  has  been  ^ve  hundred 
and  thirteen. 

The  number  of  volumes  has  been  increased  not  far 
from  one  thousand^  making  the  present  number  in  the 
library,  but  little  short  of  eighteen  thousand. 

These  statistics  vary  but  little  from  those  contained 
in  the  report  of  the  last  year.  The  average  daily  issue 
of  books  varies  but  four^  and  the  number  of  cards  issued 
but  eleven^  from  the  highest  number  ever  reported* 
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An  examination  of  our  list  of  donations,  which  is 
attached  to  and  makes  a  part  of  this  report,  will  show 
that  our  benefactions  have  not  been  reduced  in  number 
or  in  value.  Not  as  a  matter  of  form  or  of  courtesy 
merely,  would  we  again  send  forth  to  the  benefactors  of 
the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library,  our  thanks  for 
the  interest  they  have  felt  towards  the  institution  and 
the  valuable  donations  by  which  that  interest  has  been 
manifested.  We  feel  assured  that  we  are  but  giving 
expression  to  your  sentiments,  and  the  feelings  and 
wishes  of  your  constituents,  when,  on  your  behalf  and 
theirs,  we  communicate  the  thanks  of  the  people  to 
those  generous  hearted  and  public  spirited  individuals, 
who  have  during  the  year,  and  many  of  th^em  not  for 
the  first  time  or  the  second,  enriched  our  catalogue  with 
their  benefactions,  and  the  cause  of  learning  and  en- 
lightened intellectual  recreation  by  their  sympathy  and 
support. 

A  view  of  our  institution  that  includes  the  whole 
period  of  its  existence  discloses  the  fact,  that  the  vol- 
umes of  the  library  have  increased  at  an  average  rate 
of  one  thoumnd  a  year.  Thirteen  years  ago  we  com- 
menced with  the  small  but  valuable  collection  of  the 
New  Bedford  Social  Library,  of  five  thousand  voltnnea 
We  have  now  eighteen  thousand.  The  retrospect  is 
encouraging ;  and  the  City  Council  from  whom  must 
come  the  pecuniary  means  of  increase  as  well  as  of 
support,  and  the  trustees  upon  whom  shall  devolve  its 
future  management,  will,  it  is  earnestly  hoped,  keep  this 
fact  in  view,  and  not  allow  the  coming  years  to  fall  be* 
bind  the  past,  in  the  work  of  increasing  the  number  of 
books,  or  in  efibrts  to  spread  abroad  through  the  com'- 
munity  the  enlightening  and  elevating  influenees  of  the* 
institution. 
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Deeply  impressed,  as  all  our  predecessors  in  this  trust 
have  been,  with  the  great  advantages,  the  community 
are  deriving  from  the  Public  Library,  we  do  not  hesitate 
to  renew  the  appeal  so  often  and  so  forcibly  made  by 
them,  not  only  to  the  Municipal  authorities,  but  to  the 
enlightened  and  public  spirited  among  our  people,  for 
still  greater  efforts  for  its  enlargement.  While  every 
year  it  has  been  the  privilege  of  the  trustees  to  make 
public  a  long  list  of  donors,  whose  gifts  have  constitu- 
ted a  valuable  item  of  that  increase,  no  benefaction, 
with  one  exception,  which  has  been  of  such  a  character 
as  to  constitute  the  time  of  the  donation  an  era  in 
the  history  of  our  institution,  has  been  bestowed  upon 
it.  While  w^  have,  from  year  to  year  rejoiced  over  its 
growth,  while  the  continued  liberality  of  the  Municipal 
Authorities  has  given  evidence  of  the  fact  of  a  deep  and 
wide  spread  interest  in  its  prosperity ;  while  the  large 
and  continually  increasing  circulation  of  the  books  and 
of  the  numbers  of  our  visitors  have  evinced  the  high 
estimate  the  people  have  formed  of  its  importance  and 
value,  the  Trustees  have  felt  that  their  record  was  yet 
wa«iting  in  some  of  those  particulars  which  have  given 
to  the  annals  of  kindred  institutions  their  most  luminous 
and  attractive  pages.  Not  now,  for  the  first  time,  have 
they  presented  to  your  body,  and  through  you  to  the 
public,  the  thoughts  and  feelings  which  have  originated 
in  the  fact,  that  our  Free  Public  Library  has  not  been 
enlarged  and  enriched  by  that  sympathy  and  munificence 
which  have  so  often  and  to  such  a  great  extent  marked 
the  history  of  Public  Libraries  in  other  communities. 
The  Trustees  have  felt,  and  have  often  and  earnestly 
expressed  the  feelin/,  that  our  institution  is  yet  want- 
ing in  that  evidence  of  public  fitvor  and  of  an  appre- 
ciative interest  on  the  part  of  the  intelligence  and 
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wealth  of  our  city,  which  has  given  such  an  impetus 
to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  libraries  of  Boston, 
Worcester,  Springfield,  Danvers  and  other  towns  and 
cities  of  our  Commonwealth.  The  founders  of  our  in- 
stitution hoped  for  it  and  relied  upon  it,  when  they  took 
the  initiative  in  the  work  of  its  formation,  and  its  man- 
agers have  never  ceased  to  hope  for  and  plead  for  it  as 
a  ^^  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished."  The  name 
of  him  who  alone  has  met  this  hope  and  expectation 
stands  alone  upon  the  records  of  the  institution.  Are 
there  not  others  among  us,  who,  while  they, like  Everett, 
Bates,  Peabody  and  Greene,  are  blessed  by  Providence 
with  a  large  share  of  worldly  wealth,  and  an  equal 
share  of  public  spirit,  are  ready  like  these  munificent 
and  enlightened  public  benefactors,  to  regard  the  multi- 
plication of  the  means  of  knowledge  and  of  the  oppor- 
tunities for  innocent  recreation  and  enlightened  culture, 
as  objects  worthy  the  emulation  of  the  most  elevated  in 
intellectual,  ofiicial  or  social  position  ? 

We  renew  the  presentation  of  this  subject  to  the 
minds  of  this  wealthy  and  enlightened  community,  not 
only  because  we  would  strive  earnestly  and  unceasingly 
in  behalf  of  the  institution  whose  interests  we  advocate, 
but  because  of  the  deep  and  ever  increasing  conviction 
of  its  great  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants 
of  our  city.  We  look  beyond  this.  We  would  plead 
in  behalf  of  the  reputation  of  New  Bedford.  We  would 
have  presented  to  the  world  the  evidence,  that  we  are 
emulous  of  a  reputation  far  more  exalted  and  enduring 
than  that  which  is  acquired  by  the  possession  of  wealth, 
the  reputation  which  follows  such  a  disposition  of  it  as 
gives  elevation  to  the  character  of  a  public,  and  dif- 
fuses through  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men  the 
blessings  of  wisdom,  knowledge,  taste^  and  elevated  and 
elevating  pursuits  and  recreations. 
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We  would  have  our  people  true  to  the  sentiment 
which  they  have  adopted  as  a  motto  for  the  seal  of  the 
body  politic, 

"LUCEM   DiFFUNDO," 

and  make  as  prominent  as  their  wealth  '  and  their 
enterprise  their  efforts  to  enlighten  the  minds,  refine 
the  manners,  and  improve  the  moral  and  religious  con- 
dition of  the  inhabitants  of  our  city. 

One  of  the  most  effective  instrumentalities  in  this  work 
is  the  Free  Public  Library.  The  managers  of  this  in- 
stitution feel  assured  that  they  are  engaged  for  its  pro- 
motion when  laboring  for  the  prosperity  of  the  library, 
and  when  they  appeal  in  its  behalf  to  those  whom  God 
has  blessed  in  basket  and  in  store,  that  its  intere3t  may 
feel  the  vivifying  influence  of  their  sympathy  and  mu- 
nificence. 

The  work  of  such  an  institution  as  ours,  should  not 
be  restricted  to  the  limits  of  supplying  the  people  with 
useful  and  entertaining  reading.  This  is  an  important, 
the  principal,  but  certainly  not  the  only  object  for  the 
accumulation  of  a  large,  carefully  selected  and  well  ar- 
ranged library.  The  mind  of  a  community  should  grow 
with  the  food  it  feeds  on ;  and  there  should  be  a  harvest 
commensurate  with  the  means  which  are  provided  for 
that  "  looking  before  and  after  "  which  is  the  distinguish- 
ing attribute  of  enlightened  humanity. 

The  reproach  rests  upon  our  community,  that  we 
have  not,  as  a  people,  contributed  our  share  to  that  in- 
tellectual wealth  which  constitutes  so  large  and  so  ex- 
alted a  proportion  of  the  reputation  of  a  nation.  In 
their  last  report,  the  trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
alluded  to  the  imputation,  and  attempted  some  explana- 
tion of  the  apparent  deficiency.  To  that  report  and  to 
the  able  appendix  contributed  by  our  librarian  we  would 
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refer  all  who  feel  sufficient  interest  in  the  subject  to 
give  it  a  portion  of  their  attention.  If  this  reproach 
does  rightfully  attach  to  us,  if  we  are  justly  chargeable 
with  the  imputation  of  having  failed  to  perform  our 
part  in  carrying  forward  the  work  of  the  world's  in- 
tellectual progress,  it  is  another  reason  why  we  should 
labor  to  multiply,  to  the  extent  of  our  ability,  the  in- 
strumentalities by  the  aid  of  which  the  reproach  may 
be  wiped  out  and  the  imputation  no  longer  rest  upon 
us  as  a  burthen. 

No  agency  can  be  so  eflTective  for  this  purpose  as  a 
large  and  well  selected  and  carefully  arranged  library. 
Let  us  then  cherish  our  Free  Public  Library  and  in 
every  possible  manner  increase  its  growth  and  its  use- 
fulness, not  only  that  it  may  give  elevation  and  enjoy- 
ment to  the  people  generally,  but  that  it  may  aid  that 
intellectual  activity  which  would  fain  be  sustained  and 
assisted,  in  the  efforts  it  is  making  to  contribute  its  share 
to  the  great  work  of  human  progress  and  welfare. 

May  we  not  venture  upon  the  expression  of  the  be- 
lief that  the  time  has  already  arrived  for  us  to  expect 
some  manifestation  of  this  increasing  devotedness  to 
scholarly  pursuits.  Few  in  number  as  are  the  books 
upon  our  catalogue,  compared  with  the  vast  accumula- 
fions  which  are  to  be  found  at  the  principal  seats  of 
learning  and  in  the  large  cities  of  our  own  and  of  other 
countries,  much  may  be  found  to  aid  and  to  stimulate 
the  scholar  in  his  labors ;  and  when  it  shall  be  found 
that  a  diligent  use  of  the  means  at  hand  has  been  made, 
and  that  the  hungry  devotee  of  learning  and  know- 
ledge is  ^  asking  for  more,"  we  are  confident  that  the 
call  will  not  remain  unheeded. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  in  connec- 
tion with  some  remarks  upon  the  unportance  of  collect- 
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ing,  arranging  and  preserving  the  materials  of  our  early 
history,  occurs  the  following  paragraph : 

*^As  accessory  to  this,  and  as  an  event  interesting  to  all 
who  have  been  born,  and  to  all  who  may  have  lived 
upon  the  soil  of  that  ancient  town,  the  Trustees  would 
recommend  that  measures  be  taken  to  notice  in  a  suit- 
able manner  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
municipal  existence  of  the  town  of  Dartmouth." 

The  subject  having  been  brought  to  your  attention 
by  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  the  suggestion  of  the  Trustees 
met  from  the  City  Council  a  willing  and  unanimous 
response.  Under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  your 
body  assisted  by  delegations  from  the  Municipal  Au- 
thorities of  Dartmouth,  Westport,  Fairhaven  and  Acush- 
net,  the  celebration  of  the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary 
of  the  incorporation  of  the  Town  of  Dartmouth  took 
place  on  the  14th  day  of  September  last.  It  belongs 
not  to  us  to  give  a  history  of  that  deeply  interesting 
occasion.  The  little  volume  which  will  give  the  addresses 
and  the  poem  which  so  well  met  the  expectations  of  the 
people  and  the  circumstances  of  the  anniversary,  and 
the  details  of  the  arrangements  and  highly  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  they  were  carried  into  effect,  is  now 
in  the  press,  and  will  soon  be  accessible  to  the  public. 

.That  the  subject  was  first  presented  to  your  attention 
through  the  medium  of  the  report  of  our  board,  would 
appear  to  justify  the  notice  which  we  have  now  taken 
of  the  celebration  of  the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary 
of  the  Incorporation  of  the  Town  of  Dartmouth.  But 
we  trust  that  we  shall  not  be  considered  as  departing 
from  the  sphere  of  duty  that  belongs  to  us  as  Trustees 
of  the  Free  Public  Library,  if  we  refer  to  this  celebra- 
tion in  connection  with  the  subject  to  which  we  had  the 
honor  of  directing  your  attention  in  this  report,  im* 
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mediately  preceeding  our  mention  of  the  anniversary. 
It  belongs  to  the  history  of  the  library,  that  the  propo- 
sition suitably  to  celebrate  the  bi-centennial  anniver- 
sary of  the  incorporation  of  the  mother  town  had  its 
origin  in  its  board  of  managers,  and  it  may,  we  think 
with  propriety  be  added,  that  the  interest  with  which 
its  proceedings  were  regarded  by  the  large  gathering 
which  attended  upon  them,  were,  to  some  extent  at 
least,  the  fruit  of  that  intelligent  desire  to  become  more 
familiar  with  the  early  settlers  upon  our  soil  and  with 
the  incidents  of  their  history  which  may  be  traced  to 
the  influence  of  this  institution.  That  so  wide  an  in- 
terest was  felt  and  manifested  in  the  observance  of  the 
occasion  must  have  been  gratifying  to  you,  justifying 
as  it  did  the  course  pursued  by  you  in  ordering  and 
directing  its  arrangements,  and  providing  the  means  for 
carrying  them  into  eflfect 

But  more  gratifying  still  must  it  have  been  to  you, 
to  find  as  you  participated  in  the  proceedings,  that  they 
had  an  attractiveness  and  value,  which  elevated  them 
far  above  our  ordinary  holiday  observances. 

The  last  board  of  trustees,  speaking  of  the  impor- 
tance of  cultivating  the  study  of  our  local  history,  after 
alluding  as  evidences  of  their  position  to  certain  inci- 
dents connected  with  it  made  use  of  this  language. 

^  With  thiese  facts  before  us,  how  clearly  does  it  ap- 
pear, that  the  work  of  giving  to  the  people  the  history 
of  our  own  municipality,  and  that  of  which  for  more 
than  a  century  we  formed  a  part,  is  in  harmony  with 
the  design  of  our  Institution,  and  calculated  to  aid  in 
the  efii^rt  to  extend  to  all  the  advantages  of  a  more 
enlightened  culture  than  the  restricted  sphere  of  the 
schools  will  allow."  "  All  true  history  elevates  while  it 
enlightens.    It  is  the  perogative  of  our  nature  *  to  look 
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before  and  after. '  No  human  being  who  truly  regards 
the  position  which  he  occupies^  can  be  indifferent  to 
.  that  wonderful  past  out  of  whose  activities  has  been 
formed  the  wonderful  present,  and  which  must  give 
direction  and  character  to  that  still  more  wonderful 
future  which  lies  before  us/'  "  The  people  who  lived 
upon  the  territory  which  in  the  year  1664  constituted 
the  township  of  Dartmouth,  would  find  in  their  own 
annals,  faithfully  written,  lessons  of  patriotism  and  vir- 
tue, better  calculated  to  help  them  forward  in  their 
struggles  to  maintain  the  institutions  of  republicanism 
and  an  enlightened  and  purifying  faith,  than  any  that 
can  be  imparted  by  reading  the  story  of  Grecian  valor 
or  of  Caledonian  devotion." 

And  did  you  not  find  ia  the  address  of  the  orator, 
William  W.  Crapo,  Esq.,  who  had  I'een  selected  by  you 
for  the  occasion,  a  most  gratifying  verification  of  the 
declaration  of  the  report  ?  Were  there  not  lessons  of  pa- 
triotism and  virtue  imparted  to  all  who  listened,  when 
the  story  of  the  conflicts  and  struggles  of  our  fathers 
were  recounted,  and  the  speaker  showed  us  how  true 
to  the  great  principles  of  our  faith  and  of  a  genuine 
democracy  were  the  simple  peasant  pioneers  upon  our 
soil  ?  To  the  interest  inherent  in  the  subject  were  united 
the  charms  of  a  style  clear,  vigorous  and  polished,  and 
a  delivery  forcible  and  eloquent  The  occasion  upon 
which  it  was  pronounced,  and  whose  prominent  feature 
it  clearly  constituted,  will  long  be  remembered  as  one 
in  which,  for  the  first  time,  the  prominent  incidents  of 
our  local  history  were  presented  to  us,  clothed  in  the 
becoming  garb  of  a  graceful  scholarship  and  a  finished 
elocution.  We  hail  with  a  heartfelt  satisfaction  this 
valuable  contribution  to  the  history  of  this  portion  of 
the  Old  Bay  State.    And  while  it  is  an  earnest  of  what 
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we  may  have  a  right  to  expect,  aa  the  rich  vein  now 
opened  ^all  be  followed  up  by  the  writer  and  kindred 
.explorers,  it  will  not  take  many  such  well  and  forcibly 
written  productions  as  this,  to  take  from  us  the  reproach 
of  which  we  have  spoken,  that  we  have  failed  to  con- 
tribute our  share  to  the  enduring  literature  of  the 
country. 

The  address  of  the  Mayor,  and  the  poem,  by  James 
B.  Congdon,  Esq.,  which  had  for  its  subject  the  raid  of 
General  Grey  in  1778,  were  efforts  well  adapted  to  the 
occasion  and  will  constitute  an  interesting  and  valuable 
portion  of  the  publication  containing  an  account  of 
the  proceedings^  soon  to  be  issued  from  the  press. 

The  notice  taken  of  the  early  records  of  the  old  town 
of  Dartmouth,  and  the  testimony  borne  to  their  value 
and  importance  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration,  fur- 
nish additional  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  the  course  the 
City  Council  has  taken  for  their  arrangement  and  pre- 
servation. The  Trustees  of  the  library  have  more  than 
once  called  attention  to  the  fact,  that  immediate  and 
effectual  measures  should  be  taken  to  place  whatever 
may  remain  to  us  of  official,  corporate  or  individual  his- 
tory of  the  early  days  of  the  mother  town  of  Dartmouth, 
beyond  the  reach  of  accident  or  time.  ^*  There  is  much 
traditionary  lore,  rapidly  passing  away  to  be  gathered 
and  preserved ;  many  records  decaying  unregarded,  to 
be  saved  from  destruction.'* 

We  would  adopt  this  wise  and  earnest  language,  and 
again  give  it  forth  as  the  result  of  our  own  deep  con- 
victions of  what  is  required  of  us  as  individuals  and  as 
a  community.  Let  every  individual  who  dwells  upon 
the  soil  once  trodden  by  the  footsteps  of  the  pioneers 
in  the  settlement  of  Dartmouth,  and  all  who  feel  an 
honest  pride  in  the  sterling  worth  of  those  who  in  the 
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early  days  strove  manfully  and  successfully  for  mental, 
religious,  and  civil  freedom,  look  upon  it  as  a  solemn 
duty,  carefully  and  industriously  to  labor  to  present,  at 
least,  one  contribution  towards  the  erection  of  a  fitting 
and  enduring  memorial  of  their  faithfulness.  Let  each 
municipality  into  which  the  territory  of  the  old  town 
has  been  divided,  do  all  in  its  power  to  treasure  up  what 
may  be  found  of  the  flitting  monuments  of  the  past ; 
and  by  a  careful  attention  to  the  matter,  the  manner 
and  the  preservation  of  its  own  municipal  records,  m«ike 
easy  and  pleasant  the  work  one  day  to  be  performed, 
of  weaving  into  the  useful  and  attractive  texture  of 
history  the  material  thus  carefully  arranged  and  pre- 
served. 

These  remarks  upon  our  interesting  centennial,  and 
upon  the  subject  of  the  records  of  social,  civic  and  mu- 
nicipal existence  which  we  would  fain  save  from  irre- 
trievable decay,  have  partaken  very  much  of  the  feel- 
ings which  had  their  origin  upon  that  occasion.  We 
have  felt  and  have  spoken,  as  if  we  were  addressing, 
not  our  own  constituted  authorities  and  our  own  people 
only,  but  the  authorities  and  people  of  all  the  commu- 
nities whose  soil  once  made  a  part  of  the  mother  town 
of  Dartmouth.  And  under  the  influence  of  this  senti- 
ment of  fraternity  with  all  who  thus  claim  a  common 
origin,  we  would  repeat  the  language  of  our  predeces- 
sors upon  the  subject  of  extending,  beyond  our  own 
municipal  limits,  the  advantages  of  our  large  and  con- 
stantly increasing  collection  of  books.  "  We  would," 
they  say,  "so  far  enlarge  the  application  of  this  invita- 
tion [to  consult  the  official  documents]  as  to  allow  it  to 
embrace  all  who  may  desire  to  visit  our  library  in 
the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  and  all  the  books  which  it 

contains.    With  a  view  to  the  extension  of  its  useful- 
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ness  and  the  enlargement  of  the  number  of  those  who 
would  take  an  interest  in  its  prosperity,  we  would  wel- 
come to  our  rooms  all  who  would  seek  them  for  the  in- 
formation which  the  books  upon  our  shelves  may  con- 
tain." ^  Our  catalogues  will  inform  them  of  the  contents 
of  the  shelves,  and  the  information  of  our  gifted  librari- 
an, accurate  and  extensive,  will  always  be  found  avail- 
able and  at  the  service  of  every  lover  of  learning  and 
seeker  after  knowledge/' 

In  the  statistics  which  have  been  published  of  the 
public  circulating  libraries  of  the  country,  the  fact  has 
always  been  made  to  appear  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  books  which  have  been  taken  by  the  people  have 
been  works  of  fiction.  Although  no  record  has  been  kept 
by  our  librarian  of  the  character  of  the  works  which 
have  been  delivered  by  him,  we  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  our  own  experience  would  essentially  vary 
from  that  of  similar  institutions. 

We  have  heard  this  fact  alluded  to  as  an  unfavorable 
feature  in  the  character  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and 
sometimes  as  an  objection  to  their  establishment  and 
support. 

The  term  ^^  works  of  fiction"  is  by  far  too  indefinite 
and  comprehensive,  to  give  any  weight  or  force  to  the 
remarks  to  which  we  have  alluded.  Paradise  Lost  is  a 
fiction — and  the  Book  of  Job,  that  most  wonderful  and 
sublime  narrative,  has  been  by  many  learned  men  placed 
in  the  same  category.  A  sweeping  condemnation  of  all 
works  of  fiction  would  take  from  us  thousands  of  vol- 
umes which  are  the  glory  of  the  literature  of  the  world. 

The  regret  and  the  censure,  when  restricted  to  books 
which  are  generally  termed  novels  and  romances  apply 
to  but  a  limited  number  of  works  of  fiction.  But  when 
thus  applied,  we  are  satisfied  that  they  are  often  un- 
founded and  unjust. 
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We  are  no  advocates  of  indiscriminate  or  exclusive 
novel  reading.  We  esteem  it  a  great  misfortune,  when 
the  intellectual  tastes  and  the  moral  feelings  of  an 
individual  have  become  so  perverted  that  he  is  satisfied 
with  such  reading  only  as  ministers  to  an  unhealthy 
and  injurious  excitement.  Light  reading,  as  that  phrase 
is  generally  understood,  if  inclination  or  habit  has  made 
it  the  only  reading,  is  a  practice  which  is  condemned 
alike  by  right  reason  and  sound  morality. 

But  we  feel  boimd  to  deny  the  charge,  if  such  a 
charge  is  made,  to  allay  the  alarm  if  such  alarm  is  felt, 
that  the  Free  Public  Library  originates  or  fosters  such 
an  unprofitable  condition  of  thought  and  feeling. 

On  the  contrary  we  are  confident  that  the  operation 
of  our  library  upon  those  who  are  its  most  constant 
visitors,  is  to  refine  and  improve  the  taste,  and  gradu- 
ally so  to  expand  the  intellect  and  increase  the  de- 
sire after  useful  and  elevating  knowledge  as  essentially 
to  change  the  course  of  reading,  and  substitute,  for  the 
employment  whose  only  object  was  the  passing  away 
of  a  leisure  hour,  a  love  of  mental  pursuits  and  a  con- 
stant and  well  directed  efibrt  for  intellectual  improve- 
ment. 

We  are  rejoiced  to  know  and  to  record  the  fact, 
that  among  those  whose  principal  reading  is  of  the 
kind  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  there  has 
been  a  marked  advancement  in  the  character  of  the 
works  which  they  are  desirous  to  obtain.  The  fictitious 
literature  which  is  now  the  oftenest  called  for  is  the 
best  of  its  class.  The  reading  public  of  New  Bedford 
are  to  day  by  the  constant  call  which  they  make  for  the 
works  of  the  great  masters  of  fiction,  giving  in  their 
testimony  to  their  own  purity  of  taste  and  intellectual 
tefinement,  and  to  the  truth  of  the  verdict  that  the 
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world  has  pronounced  upon  that  glorious  catalogue  of 
its  benefactors  which  includes  the  names  of  Scott, 
Thackery,  Dickens,  Edgeworth  and  Austen,  and  Cooper, 
Irving,  Hawthorne,  Sedgwick  and  Stowe. 

We  regard  it  as  a  most  interesting  and  important 
fact,  that  the  works  of  fiction  which  are  now  issuing 
from  the  press,  are  of  a  class  which  indicates  this  im- 
provement in  the  taste  of  the  reading  public  and  are 
calculated  not  only  to  satisfy  it,  but  to  help  onward  the 
work  of  attaining  a  still  higher  elevation. 

We  could  fill  many  pages  with  the  titles  of  books 
which  sustain  this  assertion.  The  ^  Chronicles  of  the 
Schonberg-Cotta  Family,"  "The  Early  Dawn,"  and 
"  The  Diary  of  Mrs.  'Kitty  Trevylyan,"  are  *•  works  of 
fiction,"  which,  to  adopt  the  language  of  Dr.  Johnson 
upon  the  writings  of  Addison,  not  only  give  elevated 
enjoyment  to  the  leisure  hour,  but,  to  use  a  more  solemn 
expression  "  turn  many  to  righteousness."  The  author 
of  these  works,  while  she  has  aimed  to  consecrate  ficti- 
tious narratives  to  the  service  of  a  sound  morality  and 
an  elevated  religious  faith,  has  but  supplied  that  crav- 
ing for  a  higher  order  of  writing  in  this  branch  of  liter- 
ature, which  the  public  have  so  earnestly  demanded. 
Jean  Ingelow,  the  sweetest,  the  purest,  the  most  earnest 
religious  poet  since  the  days  of  Cowper,  and  one  of  the 
most  attractive  story  tellers  in  the  language,  how  direct- 
ly and  elevatingly  is  she  meeting  the  public  wants  and 
the  public  demands,  by  her  beautiful  volumes  of  "Poems" 
and  "Stories." 

"Enoch  Arden,"  if  written  in  prose  would  be  a 
"  story ;"  as  it  is,  it  is  a  "  work  of  fiction,"  and  one  of  the 
loveliest  ever  penned  by  the  hand  of  genius.  All  classes 
read  it,  all  understand  it,  all  are  permeated  and  subdued 
by  its  sweetness,  its  pathos,  its  elevated  morality  and 
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calm  religious  spirit.  All  read  it,  because  they  are  no 
longer  satisfied  with  the  lower  and  more  common  forms 
of  fiction,  and  as  they  read  and  ponder,  the  taste  is  re- 
fined, the  intellectual  powers  stimulated,  and  the  love 
of  the  higher  forms  of  literature  is  increased  and  made 
permanent. 

While  the  amount  of  appropriation  which  the  Coun- 
cil has  made  for  the  support  of  the  library,  has  restrict- 
ed our  purchases  of  books  to  such  of  the  present  issues 
of  the  press  as  the  public  have  a  right  to  expect  to  find 
upon  our  shelves,  we  have  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  to  give 
an  increased  compensation  to  our  faithful  and  efficient 
librarian.  Deducting  from  the  salaries  now  allowed 
them,  there  remains  but  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  for  the  expense  of  warming  and  lighting 
the  library  and  rebinding  of  our  much  used  volumes 
and  the  purchase  of  books. 

We  hope  that  in  view  of  this,  the  appropriation  of 
the  coming  year  will  be  so  increased,  that  the  trustees 
may  not  be  obliged  to  deprive  the  public  of  such  pub- 
lications of  the  day,  as  are  called  for  by  the  character 
of  our  institution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


George  Howland,  Jr.,' 
Henry  J.  Taylor, 
Warren  Ladd, 
James  B.  Gongdon, 
Joshua  C.  Stone, 
Charles  H.  Pierce. 

New  Bedfobd,  Jao.  1,  186S. 


Trustees. 
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ford, Mass. :  E.  Anthony  &  Sons,  Printers,  67  Union  Street.  1865. 
8o.    pp.  129. 

BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

[2.]  Acushnet — Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Acushnet  on  the  Financial 
Affairs  of  the  Town ;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year 
1861-62.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  £.  Anthony.  1862.  8^. 
pp.  8,  8. 
Beports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Acushnet,  on  the  financial  Affairs  of  the 
the  Town ;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  1869-64. 
New  Bedford :  Printed  by  £.  Anthony.    1864.    8°.    pp.  8,  8. 

[8.]  Address  of  the  New  Bedfmxi  Institute  of  Instruction,  to  the  Parents 
and  Guardians  of  Scholars.  [Prepared  by  a  committee  of  the  Insti- 
tute, consisting  of  David  Mack,  John  F.  Emerson,  and  Nathaniel 
Clark.]  New  Bedford :  [Printed  by  B.  Lindsey  V]  January  1835. 
12°.    pp.  8. 

[4.]  Allen,  W. — Thoughts  on  the  Importance  of  Beligion.  [By  William 
Allen.]  London :  Printed  and  sold  by  W.  Phillips,  1808.  New 
Bedford :  Re-printed  [by  B.  Lindsey]  for  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr., 
and  sold  at  his  Book  Store.    1816.    12°.    pp.  14. 

[5.]  Congdon,  J.  B. — The  Centurion  and  his  Servant  [A  Tract,  by 
James  B.  Congdon.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Fessenden  &  Baker. 
1864.]     8°.    pp.  4. 

[6.]  Constitution,  By-Laws  and  Rules  <^  Order  of  the  Acushnet  Section  of 
Cadets  of  Temperance,  No.  14,  State  of  Massachusetts.  New  Bed- 
ford: Printed  by  Charles  H.  Kingsford,  (S.  of  T.)  Reporter  Office, 
16  and  18  North  Water  Street     1848.    12°.    pp.  14. 

[7.]  Crapo,  H.  H. — 1851 — Descriptive  Catalogue  of  Fruit  and  Ornamental 
Trees,  Shrubs  and  Plants,  cultivated  and  for  sale  by  Henry  H. 
Crapo,  at  the  Wasemequia  Nurseries,  106  Washington  Street,  New 
Bed£»d,  Mass.,  Second  Edition.  Boston:  Tuttle  and  DenneU, 
Printers,  21  School  street    1851.    8°.    pp.  32. 

[8.]  Crapo,  W.  W.— Poem  by  WiMiam  W.  Crapo  [of  New  Bedford],  and 
Valedietory  Oration,  by  Homer  B.  Sprague,  pronounced  before  the 
Senior  ClaM  in  Yale  Collie,  June  16, 1852.  Published  by  re* 
quest  of  the  class.  New  Haven :  Printed  by  Thomas  J.  Stafford. 
1852.    8°.    pp.47. 
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[9.]  Curds,  G.  T.— Two  Letters  to  .tbe  Editor  of  the  New  Bedford  Mercury. 
First  published  in  the  Boston  Courier.  By  George  T.  Curtis.  Boston : 
Printed  by  Alfred  Mudge  &  Son,  No.  21  School  Street  1854.  8**. 
pp.  12. 

[Written  in  reply  to  Articles  in  the  Mercury,  by  Chas.  T.  Congdon, 
Esq.     See  N.  B.  Daily  Mercury  of  June  1st,  12th,  and  19th,  1854.] 
[10.]  Directory. — No.  10.    The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  a  City 
Register,  a  Greneral  Directory  of  the  Citizens,  and  a  List  of  Citizens 
who  have  served  or  are  serving  in  the  Army  and  Navy.    January, 
1865.    New  Bedford :  Abraham  Taber  &  Brother,  No.  49  Union 
Street,  and  No.  47  Purchase  Street    Fessenden  &  Baker  Printers. 
12^^.    pp.  228. 
[11.]  Eliot,  T.  D.— Si)eech  of  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  of  Massachusetts,  delivered 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  10,  1864,  on  the  bill  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Bureau  of  Freedman's  Affairs.     [Wash.  1864. 
8°.]    pp.16. 
[12.]  Fairhaven  Documents. — By-Laws  of  Fairhaven.  Approved  June  Term, 
1888.    New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benjamin  Lindsey.    1838.     12^. 
pp.  11. 
An  Act  concerning  the  SdOols,  together  with  the  Report  of  the 
School  Committee  of  Fairhaven,  for  the  year  1889-40.    Press  of 
Benjamin  Lindsey,  New  Bedford.    [1840.]    8"^.    pp.  16. 
Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of 
the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  1,  1843.    [New  Bedford : 
B.  Lindsey,  Printer?    1848.]  12°.    pp.  4. 
Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of 
the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  1, 1844.    [New  Bedford : 
Printed  by  B.  Lindsey?     1844.]     12°.  pp.  4. 
Statutes  in  Relation  to  the  Public  Schools,  and  the  Report  of  the 
School  Committee  of  Fairhaven,  for  the  years  1843-44.     1844. 
H.  Tilden's  Press :  New  Bedford.     8°.     pp.  45. 
Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of 
the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  1st,  1846.    [New  Bedford : 
1846.]     12°.    pp.4. 
Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  1845-'46. 
[With  a  tabular  synopsis  of  the  Report.]    New  Bedford :  Eve- 
ning Bulletin  Press.     1846.    8°.    pp.  18,  and  table. 
Extracts  from  the  State  Laws,  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Public 
Schools,  in  District  No.   12  and  18,  of  the  Town  of  Furhaven, 

drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  following  vote  of  said  District, 
passed  April  27, 1846.  .^Voted :  to  instruct  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  School  Committee,  and,  with  their  con- 
currence, establish  proper  rules  to  secure  the  punctual  attendance 
of  Pupils,  and  the  good  government  of  the  schools.  New  Bedford : 
Evening  Bulletin  Press.     1846.    8°.    pp. 
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Report  of  hte  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Financial   Concerns  of 

tlie  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  Ist,  1847.    [New  Bedford. 

1847.]     12<».    pp.  4. 
Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  [1846-47.] 

New  Bedford:  Press  of  B.  Lindsey.  1847.    8<».    pp.  28. 
Fairhaven  Documents. — By-Laws  of  the  Public  Schools,  in  District 

Number  12  and  13,  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  drawn  up  in  accor- 
dance with  the  following  vote  of  said  District,  passed  April,  184  7. 

Voted,  That  the  Prudential  Committee,  in  concurrence  with  the 

School  Committee,  be  empowered  to  establish  the  same  By-Laws 

relative  to  the  government  of  the  schools  as  were  established  the 

past  year,  with  such  amendments  as  they  may  think  proper.   New 

Bedford :  Press  of  Benjamin  Lindsey.     1847.     12^.    pp.8. 
Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Finance  Concerns  of 

the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  1st,  1848.    New  Bedford : 

Press  of  the  Evening  Bulletin.     1848.    8"^.    pp.  8. 
Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  for  the  year 

1847-48.  New  Bedford:  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1848.  8°.  pp.  26. 
Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  for  the 

year  1847-48.    Boston :  Printed  by  N.  S.  Dearborn,  No.  1  Water 

Street    1848.    8^.    pp.  19. 
Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of 

die  Town,  for  the  year  ending  March  81st,  1849.    New  Bedford 

Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1849.    8^.    pp.  8. 
Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fiuriiaven  for  the 

year  1848-49.    New  Bedford:  Press  6f  Benj.  Lindsey.    1849. 
8°.    pp.12. 
Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  F^rhaven,  on  the  Ftnanee  Concerns  of 

the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  March  3 Ist,  1850.    New  Bedford : 

Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1850.    8®.    pp.  8. 
Report  of  the  Sdiool  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven  for  the 

year  1849-50.    New  Bedford:  Press  of  Berg.  Lindsey.    1860. 

8°.    pp.  12. 
Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  finance  Concerns  of 

the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  1st,  1851.    New  Bedford: 

Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1851.     8°.    pp.8. 
Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  for  the 

year  1850-51.    New  Bedford:    Press  of  Benj.    Lindsey.     1851. 

8°.    pp.12. 
Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  for  the 

year  1851-62.    New  Bedford :  .Benj.  Lindsey,  City  Printer.  1852. 

8°.    pp.  16. 
Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Finance  Concerns  of 

the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  Ist,  1853.    New  Bedford : 

Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1853.    8°.    pp.  8. 
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Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  FairhaTen,  for  the 

year  1852-53.    New  Bedford:  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1853.  8°. 

pp.  26. 
Beport  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fcurhaven,  on  the  Finance  Concerns  of 

the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  March  [8]l8t,  1854.    New  Bedford : 

Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1854.     8°.    pp.  8. 
Beport  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  for  the 

year  1853-54.    New  Bedford:  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1864.  8°. 

pp.  21. 
[18.]  Fairhaven  Insurance  Company. — The  Charter  and  By-Laws  of  the 

Fairhaven  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company,  incorporated  by 

the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  April  6th,  1855.    New  Bedford : 

Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1855.     12°.     pp.  10. 
[14]  *Hobart,  J. — A  Confession  of  Faith  and  Covenant  adopted  by  the 

Church  of  Christ  in  Berlin  [Vermont].    By  Bev.  James  Hobart. 

New  Bedford:     1810.    8*'.    pp.8. 
[15.]  Memorials  of  Deceased  Friends,  of  New  England  Yearly  Meeting. 

Published  by  the  meeting  for  sufieringSi  1850.    Providence.  1850. 

8°.    pp.  62. 
[Contains  the  testimony  of  New  Bedford  Monthly  Meeting  reelecting 

Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.,  and  Mary  Card,  pp.  3-1 7.] 
[16.]  Mitchell,  Mary.— A  Short  Account  of  the  Early  Part  of  the  Life  of 

Mary  Mitchell,  late  of  Nantucket,  deceased,  written  by  herself. 

With  selections  from  some  other  of  her  writings ;  and  Two  Testi- 
monies of  Monthly  Meetings  of  Friends  on  Bhode  Island  and 

Nantucket,  concerning  her.    New  Bedford:  Printed  [by  Benj. 

Lindsey]  for  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.     1812.     12°.    pp.  74. 
[1 7.]  Mudge,  E. — David  Roberts ;  or,  Grace  Displayed  in  the  Conversion 

and  Pious  Life  of  a  Sailor.    By  Enoch  Mudge,  Minister  of  the 

New  Bedford  Port  Society.    Providence :  H.  H.  Brown,  Printer. 

1841.     12°.    pp.  12. 

[18.]  Peabody,  E. — An  Address,  delivered  at  the  Centennial  Celebration  in 
Wilton,  N.  H.,  Sept.  25,  1839.  By  Ephraim  Peabody,  with  an 
Appendix.  Boston.  1839.  8°.  pp.  103. 
♦Peabody,  E.— The  Object  of  the  Ministry.  A  Sermon  Preached  at 
the  Installation  of  Bev.  Samuel  Osgood,  as  Pastor  of  the  West- 
minster Congregational  Church,  in  Providence,  December  29, 1841. 
By  Ephraim  Peabody.  Providence:  B.Cranston.  1842.  8°.  pp.40 
[Contains,  besides  the  Sermon,  the  Charge  by  Mr.  Folsom,  the  Bight. 
Hand  of  Fellowship  by  Mr.  Simmons,  and  the  Address  to  the 
People  by  Mr.  Thompson  of  Salem.] 

[19.]  Port  Society. — Thirty-Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society,  for  the  Moral  Improvement 
of  Seamen.    Presented  and  accepted  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  Jan. 
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29th,  18G4,  and  read  at  the  Public  Meeting,  Feb.  2l8t,  1864. 
[Written  by  Edmund  Rodman.]  New  Bedford:  Mercury  Press, 
92  Union  Street.     1864.     8°.     pp.  16. 

[20.]  Proceedings  of  the  Whig  Congressional  Convention,  of  District  No. 
11,  held  at  West  Falmouth,  on  Wednesday,  August  31,  1836. 
New  Bedford:  J.  C.  Parmenter,  Printer.     1836.    8°.    pp.  16. 

[20a.]  Rugg,  C.  P. — Amherst  College.  Decennial  Meeting  of  the  Class  of 
1854,  with  a  Biographical  Record.  [By  Charles  P.  Rugg,  Class 
Secretary'.]  New  Bedford,  Mass.:  £.  Anthony  &  Sons,  Printers. 
1865.     8°.     pp.  28. 

[21.]  Society  of  Friends. — Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  New  England 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends,  with  the  Epistles  received 
by  that  meeting,  1854.  Printed  by  direction  of  the  Meeting.  New 
Bedford  :  Press  of  Benj.  Lindscy.  1854.  8<».  pp.  18. 
Report  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  New  England  Yearly  Meeting 
of  Friends,  upon  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  freed  people  of 
color  in  Washington  and  Virginia.  New  Bedford :  E.  Anthony 
&  Sons,  Printers.  1864.  8**.  pp.  8. 
See  No6.  4,  15,  16. 

[22.]  Spare,  J. — ^The  Diflerential  Calculus ;  with  unusual  and  particular 
analysis  of  its  elementary  principles,  and  copious  illustrations  of 
its  practical  application.  By  John  Spare,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Boston  : 
Bradley,  Dayton,  and  Company.     1865.     12°.    pp.244. 

[28.]  Stubbs,  J. — The  Seaman's  Star  and  Guide  to  Happiness.  By  James 
Stubbs:  a  Reformed  Drunkard.  Written  by  himself.  Boston: 
Published  for  the  Author.     1843.     129.    pp.  140. 

[24.]  Turner's  Longitude  Tables,  for  correcting  the  observed  distance  of  the 
Moon  and  Sun,  or  Moon  and  Star,  for  the  effects  of  Parallax  and 
Refraction,  whereby  the  distance  is  in  a  new  and  much  shorter 
method  obtained,  and  the  Longitude  found  with  as  great  ease  as 
the  Latitude,  by  a  meridian  altitude  of  the  Sun.  William  C.  Taber 
&  Son.     New  Bedford.     1845.     8°.     pp.  26. 

[25.]  West,  S. — Essays  on  Liberty  and  Necessity,  in  which  the  True  Nature 
of  Liberty  is  stated  and  defended ;  and  the  principal  arguments 
used  by  Mr.  Edwanls  and  others  for  Necessity  are  considered.  In 
two  Parts.  By  Samuel  West,  D.  D.,  Pastor  of  the  First  Church 
of  Christ  in  New  Bedford.  Part  First  Printed  at  New  Bed- 
lord,  Massachusetts,  by  John  Spooner.  1 795.  8°.  pp.  48. 
[Title,  Advertisement,  and  Litroduction,  pp.  1-14;  The  Three 
Essays,  pp.  15-48.] 

[26.]  Westport — Report  of  the  Auditing  Committee,  and  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  of  the  Town  of  Westport.  New  Bedford :  Mercury  Job 
Press,  92  Union  Street.     1864.    8**.    pp.  16. 
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In  Boakd  of  Ax.debmen,  ) 


February  15th,  1866. 

Received  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  down 
for  concurrence. 

Henry  T.  Leonard,  City  Clerk. 


Concurred. 


In  Common  Council,     ) 
February  15th,  1866.  } 

Wm.  a.  Church,  Clerk. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  FlIEE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1866. 


TRUSTEES. 

His  Honor,  John  H.  Perrt,  Mayor  of  the  City. 

Andrew  G.  Pierce,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

George  F.  Kingman,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  ) 

James  B.  Congdon,  Esq.,        >  at  large. 

John  P.  BARiai]R,  Esq.,  ) 

COIMMIITTEKS. 

ON  THE  UBBABT. 

John  H.  Perry,   George  Howland,  Jr., 
James  B.  Congdon. 

BUILDIMO. 

Andrew  G.  Pierce,    John  P.  Barker, 
George  F.  Kingman. 

ACCOUIfTS. 

Jampejs  B.  Congdon,    John  P.  Barker, 
George  F.  Kingman. 

CLBBK  OF  TDB  BOABD. 

James  B.  Congdon. 

LIBBARIAN. 

Egbert  C.  Ingraham. 

ASSISTAlfT  TiTBKARTAN. 

Sophia  E.  Almy. 

JAHTTOB. 

John  "W-  Williams. 
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Trustees'  Report.        December, 


DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1865. 


BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

Donors.  Volumes.       F&mphlets. 

Bound.   Unbound. 

Akin,  Ebeuezer, 1 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 2 

American  Philosophical  Society, 2             1 

Bartlett,  Mrs.  Lyman, 14            17           9 

Bierstadt  Brothers, 1 

Boston  Public  Library, 1 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History, 2 

Briggs,  Roswell  £ 1 

Brownell,  T.  Frank, 18 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 1 

Charlestown  Public  Library, 1 

City  of  Boston, 1 

Cobb,  LH 1 

Congdon,  James  B 4             i          2 

Cook,  Thomas, 1                        2 

Crapo,  Henry  H 1 

Dawson,  H.  B 1 

Detroit  Young  Men's  Society,  - 1 

Dexter,  Frank  B 2         27 

Eliot,  Thomas  D.,  M.  C 168  6         11 

Ewer,  Ferdinand  C 1 

Farrington,  William  H 1          3 

Fall  River  Public  Library, 1 

Harvard  College 1 

Horticultural  Society, 27 

Rowland,  George,  Jr 21 

Kelly,  Edmund 5 

Kempton,  Horatio  A., 1 

Library  Company,  Phil 8 

Long  Island  Historical  Society, 1 

Lowell  City  Library, 1 

Mercantile  Library  Assoc,  Boston, 1 

Mercantile  Library  Assoc,  N.  York, 2 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Phil 1 

Merrill,   Edward  B 8 

Newburyport  Public  Library, 1 

Patterson,  General  Robert, 1 

Peabody  Institute,  So.  Danvers,  Mass 1 

Phlpps,  AbnerJ 2 

Pitman,  Robert  C 20 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Inst.,  Troy,  N.  Y. . . .  l 

Rodman,  Benjamin, 48           82 

Rodman,  Edmund, 2                        2 

Rodman,  Samuel, 26         141 

Hugg,  Charles  P 1 

Sanborn,   F.  B 1 

Schouler,  William, 1 

Sibley,  J.  Langdon, 2 

Soldiers' Relief  Association U          2 

Spare,  John, 1 

State  of  Massachusetts, 6 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 9 
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DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR'  1865, 

(CX)NTINUED.) 

Douors.  Volomes.       Pamphlets. 

Bound.   Unbonnd. 

Sumner,  Charles.  •". 2 

Taber,  William  C,  Jr 8            8 

United  States, 82 

Vlnal,  Col.  John  F 1 

Webb,  D.  E 1 

Willey,  Henry, 2  8          24 

Wilmington  Institute, 1 

Wilson,  Joseph  T 2 

Wood,  Henry  T. 1 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library, I 

Young  Men's  Association,  Bul&lo, 1 

Toang  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Cincinnati, 1 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

*      Pittsburg, •         1 

NEWSPAPERS  AND  DOCUMENTS. 

Akin,  Ebenezer,~Deed  of  Nathaniel  Delano,  conyeying  land  In  Dart- 
mouth (Fairhaven) ,  to  Stephen  Taber.  List  of  Taxes  payable  under 
the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  6, 1816 :  Valuation  and  Tax  of  New 
Bedford.    MS.,  pp.  28. 

Green,  Thomas  A.,— Anti-Slavery  Standard,  1848-49  and  1864. 

Grace,  Capt.  James  W.,— Two  "Shells"  thrown  into  Fort  Wagner, 
July,  1868,  ttom  the  U.  S.  Monitors  Weehawken  and  Eatsklll. 

From  a  fMend— A  picture  of  "  Irving  and  his  Friends." 
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REPORT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen^  and  the   Cmnmon 
Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

Gentlemen  : — The  "  Ordinance  for  the  establish- 
ment and  goverament  of  the  Free  Public  Library '' 
provides,  that  the  "  Trustees  shall  annually  lay  before 
the  City  Council,  a  detailed  report  of  their  doings 
and  of  the  condition  of  the  Library." 

In  accordance  with  this  requisition  the  Trustees 
for  the  year  1865  respectfully  place  in  your  hands 
the  FouKTEENTH  Annual  Report  of  the  institu- 
tion. 

By  the  record  kept  by  the  librarian  it  appears, 
that  dming  the  year  1865  there  have  been  taken 
from  the  library,  thirty-five  thxmsand  and  thirty-five 
volumes. 

The  daily  average  has  been  orie  hundred  and 
twenty-five;  the  largest  of  any  year  since  the  open- 
ing  of  the  library. 

The  whole  number  of  cardjs  issued  is,  seven  them* 
sand  one  hundred  and  forty-four. 

The  increase  during  the  year  has  been^i^e  hun* 
dred  and  forty-three. 

It  will  be  seen  that  although  the  whole  number 
of  volumes  taken  falls  a  little  short  of  the  issue  of 
1864,  the  daUy  average  is  greater.  This  is  ex- 
plained by  the  fact,  that  for  several  weeks  in  the 
summer   the  library  was  closed  that  the  building 
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might  be  repaired  and  the  books  examined^  At  no 
time  during  the  existence  of  the  library  has  the 
number  of  takers  been  larger,  or  more  interest  man- 
ifested in  the  institution. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  Ubrary  during  the 
year,  by  purchase  and  donation,  about  owe  thxmsarvd 
voliunes,  and  the  whole  number  upon  our  shelves  is 
at  this  time  not  far  from  twenty  tTumsand. 

In  the  month  of  June  the  Library  was  closed  for 
a  short  time  that  the  repairs  upon  the  building,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Prop- 
erty, might  be  made.  The  Trustees  desire  to  ex- 
press their  great  satisfaction  at  the  tasteful  and 
thorough  manner  in  which  the  work  was  performed. 
Every  part  of  our  beautiful  building  was  carefully 
examined,  and  placed  in  most  excellent  order.  The 
care  and  attention  bestowed  upon  the  library-edifice 
by  the  Council's  Committee  is  another  evidence  of 
the  high  estimation  in  which  the  institution  is  held 
by  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

During  this  period  a  thorough  examination  was 
made  of  the  contents  of  the  library.  We  cannot 
convey  to  you  a  clearer  view  of  the  result  than  to 
give  the  report  made  by  the  librarian  when  the 
labor  of  examination  was  completed.  He  says: 
"  The  whole  number  of  books  missing  is  two  hunr 
dred  and  three.  Of  these,  one  has  been  paid  for, 
nine  will  be  either  returned  or  paid  for,  and  twenty 
will  probably  be  retiuned.  The  remainder  may  be 
considered  as  lost.  Taking  the  number  lost  to  be 
one  hundred  and  seventy-three^  which  I  think  is  in 
excess,  it  will  give  an  average  loss  of  about  twenty-^ 
three  hookB  yearly  for  the  seven  years  and  six 
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months  during  which  the  library  has  been  open  in 
this  building.  Not  more  than  six  of  the  missing 
books  will  average  in  value  more  than  (me  dollar  each. 
Many  of  the  remaining  volumes  were  very  much 
worn  when  delivered.  One  hundred  and  twenty^ 
one  volumes,  more  than  half,  belong  to  the  depart- 
ment of  ^Novels  and  Tales.''' 

This  result  must,  we  think,  be  considered  not 
only  satisfactory  but  surprising.  For  fourteen  years 
om*  Ubrary  has  been,  as  its  title  sets  forth,  "  jfree  " 
to  the  "  public."  During  the  last  secen  years,  the 
number  of  volumes  delivered  has  amounted  to  about 
two  hundred  thxmsand^  and  the  result  is,  that  at  the 
end  of  that  period,  we  find  less  than  tfwo  hundred 
volumes  missing,  whose  value  is  comparatively  small, 
and  the  annual  loss  to  the  institution  is  but  twenty- 
three.  This  result  does  not  materially  vary  from 
that  obtained  at  the  close  of  the  first  period  of  the 
same  duration.  Again  has  our  experience  justified 
the  wisdom  of  the  principle  upon  which  the  institu- 
tion was  foimded.  They  who  gave  it  being,  who 
sought  to  open  to  the  people  and  the  whole  people 
the  avenues  to  a  higher  culture  and  the  means  of 
innocent  and  elevating  recreation,  founded  their 
work  upon  the  belief  that  they  would  foster,  sustain 
and  carefully  protect  what  they  should  themselves 
provide  for  their  own  intellectual  and  moral  improve- 
ment. Again,  and  with  a  deeper  conviction  and  a 
still  higher  degree  of  satisfaction,  are  we  allowed  to 
address  you,  at  the  close  of  the  fourteenth  year  of 
the  existence  of  our  institution,  in  the  language  used 
by  our  predecessors  in  this  important  tnist,  at  the 
termination  of  the  ^ecom?. 
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"  The  great  and  leading  feature  in  the  conception 
and  management  of  the  library/'  says  the  second 
Annual  Report,  "  has  been,  by  the  experience  of  the 
years  which  have  passed  siiice  its  opening,  fiiUy 
established. 

"The  records  of  our  librarian  sustain  in  the 
fullest  manner  the  truth  of  the  idea  upon  which  the 
action  of  the  legislature  and  the  city  wa^  founded — 
that  a  library  could  be  so  managed  as  to  admit  all 
the  people  to  a  participation  in  its  benefits.  So 
few  in  number  are  the  books  missing  from  our 
shelves,  and  so  carefully,  in  general,  have  they  been 
used  while  in  the  hands  of  the  takers,  that  it  is  not 
deemed  necessary,  in  this  report,  to  give  in  detail 
the  very  few  instances  in  which  the  regulations  of 
the  library  have  been  violated.  The  Trufitees 
would  again  express  the  great  satisfaction  with 
which  they  lay  these  statements  before  the  City 
Council.  The  people  have  demonstrated,  not  only 
by  the  great  extent  to  which  the  books  have  been 
used,  but  also  by  their  heedfulness  in  the  use  and 
punctual  return  of  the  volumes  taken,  that  they 
can  be  reliably  intrusted  with  the  care  of  the  prop- 
erty which  the  enlightened  liberality  of  the  pubUc 
has  set  apart  for  their  recreation  and  improvement.^' 

To  this  statement,  as  applied  to  the  experience 
of  the  Trustees  in  1853,  and  adopted  by  us  as  the 
result  of  that  of  the  present  board  for  1865,  there 
are  now,  as  there  were  then,  a  few  lamentable  excep- 
tions. There  are  those  who  take  from  us  our 
books,  collected  and  cared  for  at  a  great  expendi- 
ture of  money  and  of  toil,  and  use  and  abuse  them. 
Once  more,  as  a  special  admonition  to  those  exoep- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1865.  Trustees'  Keport.  11 

tional  individuals  who  have  proved  themselves  so 
unworthy  of  the  privilege  bestowed  upon  them,  and 
as  the  statement  of  a  fundamental  truth  that  all  our 
visitors  and  takers  should  ever  bear  in  mind,  we 
place  before  the  people  the  following  extracts  from 
the  earliest  reports  of  this  board: 

"  The  rules  must  be  observed,  or  disorder,  decay 
and  dissolution  will  soon  attend  upon  this  enlight- 
ened and  praiseworthy  eifort  to  open  to  the  people 
the  avenues  to  a  more  extensive  and  genial  culture." 

"Use  carefully,  Returk  promptly — these 
are  the  two  fundamental  rules  upon  which  the  pros- 
perity of  the  library  must  rest.  When  these  rules 
shall  be  disregarded  the  library  must  cease  to  exist.'' 

"We  place  before  you  om*  aimual  record  of  dona- 
tions. You  will  find  upon  its  examination  that  our 
old  friends  have  not  forgotten  us,  and  that  new  ones 
have  been  added  to  our  list.  No  part  of  the  duty 
devolving  upon  us  as  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  is  more  delightful  than  that  which  allows 
us  to  present  to  you  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  the  names  of  those  whose  donations  are 
increasing  the  value  and  the  usefulness  of  our 
stores,  and  deepening  and  widening  the  interest 
felt  by  the  people  in  our  noble  institution.  Year  by 
year,  while  the  successive  boards  of  trustees  may 
seem  but  to  repeat  the  language  of  their  predeces- 
sors, the  satisfaction  they  feel  as  they  lay  before  you 
the  evidence  of  the  high  place  the  library  holds  in 
the  estimation  of  the  enlightened  and  the  wealthy, 
is  their  own;  and  it  is  a  part  of  the  reward  which 
comes  to  them  for  their  labors  in  the  discharge  of 
their  trust,  that  they  are  allowed  thus  to  spread 
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before  the  public  the  record  of  the  thoughtful  liber- 
ality of  its  fiiends  and  benefactors. 

The  record  speaks  for  itself;  but  it  appears  to  us 
proper  in  this  connection,  to  call  your  attention  to 
that  part  of  it  where  you  will  find  the  name  of  the 
Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  the  gentleman  who  has  so 
long  and  so  faithfully  represented  us  in  the  council 
of  the  nation.  Our  duty  in  regard  to  him  cannot, 
perhaps,  be  more  properly  performed  than  by  giving 
you,  from  our  records,  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
upon  the  occasion  of  his  presenting  us  with  a  large 
number  of  valuable  volumes, 

*<  The  monthly  list  of  donations  having  been  read,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Trustees  held  October  7th,  1865,  it  was 

Sesolved,  That  the  city  of  New  Bedford  is  nnder  great  obligations  to 
the  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Euot  for  the  interest  he  has  always  manifested  in 
the  success  of  the  Free  Public  Library ;  which  has  been  shown,  not 
only  by  a  carefUl  attention  to  the  rights  of  the  institution  nnder  the 
laws  of  Congress,  and  by  supplying  us  with  valuable  Congressional 
publications,  but  by  large  and  valuable  donations  of  books  and  pam- 
phlets firom  his  private  stores. 

Besolved,  That  in  view  of  the  important  additions  which  have  been 
made  to  the  library  through  Mr.  Eliot's  exertions  and  liberality, 
deeply  impressed  upon  us  at  this  time  by  the  receipt  ttom  him  of  more 
than  one  hundred  volumes  of  valuable  books,  we  consider  it  to  be  our 
duty  thus  to  record  our  high  appreciation  of  his  regard  and  assistance, 
and  in  this  formal  manner  to  express  the  gratitude  we  feel  for  his  gen^ 
erous  and  long  continued  aid. 

Votedy  That  the  clerk  of  the  board  communicate  to  Mr.  Euot  a  cer« 
tifled  copy  of  these  proceedings/' 

From  our  General  and  State  Governments  we 
continue  periodically  to  receive,  under  the  operation 
of  wise  and  beneficent  enactments,  the  works  which 
add  to  the  extent  and  value  of  the  department  of 
the  library  devoted  to  legislative  publications.  Our 
collection  is  already  large,  and  its  continued  in- 
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crease  will  soon  render  it  one  of  great  value.  The 
room  set  apart  for  it  is  always  open,  not  only  to 
our  own  citizens  but  to  all  who  are  desirous  of  con- 
sulting the  volumes  upon  its  shelves. 

From  States  other  than  our  own,  we  have  re- 
ceived accessions  to  our  collections  which  are  of 
great  value.  The  oflSlcial  authorities  of  the  States 
of  'New  -York,  Khode  Island,  Connecticut,  and 
Pennsylvania,  have  sent  us  copies  of  the  Colonial 
Records  which  have  been  published  by  the  govern- 
ments of  these  States  respectively,  and  we  are  in- 
debted to  them  for  other  interesting  and  valuable 
volumes.  The  Trustees  have  regarded  it  as  a 
pleasure  as  well  as  a  duty,  in  all  cases  to  acknowl- 
edge in  an  appropriate  manner  these  contributions 
to  our  collections;  and  although  such  returns  as  it 
has  been  in  our  power  to  make  have  not  been  with- 
held, we  remain  largely  indebted  to  the  enlightened 
oflSlcials  of  these  governments  for  their  many  favors.* 

In  another  form  and  to  a  most  gratifying  extent, 
and  under  circumstances  which  give  to  the  acquisi- 
tion a  greatly  increased  value  and  interest,  the  li- 
brary has  been  enriched  during  the  past  year. 

You  have  already  received  and  acted  upon  the 
announcement  that  the  executors  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  the  late  Charles  W.  Morgan  have 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  city  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars^  a  bequest  from  our  honored,  be- 
loved and  lamented  fellow-citizen. 

The  proceedings  of  your  body  upon  the  occa- 
sion, so  comprehensive  and  so  appropriate,  so  just 
to  the  memory  of  the  noble  dead,  and  so  honorable 

<»  See  Note  A. 
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to  yourselves,  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  take 
any  formal  action  upon  the  subject.  We  placed 
upon  our  record  the  resolutions  with  which  you 
had  enriched  your  own;  and  we  feel  that  nothing  is 
now  to  be  required  of  us,  but  to  embody  those  reso- 
lutions in  our  report  that  we  may  place  permanently 
before  the  people  a  history  so  full  of  interest  to  us 
all. 

**  At  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  held  on  the  25th  of  November,  the 
Mayor  communicated  to  the  board  the  &ct,  that  there  had  been  paid 
into  the  City  Treasury  the  sum  of  one  thowanddollarsy  by  the  ezecators 
of  the  estate  of  the  late  Charles  W.  Morgan,  it  being  the  amount  of 
a  bequest  made  to  the  city  for  the  Free  Public  Library  in  the  will  of 
that  gentleman. 

The  clerk  of  the  board  presented  an  ofBclal  copy  of  the  lesolations 
passed  by  the  City  Councili  upon  receiving  from  the  City  Treasurer  a 
communication,  informing  that  body  of  the  payment  into  the  Treasiny 
by  the  executors  of  the  will  of  Chasoxa  W.  Mobgan  :  whereupon  it  was 

Voted,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  be  entered  upon  our  records." 

Copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  City  Council. 

*^£e8olvedy  That  in  the  bequest  made  to  the  city  for  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary by  our  late  fellow-citizen,  Charles  W.  Morgan,  we  recognize  the 
act  of  one  whose  enterprising  and  honorable  career  as  a  merchant; 
whose  public  spirit,  and  comprehensive  benevolence ;  whose  sympathy 
with  all  the  tender  charities  of  private  life,  and  with  all  things  lovely 
and  of  good  report,  commanded  the  respect,  confidence  and  regard  of 
our  community. 

Besolvedf  That  In  the  benedictions  which  have  flowed  to  the  literary 
and  charitable  institutions  of  our  city  from  this  bountlftil  source,  we  see 
an  exhibition  of  the  exalted  and  endearing  characteristics  of  our  de- 
parted friend— a  man  whose  enlightened  and  benevolent  spirit  ever  led 
him  into  sympathy  with  every  undertaking  which  had  for  its  object  the 
relief  of  the  oppressed  and  the  destitute,  and  the  intellectual  and  moral 
enlightenment  of  his  fellow-men. 

Besolved,  That  in  the  result  of  the  administration  of  the  aflJEdrs  of  the 
generous  testator,  we  recognize,  on  the  part  of  the  executors,  the 
operation  of  an  ability  and  an  enlightened  regard  for  the  public  welAire 
kindred  to  his  own :  and  we  can  assure  them  that  their  names  are  asso- 
ciated with  that  of  him  they  have  so  ftdthfrilly  represented,  as  we  give  ex- 
pression to  the  grateful  feelings  which  their  benefactions  have  inspired." 
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JSTotwithstanding  the  circumstances  of  doubt  and 
delay  which  are  connected  with  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howl  and,  we  are  not  at 
liberty  to  close  our  statement  of  the  year's  benefac- 
tions, without  a  notice  of  the  magnificent  bequest 
which  that  excellent  lady  has  made  to  the  city. 

"I    GIVE    AND  BEQUEATH,"    shc   SayS,   "TO  THE 

City  of  New  Bedford,  the  sum  of  One  Huk- 
DEED  Thousand  Dollars;  and  I  direct  that 

TraS  SUM  OF  MONEY  SHALL  BE  INVESTED  JUDI- 
CIOUSLY UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  CiTY  COUN- 
CIL, AND  THAT  THE  INCOME  THEREFROM  SHALL  BE 
EXPENDED  AND  USED  FOR  THE  PROMOTION  AND 
SUPPORT  WITHIN  THE  CiTY  OF  LIBERAL  EDUCA- 
TION, AND  FOR  THE  ENLARGEMENT,  FROM   TIME  TO 

TIME,  OF  OUR  PUBLIC  LIBRARY.", 

This  is  not  the  time  or  the  place  to  indvdge  in 
speculations  as  to  the  result  of  the  attempt  which 
is  making  to  deprive  our  city  and  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation of  this  princely  endowment,  or  to  anticipate 
the  results  of  a  decision  that  shall  place  it  within 
the  control  of  our  municipal  authorities.  Our  duty 
is  discharged  by  giving  expression  to  the  deep  feel- 
ings of  satisfaction  and  gratitude  with  which  we 
have  regarded  this  noble  contribution  in  behalf  of 
our  instrumentalities  for  diffusing  knowledge  among 
the  people.  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  by  this  act 
of  enlightened  munificence,  has  won  the  right  to 
have  her  name  placed  high,  if  not  highest,  upon  the 
list  of  our  public  benefactors;  and  there  it  will  re- 
main, even  should  an  unenviable  success  attend  the 
effort  that  is  making  to  divert  the  current  of  her 
bounty  from  that  domain  which  it  was  her  purpose 
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to  fertilize  and  beautify.  But  we  will  not  admit 
the  possibility  of  such  a  result.  "We  look  forward 
with  confidence  to  the  day,  and  believe  it  to  be  not 
far  distant,  when  the  people  of  New  Bedford  shall 
have  it  announced  to  them  that  the  design  of  their 
benefactress  has  been  accomplished;  and  equally 
confident  are  we,  that  when  that  time  shall  arrive, 
the  people's  representatives  will,  by  ordinances  of 
wisdom  and  liberality,  give  the  fund  such  a  direc- 
tion as  will  not  only  insure  rich  returns  to  the 
present^  but  that  future  generations  shall  rise  up 
and  call  her  blessed.* 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  small 
sum  of  money  from  the  former  Horticidtural  Society, 
which  is  to  be  expended  in  a  special  manner,  as  set 
forth  in  the  note  of  the  trustees  which  accompanied 
the  donation. 

To  Charles  Cokgdok,  Esq.,  of  Brooklyn,  KT. 
Y.,  we  are  indebted  for  a  donation  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars.  This  sum  will  be  in  accordance  with 
the  decision  of  the  board  expended  in  some  work 
or  works  of  tasteful  and  enduring  excellence,  wliich 
shall  perform  the  double  duty  of  imparting  knowl- 
edge, and  of  keeping  jfresh  in  the  memory  the  act 
of  the  generous  donor. 

The  action  of  the  Council,  by  which  all  the  funds 
of  the  institution  of  every  character  and  description 
are  placed  in  the  treasury  of  the  city,  is,  in  our 
opinion,  in  the  highest  degree  judicious. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  order  of 
the  Council  passed  December  14,  1866,  all  the 
funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  or  over  which 

♦  See  Note  B. 
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they  have  any  control,  have  been  deposited  with 
the  city  treasurer.  Under  this  arrangement  the 
money  belonging  to  the  "  Geobge  Howland  Jb. 
Fund,"  sixteen  hundred  dollars,  and  that  belonging 
to  the  "  Chakles  W.  Mokgak  Fund,"  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  have  been  placed  in  his  hands  and 
entered  upon  the  books  of  the  treasurer  by  then* 
respective  designations.  Twice  a  year,  upon  the 
first  days  of  January  and  July,  there  is  to  be  passed 
to  the  credit  of  the  "  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,"  the  interest,  at  the  highest  legal  rate, 
upon  these  united  amounts. 

There  has  also  been  paid  mto  the  treasury,  the 
fiirther  sum  of  three  hundi'ed  and  fifty  eight  dollars 
and  sixty-seven  cents,  as  follows: 

The  amount  unexpended  o*f  the  George 
Howland  Jr.  fund,  147.87 

The  unexpended  balance  of  the  Horticultur- 
al Society  fund,  110.80 

The  amount  of  the  Charles  Congdon  fund,     100.00 


$358.67 


This  amount  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
"  Tioistees"  upon  the  treasurer's  books.  Its  expen- 
diture and  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  drawing  it 
from  the  treasury,  as  well  as  the  increase  from  the 
permanent  funds  above  named,  are  regulated  and 
controlled  by  number  four  and  number  six  of  the 
orders  of  the  Council  previously  named.  In  ac- 
cordance with  a  provision  of  the  first  named,  the 
Trustees  have  decided  that  the  money  thus  placed 
to  their  credit  shall  be  drawn  by  the  order  of  the 
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Mayor,  acting  as  President  of  the  board,  counter- 
signed by  the  Clerk,  and  then,  only  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  a  vote  by  which  the  order  shall  be  author- 
ized. Measures  have  already  been  taken  to  comply 
with  that  part  of  the  directions  of  the  Council 
which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  to  keep  a 
detailed  account  of  all  their  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures under  the  operation  of  these  orders. 

We  have  been  gratified  and  encouraged,  in  lay- 
ing before  you  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  ben- 
efactions which  have  been  bestowed  upon  the  City 
in  aid  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  high  position  the  institution  holds  in  the 
minds  of  our  inhabitants,  is  indicated  by  the  facts 
of  the  brief  history  we  have  recited.  Its  true  posi- 
tion, as  a  source  of  innocent  recreation;  as  the  com- 
plement of  our  common  school  system  m  the  work 
of  education ;  as  a  fountain  from  whence  are  con- 
stantly flowing  the  streams  of  knowledge  which 
give  directness,  energy  and  skill  to  those  who  are 
engaged  in  the  various  pursuits  of  life;  as  an  in- 
strumentality by  whose  aid  the  capacity  is  enlarged 
and  the  taste  refined,  and  by  which  are  supplied  the 
means  for  the  gratification  of  the  intellect  and  the 
taste  thus  enlarged  and  elevated;  is  now  under- 
stood and  appreciated.  The  people,  by  whom  and 
for  whom  it  was  established,  have  ever  regarded  it 
with  a  deep  mterest;  and  that  interest  has  con- 
stantly increased,  as  experience  has  demonstrated 
its  capacity  for  usefulness,  and  we  have  seen  how 
strong  a  hold  it  has  taken  upon  the  minds  of  those 
who,  when  they  have  felt  anxious  of  so  disposing 
of  theu'  abimdanee  that  their  fellow-men  might  be 
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blessed  by  the  distribution,  have  looked  upon  the 
Free  Public  Library  as  an  agency  by  which  they 
could  be  sure  to  carry  into  effect  the  designs  of 
their  enlightened  benevolence.  "There  is  that 
scattereth  and  yet  increaseth :  and  there  is  that  with- 
holdeth  more  than  is  meet,  but  it  tendeth  to  poverty." 

It  is  right  that  wealth  should  flow  into  the  coffers 
of  the  prudent,  the  industrious,  the  enterprising 
and  the  gifted,  but  those  who  are  "blessed  in 
basket  and,  in  store"  should  never  forget  that  every 
dollar  they  scatter  abroad  for  the  assistance  and 
exaltation  of  their  fellow  creatures  imparts  a  con- 
secration to  their  possessions  which  adds  to  their 
value- a  hundred  fold. 

The  Trustees  of  the  public  library  have  ever 
claimed  for  it  the  right  to  be  considered  a  great 
educational  and  reformatory  institution.  This  po- 
sition was  claimed  for  it  by  those  who  presented  to 
the  council  of  the  city  its  first  aimual  report;  it  has 
been  sustained,  in  some  form,  to  a  greater  or  lesser 
extent,  by  every  communication  subsequently  issued 
from  its  managers;  and  we  can  assure  those  from 
whom  we  received  the  important  trust  that  we  are 
now  about  to  resign,  that  although  we  may  but  feebly 
set  forth  what  has  been  by  our  predecessors  so 
earnestly  and  forcibly  presented,  we  will  not  yield 
to  any  of  those  who  have  for  the  thirteen  years  which 
preceded  that  of  our  official  connection  with  the  li- 
brary held  the  places  we  now  occupy,  in  our  con- 
victions of  its  usefulness  or  our  heart-felt  desires 
for  its  continued  enlargement  and  prosperity. 

The  continued  high  price  of  books,  particidarly 
of  such  as  are  now  wanted  to  fill  the  many  spaces 
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still  vacant  in  our  collections  of  the  standard  works 
in  English  literature,  has  not  allowed  us  to  extend 
our  purchases  much  beyond  the  current  issues  of 
the  press.  To  pay  the  salaries  of  our  officers,  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  wanning  and  lighting,  to  pay 
for  our  long  list  of  periodicals,  and  keep  in  repair 
the  books  which  under  constant  use  so  rapidly  de- 
teriorate, absorb  a  large  part  of  the  amoimt  to  which 
the  appropriation  for  the  library,  has  been  limited* 
We  ask  not  for  more,  for  more  cannot  legally  be 
allowed;  and  the  people  must,  for  the  present,  be 
content  to  see  their  favorite  institution  fully  sus- 
tained in  its  high  position,  patiently  and  hopefully 
looking  forward  to  the  time  when  a  fall  of  prices 
and  an  increase  of  means  will  enable  its  managers 
to  give  it  an  impetus  that  shall  not  cease  until,  in 
its  career  of  substantial  increase  and  enlargement,  it 
shall  reach  a  position  high  among  the  highest  of  the 
depositories  of  knowledge  found  in  our  country. 
Respectfully  submitted. 


George  Howland,  Jr., 
Warren  Ladd, 
Andrew  G.  Pierce, 
James  B.  Congdon, 
Charles  H.  Peirce, 
John  P.  Barker, 

New  Bedford,  Dec.  30, 1865. 
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NOTE  A. 

Since  the  report  was  written,  the  Hon.  James  Arnold  has  presented  to 
the  library,  Andubon's  magnificent  work  on  the  Birds  of  America.  This 
work,  so  rich  and  so  rare,  the  most  elaborate  and  perfect  contribution 
ever  made  to  Natural  History,  is  an  acquisition  to  the  treasures  of  the 
I>eople*s  library,  of  which  they  may  properly  be  proud.  Such  is  Its 
rarity  and  beauty,  that  the  possession,  of  itself,  may  be  regarded  as 
giving  a  character  and  standing  to  the  institution  in  which  it  is  found. 
While  the  people  of  New  Bedford  will  rejoice  in  this  valuable  addition 
to  their  library,  they  will  gratefully  remember  that  this  act  is  but  the 
continuation  of  a  course  of  generosity  and  beneficence  which  has  for  a 
long  series  of  years  blessed  th^  community  in  which  he  resides. 


NOTE    B. 

Should  this  munificent  testamentary  provision  for  educational  pur- 
poses in  New  Bedford  result  in  a  disappointment,  it  would  appear  as  if 
there  must  be  a  fatality  attending  every  effort  to  consummate  so  noble 
a  work.  Less  than  ten  years  ago,  one  of  the  speakers  on  the  occasion 
of  the  laying  the  comer-stone  of  our  library  building,  congratulated  our 
people  upon  the  probability  that  a  Sohool  fob  Younq  Females,  to  be 
established  and  maintained  by  a  legacy  ftom  an  eminent  merchant  then 
recently  deceased,  would  shortly  be  opened  in  our  city.  The  expecta- 
tion, hardly,  perhaps,  justified  by  the  terms  of  the  testament,  under  the 
operation  of  circumstances  which  allow  of  the  expression  of  no  feelings 
but  those  of  regret,  was  doomed  to  disappointment.  But  George 
HowLAND  had  allowed  us  to  hope,  by  the  conditions  named  in  his  will, 
that  in  some  time  in  the  then  future,  his  devotion  of  one  hundred  tJiou- 
sand  dollars  to  the  cause  of  education  would  be  expended  for  our  benefit. 
Sylvia  Ann  Howland  unconditionally  and  unquestionably  set  apart 
the  same  noble  sum  to  the  same  noble  object.  In  the  first  instance,  the 
alternative  provision  of  the  testament  was  settled  in  fiivor  of  another 
community.    In  the  other,  if  the  gracious  designs  of  our  benefactress 
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shall  be  Ihistrated,  it  will  be  because  the  technicalities  of  law  shaU  tri- 
umph over  the  unmistakable  intention  and  the  incontrovertible  right  of 
this  noble  lady  to  bless  the  community  in  the  midst  of  which  she  was 
bom,  the  place  which  had  always  been  her  home  and  which,  for  many 
generations,  had  been  the  home  of  her  ancestors,  with  a  portion  of  that 
wealth,  so  large  a  part  of  which  had  been  here  accumulated. 

There  is  in  reserve  for  us  firom  another  source,  a  fhnd  which  liajs  been 
consecrated  by  the  noble  dead  to  the  same  sacred  object.  Long  may  it 
be  before  it  shall  be  possible  for  an  application  to  be  made  of  it  for  the 
purpose  to  which  it  is  ultimately  to  be  devoted.  ''  But  when  the  time 
shall  come  that  comes  alike  to  all— late  and  long  may  it  be  ere  it  shall 
come"  to  the  noble  gentlewoman  who  now  makes  her  beautiful  life  and 
her  ample  means  a  blessing  to  the  community— when  her  administra- 
tion of  the  ftind  devoted  by  William  W.  Swain  to  the  cause  of  educa-  . 
tion  shall  have  terminated,  may  we  not  hope  that  the  community  for 
whose  benefit  it  was  set  apart  may  be  allowed  to  enter  into  a  peaceable 
and  profitable  possession  of  their  legacy? 
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In  Board  of  Aldbrmrn,  Jan.  24th,  1867. 
Beceived  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  Bent  down  for 
concairence.  • 

HENRY  T.  LEONARD,  Clerk. 


Concnned. 


In  Common  Cooncil,  Jan.  24, 1867. 
WM.  A.  CHURCH,  Clerk. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, ' 

yOR    TUBS    YKAJa    1867. 


TRUSTEES. 

His  Honor,  JOHN  H.  PERRY,  Mayor  of  the  City. 

ANDREW  G.  FIERCE,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common  Coancill 

GEORGE  F.  KINGMAN,  Esq.,  Churman  of  di&  Jtnat  Stianding  Cotii^ 

miltee  on  Public  Instruction. 
HON.  GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jr.,    ) 
JAMSS  B.  CONGDON)  Esq.,  [  at  large. 

JOHN  P.  BARKER,  Esq.,  ) 

ooi^JVCixxsBls:. 

ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

JOHN  H  PERRY,  GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jr., 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON. 

BUILDING. 

ANDREW  G.  PIERCE,  JOHN  P.  BARKER^ 

GEORGE  F.  KINGMAN. 

ACCOUNTS. 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  JOHN  P.  BARKER, 

GEORGE  F.  KINGMAN. 

CLERK  or  THE  BOARD. 

JAMES   B.   CONGDON,.  \ 

\ 

LIBRARIAMt 

ROBERT  C.  INORAfiAMl 

ASSISTANT    LIBRARIAN, 

I  SOPHIA  E-  ALMY. 

i  JANITOR, 

JOHN  W.  WILLIAMS. 
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DONATIONS    FOR    THE    YEAR    1866. 


BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 


Donors. 


Akin,  Ebenezer, 

Almy,  Charles, 

American  Antiquarian  Societj, 

American  Philosophical  Society, 

Bache,  A.  D.,  Supt  U.  S.  Coast  Survey, 

Baldwin,  J.  D.,  M.  C. 

Barney,  Edwin  L., 

Bartlett,  J.  R., 

Boltwood,  Lucius  M., 

Boston  Citjr  Library, 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  Hutoiy, 

Brown,  Francis  H., 

Brownell,  T.  Frank, 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Charlestown  Public  Library, 

Coffin,  William  C, 

Congdon,  James  B., 

Cooper  Union,  N.  Y.  City, 

Detroit  Youns  Men's  Society, 

Dexter,  Franklin  B., 

Dunbar,  George  H., 

Eliot  Thomas  D., 

Fall  River  Public  Library, 

Fessenden,  C.  B.  H., 

Fitchburg  Town  Library, 

Goodwin,  William  F., 

Grinnell,  Joseph, 

Harvard  College, 

Hill,  Thomas, 

Howland,  George,  Jr., 

Howland,  Weston, 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 

Lowell  City  Library, 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Boston, 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York, 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 

Peabody  Institute,  South  Danvers,  MasB., 

Pierce,  Maria  A., 

Providence  Athenaeum, 

Quint,  Alonzo  H., 

Raymond,  Eben  P., 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute, 

Rhees,  W.  T., 

Sanford,  T.  E., 

Schouler,  William, 


Volumes.        PampUeta. 
Bound.    Unbound. 


33 

1 

28 


38 
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DONATIONS    FOR    THE    TEAR    1866. 

(COMTINUBD.) 

Donon.  Volames.        Pamphlets. 

Bound.    Unboand. 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northamptoui  1 

State  of  Maflsachuaetts,  8 

Stowe,  Timotby,  5 

Sumner,  Charies,  1                               8 

Taunton  Public  Library,  1 

United  States,  Department  of  tbe  Interior,  85 

Webb,  Daniel  K,  S 

Willey,  Henry,  7 

Wilson,  Henry  T.,  S 

Worcester  Public  Library,  1 

Worth,  Benjamin,  1 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffalo,  1 

Yonng  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association,  Cindnliatli  1 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Arnold,  James — Audubon's  Birds  of  America. 

Plates,  4  Yols.  folio.    Text,  5  yoIs.  8vo. 

Walton's  Polyglot  Bible,  London,  1767,  6  yoIs.  folia 
Robeson,  Andrew — Audubon's  Quadrupeds  of  America. 

Plates,  3  vols,  folia    Text,  8  yoIs.  8va 
Greene,  Thomas  A , — Anti-Slavery  Standard,  1865. 
Totten,  B.  T.,  U.  S.  Navy— Whitworth  Shell  from  Morris  Uand,  near  Charier 
town,  S.  C. 
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EEPORT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen^  and  Qmmon  Councit  of  the 
City  of  Ntw  Bedford  t 

Gentlbmbn  :  -^  In  accordance  with  the  ^'  Ordinance  fot 
the  establishment  and  government  of  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary/^ which  provides^  that  the  '*  Trustees  shall  annually  lay 
before  the  City  Council,  a  detailed  report  of  their  doings  and 
of  the  condition  of  the  Library/'  the  Trustees  for  the  year 
1866,  beg  leave,  respectfully^  to  place  before  you  the  Fif-* 
TBBNTH  Annual  K&port  of  the  government  of  the  Instita** 
tion. 

The  librarian  hasj  as  heretofore,  kept  a  record  of  the 
delivery  of  books  from  the  Library,  and  by  that  it  appeara 
that  thiriyfive  thousand^  four  hundred  and  five  volumes  have 
been  taken  out  during  the  year.  This  is  the  largest  number 
ever  delivered  in  one  year.  The  daily  average  of  deliveries 
has  been  one  handred  and  twelve.  The  issue  of  cards  has 
reached  teven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty4wo.  The 
increase  during  the  yecur  has  been  four  hundred  a/ad  ninety^ 
four.  These  statistics  afford  conclusive  evidence  that  the 
public  interest  in  the  Library  of  the  People  has  been  ful)y 
sustained  during  the  year. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  place  before  you  a  transcript  of  our 
Recojrd  of  Donations*  While  the  number  has  not  lessenedi 
the  value  has  exceeded  that  of  any  former  year.  From  the 
National  Government  we  have  continued  to  receive  the  vaU 
oable  documents  which  are  published  by  order  of  Congress. 
They  are  sent  to  us  through  the  Department  of  the  Interiori 
and  during  the  psesent  year,  thiriy^ve  volumes  have  been 
teeeived. 
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«  The  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot  has  again  placed  ns  under 
great  obligations  for  a  large  number  of  valuable  voluraeB* 
Our  records  and  reports  abound  with  the  evidences  of  this 
gentleman's  constant  and  long  continued  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  Library. 

From  the  State  Government^  through  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  we  have  received  eight  volumes  of  Legisla'^ 
live  Documents,  handsomely  and  substantially  bound. 

Twenty-eight  volumes  of  valuable  books  have  been  added 
to  our  collection  through  the  liberality  of  the  Hon.  Joseph 
Grinnell,  and  we  embrace  this  opportunity  again  to  thank 
him  for  his  most  acceptable  donations. 

In  a  note  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  1865, 
mention  is  made  of  a  donation  from  the  Hon.  James  Arnold, 
of  ^'  Audubon's  Birds  of  America."  In  speaking  of  this 
munificent  gift,  we  would  adopt  the  language  of  the  note. 
*^  This  work,  so  rich  and  so  rare,  the  most  elaborate  and  per* 
feet  contribution  to  Natural  History  ever  made,  is  an  acqui-^ 
sition  to  the  treasures  of  the  people's  library,  of  which  they 
may,  without  impropriety,  be  proud.  Such  is  its  rarity  and 
beauty,  that  the  possession,  of  itself,  may  be  regarded  as 
giving  a  character  and  standing  to  the  institution  in  which 
it  is  found.  While  the  people  of  New  Bedford  will  rejoice 
in  this  valuable  addition  to  their  library,  they  will  gratefully 
remember  that  this  act  is  but  the  continuance  of  a  course  of 
generosity  and  beneficence  which  has  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  blessed  the  community  in  which  the  donor  resides." 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  and  entered  upon 
the  records  of  the  Trustees,  February  2d,  1866 : 

Sesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Kew  Bedford  Free 
Public  Library  are  due,  and  are  hereby  given,  to  the  Hon.  Jambs  Ar- 
HOLD,  for  his  munificent  donation  to  the  institution,  of  '*  Audubon's  Birds  of 
America." 

Eetoivedj  That  the  pleasure  we  feel  and  the  gratitude  we  would  herebj 
express,  «pon  the  acquintion  of  this  noblest  of  idl  contributions  to  Natand 
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History,  are  dae,  not  solely  to  the  fact  that  our  collections  deriTe  from  it  a 
great  increase  of  yalne  and  interest,  but  also,  because  the  donation  convejrs 
to  us  the  evidence,  that  the  best  and  most  enlightened  minds  among  us  are 
intent  upon  sustaining  and  fostering  the  Library  of  the  People. 

Eesoloed,  That  the  President  cause  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  he  trans- 
knitted  to  Mr.  Arnold. 

Voted,  Ihat  the  Mayor  be  respectfully  requested  to  communicate  to  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council,  the  fact  of  the  receipt,  by  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Donation  from  Mr.  Amdd,  and  copies  of  the  resolutioiis  which 
the  Board  have  adopted. 

To  Mr.  Arnold  we  are  also  indebted  for  another  work  of 
greac  rarity  and  valae,  "  Walton's  Polyglot  Bible,"  London, 
1657.     Six  volames. 

This  year,  the  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett,  Secretary  of  the 
State  of  Rhode.  Island,  has  completed  the  work  upon  which 
he  has  several  years  been  engaged>  the  ^<  Colonial  Records  of 
Rhode  Island." 

The  following  is  a  oopy  of  a  note  sent  our  librarian  by 
Mr.  Bartlett  with  the  last  volume. 

Stats  of  Rhode  Island,  ^ 

Secretary's  Office,        > 
Providence,  February  6, 1866.) 
Dear  Sitt :  —  I  send  jou,  by  express  to-day,  for  the  City  Library,  New 
Bedford,  the  Tenth  volume  of  the  Colonial  Records  of  Rhode  Island,  com- 
pleting the  work.    If  your  set  is  deficient  in  any  volume,  please  let  me  know 
and  it  shall  be  sent 

Yours  Respectfully, 

JOHN  R  BARTLETT,  Secretary. 

Former  reports  of  Trustees  of  the  Library  have  noticed, 
in  an  appropriate  manner,  the  enlightened  liberality  of  Mr. 
Bartlett,  in  sending  us,  from  time  to  time,  the  volumes  of  the 
work  which  is  now  completed.  Upon  the  reception  of  the 
last  volume,  the  Trustees  felt  called  upon,  in  a  more  formal 
manner,  to  express  the  deep  obligation  they  were  under  to 
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^hat  ^otleman.    Under  ^te  of  Mareh  3, 1866^  the  reooiidb 
V4)re  made  of  wbicb  we  gire  a  traitseript. 

^  In  view  of  the  interest  which  has  been  manifested  by  the 
Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett  in  the  prosperity  of  our  institutioui 
and  of  the  reception  of  the  valuable  work  which  has  reached 
vs  through  his  agency  and  kiadncssi  the  following  vote  was 


ViHed,  That  die  (banks  of  the  TFastees  of  the  New  Bedford  Vtm  VMie 

Library  be  given  to  the  Hon.  John  R  Bartlett,  for  tiie  interest  be  has  showa 

in  the  snccesB  of  onr  institationi  and  for  the  yaluable  addition  which  he  has 

vpiade  to  the  lihrsuy^  by  the  donation  of  the  ten  Tcdanes  ef  tbe  ^  BJiode 

Island  Colonial  Records." 

RaoUfed^  That  a  copy  of  this  record  be  transmitted  to  Mr.  Bartlett. 

It  was  as  singular  as  it  was  gratifying,  tbat  a  few  months 
'after  we  had  received  the  **  Birds  of  America**  from  Mr. 
Arnoldi  the  ^  Quadrupeds  of  America/'  tiie  other  great 
work  of  Audubon,  should  be  presented  to  us* 

In  November  we  received  from  Andrew  Robeson,  Esq.,  a 
letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Boston,  8d  Nov.,  1866. 

Sm: — I  haye  sent  you,  by  express  to-day,  a  box  containing  a  copy  of 

«<  Andubon's  Quadrupeds  of  America,"  which  you  will  please  deposit  in  the 

Public  Library  as  the  gifl  of  my  father,  the  late  Andrew  Bobesoui  of  New 

Bedford.    It  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  comply  eadier,  with  instruQtiow 

long  ago  received. 

Tours,  Very  Bisspectfidly, 

ANDREW  BOBESON,  Ex'r. 

At  a  Trustees'  meeting,  beld  November  16th,  the  receipt 
of  the  work  having  been  stated,  the  following  resolutions 
were  passed : 

Begolvedf  That  it  has  giyen  us  great  pleasure  to  add  to  our  coUectiQn  this 
splendid  work  of  the  great  naturalist,  Audubon,  and  that  it  affords  us  pecu** 
liar  satisfaction  to  have  receiyed  it  as  the  bequest  of  a  gentleman  so  long  a 
iwdent  in  our  city,  so  widely  known  and  so  nniversally  reppeoted^ 
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Bemhed^  Theft  a  ciopy  of  flie  Ibregoiilg  rctooktion  be  commmiicated  ^ 
Andrew  Bobeson,  Bm}.,  through  whom  the  woifk  was  receireil,  and  Ihatlie 
be  tendered  tdie  thanks  of  the  Board  for  his  kind  ^tteoiioii  to  his  faiher^ 
wishes. 

Among  the  interesting  and  gratifying  incidents  of  the 
year,  has  been  the  reception,  through  the  Hon.  George  How- 
land)  Jr.,  ex- Mayor  of  the  city,  of  a  communication  from  the 
City  Authorities  of  Dartmouth,  County  of  Devon,  England, 
in  reply  to  an  address  which  had  been  sent  them  by  the 
meeting  held  in  New  Bedford  in  September,  13(>4,  to  cele- 
brate the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  incorporation 
of  the  old  town  of  Dartmouth. 

As  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  that  celebration 
are -regarded  with  interest  by  this  community,  we  have 
thought  that  we  might  with  propriety  include  in  this  report 
a  notice,  somewhat  in  detail,  of  this  greeting  from  our  trans- 
atlantic friends.  In  the  Appendix*  will  be  found  at  length 
the  Address  and  the  Reply,  and  the  documents  connected 
with  them. 

The  reply  is  emblazoned  on  parchment  in  the  brilliant 
style  in  which  important  papers  were  written  in  mediaeval 
times*  The  body  of  the  document  is  in  the  anoient  Secre- 
tary hand,  and  the  heading,  important  word^,  principal  ini- 
tials and  border  are  beautifully  illuminated  in  gold  and  rich 
colors.  A  more  beautiful  manuscript  does  not,  probably, 
exist  in  this  country.  Great  labor  must  have  been  expended 
upon  it 

The  seal,  which  is  the  most  prominent  part  of  the  docu- 
n^ent,  is  elaborated  with  great  care  and  success.  In  the 
address,  allusion  is  made  to  the  Historical  fact,  that  the  fleet 
of  Richard,  Coeur  de  Lion,  assembled  in  the  harbor  of 
Dartmouth,  as  it  v*as  preparing  to  transport  to  the  East  the 
troops  the  King  had  gathered  for  his  crusade.  As  the  seal 
evidently  commemorates  that  event,  it  is  probable  that  at 
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that  time  the  franchise  was  bestowed  np^n  the  Boroagh. 
The  lower  part  of  the  Seal  is  occupied  by  an  ancient  galley, 
floating  upon  the  water,  above  which  is  a  half-length  por- 
trait of  Richard  supported  by  lions.  The  Star  of  Christian* 
ity  shines  over  one,  and  the  Crescent  of  Mahonietanism  sur* 
mounts  the  other. 

The  Address  of  the  City  Hall  meeting  was  beautifully 
engrossed  by  Mr.  George  B.  Hathaway^  of  this  city.  It  was 
a  plain  democratic  document,  with  none  of  that  emblazonry 
that  is  so  attractive  in  the  Reply.  Both  have  been  most 
successfully  photographed  by  the  Messrs.  Bierstadts,  and 
copies  sent  to  each  of  the  municipalites  represented  at  the 
celebration.  A  frame  of  Dartmouth  Oak  is  being  carved 
for  the  Reply,  and  when  it  shall  be  thus  surrounded  and  pro* 
tected,  it  will  form  one  of  the  most  attractive  objects  in  our 
Library. 

The  model  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument  has 
been  placed  by  the  Joint  Special  Committee  of  the  Council 
in  our  keeping.  It  has  been  carefully  renovated  and  will  be 
placed,  under  a  glass  case,  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  the 
Library  Room.  The  Monument,  rising  in  simple  grandeur 
in  the  centre  of  our  beautiful;  Common,'  gives  .forth  to  all 
who  gaze  upon  its  significant  and  harmonious  proportions 
and  decorations,  a  vivid  and  faithful  utterance  of  a  patriot- 
ism  faithful  unto  death.  But  the  names  of  the  faithful  are 
not  there  —  could  not  have  been  placed  there.  Can  we  not 
supply  this  want,  by  a  printed  and  ornamented  In  Memo- 
rianiy  which  shall  give,  not  only  the  names  of  those  who  died 
for  their  country,  but  a  brief  narrative  of  such  events  con- 
nected with  **  New  Bedford  in  the  War  '*  as  we  should  wish 
to  have  preserved  for  transmission  to  the  generations  which 
are  to  come  after  us  ? 

In  our  last  report,  we  laid  before  you  a  statement  of  the 
amount  there  is  in  the  Treasury  of  the  city  to  the  credit  of 
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the  "  Trastees  of  the  Free  Public  Library ,*'  independent  of 
the  city  appropriation. 

The  amount  at  that  time  was,  $358.67 

Income  added  daring  the  year,  1U7.85 

Balance  and  income,  $526.02 

Expended  daring  the  year,  138.70 

Balance  unexpended,  $387.32 

Balances  of  the  several  accounts : 

GeoTjre  Howland,  Jr.,  Fund  (income),  $173.57 

Charles  W.  Morjran  Fund  (income),  64.35 

Horticultural  Society  Fund,  84.40 

Charles  Congdon  Fund,  75.00 

Total,  $387.82 

The  possession  of  this  income,  limited  as  it  is,  has  enabled 
the  trustees  to  supply  some  of  the  wants  of  an  institution 
such  as  ours,  without  devoting  any  part  of  the  City  appro- 
priation to  any  purpose  but  the  purchase  of  books  and  the 
necessary  expenses  for  attendance.  Occasionally  a  picture 
can  be  purchased  having  an  interest  for  all  who  visit  the 
library.  Photographs  of  interesting  documents  may  be  ob- 
tained, and  frames  and  mountings  for  maps  and  engravings* 
Books  of  a  costly  character  can  be  sometimes  purchased 
which  would  be  regarded  as  beyond  the  reach  of  our  means, 
had  we  nothing  but  our  regular  appropriation  to  depend 
upon. 

During  the  year  it  has  enabled  us  to  purchase  Marshal's 
valuable  portrait  of  President  Lincoln,  and  to  place  it  in  a 
frame  appropriate  to  a  picture  so  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  Photographs  have  been  taken  and  framed  of  the 
"Address"  and  the  "Reply"  of  which  we  have  given  a  detail- 
ed account  in  another  part  of  this  report. 
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Ha^ng  this  small  income  at  their  disposal,  the  traatees 
felt  at  liberty  on  the  15th  of  December,  inatant,  to  place  upoi^ 
their  records  the  following  entry. 

^4t  was  represented  to  the  Board,  that  an  opportunity  now 
existed  for  obtaining  an  artist  proof  copy  of  the  engraving 
by  James  Smilie,  of  Bierstadt's  celebrated  painting  of  the 
"Rocky  Mountains;"  and  a  copy  of  the  Cbromo-Lithograpb 
q{  Bradford's  picture  of  "Sealers  Crushed  by  Icebergs,"  re- 
cently exhibited  in  this  city  and  so  universally  admired;  the 
trustees  believing  that  our  Public  Library  should  con^in 
these  re-productions  of  two  of  the  most  celebrated  pictures 
by  men  who  for  several  years  were  residents  of  our  City,  and' 
whose  reputation  is  a  cause  of  just  pride  to  our  inhabitants : 
do 

Order,  that  subscriptions  be  made,  on  behalf,  of  the  Trus- 
tees, for  an  artist  proof  copy  of  the  engraving  of  Bierstadt's 
picture  of  the  "Rocky Mountains;"  and  for  a  copy  of  the 
chromo-lithograph  of  Bradford's  picture  of  the  "  Sealera 
Crushed  by  Icebergs." 

Such  productions  as  these  are  not  only  interesting  and  at- 
tractive as  works  of  art — as  gratifying  and  training  that  love 
of  the  beautiful  which  claims  an  elevated  rank  among  the 
attributes  of  our  humanity — ^but  they  fulfil  a  higher  purpose. 
The  pleasure  which  they  confer,  and  the  influence  they  exert^ 
are  not  limited  to  the  few  who  have  been  educated  into  a 
delicate  perception  of  the  hidden  "glories  of  art."  They 
r^each,  to  impart  both  pleasure  and  profit,  the  minds  of  the 
masses.  They  educate,  they  elevate,  expand;  refine  and  puri- 
fy;  thus  aiding  in  the  work  of  preparing  man  for  the  pleas- 
ures and  duties  and  trials  of  life.  A  good  picture  is  a  poem  i 
a  great  picture  is  a  great  poem ;  and  Bierstadt  and  Tenny- 
son are  both,  after  the  fashion  appointed  of  their  Creator,, 
engaged  in  the  great  work  of  elevating  the  ignorant  and  the. 
erring  into  the  higher  plane  of  intelligence  and  virtue. 
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TInb^^  Sobaol  Ship  MasseHnssettB  has  been,  by  the  ShiCe 
Anihorittes,  placed  in  the  vMtlem  of  the  Acnsbnet  Regard- 
ilig  all  on  boatd  of  Her  aa  resldente  of  our  City,  We  haTe  itt«^ 
fiaraMed  her  offieers  that  our  library  id  opened  totheni,  as  to 
tf»  other  iohabitMta  of  New  Bedford^;  and  h«tve  extended* 
fta  tisa,  wodkt  proper  restrietiotts^  to  such  of  the  boys  of  the 
ackool^  aa  it  is  thought  may  be  benefited  by  the  perusal  at 
our  booka  They  have,  however,  a  good  library  of  their  own  ,■ 
which,  throiifli  the  benevolent  agency  of  a  smalt  band  of 
Nbw  Bedford  yonng  ladiesj  will  soon  be  largely  increased. 
The  interest  manifested  by  the  people  of  oar  City  in  ibir 
flobto  dtatii  Charily  i«  highly  creditable  to  them,  and  wilf, 
we  doubt  notf  exert  a  happy  influence  upon  those  whoa^ 
Wellftee  it  was  inertittated  to  promote.  How  extensively  and* 
fiwily  has  the  conviction  fastened  itself  upon  the  community^ 
Ulal  the  lijibmiy  ia  an  arvailing  instmmentality,  not  only  ot 
hitetleetual  elevation  and  eoligbtenment,  but  of  nfioral  reno- 
Mtton  and  refDrm. 

The  continued  high  price  of  boolts  has  restriicted  our  pur-' 
Obases  folF  this  year,  as  for  several  yfears  past,  afraost  exdu^^ 
dvely  te^  the  new  publications  of  the  American  press.  We 
•hould  like  to  do  more,  for  our  library  ia  yet  greatly  deficient/ 
in  the  standard  woAs  of  literature  and  science,  in  our  Ian- 
(^age  i  but  we  are  content  for  the  present  to  do  this,  hoping^ 
tkatitwill  not  be  long  before  a  r^uctiOd  in  the  price  of 
Ikooke^  or  an  increase  of  means,  will  put  it  in  our  power  to  fill* 
tip  the  many  vacant  places  in  our  catalogue.  But  we  would 
iM^  respectfally  ask  that  a  small  addition  may  be  made  to 
the  anaaai  appropriation^  to  enable  us  to  bind  up  our  period^ 
iMl  literattircf  and  rebind  a  largfe  number  of  volumes  wHicIr 
Kfive  b«^come  teo  much  worn  for  use.  The  splendid  work  be- 
qtsteathed  to^  ua  by  Mr.  Robeson  being  in  sheets,  must  be 
btfutid  to  be  available,  and  the  binding  will  be  expensive. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  limitation  was 
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removed,  which  restricted  towns  and  cities  as  to  the  amount 
to  be  annually  appropriated  for  the  support  of  municipal 
libraries.  In  view  therefore  of  the  fact,  that  the  sum  of  about 
five  hundred  dollars  is  immediately  wanted  to  prevent  deteri- 
oration and  render  a  portion  of  our  library  available,  we 
would  respectfully  ask  you  to  allow  that  amount  to  be  added 
to  the  sum  which  has  been  for  several  years,  annually  appro- 
priated, and  that  for  the  present  year  the  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars  be  voted  to  the  Free  Public  Library. 

It  is  ten  years  since  the  publication  of  our  catalogue.  In 
the  mean  time  the  number  of  our  books  has  been  about 
doubled,  being  now  in  excess  of  twenty  thousand  volumes. 
A  complete  catalogue  of  the  books  of  the  library,  not  includ- 
ed in  that  first  published,  is  now  nearly  ready  for  the  press  ; 
and  we  are  only  waiting  for  the  means,  to  give  it  to  the  prin- 
ter. The  work  has  been  prepared  by  our  Librarian  at  great 
expenditure  of  time  and  labor,  with  an  accuracy  and  com- 
prehensiveness which  leave  us  in  these  respects  nothing  to 
desire»  and  we  are  anxious  that  it  should  be,  without  delay, 
put  into  a  condition  to  be  used  by  the  public.  It  is  very- 
much  needed  by  the  visitors  to  the  library  and  takers  of  the 
books,  and  for  want  of  it  tlie  usefulness  of  the  institution  ia 
seriously  impaired.  A  library  without  a  catalogue  is  like  a 
book  without  an  index.  The  contents  of  neither  can  be 
known  without  a  great  loss  of  time  and  labor.  The  saving 
of  both,  in  one  year,  by  the  officers  of  the  institution  and 
their  visitors,  would  be  equal  in  value  to  the  cost  of  printing 
the  work  so  much  needed.  A  small  sum,  only,  would  be  re- 
quired for  the  printing  and  binding.  The  work  of  prepara- 
tion, the  labor  of  years,  is  so  near  completion,  that  the  man- 
uscript could  at  once  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 
We  are  very  desirous  that  a  small  appropriation  for  this  ob- 
ject, so  important  to  the  interest  of  the  library,  should  be 
made,  that  before  many  months,  this  pressing  want  of  the 
institution  may  be  supplied. 
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In  conclusion,  the  Trastees  would  congratulate  the  City 
Council  upon  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  and  upon  the  elevated  position  which  it  occupies  in 
the  estimation  of  the  inhabitants.  Every  year  since  the 
liberal  and  enlightened  action  of  the  City  Government  gave 
it  an  existence,  its  strength  and  its  influence  have  increased, 
and  its  value  and  importance  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
grown  deeper  and  wider.  May  that  liberality  which  estab- 
lished and  has  hitherto  sustained  it,  and  that  devoted  and  en- 
lightened supervision,  which  has  fostered  its  growth  and  re- 
joiced in  its  prosperity,  be  unceasingly  and  increasingly  ex- 
tended, that  its  past,  bright  and  prosperous  as  it  has  been, 
may  be  eclipsed  by  a  brighter  and  more  prosperous  future. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


John  H.  Perry, 
George  Howland,  Jr., 
Andrew  *G.  Pierce, 
George  F.  Kingman, 
John  P.  Barker, 
James  B.  Congdon, 


>  Trustees. 


New  Bedford,  Dec.  31,  1866. 
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APPENDIX. 


Al»DBB«S  OF  THE  MbBTINO   AT  CiTY  HaLL,  NbW  BeDFORD, 

September  24th,  1864,  for  the  Celebration  of  the  Two 
Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  Incorporation  of  thj^ 
Town  of  Dartmouth,  to  the  Oovernment  op  the  City 
OF  Dartmouth,  England. 


To  the  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen  of  ike  City  of  Dartmouth,   County 

of  Devon,  England : 

Gentlemen  :  —  On  this  day  of  our  solemn  iettiYify,  wl^  we  are  ateoni 
Ued  to  commeinorate  tke  incorporation,  two  hundred  years  ago,  of  the  town 
called  by  a  name  which  yonr  historic  city  has  home  finr  nearly  a  thoosand. 
We,  the  people  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  and  of  the  towns  of  Dartmouth, 
Westport,  Fairhaven  and  Acushnet,  mnnidpaSities  into  wiudi  the  territory 
of  the  mother  town  has  been  s^arated,  would  to  you,  and  through  you  to 
the  inhabitants  you  represent,  send  a  greetmg  of  remembranoe  and  regaxd. 

Forcibly  and  pleasantly  have  we  at  this  time  been  reminded  of  the  many 
interesting  cireumstances  which  connect  your  ancient  borough  with  the  town 
whose  corporate  birth-day  we  now  commemorate.  We  call  to  mind  the  fiet^ 
that  it  was  from  Dartmouth,  and  in  a  Dartmouth  ship,  bearing  a  name  rign^ 
cant  of  that  feeling  of  Concord  which  will,  we  trust,  foreTorcharaoterise  the 
intercourse  between  the  two  nations  to  which  we  respectiyely  belong,  that 
Bartholomew  Gosnold  in  1602  put  forth  upon  his  Toyage  to  America,  landed 
upon  our  shores,  and  upon  an  is||md  often  caUed  by  his  name,  in  si^ 
fitMtt  tiie  spot  upon  which  we  are  now  assembled,  erected  the  first  white 
man's  dwelling  upon  the  soil  of  New  England. 

Deeper  still  have  been  our  recollective  associatioDs  as  we  have  remember^ 
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ed,  that  it  was  in  jour  noble  harbor,  and  in  the  nobler  hearts  and  homes  of  the 
then  inhabitants  of  your  city,  that  our  Pilgrim  Fathers  found  a  shelter,  when 
the  perils  of  the  storm  drove  them  from  their  course  across  the  ocean  to 
found  an  empire  in  the  New  World.  It  was  the  memory  of  that  providential 
preservation,  and  of  the  hospitality  extended  to  them  in  that  hour  of  despon- 
dency and  weakness,  that  prompted  them,  when  they  went  forth  Irom  Ply- 
mouth Rock  to  subdue  the  forest  and  extend  the  borders  of  their  Common- 
wealth, to  bestow  upon  this  portion  of  their  goodly  heritage  the  name  of  that 
city  by  the  Mouth  of  the  Dart,  from  which  they  had  taken  their  last  depar- 
ture iat  theur  new  home  amid  the  wilds  of  America. 

The  occasion  demanded  of  those  who  had  been  selected  to  address  us, 
a  brief  recital  of  that  conflict  which  led  to  the  political  separation  of  the 
United  States  of  America  from  the  land  our  people  have  ever  loved  to  call 
the  Mother  Ck>untry. 

And  while  we  have  been  moved  and  saddened  by  the  recital,  we  have  with 
deep  and  grateful  feelings  remembered  that  it  was  William  Legge,  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  Secretary  of  the  Colonies  under  Greorge  8d,  and  who  derived 
his  titie  from  your  ancient  city,  who  gave  tiie  force  of  his  character  and  com- 
manding talents  in  opposition  to  the  Grenville  Administration,  for  conciliation 
and  peace.  For  the  memory  of  this  friend  of  Franklin,  the  friend  of  justice, 
the  friend  of  peace,  this  high-minded  christian  gentleman  and  Peer  of  Eng- 
land, we  shall  ever  cherish  the  sentiments  of  profound  respect. 

Such  are  some  of  the  links  of  that  golden  chain  of  association  which  at  this 
moDMnt  stretches  across  the  ocean,  and  binds  together  the  city  whose  noble 
harbor  sheltered  the  crusading  fleet  of  the  Lion  Hearted  Richard  with  the 
family  of  communities  which  are  resting  near  the  waters  of  Grosnold's  Hope. 
We  would  add,  as  a  circumstance  calculated  to  strengthen  the  force  of  the  his- 
torie  reminiscences  to  which  we  have  alluded,  that  we,  too,  are  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, a  family  of  fishermen.  At  a  period  not  remote,  a  whaling  fleet  of  near- 
ly four  hundred  ships  belonging  to  the  conmiunities  we  represent,  manned  by 
more  than  ten  thousand  seamen,  was  afloat  upon  the  ocean. 

We  would  assure  you,  gentiemen,  in  sending  you  this  greeting,  which  finds 
its  justification  in,  and  depends  for  its  interest  upon,  the  incidents  and  cir- 
cumstances we  have  recited,  we  have  a  purpose  deeper  than  the  eztension  of 
a  compliment^  or  the  indulgence  of  pleasant  and  interesting  associations. 
We  wish  not  to  withold  the  expression  of  the  fact,  that  in  the  civil  strife 
which  is  now  raging  in  our  land,  its  loyal  people  would  fain  have  extended  to 
them  that  moral  encouragement  and  support  that  attends  upon  the  fiivorable 
testimony  of  enlightened  Englishmen.  They  feel  that  they  are  doing  battle 
for  principlee  which  they  have  derived  firom  their  Saxon  ancestry,  and  whick 
are  dear  to  the  heart  of  every  Briton. 
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Allow  us,  therefore,  to  express  the  hope,  that  the  reception  of  our  earnest 
and  affectionate  greeting  will  give  such  a  direction  to  your  feelings  and  lead 
to  such  an  examination  of  the  questions  at  issue  between  us  and  our  infiitua- 
ted  Southern  fellow-countrymen,  as  shall  result  in  your  giving  the  weight  of 
your  enlightened  minds,  and  the  testimony  of  your  Christian  character,  to  the 
cause  of  universal  freedom.  We  address  you  amidst  the  smoke  and  the  roar 
of  the  conflict;  but  we  hope  and  believe  that  the  end  is  near  —  and  when 
peace  shall  be  restored,  and  the  flag  of  our  country  shall  again  wave  over  an 
undivided  soil  and  a  united  people,  we  feel  assured  that  such  wfll  then  be  our 
condition,  that  closer  than  it  has  ever  been  before,  will  be  the  umon  between 
«s  and  our  Mother  Country. 

Doled  at  the  City  HdU  m  the  City  of  New  Bedford^  this  fimrteemh  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  upon  the 
two  hundredth  anmvtrsary  ef  the  incorporation  of  the  Town  of  Dartme^Uh, 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  City  and  of  the  towns  of  Dart- 
snouthy  Westport,  Fairhaoen  and  Acushnet. 

MAYOR  AND  ALDERMEN  OF  NEW  BEDFORD. 

GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jr.,  Mayor. 
WARREN  LADD, 
JOHN  P.  BARKER, 
GEORGE  G.  GIFFORD, 
MATTHEW  HOWLAND, 
AMBROSE  VINCENT, 
JOHN  H.  PERRY. 

HENRY  T.  LEONARD,  City  Clei^. 


COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  NEW  BEDFORD. 

BENRY  J.  TAYLOR,  President  HENRY  fflLLMAN, 

WILLIAM  BOSWORTH,  GEORGE  F.  KINGMAN, 

CALEB  HAMMOND,  JOHN  P.  KNOWLES,  Sd., 

WILLIAM  G.  TABER,  GEORGE  R  PHILLIPS, 

ELLIS  PERRY,  JOHN  W.  MACOMBER, 

DAVID  B.  KEMPTON,  ANDREW  G.  PIERCE, 

HUMPHREY  SEABURY,  WILLIAM  N.  CHURCH, 

J.  FRANKLIN  KEEN,  CORNELIUS  HOWLAND, 
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CHARLES  H.  TABER,  L.  M.  KOLLOCK, 

DANIEL  HOMER,  CHARLES  H.  GIFFORD, 

OLIVER  P.  BMGHTMAK,  WILLIAM  BOWEN, 

JOSIAH  a  BONNET,  CHARLES  H.  SHERMAN. 

WILUAM  A.  CHURCH,  Clark  of  Convnon  GoancO, 

SELBCTMKN  OF  DARTMOUTH. 

JJREH  SHERMAN,  RICHASD  LAPHAM, 

CALYDj[  K-  XU£U^E«,  WH.UAM  BARKER,  Jju, 

Town  Calierk- 

SKLXCTIUCZI  OF  WE8TFORT. 

E.  P.  BROWNBUi,  THOMAS  SANFORD, 

GSORGB  LAWTOJ^r,  ISRAEL  ALLEIjr, 

Xown  Clerk. 

SBLBCTlfKN  OF  FAIRHAVEN. 

BARTHOLOMEW  TABER,  ELLERY  T.  TABER, 

£.  a  ALMY,  TUCKER  DAMON,  Jr., 

Town  Cleric. 

8KLKCTMBN  OF  AGUjSi^liST. 

CYRUS  E.  CLARK,  WAI.TEB  SPOONER, 

PARDON  TABER,  Jr.  JABEZ  WOOD,  Town  Clerk. 


The  reply  was  sent  to  the  Trustees  by  ex-Mayor  Howland 
to  whom  its  envelope  was  directed,  accompanied  by  the 
following  note : 

S7  Sixth  Strbbt,  Nbw  Bedford, 

dd  mo.  8d,  1866. 
To  the  ThisUes  of  the  Free  PMic  JUbrary: 

Gentlemen  :  —  A  few  days  linoe,  on  the  22d  ultimo,  (lie  amuveipsiy  of 
the  birth  of  our  beloved  Washington,  I  received  from  DartoxHitb,  County  of 
Devon,  En^nd,  a  reply  to  the  memorial  adopted  by  the  g^th^ring  pf  the 
people  of  the  original  town  of  Dartmouth,  on  the  occanon  of  the  c^lel^ti^D 
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of  the  Two  Hundredth  Annivenary  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  on  the 
24th,  of  September  1864 :  which  I  herewith  present,  together  with  the  note 
accompanying  it  from  Sir  Henry  Paul  Seale,  Baronet,  Mayor  of  that  city. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  the  reply  appropriate- 
ly  framed  and  hung  in  some  conspicuous  place  in  the  public  room  of  the 
Library,  that  those  who  desire,  may  have  an  opportunity,  not  only  to  examine 
the  beauUftd  style  in  which  it  is  executed,  but  also  to  read  the  noble  senti' 
ments  it  contains,  and  thus  transmit  ihem,  in  the  languiige  of  the  Beply,  **to 
our  children  and  our  children's  children." 

Your  fijend  and  CoUeaguey 

GEORGE  HOWLAJ^A  Ja* 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  address  of  ex-Mayor  How* 
land,  which  was  published  in  connection  with  the  Reply: 

To  A€  QenOemm  wko  amttiiuled  the  Municipal  Auikmitiei  of  New  Bedford^ 
Dartmouihy  WtM^pori^  Fairkaoen  and  Acushnety  at  the  date  qftke  Centetmial 
CMration  in  Me  year  1864 : 

Rbspbcted  Fbiknds  :  —  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that 
I  have  this  day  received  from  the  Mayor  of  Dartmouth,  England,  a  note,  ac* 
companied  by  the  reply  of  the  Municipal  Body  of  that  city,  to  the  address 
which  you,  in  behalf  of  the  people  you  respectively  represented  at  our  Cen* 
tecnial  Celebration,  caused  to  be  forwarded  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  ancient 
Borough.  Odr  friendily  greeting  has  called  forth  a  response,  earnest  and 
affectionate.  That  you,  and  the  people  you  represented  when  you  placed 
your  name  to  the  Address,  and  sent  it  across  the  Atlantic,  may  e^joy  the 
pleasure  to  be  derived  from  the  hearty  and  cordial  sentiments  of  the  reply,  I 
place  it  before  you,  together  with  the  note  of  Sir  Henry  Paul  Seale,  the 
Mayor.  Your  interest  in  this  valuable  and  interesting  document  will  be  in- 
creased, when  you  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  splendidly  illumi-^ 
nated  maonscript  It  will  be  deposited  in  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public 
Library,  where,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  framed  so  that  it  may  be  preserved  from 
injury  all  who  may  wish  will  have  the  privilege  of  seeing  it. 

I  would  express  the  hope  that  the  aid  of  the  photographer,  which  proved 
so  suoeessful  in  multiplying  copies  of  the  address,  may  be  resorted  to  for  the 
same  purpose  in  relation  to  the  reply,  that  each  of  the  municipalities  may  be 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  both. 
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The  date  of  ibis  greeting  from  Old  England,  is  the  4th,  of  July,  1865  —  iU 
arrival  here  is  upon  a  daj  equally  auspicious  to  America. 

With  much  Respect, 

GEORGE  ROWLAND,  Jn., 
Mayor  of  New  Bedford,  in  1864  and  1866. 
Washikoton's  Birth-day,  1866. 

To  the  Mayor^  Aldermen  and  ConficU  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford^  and  the 
'Selectmen   of  Dartmouth^    WeetporU    Fairkaven   and   Acushnety  State  of 
MoisaehfUettSy  United  States  of  America, 

Respected  Friend8  :  —  I  have  the  high  honor  and  great  pleasure,  in 
compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of 
Clifton  Dartmouth  Hardness,  of  which  I  am  at  present  Mayor  and  Chief 
Magistrate,  to  forward  to  you  for  your  acceptance,  the  reply  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  Burgesses  and  Recorder  of  the  Borough,  unaninKMisly  Toted  on 
their  behalf  by  their  Council,  to  the  very  fHendly  and  handsome  address 
lately  received  by  them  from  you. 

I  take  tins  opportunity  of  submitting  to  you  for  myself  tDdividually,  the 
cordial  assurances  of  the  high  respect  and  esteem  which  I  entertain  for  you 
and  your  great  and  glorious  Republic 

i  have  the  honor  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
H.  P.  SEALE,  Baronet, 

Mayor  of  Dartmouth. 

Dated  Mount  Boone,  Dartmouth,  County  of  Devon,  > 
England,  Nov.  4th,  1865.  J 

REPLY. 

To  the  MafOTy  Aldermen  and  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  and  to  the 

Selectmen  of  the  towns  of  Dartmouth^  Westport,  Fairhaoen  and  Acushnet^ 

State  of  MassaehnsetU,  United  States,  North  America. 

Gbntlbmrk  :  —  We,  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough 

of  Clifion  Dartmouth  Hardness,  in  the  County  of  Devon  In  England,  by  the 

Council  of  the  Boroupth,  and  I,  Albert  William  Beetham,  Recorder  of  the 

Borough,  most  gratefully  accept  your  affectionate  greetings  and  accompany- 
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ing  testmonials  of  regard.  We  shall  place  them  among  our  municipal 
records,  and  cause  them  to  be  preserved  with  the  greatest  care,  in  the  hope 
that  oor  children  and  our  children's  children  may  be  induced  to  cherish  and 
keep  alive  the  feeling  of  amity  which  now  exbts  between  the  two  great 
nations,  the  younger  of  which  clings  to  the  fond  memory  of  a  common 
descent,  and  in  all  her  own  power  and  might,  exults  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
Mother  Country. 

We  are  particularly  struck  with  the  fact,  that  your  affectionate  greetings  have 
been  tendered  to  us  by  you  under  peculiar  orcumstanoes.  We  are  deeply 
gratified  in  finding,  that  in  joy  and  sorrow,  you  have  been  pleased  to  con- 
nect us  with  yourselves  in  your  minds.  In  the  festive  prooeedingv  attending 
the  oelebralaon  of  the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of 
your  town  of  Dartmouth,  we  were  greatly  honored  by  your  remembrances ; 
and  during  the  lamentable  strife  which  hitely  existed  between  two  branches 
ci  our  descendants,  equally  regarded  with  admiradon,  rejpect  and  affection, 
yon  were  not  unmindful  of  us  or  regardless  of  our  thoughts  and  opinions. 
We  offer,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  cordiality  our  hearty  congratulations 
on  the  prosperity  of  the  communities  we  now  address,  and  of  that  great 
and  glorious  community,  once  more  united,  of  which  you  form  a  pai*t ;  and 
we  congratulate  you  most  heartily  on  the  termination  of  that  civil  strife  which 
has  raged  among  you.  We  most  fervently  hope  and  trust,  that  ere  this,  our 
response  to  your  affectionate  address  shall  have  reached  you,  all  feelings  of 
animosity  may  have  been  buried,  and  have  been  succeeded  by  those  generaus 
sentiments  which  should  fill  *^  the  ^breasts  ot  foemen,  worthy  of  each  others' 
steel.* 

Friendship  once  more  restored,  we  hope  to  see  you  progress  in  the  paths 
of  civilization  and  freedom.  We,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Old  Country  in  the 
Old  World,  glory  in  the  freedom  we  enjoy  under  our  old  institutions,  mo<li- 
fied  or  renovated  as  the  time  and  circumstances  require.  And  we  rejoice 
that  a  nation,  sprung  from  a  common  ancestry,  in  extending  freedom  and  civi- 
lization in  a  New  World,  shows  by  its  acts,  that  freedom  is  that  for  which  she 
will  live  and  die,  and  that  freedom  is  the  bond  of  union  between  us,  freedom 
is  the  watch  word  which  she  shouts  to  us  across  the  Atlantic.  We  fervently 
hope  that  we  may  be  united  by  this  common  sentiment,  and  that  civilization 
and  science  may  continue  to  find  the  tneans  of  bringing  us  clouer  and  closer 
together. 

The  electric  fluid  travelling  below  the  mighty  waves,  silently  and  unseen, 
communicates  from  mind  to  mind.     We  fondly  reflect  that  Newcomen's* 

*  TbomM  Neweomen,  a  meehanie  of  Dartmouth,  was  the  first  to  make  the  «team  engine 
a  profitable  motive  power.  Within  a  hundred  years,  a  ^ieweomen  steam  engine  has  becu 
at  work  at  the  ooal  mines  of  Rhode  Inland. 
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geniiu  helped  to  show  to  man  how  with  safety,  ease  and  speed  to  transport 
himself  from  the  Dartmouth  of  your  forefathers  to  the  municipalities  in  the 
New  World,  to  whose  founders  Old  Dartmouth  b  pleased  to  be  reminded  she 
once  showed  hospitality  and  rendered  assistance. 

Accept  the  assurance,  that  we,  **one  and  all,"  entertain  for  you  and  your 
country  most  strong  feelings  of  regard,  admiration  and  respect,  and  trust 
that  the  friendship  of  the  two  great  and  glorious  nations  may  never  be  dis- 
turbed. 

We  beg  you  in  return  to  cherish  those  kind  and  friendly  feelings  which 
your  late  Centennial  Celebration  appears  to  have  aroused,  and  to  believe 
that  the  gexxl  ship  '^Concord"  will  always  find  Old  Dartmoudi  in  England  the 
same  Harbor  of  Befuge  to  which  in  olden  time  she  directed  the  '^SpeedwelT 
and  the  "Mayflower." 

Dabtmouth,  ith  of  July,  1865. 

HENRY  PAUL  SEALE,  Baronet,  Mayor. 
ALBERT  W.  BEETHAM,  Recorder. 

PERCY  HOCKIN,  Town  Clerk. 


8AM.  W.  PRIDEAUX, 
R.  F.  BURKOUGH. 
GEO.  UINGSTON. 


JOHN  BULLEY, 
THOMAS  W.  BALES, 
DOMINIC  STONE, 
SAM'L  N.  ELLIOT, 
WM.  SMITH, 
MARK  FOX, 


WM.  ASHFORD,  Jr., 
ROBERTO  WAFFIN, 
ROBT.  M.   MORTIMER, 
AUGUSTUS  NEWMAN,  M.  D. 
RICHARD  W.  EGG, 
ROBERT  CRANFORD. 
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concurrence. 

Henby  T.  Leonabd,  City  Clerk. 


Concurred. 


In  Common  Council, 

January  4th,  1868. 

William  A.  Church,  Clerk. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FOB   THE   YEAB  1868. 


TBUSTEES. 

His  Honor,  Andrew  G.  Pierce,  Mayor  of  the 
City. 

HoRATTO  Hathaway,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

George  H.  Dunbar,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  ^ 

James  B.  Congdon,  Esq.,        >  at  large. 

Warrek  Ladd,  Esq.,  ) 

COMMITTEES. 

ON  THB  LIBBARY. 

Andrew  G.  Pierce,        George  Howland,  Jr., 
James  B.  Congdon. 

BUILDIXa 

WAiiREN  Ladd,  George  H.  Dunbar, 

Horatio  Hathaway. 

ACCOUNTS. 

George  H.  Dunbar,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Horatio  Hathaway. 

LIBBABIAN. 

Robert  C.  Ingraham. 

ASSISTANT  LIBBABIAN. 

Sophia  E.  Almy. 

JANITOB. 

Edward  T.  Chapmak. 
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DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1867. 

BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

Donors.  Volumes.  Pamphlets. 
«                                                                        Bound.  Unbound. 

Allen,  William  H., 19 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 1 

American  Philosophical  Society, 1 

Boston  City  Library, 1 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History, 1 

Brown,  Oliver  H.  P., 4 

Bureau  Befbgees,  Freedmen,  &c., 1 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 1 

Chapin,E.S., 1 

Chisholm,  E.  H., 8 

Coe,  Kev.  I.  H., 1 

Coffin,  William  C, 1                        19 

Coggeshall,  Thomas, 1 

Congdon,  James  B., 5                        69 

Crapo,  Philip  N., 4 

Detroit  Young  Men's  Society,, 1 

Dexter,  Franklin  B., 1 

Dyer,  E.  Porter, •  •  .  .  1 

Eldridge,  Martin  L., 1 

Eldridge,  Rev.  B.  B., 1 

Eliot,  Thomas  D.,  .   .  . 70             11         21 

Fessenden&  Baker, 2     -       12        149 

Fitchburg  Town  Library, 1 

Hart,  Charles  H., 2 

Harvard  College, 8 

Haven,  Eev.  E.  0., 1                          6 

Hickcox,  John  H., 1 

Hough,  Franklin  B., 1 

Howland,   George,  Jr., 1                          1 

Hutchinson,  Sylvander, 2 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 2 

Long  Island  Historical  Society, 1 

Lowell  City  Library, 1 

Manchester  Public  Library, 1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Boston, ...  2 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  N.  Y., .  .  .  .  1 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia, .  .  1 

Newburyport  Public  Library, 1 

New  York  State  Library, 1 

Peabody  Institute,  South  Danvers,  Mass.,  .  . 
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Donors. 


Pelrce,  Benjamin,  Sapt.  Coast  Survey,  .  .   . 

Ph!pps,  Abner  J., 

Piper,  William  H., 1 

Pitman,  Robert  C, 

Qalnt,  Rev.  A.  H., 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute, 

Sanborn,  F.  B., 1 

Smithsonian   Institution 8 

Springfield  City  Library  Association, 

State  of  Rhode  Island 1 

Stetson,  Thomas  M., 1 

Sumner,  Charles, 1 

Taber  Brothers, 1 

Taunton  Public  Library, 

Tenney,  J.  E., 

United  States,  Department  of  the  Interior, .  .   67 
United  States,  Sanitary  Commission, .... 

Waltham  Public  Library, 

WiUey,  H., 

Wilmington  Institute, 

Wilson,  Henry, 7 

Worcester  Public  Library,  .  .   •  • 

Worth,  Benjamin, 2 

Young  Men*s  Association,  BnfflUo, 

Young  Meu*s  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Cincinnati, 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Pittsburg, 


Volumes.  Pamphlets. 
Bound.  Unbound. 
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NEWSPAPERS,  &C. 

Bray  ton,  David,— By-Laws   of  the  Schooner  John  Allyne  Mining 

Company. 
Coffin,  William  C.,— New  Bedford  Mercury,  1829-82, 188  numbers. 

New  Bedford  Gazette,  1881-82,  80  numbers. 
Durfee,  William,— Dial  of  the  Seasons :  a  chart. 
Gilford,  Frederick  S.,— The  Scientific  American,  12  volumes. 
Glasson,  Captain  J.  J.,— The  Richmond  Whig,  April  15, 1865. 
Green,  Thomas  A.,— The  Anti-Slavery  Standard,  1866. 
Pope,  William  G.E.,— The  Whaleman's  Shipping  List,  New  Bedford, 

1848-61,  18  volumes. 
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He  POUT. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor^  and  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  in 
accordance  with  the  Ordinance  of  the  city  by 
which  it  was  established,  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
present  to  you  their  Sixteenth  Annual  Eeport. 

It  is  evident  from  the  report  of  our  librarian, 
that  there  has  been,  during  the  last  year,  no 
abatement  of  the  interest  with  which  this  institution 
has  been  regarded  by  the  inhabitants  of  our  city 
from  the  date  of  its  opening. 

The  average  delivery  of  books,  and  the  increase 
of  cards  issued,  are  greater  than  ever  before; 
and  the  number  of  volumes  taken  is  within  a 
few  hundred  of  the  highest  number  ever  before 
reported. 

Thirty-four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
volumes  have  been  delivered,  to  be  taken  from  the 
libraiy. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  has  been  the  daily 
average  of  deliveries  for  the  year. 
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The  increase  of  cards  issued  has  been  five 
hundred  and  fwty-nine. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  issued  is  eigM 
thousand  two  hundred  and  nineteen. 

These  numbers,  while  they  are  indicative  of  the 
activity  of  the  operations  of  the  People's  Libraiy, 
and  of  the  importance  of  the  institution  as  an 
agency  for  the  supply  of  the  means  of  rational 
entertainment  and  intellectual  cultivation,  are  far 
from  giving  a  complete  view  of  the  work  which  it 
performs  as  one  of  the  educational  instrumentalities 
of  our  city. 

To  place  good  books  within  the  reach  of  all  our 
inhabitants,  and,  in  this  way,  to  enable  them,  after 
the  school  course  is  completed  and  the  active 
labors  of  life  commenced,  to  follow  up  the  work  ot 
intellectual  discipline  and  the  attainment  of  useful 
knowledge,  is,  without  doubt,  the  main  design  ot 
the  Free  Public  Library, 

To  the  accomplishment  of  this  design,  the  efforts 
of  its  managers  have  been  principally  directed. 
To  an  extent  hardly  anticipated  when  the  first 
movement  was  made  in  this  popular  and  successM 
undertaking,  this  end  has  been  attained.  Our 
books,  now  about  twenty  one  thousand  in  number,  are 
free  to  all.  The  fundamental  idea  of  the  legislative 
action  upon  the  subject  of  public  libraries,  that  the 
governmental  agencies  for  the  enlightenment  of  the 
people  should  not  be  restricted  in  their  operations 
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to  the  brief  periods  of  childhood  and  youth,  has  had 
an  extensive  and  highly  satisfactory  development 
in  the  experience  of  our  institution.  We  would . 
not  be  deterred,  by  the  fact  that  we  have  often 
before  given  expression  to  the  same  views  in 
relation  to  the  work  which  has  been  and  is  being 
accomplished  by  our  free  library,  from  again 
presenting  them  to  your  consideration.  It  is  the 
educational  idea  connected  with  our  free  public 
libraries,  which  gives  them  their  strong  hold  upon 
the  minds  of  the  people,  and  which  lies  at  the 
foundation  of  their  claim  to  a  support  at  the 
expense  of  the  public.  The  thought  is  now  familiar 
and  fundamental  with  the  American  people,  that 
collections  of  books  in  all  the  branches  of  knowledge 
and  literature,  established,  sustained  and  enlarged 
hy  governmental  authority,  and  free  to  all,  as  are 
the  teachings  of  the  school-room,  are  agencies  by 
which  is  fostered  the  growth  of  those  elements 
of  character  which  secure  freedom  to  the  people, 
stability  to  the  government,  and  to  the  greatest 
possible  extent,  the  elevation  and  dignity  of 
humanity.. 

Where,  in  this  work  of  educating  the  people 
the  agency  of  the  government  should  cease,  is  a 
problem  which  remains  to  be  solved.  There  are 
those  who  regard  all  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  government  as  uncalled  for  and  injurious;  and 
others,  who  would  place,  at  the  public  expense,  all 
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university  attainments  and  honors  within  the  reach 
of  all.  We  have  no  occasion  to  enter  upon  this 
discussion.  The  people,  free  to  act  in  the  future 
as  in  the  past,  will  ultimately  settle  this  question 
in  the  manner  best  calculated-  to  promote  the 
highest  interests  of  the  community.  It  is  sufficient 
for  us  to  know,  that  they  have  clearly  determined 
the  position  of  the  Free  School  and  the  Free 
Public  Library;  and  that  we  have  an  undoubting 
assurance  that  they  have  acted  in  accordance  with 
the  truest  principles  of  public  policy,  in  assigning 
to  the  school  and  the  library,  the  place  now  held 
by  them  in  this  Commonwealth,  as  indispensable 
agencies  for  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare. 

It  is  believed  that  the  affairs  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  New  Bedford,  during  the  sixteen 
years  of  its  existence,  have  been  administered  in 
accordance  with  this  frmdamental  idea,  and  that 
the  result  has  been  of  a  character  to  sustain  the 
action  of  the  General  Court  in  the  passage  of  the 
law,  and  of  the  City  Council  in  taking  advantage 
of  its  provisions. 

We  have  said,  that  the  circulation  of  books 
among  the  people  is  but  a  part,  although  it  may  be 
the  most  important  part,  of  the  educational  work 
performed  by  the  library. 

We  have  many  readers  who  do  not  take  away 
their  books. 

Our  periodicals,  the  list  comprising  most  of  the 
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mora  important  published  in  this  country  and  some 
of  the  most  valuable  from  Great  Britain,  are 
always  accessible,  and  our  tables  are  rarely  without 
readers. 

Constant  reference  is  made  to  our  books  by  those 
who  wish  for  information  upon  some  particular 
point;  and  we  look  upon  this  as  one  of  the  most 
important  and  satisfactory  advantages  which  the 
public  derive  from  the  library.  And  this  advantage 
is  not,  like  the  circulation  of  our  books,  confined 
to  our  own  inhabitants.  The  examination  of  our 
books  is  denied  to  none,  all  are  invited  to  visit  our 
rooms,  and  the  knowledge  to  be  found  there  is  free 
to  all. 

Thus  to  the  takers  of  our  books,  and  to  those 
who  read  and  consult  them  at  our  tables,  there 
comes  knowledge  that  aids  in  the  pursuits  of 
business, — intellectual  attainments  which  impart 
pure  and  elevated  enjoyment,  while  they  train  the 
mind  to  higher  and  still  higher  reaches  of  thought 
and  to  wider  and  ever  widening  fields  for  the 
exercise  of  the  faculties  which  have  been  conferred 
upon  us.  Aid  is  obtained  for  the  discharge  of 
duty,  and  the  pathway  of  duty  is  brightened  by 
the  companionship  which  at  the  same  time  gives 
guidance  and  strength. 

We  believe,  that  when  juster  views  of  what 
truly  constitutes  education  shall  generally  obtain, 
that  the  importance  of  a  large  library,  free  to  the 
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people,  will  be  more  widely  felt  and  more  fully 
understood. 

We  are  convinced,  that  when  succesB  shall  crown 
the  efforts  now  being  made  to  remove  from  the 
paths  of  the  children  and  youth  of  our  land  the 
many  obstacles  which  encumber  their  progress  in 
mental  training  and  the  attainment  of  knowledge; 
when  philosophy  shall  have  poured  the  light  of 
truth  upon  our  present  methods  of  teaching,  and 
enabled  us  to  form  a  true  estimate  of  the  value  of 
that  which  is  taught;  when  the  work  of  fostering 
the  growth  of  the  intellect  and  imparting  to 
it  what  it  claims  for  its  expansion  and  what  it 
demands  as  materials  for  its  activities  shall  be 
taken  from  the  hands  of  pedants  upon  whose  minds 
the  true  educational  idea  has  neVer  dawned,  that 
then,  and  not  until  then  will  the  true  place  of 
the  library  as  an  instrumentality  in  the  work  of 
education  be  understood. 

To  this  effort,  now  fairly  inaugurated,  and  which 
is  claiming  and  receiving  the  earnest  attention 
of  many  scholarly  and  philanthropic  minds,  we 
would  add  the  help,  feeble  as  it  may  be,  of  our 
heartfelt  wishes,  and  the  sincere  declaration  of 
our  convictions  of  its  claims  upon  all  who  are 
engaged  or  interested  in  the  work  of  education. 

Not  much  longer,  we  ardently  hope,  will  the 
alderman  of  London,  who,  at  an  educational 
festival  gave  as  a  toast,  "  The  three  R's,    Beading  I 
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Biting  1 1  and  BithmeticIII"  hold  his  place  a  as 
true  exponent  in  everything  but  orthography, 
of  the  common  idea  of  educational  training  and 
acquirements. 

We  presume  that  at  this  gathering,  the  turtle  fed 
aldermen  and  their  sympathizing  companions  at  the 
board,  hardly  supposed  that  this  zealous  expounder 
and  defender  of  the  true  faith  in  the  matter  of 
schools,  schooling  and  school-masters  had  been 
guilty  of  any  Tf  rong  either  of  omission  or  commis- 
sion, when  in  his  sententious  alliteratioji  he  gave 
utterance  to  this  truly  aldermanic  idea  of  the 
nature  and  purpose  of  education. 

There  are  many,  who,  while  they  laugh  at.  the 
ignorance  which  allowed  this  city  o£Sicial  to  give 
point  and  importance  to  his  toast  by  the  artful  aid  of 
alliteration,  have  never,  in  their  views  of  the  nature 
and  work  of  education,  occupied  any  higher  ground 
than  that  of  the  alderman  and  his  associates. 
They  may  carry  their  views  of  what  the  school 
acquisitions  of  the  young  should  be  somewhat 
beyond  what  is  eontamed  in  his  brief  exposition, 
but  they  still,  in  all  that  is  healthy,  expansive  and 
elevating  in  the  work  of  education,  are  as  ignorant 
and  grovelling  as  he. 

We  claim  for  the  young  emancipation  from  the 
tyranny  that  has  so  long  oppressed  them;  release 
from  the  burthens  which  they  have  so  long  painfully 
and  uselessly  borne;  freedom  from  the  obstacles 
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with  which  ignorance,  pedantry  and  prescription 
have  barricaded  the  pathway  of  the  children  and 
youth  of  our  country  as  they  have  sought  mental 
training  and  intellectual  riches. 

It  is  not  using  the  language  of  exaggeration  to 
say,  that  our  methods  of  teaching  are,  to  a  great 
extent,  tyrannical,  burthensome,  and  beset  with 
unnatural  and  cruel  obstacles. 

We  speak  not  of  the  ferule  or  the  rod;  for  we 
are  blessed  in  the  belief  that  the^e  companions 
of  the  stocks  and  the  whipping-post,  will  soon 
disappear  from  the  school-room  as  the  last  named 
instruments  of  torture  have  from  the  public  square. 

But  we  speak  of  the  tyranny  that  demands  of  a 
child,  with  a  penalty  in  the  case  of  a  failure,  the 
performance  of  a  task  which,  in  the  condition  of 
his  intellectual  development,  is  utterly  out  of  the 
reach  of  its  ability  to  perform  as  it  is  to  comprehend. 
As  well  demand  of  an  infant  that  it  lift  a  thousand 
pounds  in  emulation  of  the  feats  of  Dio  Lewis. 

We  speak  of  the  hurthen  which  the  intellect 
of  the  child  is  so  often  obhged  to  bear,  as  it  is 
painfully  striving  to  work  out  a  problem  which  is 
the  "  order  of  the  day,''  when  the  jpower  to  grapple 
with  its  meaning  and  with  the  methods  of  its 
solution  has,  as  yet,  no  existence  in  its  undeveloped 
understanding. 

We  speak  of  the  obstacles  to  a  free  and  natural 
development  of  the  mental  powers   which  arise 
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from  an  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  of  the 
true  methods  and  objects  of  mtellectual  culture  — 
an  ignorance  which  regards  the  work  of  education 
in  any  particular  instance  as  accomplished,  when 
the  memory,  tortured  into  activity  by  the  fear  of 
corporal  suffering,  gives  forth  a  result  that  agrees 
with  the  answer  in  the  book. 

There  is  tyranny  in  demanding  from  a  child  an 
answer  to  an  arithmetical  question  beyond  the 
range  of  its  powers  of  thought;  and,  under  a 
mistaken  idea  of  the  superlative  importance  of  this 
branch  of  learning  as  an  instrument  for  increasing 
the  range  and  the  power  of  the  mental  faculties, 
making  his  study  so  constantly  and  so  prominently 
an  object  of  attention  in  the  routine  of  the  school, 
that  the  intellect  is  dwarfed  rather  than  expanded, 
and  a  low  conception  of,  if  not  a  positive  repugnance 
to,  all  generous  and  expansive  intellectual  attain* 
ment,  is  created  and  confirmed. 

There  is  a  burthen,  and  one  that  is  often  too 
grievous  to  be  borne,  placed  upon  the  boy  or  the 
girl,  who,  at  the  age  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  is 
placed  in  the  grammar  class  and  called  upon  to 
expoimd  the  mysteries  of  language. 

We  can  hardly  find  fitting  words  with  which  to 
express  our  indignation  at  the  outrage  which  has 
so  long  been  inflicted  upon  the  unformed  minds  of 
the  young.  We  will  let  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harrington^ 
Superintendent  of  the  schools  of  New  Bedford, 
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speak  for  us;  for  he  has  dared^  in  language 
which  must  find  its  way  into  the  strong  holds  of 
prescription  and  pedagogism,  to  give  utterance  to 
the  deep  feelings  of  condenmation  with  which  he 
looks  upon  this  pervertion  of  the  work  of  mental 
training. 

"  What  the  study  of  language  should  be,  must 
suggest  itself,  in  the  main,  to  every  intelligent 
mind.  It  is  not  Beading  alone;  it  is  what  we  call 
Grammar,  hardly  at  all.  Ood  speed  the  time  when 
the  riseless  stuff  that  is  drilled  info  our  chUdren^s 
heads  under  the  name  of  Grammar  shall  lumher 
and  cumber  them  no  longer/  It  is  not  what  is 
usually  understood  by  the  teiin  "Analysis."  When 
the  authors  of  the  cun*ent  text-books  so  labelled 
sat  themselves  down  to  make  them,  all  the  bells 
should  have  tolled  in  anticipatory  funeral  lamenta- 
tion for  the  hours  to  be  buried  under  so  much 
dreary  waste." 

That  teacher,  who,  in  his  ideal  of  an  educational 
curriculum  has  never  risen  above  the  conception 
that  found  expression  in  the  toast  of  the  London 
alderman;  the  teacher  whose  notions  of  the  school- 
master's work  are  expressed  by  Professor  Atkin*- 
son,  when  he  speaks  of  the  "mere  vulgar 
stomach  and  pockefc-fiUing "  views  of  practical 
education  so  commonly  entertained;  the  teacher 
who  looks  upon  the  operation  of  mental  growth 
and  mental  attamment,  as  the  memoriter  transfer 
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of  the  rules  of  a  book  to  some  receptacle  prepared 
for  them  in  the  head  of  the  child,  and  whose  ruling 
passion  it  is  to  engineer  the  process  by  occasional 
quickening  application  of  the  rod  or  the  ruler,  is  a 
formidable  obstacle  in  the  work  of  education,  a 
hurtful,  hindering  thing  in  the  pathway  of  the 
young. 

Thus  it  is,  again  to  quote  from  Mr.  Harrington's 
admirable  lecture  at  Springfield,  "  that  the  scholars 
of  our  Grammar  schools  are  crammed  with  much 
that  is  useless,  and  deprived  of  much  that  is  needful 
to  a  well  rounded  culture.'^ 

But  the  tyranny  of  which  we  have  been  speaking, 
like  all  other  tyrannical  dispensations  will  be 
overthrown;  the  burthens,  painful  and  unnecessary, 
which  have  so  long  been  borne  by  the  young  will, 
we  trust,  soon  be  removed;  the  obstacles  which 
fossilized  pedagogism  have  placed  in  the  way  of  a 
true  mental  culture,  must  ere  long  cease  to  exist. 

We  are  mindful  that  in  this  course  of  remark, 
we  are  departing  somewhat  from  the  character  of 
reports  of  this  nature.  It  has  not  been  usual  for 
managers  of  public  libraries,  in  their  communica-* 
tions  touching  the  interests  of  the  institutions 
under  their  charge,  to  enlai*ge  upon  the  subject  of 
general  education. 

But  we  find  our  justification  in  the  fact,  already 
made  prominent  in  this  and  many  of  our  former 
reports,  that  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Massachu- 
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setts  constitutes  an  integral  part  of  our  educational 
system.  It  is  not  the  High  School,  it  is  the  highest 
school  of  our  city. 

And  higher  still  will  be  its  agency,  more  intimate 
will  be  its  connection  with,  and  more  important  its 
position  in,  the  work  of  public  education,  when  the 
common  schools  shall  be  in  a  situation  to  impart 
such  a  preparation  to  the  minds  of  the  young,  as 
shall  prepare  them  for  the  higher  and  wider  field 
of  study. 

Surprise  and  disappointment  are  expressed,  that 
so  few  of  the  inmates  of  the  Grammar  Schools  find 
their  way  into  the  seats  of  the  High  Schools.  We 
may  be  allowed  to  express  our  regret,  that  there 
is  such  a  general  absence  of  that  Mud  and  degree 
of  development,  that  would  demand  for  its  further 
growth  the  assistance  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

We  claim  for  the  young  of  our  community  such 
a  training  in  the  schools  of  the  city  as  shall  lead 
them  to  regard  the  library  as  a  necessity  of  their 
futiire  mental  life. 

We  claim  for  them  a  training  that  shall  make 
them  students  for  life  —  not  readers  merely,  not 
visitors  to  one  department  of  the  library  only; 
seeking  excitement  and  not  culture,  momentary 
pleasure  and  not  true  mental  enjoyment  and  lasting 
acquisitions,  in  the  pages  of  the  novelist. 

We  claim  that  all  our  children  are  long  enough 
in  school,  to  allow  them,  if  their  training  should 
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be  conducted  by  wise  methods  and  under  genial 
influences,  to  become  to  such  an  extent  lovers  of 
literature,  to  such  an  extent  interested  in  science 
and  art,  to  such  an  extent  seekers  after  healthy 
and  manly  intellectual  growth,  that  they  shall, 
in  this  respect,  continue  through  life  to  regard 
themselves  as  children,  and,  aided  by  the  school 
at  the  Free  Public  Library,  never  cease  to  be 
scholars  until  they  shall  cease  to  exist. 

We  claim  for  the  young,  before  they  shall  leave 
the  schools  and  enter  upon  a  life  of  care  and  toil, 
the  inevitable  condition  of  nearly  all  the  race,  such 
a  development  of  the  germs  of  a  true  mental 
growth  as  shall  lead  them  to  regard  the  books  of 
the  library  as  profitable  helpers  and  valuable  and 
pleasant  companions.  The  full  value  of  a  Free 
Public  Library  never  can  be  known,  until  there 
shall  be  a  fitting  preparation  for  its  use. 

We  shall  close  our  remarks  upon  this  topic  by  a 
quotation  from  the  last  Annual  Address  of  His 
Excellency,  Governor  Bullock.  It  will  both  justify 
and  aid  us. 

"Accompanying  all  this  increasing  liberality  in 
the  support  of  public  schools,  there  has  been 
exhibited  by  teachers  and  by  a  large  class  of 
citizens,  who  have  become  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject, a  growing  and  expanding  spirit  of  inquiry. 
Methods  of  instruction  and  all  the  generalities  and 
particulars  of  the  entire  system  are  subjected  to 
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open  scinitiny  and  discretion.  In  all  the  callings 
of  life,  the  best  modern  thinkers  are  expending 
their  most  ingenious  and  laborious  thoughts  upon 
this  field  of  investigation.  In  the  wide  range  of 
topics  their  inquiries  have  raised,  by  no  means 
inconsiderable  or  unimportant  has  been  that  of 
the  discipline  and  government  of  the  public  pupils; 
I  call  them  public  pupils^  hecause  they  are  all 
auchj  though  not  taken  from  home  or  parentagCy 
yet  the  wards  of  the  State^  under  its  beneficent 
and  paternal  care?^ 

An  examination  of  our  list  of  donations  exhibits 
the  gratifying  fact,  that  the  number  of  those  who 
exhibit  their  interest  in  our  institution  by  adding 
to  its  accumulations  has  not  lessened  during  the 
year.  Our  old  friends  have  not  forgotten  us,  and 
new  ones  have  been  added.  As  we  look  over  our 
annual  reports  which  now  constitute  a  large  and 
interesting  volume,  we  feel  both  grateful  and 
exultant  in  view  of  the  extent  and  the  value  of 
the  donations  which  have  been  bestowed  upon 
us.  We  have  a  right  to  rejoice,  and  should  feel 
ourselves  unfit  for  the  position  you  have  bestowed 
upon  us,  were  we  not  grateful,  as  we  think  of  the 
"  aid  and  comfort "  we  have  had  extended  to  our 
institution  by  the  benevolent  and  enlightened  of 
our  city  and  the  country.  "We  have  never  lost 
sight  of  our  obligations  in  this  particular;   and 
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every  report  has  borne  testimony  to  our  deep  and 
ever  deepening  sense  of  gratitude  to  our  numerous 
and  liberal  benefactors.  Again,  and  most  sincerely, 
do  we  renew  the  expression  of  our  thanks. 

As  we  look  over  the  list  of  donors,  we  find  there 
a  name  which  has  been  rarely  absent  from  it, 
but  which  can  be  seen  there  no  more.  Thomas  A. 
Greene,  always  an  interested  and  active  fi-iend  of 
the  Free  Public  Library,  can  no  longer  extend  to 
us  his  pleasant  and  profitable  assistance.  He  has 
left  us,  and  his  pure  and  richly  endowed  spirit  has 
passed  into  a  higher  and  holier  sphere  of  action. 
In  connection  with  this  report*  we  shall  give 
expression  to  our  feelings  and  sentiments  in  relation 
to  our  departed  and  respected  fellow-citizen  in 
the  words  of  those  whose  friendship  and  affection 
have  prompted  them  to  bear  public  testimony  to 
his  labors  and  his  virtues. 

It  is  for  us  here  to  refer,  not  only  to  his  friendship 
for  our  institution,  but  to  his  earnest  labors  in  our 
behalf,  and  his  frequent  and  valuable  contributions. 
And  we  have  ever  counted  it  among  the  many 
fortimate  circumstances  which  have  attended  the 
history  of  our  library,  that  of  the  five  thousand 
volumes  of  books  which  came  to  us  from  the  Social 
Library,  a  large  proportion  was  selected  and 
purchased  by  him.  For  many  years  he  was  the 
active  manager  of  that  valuable  collection,  and 

*  See  Appendix. 
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his  long  continued  and  enlightened  labors  in  that 
capacity  resulted  in  laying  a  firm  and  broad  foun- 
dation for  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  city  of 
Ifew  Bedford. 

By  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  the  funds 
belonging  to  the  library  have  been  placed  on 
interest  in  the  city  treasury. 

Our  last  report  showed  a  balance  unexpended  of 
the  income  of  those  funds  and  of  other  items  which 
constitute  the  credit  to  the  "  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library," 

Of $387.32 

Balance  as  above, 387.32 

Income  from  "Ilowland"  and  "Morgan"  funds,  169.00 


$556.32 
Expended  during  the  year, 77.50 

Balance  unexpended, $478.82 


The  balances  of   the  several  accounts  are  as 
follows: 

George  Rowland,  Jr.,  fund,  (income,)       .        .        .  $277.57 

Charles  W.  Morgan  fund,  (income,)       .        .        .  41.85 

Horticultural  Society  fund, 84.40 

Charles  Congdon  fund, 75.00 

Total,  as  above,     ' $478.82 
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The  new  catalogue  is  in  the  press.  The  progress 
of  the  work  will  be  as  rapid  as  is  compatible  with 
perfect  accuracy  and  a  neat  and  tasteful  execution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


John  H.  Perry, 
George  Howlajnd,  Jr., 
Andrew  Gr.  Pierce, 
George  F.  Kingmak, 
John  p.  Barker, 
James  B.  Congdon, 


Trustees. 


New  Bedford,  January  4,  1868. 
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APPENDIX. 


THOMAS  AENOLD  GREElfE. 

We  have  thought  it  due  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  A. 
Greene,  to  republish,  from  the  New  •  Bedford  Mercury  of 
December  16th,  1867,  the  following  notice  of  that  much 
lamented  man,  written  by  James  B.  Congdon. 

Under  our  obituary  head  will  be  found  an  announcement  of  the  death 
of  Thomas  A.  Greene.  He  died  at  his  residence  on  State  street,  In  this 
city,  on  Saturday  morning  last,  at  one  o'clock,  aged  74. 

No  injustice  Is  done  to  the  Hying  by  the  remark,  that  no  man  could 
bare  been  removed  from  us  whose  loss  would  have  been  more  widely 
and  deeply  frit;  no  one  who  would  have  been  more  universally  and 
sincerely  mourned. 

As  an  Instructor  of  youth,  revered  and  beloved  by  all  whose  happiness 
it  is  to  have  stood  towards  him  In  the  relation  of  pupils;  as  an 
enlightened  and  devoted  friend  to  education,  blessed  by  thousands  of 
those  who  have  been  aided  and  encouraged  by  him  in  their  efforts  for 
intellectual  improvement;  as  a  conscientious,  intelligent,  firm  and 
persevering  legislator,  a  pioneer  In  those  reforms  In  our  criminal 
and  educational  legislation,  which  are  now  blessing  the  whole 
Commonwealth ;  as  a  philanthropist,  whose  feeling  heart  never  listened 
unmoved  to  a  story  of  suffering,  whose  hand  was  ever  open  to  relieve, 
and  whose  wise  counsels  were  always  ready  to  aid  in  every  effort  to 
extend  to  the  erring  and  unfortunate  the  blessings  of  temperance, 
purity  and  a  sustaining  Christian  frith;  as  a  scholar,  ardent  in  his  love 
of  learning,  and  claiming  for  all  high  and  healthy  intellectual  pursuits 
a  value  and  ei\]oyment  in  themselves  that  made  them  their  own 
exceeding  great  reward ;  as  a  lover  of  nature,  alive  to  all  her  beauties, 
a  skilAil  and  devoted  searcher  after  her  secrets,  and  frmillar  with  the 
methods  by  which  science  aids  the  inquirer  In  his  labors ;  and  above 
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all,  and  as  the  complement  of  all,  as  a  hnmble,  folthAil,  self-denying 
and  consistent  Christian  gentleman,  he  has  moved  among  ns  for  half  a 
centary,  a  blessing  and  a  praise  to  oar  community,  an  example  of  a 
rare  and  elevated  manhood. 

Thomas  Arnold  Greene  was  a  native  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  He 
took  his  name  ttom  the  fkther  of  the  venerable  James  Arnold,  of  this 
city,  who  was  his  mother's  brother. 

His  labors  as  an  instructor  of  youth  commenced  in  1812,  when  he 
was  appointed  assistant  teacher  in  the  Friends'  Academy  in  this  city, 
then  recently  opened  under  the  charge  of  John  Brewer,  taking  the 
place  of  James  Scott,  the  first  assistant. 

In  1817  he  became  one  of  the  principals  of  the  Institution,  being 
associated  in  its  management  with  Moses  Moody.  After  the  first  year 
the  latter  left,  and  Mr.  Greene  took  the  entire  charge,  having  at  one 
time  Joseph  Congdon,  late  of  this  dty,  as  an  assistant. 

In  1826  he  was  appointed  a  trustee  of  the  Academy,  a  position  which 
he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  1827  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  was  returned  every  year  until  1836,  when  he  declined  a 
re-election ;  but  he  was  soon  called  again  to  the  same  position,  and 
was  one  of  our  representatives  ttom  1888  to  1841,  both  years  inclusive, 
thus  serving  in  that  capacity  for  thirteen  years. 

New  Bedford  was  never  more  ftdthftilly  represented ;  and  few  men 
have  served  the  Commonwealth  as  members  of  the  General  Court, 
whose  labors  have  resulted  in  more  usefUl  and  enduring  advantages  to 
the  people.  It  was  during  the  period  of  his  membership,  that  the 
reforms  In  the  arrangement  and  management  of  our  prisons  were 
Inaugurated  and  carried  through,  and  our  prison  discipline  elevated 
ttom  an  instrumentality  for  the  Infliction  of  punishment  to  the  dignity 
of  a  Chrlstian-Iike  efibrt  for  the  reform  of  the  violators  of  law.  He 
brought  to  the  consideration  of  this  subject  a  feeling  heart  and  an 
enlightened  understanding.  As  a  member  of  the  committee  on  prisons 
he  labored  zealously  and  einsctually,  and  his  name  should  ever  be 
associated  with  those  who  have  aided  in  the  great  work,  not  yet 
completed,  of  appljring  the  principles  of  humanity  and  the  Christiaii 
fidth  to  the  moral  elevation  of  the  prisoner. 

About  the  same  time  an  eflbrt,  and  a  successM  one,  was  made  to 
raise  up  the  public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  had  fUlen 
into  a  condition  most  deplorably  inefilcient.  Mr.  Carter,  of  Lancaster, 
fbund  in  the  subject  of  our  notice  an  able  and  a  willing  coa<Uutor;  and 
the  way  was  made  clear  for  the  entrance  of  Horace  Mann  upon  a  field 
of  labor,  in  which  he  reaped  a  harvest  of  renown,  and  fh>m  which  the 
people  gathered  the  rich  firuits  of  this  noble  eflbrt  fbr  their  elevation 
and  advancement. 

It  was  during  his  term  of  service  in  the  General  Court  that  the  eflbrt 
was  made  which  proved  successAil,  to  make  a  half  shire  of  the  town 
of  New  Bedfbrd.    The  movement  was   strongly  opposed,  but  the 
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measure  was  carried ;  and  perhaps  nothing  did  more  towards  bringing 
aboat  a  snccessAil  result- than  the  speech  of  Mr.  Greene.  It  was 
published  in  taU  in  the  New  Bedford  Courier,  a  newspaper  then 
published  by  Bei^amin  T.  Congdon,  to  whose  editorial  columns  he  was 
a  regular  contributor. 

for  sereral  years,  he  served,  with  much  satisfaction  to-  the  people, 
as  a  county  commissioner  for  the  county  of  Bristol. 

As  a  director  of  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library,  Mr.  Greene  did  a 
good  woriL  in  aid  of  the  intellectual,  and  moral  elevation  of  our 
community.  Of  Uie  five  thousand  volumes  of  valuable  books  which 
were  transferred  from  that  association  to  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public 
Library,  the  largest  part  were  selected  by  him ;  and  prompted  by  his 
love  of  knowledge  and  literature,  he  was  ever  anxious  and  active  to 
diflfbse  the  means  of  intellectual  culture  among  the  people. 

He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  establishment  of  our  Lyceum,  one  of  its 
managers,  and  for  a  time  its  President.  He  delivered  the  address  at 
its  opening,  which  was  printed,  the  only  exercise  of  that  character 
ever  thus  honored. 

Ever  ready  to  labor  in  the  cause  of  popular  education,  in  1843  he 
accepted  a  place  upon  the  school  committee  of  the  town.  He  served 
for  four  years  under  the  old  form  of  government,  and  when  we  became 
a  city  he  was  continued  for  four  years  longer. 

In  no  position  were  his  services  for  the  public  more  useful  or  more 
highly  appreciated.  •  For  a  portion  of  the  time,  in  anticipation  in  fact, 
if  not  in  form,  of  the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  of  schools,  he 
held  in  the  school  committee  and  towards  the  schools,  a  relation,  the 
duties  of  which  were  the  same. 

Nor  were  his  labors  in  this  direction  confined  to  the  children  of  the 
public  schools.  While  he  was  untiring  in  his  efibrts  to  give  to  all  the 
benefits  of  a  good  English  education,  his  love  of  a  more  elevated 
scholarship  led  him  to  lend  the  aid  of  his  classical  tastes  and  acquire- 
ments to  many  a  youth  whose  aspirations  for  a  higher  cultivation  had 
his  sympathy  and  approval.  Hundreds  are  now  living  who  can  testify 
to  his  zealous  and  unremunerated  labors  in  their  behalf,  whose 
circumstances  were  adverse  to  an  unaided  effort  to  the  attainment  of 
the  knowledge  for  which  they  were  seeking. 

His  efforts  in  the  cause  of  education  and  his  sympathy  with  the 
unfortunate  and  the  fiUlen,  led  to  his  appointment,  when  the  Beform 
School  at  Westborough  was  established,  as  one  of  its  first  board  of 
trustees.  For  six  years  he  gave  much  of  his  time,  and  his  affectionate 
spirit,  his  sound  Judgment  and  his  practical  wisdom  in  aid  of  that 
pioneer  effort  to  save  and  to  elevate  the  youthfhl  offenders  against  the 
law. 

As  a  manager,  and  for  a  portion  of  the  time  its  President,  his  name 
is  found  upon  the  records  of  the  New  .Bedibrd  Port  Society  for  nearly 
the  whole  period  of  its  existence,  over  thirty  years.  Ever  earnest, 
hopeftd  and  discreet,  his  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  seamen  of  our  port 
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have  always  been  held  In  high  appreciation  by  his  fellow  laborers  in 
this  field  of  philanthropic  effort. 

He  loved  nature,  and  never  failed  to  devote  a  part  of  his  time  to  the 
exploration  of  her  laws  and  her  works.  In  his  extensive  walka  among 
the  fields  and  forests  of  our  vicinity,  the  tin  case  of  the  botanist  was 
always  his  cempanion ;  and  much  did  it  add  to  the  pleasure  of  his 
pursuit,  if  he  could,  as  he  often  did,  find  some  sympathizing  youth  to 
accompany  him  in  his  rambles,  to  whom  he  could  impart  the  glow  of 
his  own  love  of  nature  and  with  whom  he  could  enjoy  the  pleasure  she 
never  fUls  to  impart  to  her  foithfUl  votaries. 

.  His  collection  of  shells  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  our  State.    To 
gather  it,  has  been  the  pleasant  labor  of  a  great  part  of  his  life. 

His  library,  the  largest  private  collection  in  our  city,  affords  evidence 
of  his  love  of  science,  and  his  success  in  Its  cultivation ;  while  his 
selections  Arom  classical  literature  bear  testimony  to  his  cultivated 
taste  and  of  his  appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  the  most  elevated 
productions  of  genius.  He  loved  the  beautifhl  in  literature  as  in 
nature.  With  the  ftivorite  New  England  poet,  he  might  say,  all  things 
beantiftil 

**  For  evermore  repeat 
In  varied  tones  and  sweet, 
That  beauty,  in  and  of  Itself,  is  good. 
No  unbefitting  task  was  mine, 

To  weave  these  flowers  so  soft  and  fkir, 
In  unison  with  His  design, 

Who  loveth  beauty  everywhere ; 
And  makes  in  every  zone  and  cUme, 

In  ocean  and  in  upper  air, 
All  things  beautlM  in  their  time." 


Mr.  Greene  was  fbnd  of  his  garden  and  loved  to  share  with  his  ftiends 
the  Amlt  and  flowers  that  were  the  result  of  his  own  skill  and  Industry. 
It  will  be  remembered  by  those  who  visited  the  exhibitions  of  fruit 
made  by  the  New  Bedford  Horticultural  Society  during  Its  brief 
existence,  how  large  a  share  of  the  contributions  were  from  hhn.  Our 
county  exhibitions  also  were  for  many  years  enriched  from  his  small* 
but  highly  cultivated  garden.  Of  both  city  and  county  societies  he 
was  a  member  and  an  active  manager. 

Placed  early  In  life  in  circumstances  which  rendered  It  unnecessary 
for  him  to  give  much  of  his  time  to  business  pursuits,  having  no 
children  for  whose  training  and  support  he  was  called  upon  to  labor, 
and  no  habits  or  aspirations  which  called  him  to  devote  his  time  or 
talents  to  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  or  of  office,  he  gave  himself  up  to 
those  pursuits  which  yielded  the  highest  satlsfiictlon  to  his  pure  taste 
and  cultivated  understanding,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  met  the 
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demands  of  that  love  to  God  and  love  to  man,  whldh  fonned  tlie  basis 
of  his  character, 

**  In  his  steady  course, 
No  piteous  revolutions  had  he  felt, 
No  wild  varieties  of  joy  and  grief. 
Unoccupied  by  sorrow  of  its  own, 
His  heart  lay  open;  and,  by  nature  tuned 
And  constant  disposition  of  his  thoughts 
To  sympathy  with  Man,  he  was  alive 
To  all  that  was  ex^oyed  where'er  he  went, 
And  all  that  was  endured." 

Mr.  Greene  was,  by  birthright  and  conviction  a  member  of  the 
society  of  Friends.  He  believed  in  Quakerism,  in  its  simple  fidth  and 
in  its  simple  forms;  and  although  he  had  no  recognized  right  of 
membership  in  the  society  whose  meetings  are  held  here,  and  whose 
head-ship  is  the  New  England  Yearly  Meeting,  he  was  rarely  on  the 
First  or  Fifth  day  of  the  week  absent  fh>m  its  religious  gatherings ; 
and  the  last  rites  for  the  departed  will  be  performed  under  the  care  and 
guidance  of  those  who  have  never  ceased  to  recognize  his  claims  to  be 
included  in  the  brotherhood  of  il&lth. 

Upon  the  Yearly  Meetings  in  New  York,  of  those  by  whom  he  was 
regarded  and  beloved  as  a  member  in  ftiU  standing,  he  was  a  constant 
attendant. 

Wherever  he  was,  he  never  fklled  to  exhibit  the  simple  manners  of 
the  society  with  which  he  was  connected ;  and  while  In  costume  and 
speech  he  announced  to  all  his  consistent  devotedness  to  the  customs 
of  the  sect  to  which  he  belonged,  his  life-long  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
human  welfare,  and  his  entire  reliance  upon  the  power  of  the  Christian 
faith  as  the  only  effectual  Instrumentality  In  the  work  of  man's  moral 
elevation,  gave  him  an  unquestioned  admission  and  fellowship  Into  the 
ranks  of  all  who  are  laboring  In  the  cause  of  God  and  humanity. 

Such  Is  a  brief  and  Imperfect  outline  of  the  life  and  character  of 
Thomas  A.  Greene.  He  has  passed  away,  and  there  will  follow  him  a 
record  full  of  the  good  works  which  bless  mankind  and  glorify  God. 
Thousands  are  living  to-day,  better,  holler,  happier  men,  women  and 
children,  because  he  has  lived,  and  lived  to  love  and  to  serve  his  fellow 
men.  And  these  are  the  monuments  that  will  preserve  and  hallow  his 
memory  here,  and  these  his  crown  of  rejoicing  in  his  mansion  above. 
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Bemarkg  made  by  Rev.  William  J.  Potter,  of  the  First 

Congregational  Society,  at  the  Friends'  Meeting  House  in 
New  Bedford,  December  17th,  1867,  at  the  ftmeral  of  Thohas 
A.  Greene. 

I  do  not  wish,  Arlends,  to  intrude  on  the  order  of  this  service.  I 
know  bow  the  spirit  of  him*  whom  we  monm  to-day  would  rebuke 
anything  intrusive.  I  have  felt  also  as  we  have  sat  here  together  in 
silence,  how  beautifully  appropriate  is  this  quiet  meditation  to  the 
character  of  our  deceased  friend.  Yet  I  feel  too,  that  he  would  bid 
any  one  speak  the  words  that  press  to  the  lips ;  and  we  might  seem  to 
do  wrong  to  his  memoryj  did  we  not  strive  to  utter  some  of  the  lessons, 
which  in  the  silent  solemnity  of  the  hour,  inevitably  come  to  our 
thought  Arom  his  life.  My  own  conscience  would  hardly  be  at  rest,  if 
I  should  go  firom  this  house  without  expressing  somewhat  my  sense  of 
the  loss  that  has  beDftllen  this  community  by  the  death  of  our  friend, 
and  my  appreciation  of  the  rare  worth  of  the  life  now  in  its  earthly 
form  finished.  I  would  speak  simply  as  one  who  had  learned  to  esteem 
and  admire  him  as  a  firiend,  one  who  for  several  years  lived  as  his 
nearest  neighbor;  and  in  this  capacity  I  would  bear  my  testimony  to 
his  many  virtues. 

Yet  I  cannot  speak  as  would  many  of  you,  dear  friends,  who  have 
met  here  to-day  and  who  have  lived  with  him  through  the  whole  of 
flfby  years,  since  the  fortunes  of  life  brought  him  to  this  community, 
and  who  have  been  through  all  these  years  constant  witnesses  of  his 
consistent  manhood,  and  of  his  beneficent  influence  as  a  citizen.  We 
might  find  those  who  have  had  a  larger  circle  of  acquaintances,  who 
have  filled  more  space  in  the  business  and  social  activities  of  the 
community,  whose  names  have  been  oftener  mentioned,  and  who  have 
achieved  a  wider  fiune  beyond  our  local  bounds,  but  we  should  go  far 
to  find  one  who  in  all  respects  has  been  for  fifty  years  such  a  steady 
power  for  good  in  our  town  and  city — so  intelligently  and  consistently 
interested  in  all  objects  of  public  welfare,  so  refined  and  scholarly  in 
tastes,  so  upright  and  pure  in  morals,  so  kindly  humane  in  sympathies, 
so  beneficent  by  constant  activity  and  habit,  so  ready  to  aid  any  cause 
of  human  elevation  and  progress,  so  faithfkil  to  every  private  and 
public  duty. 

And  with  what  a  beautiful  simplicity,  with  how  little  noise  and  showi 
all  these  fifty  years  have  been  lived,  and  all  this  excellent  work  been 
done !  How  gentle,  how  modest,  how  child-like  he  was  I  Yet  there 
was  a  wonderftil  stability  and  firmness  in  his  character.  We  feel  that 
this  man  would  have  suffered  death  for  his ^  convictions  of  truth  and 
right,  if  that  testimony  had  been  required  of  him.  But  with  this 
strength  and  adherence  mingled  womanly  mildness,  and  the  tenderest 
love  and  charity.  He  had  his  cherished  religious  belief,  his  chosen 
denominational  attachments,  and  he  always,  and  ereiywhere  lived 


Digitized  by 


Google 


31 


consistently  with  them.  But  his  sympathies  were  broader  than  any 
sect— reaching  wherever  there  was  any  truth  to  be  discovered,  or  a 
fellow  man  to  help.  And,  as  has  already  been  well  said  in  this  assembly, 
we  meet  to-day  around  his  remains  as  he  would  have  us  meet,  on  the 
common  ground  of  our  common  humanity. 

'* Peace  to  his  memory.**  Yes!,  but  standing  in  this  presence, 
something  seems  to  me  to  change  the  words,  and  to  say  **  Peace  from 
his  memory ."  What  else  but  peace  can  distil  into  our  hearts,  and  into 
the  life  of- this  community  from  the  harmonious  record  of  this 
consistent,  completed  life.  Very  precious,  very  comforting  must  be 
that  peace  which  comes  now  Arom  his  memory  to  you,  dear  friends, 
whose  hearts  are  most  closely  touched  by  this  bereavement.  His  peace 
indeed  rests  upon  you  to  heal  and  to  bless  to-^day.  You  believe  in 
God,  you  believe  that  He  the  Infinite  Father  has  called  your  friend 
with  whom  you  have  lived  and  walked  so  long  in  sweet  company  upon 
the  earth,  to  the  heavenly  home  and  to  its  delightfhl  service  and 
comi>anionship.  Believe  also  that  he  has  gone  to  help  prepare  a  place 
for  you,  that  where  he  is  there  you  may  be  also. 

And  for  us,  his  fellow-citizens,  what  is  the  chief  lesson  of  his  lifb? 
Is  it  not  this  —  that  we  need  not  seek  any  tea  away  duty,  any  high  and 
brilliant  sphere  of  action,  any  position  of  large  renown,  in  order  to 
live  a  usefril,  even  the  most  useftil  life?  We  may  find,  as  did 
our  friend,  our  duty  close  beside  us ;  may  find  ample  means  and 
opportunities  for  usefrilness  in  our  own  community,  aniong  our  own 
neighbors. 

Whosoever  so  lives,  fUthfhlly  serving  God  and  man,  as  most  to 
enlighten,  elevate,  bless  the  community  where  he  chances  to  make 
his  home,  he  lives  in  the  most  effective  way  for  promoting  the  great 
interests  of  mankind,  and  for  helping  to  establish  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven  upon  earth. 

Let  us  so  take  this  lesson  of  our  friend's  lilb  to  heart,  that  we  may 
make  it  henceforth  our  first  aim  so  to  live,  that  this  community  shall  be 
the  better  and  happier  for  our  lives,  and  that  when  our  bodies  die,  the 
influence  of  our  character  shall  still  remain  for  good,  to  bless  this  city 
and  its  people  long  after  we  are  gone. 

Having  borne  this  testimony  to  what  I  know  of  the  virtues  of  our 
friend,  I  can  now  do  no  more  than  commend  his  character  to  our 
affectionate  remembrance,  and  the  beautilhl  spirit  of  his  life  to  our 
imitation. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

FOR    THB    YEAR    1860. 


■TRXTSTSSS. 


His  Honor,  Andrew  G.  Pierce,  Mayor  of  the  City. 

Horatio  Hathaway,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

Joseph  H.  Cornell,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr., 

James  B. 

Warrej 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees — His  Honor  the  Mayor, 


teorge  Howland,  Jr.,  ) 

B.  CoNGDON,  Esq.,        >  At  large. 

EN  Ladd,  Esq.,  ) 


comm:ittb3b:s. 

ON   THB    lilBBABY, 

Andrew  G.  Pierce,  George  Howland,  Jr., 

James  B.  Congdon. 

BUIIiDINQ, 

Warren  Ladd,  Horatio  Hathaway, 

Joseph  H.  Cornell. 

aooounts, 

James  B.  Congdon,  Warren  Ladd, 

Horatio  Hathaway. 

librarian,  asst.  libbabian, 

Robert  C.  Ingraham.  Sophia  E.  Almy, 

JANITOR, 

Edward  T.  Chapman. 
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Donations  for  the  Yeae  1868. 

BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 
Donors.  Volomes.    Pamphlets. 

Bound.  Unbound. 

Allen,  Edward  A.  H. 2  18 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 3 

American  Unitarian  Association, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  Central  Park,    .... 

Board  of  State  Charities,       1 

Boston  City  Library, 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History, 1 

Brownell,  T.  Frank, 2        S  19 

Bowling  W.  K., 

Clifford,  John  H., 8 

Columbia  College, 

Congdon,  James  B., 8 

Cushman,  Austin  S., 1 

Dexter,  Franklin  B., 1 

Durfee,  William, 

Eliot,  Thomas  D., 69 

Farrington,  William  H., 1 

Ferris,  John  A., 1 

Fessenden,  C.  B.  H., 4 

Flint,  Charles  L., 8 

Fos,  George  S., 1 

Friends, 

Goodwin,  William  F., 

Grinnell,  Joseph, .    16 

Grinnell,  Moses, 2 

Hartford  Young  Men's  Institute, 

Hartley,  J.  F 2 

Harrard  College, 

Hough,  Franklin  B., 

Howland,  George,  Jr., 

Hutchinson,  Sylvander, 2 

Jackson,  Henry, 

Ladd,  Warren, 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 

McCarthy,  P., •    .    .     . 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Boston, 
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Donations  for  the  Year  1868; 

(continued.) 
Donors.  Volames.    Pamphlets. 

Bound.  Unbound. 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Cincinnati,     ...  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York,     ...  1 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia,     ...  1 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Pittsburg,  Pa,,  ...  8 

Moore,  George  H., S 

Morrissey,  John, 1 

Paine,  Martyn, 1 

Pitman,  R.  C, 22 

Public  Library,  Cincinnati, 1 

Pulsifer,  David, 1 

Bensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute, 1 

Richmond,  Charles, 1  S 

Richmond,  Geoi^  B., 1 

Rodman,  Edmund, 4  2 

Rodman,  Samuel, 58        2        216 

Rodman,  Thomas  R., 2        2  52 

Smithsonian  Institution, 3 

Spare,  John,  M.  D., 1 

Spofford,  A.  R., 1  1 

Springfield  City  Library  Association, 1 

State  of  New  York, 1 

Stone  &Crapo, 18  118 

Sumner,  Charles, 1        1  8 

Taber,  Charles, 2 

Taunton  Public  Library, 1 

Thomson,  John  H., 1  1 

United  States  Grovemment, 28 

Watte,  Stephen, 1 

Willey,  Henry, 1  22 

WilUams,  C.  R., 6 

Watson,  William  E., 2 

Wood,  Henry  T., 8 

Worcester, 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffalo, 

Young  Men's  Association,  Worcester, 

Bureau  Refugees, 

Peabody  Institute, 
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Donations  fob  the  Yeab  1868. 

(concluded.) 
Donon.  Yolumes.    Pampbleta. 

Bound.  Unbottud.^ 

Qttiat»  Rev.  A.  H., 8 

Wilmington  Institute, 1 

Wilson,  Henry, 1 

Public  Library,  Manchester,  N.  H., 1 

Department  of  Education, 1 

NEWSPAPERS  AND  MANUSCRIPTS. 

Greene,  Mrs.  Thomas  A., — Anti-Slavery  Standard,  1867. 
Brayton,  David,  —  Manuscript  List  of  Passengers  to  California,  1849. 
Manuscript  Genealogical  Notes  of  Nantucket  Families. 

PICTURES  AND  PRINTS. 

Citizens  of  New  Bedford,  through  William  W.  Crapo,  —  Portrait  of  James 

B.  Congdon. 
William  A.  Wall,  —  Portrait  of  Thomas  A.  Greene. 
William  H.  Farrington,  —  Engraved  Portraits  of  Lincoln,  Grant,  Sherman 

and  Thomas. 
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To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  ^  and  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  of  the  Uomynon  Council  of  the 
City  of  Mw  Bedford: 

By  the  5th  section  of  the  ordmance  establishing  the  Free 
Public  Library  it  is  provided,  that  the  Trustees  shall  annually 
lay  before  the  City  Council  a  detailed  report  of  their  doings 
and  of  the  condition  of  the  Library. 

That  ordinance  bears  date,  August  16th,  1852. 

The  first  report  is  dated  March,  1^53 ;  and  from  that  time 
to  the  present,  there  has  been  no  omission  on  the  part  of  the 
Trustees  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  ordinance. 

These  reports  contain  a  full  and  valuable  histoiy  of  the 
Institution.  Aware  of  the  importance  of  complying  with 
the  provisions  of  the  ordinance,  and  of  sustaining  unbroken 
the  series  of  publications  which  have  been  so  interesting  to 
our  own  people  and  to  all  the  kindred  institutions  of  the 
country,  to  which  they  have  always  been  sent,  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  the  year  1868,  respectfully  ask  leave  to  lay 
before  you  the  SEVEin:E£NTH  Anhval  Befobt  of  the 
Free  Publio  Libbabt. 

Our  Librarian  has  placed  before  us  the  usual  statistics  in 
relation  to  the  operations  of  the  Library  for  the  year. 

The  whole  number  of  books  delivered  and  taken  from  the 
Library  is  thirty-four  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty'4hree. 

The  daily  average  of  deliveries  has  been  one  hundred  and 
twelve. 
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The  increase  of  cards  issued  has  been  five  hundred  and 
twenty-eight. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  which  have  been  issued  is  eight 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

In  the  Report  of  last  year,  the  Trustees  state,  that  **  the 
average  delivery  of  books,  and  the  increase  of  cards  issued, 
are  greater  than  ever  before ;  and  the  number  of  volumes 
taken  is  within  a  few  hundred  of  the  largest  number  ever 
before  reported."  The  year  1868,  as  will  appear  from  the 
following  comparative  statement,  falls  but  a  little  short  of 
that  thus  spoken  of. 

VOLUMES  TAKEIT.        DAILY  AVERAGB.     INCREASE  OF  CARDS. 

1867.  34,860  114  549 

1868.  84,568  112  528 


Difference,  297  2  21 

While  it  thus  appears  that  the  circulating  activity  of  the 
books  of  the  library  has  been  sustained,  it  is  proper  for  us  to 
state,  that  the  use  of  our  books  at  the  library  room  has 
largely  increased.  No  record  is  kept  of  this  part  of  our 
operations,  but  the  librarian  has  estimated  the  number  of 
books  read,  or  consulted  at  the  reading  desks,  to  be  equal  to 
that  which  is  delivered  to  be  used  out  of  the  building.  This 
would  make  the  total  use  about  seventy  thousand  volumes^  or 
nearly  three  and  a  half  times  the  whole  number  of  books  in 
the  library. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  our  annual  reports,  it  is 
not  improper  for  us  to  state,  that  the  demand  for  the  former 
numbers,  during  the  last  year,  has  been  greater  than  ever 
before,  and  that  it  is  constantly  increasing.  The  care  that 
has  been  taken  in  their  preparation,  the  fulness  of  detail  as 
it  regards  all  fiicts  and  operations  of  the  institution  by  which 
they  have  been  characterized,  and  the  ample  evidence  fur- 
nished by  them  that  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Bedford 
had)  by  its  success,  vindicated  the  wisdom  of  the  State  law 
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and  the  Gty  ordinance  under  which  it  was  established  and 
has  been  sustained,  have  given  great  value  to  our  annual 
statements,  and  caused  for  them  a  demand  from  all  parts  of 
the  country.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  stock  of  several 
of  the  reports  is  exhausted,  so  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
supply  a  fiill  series  to  any  who  may  hereafter  apply. 

There  is  not  a  little  satisfaction  in  the  thought,,  that  our 
pioneer  institution  has  not  only  flourished  under  the  wise  and 
fostering  influence  of  our  municipal  legislation,  but  that  it 
has  been  widely  influential  in  aiding  the  eflbrts  made  in  a 
lajge  number  of  the  towns  and  cities  of  our  State  and  coun- 
try to  establish  and  maintain  free  libraries  for  the  people. 

Having  in  view  the  influence  which  our  institution  has  thus 
exerted,  we  are  induced,  more  for  the  information  of  those 
to  whom  this  report  may  be  sent,  out  of  the  city,  than  from 
any  supposed  importance  to  be  attached!  to  its  dissemination 
among  our  own  people,  to  publish  the  following  statement. 
It  was  drawn  up  in  answer  to  questions  proposed  to  us  by 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  We  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  give  the 
questions. 

1.  Established  1852. 

2.  Income  $2,700.  City  appropriation  $2,500.  Income 
from  funds  $200. 

3.  Circulating  and  reference. 

4.  Volumes,  21,000. 

5.  Average  increase  1000. 

6.  Not  strong  in  any  specialty. 

7.  Books  used,  two  thirds  novels  and  juveniles. 

8.  Total  use  70,000,  one  half  in  building. 

9.  Two  thousand  people  use  the  library. 

10.  No  guaranty  required. 

11.  Twenty-five  lost  yearly. 

12.  Thirty  volumes  worn  out  annually. 

13.  One-twelfth  of  the  purchases  novels  and  juveniles. 
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14.  One-sixth  of  additions,  donations. 

15.  Catalogues  printed.     Supplement  now  in  press. 

16.  Beading-room  and  Library-room  one.  Periodicals 
35.    Newspapers  3. 

17.  Yearly  Reports. 

18.  Librarian  and  Assistant. 

19.  Books  are  coYered. 

20.  400  Sale  duplicates. 

21.  5000  pamphlets,  not  catalogued. 

22.  Seldom  asked  to  buy,  do  when  asked. 

23.  Library  open  every  day  excepting  Sundays  and  holi- 
days, from  8  o'clock  A.  M.  to  9  o'clock  P.  M.,  excepting 
two  hours  from  1  to  3  o'clock,  and  one  hour  from  6  to  7. 
From  September  to  March,  both  inclusiye,  opens  at  10  A.  M. 

24.  Not  closed  for  examination. 

25.  Classified  under  the  leading  subjects,  not  minutely. 

26.  No  rival  institutions  in  city  or  vicinity. 

27.  Frequenters,  aged  from  16  to  40. 

28.  Accounts  numbered,  each  taker  has  a  card  bearing 
Im  or  her  number. 

29.  Buy  but  few  duplicates. 

This  statement,  as  has  already  been  remarked,  will  be 
mainly  useful  in  cases  where  an  effort  is  about  to  be,  or 
has  recently  been  made  to  establish  a  Free  Public  Library. 
It  may  however,  be  useM  and  interesting  to  some  of  our 
own  people,  thus  to  have  presented  to  them  some  of  the 
nK>re  prominent  facts  in  the  history  and  operations  of  their 
favorite  institution. 

In  looking  over  the  former  reports,  it  becomes  clearly 
evident,  that,  notwithstanding  the  confidence,  founded,  in 
the  first  place  upon  the  character  of  our  people  and  supported 
by  every  year's  experience,  that  the  liberal  and  comprehen- 
sive principle  upon  which  the  library  was  founded  and  upon 
which  its  operations  have  been  conducted  can  be  0ustained, 
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there  has  always  existed  a  degree  of  anxiety,  lest  some  cir- 
cumstances should  be  developed  to  impair  that  confidence 
and  render  necessa^  a  more  restricted  and  less  popular 
method  of  management.  We  acknowledge  that  we  have,  to 
some  extent,  shared  that  anxiety.  We  have  seen  how  very 
near  the  line  of  disorder,  loss  and  ruin,  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions that  has  been  established  and  pursued  is  running ;  and 
we  have  not  been  without  our  fears  that  by  some  untoward 
movement  the  line  might  be  broken  and  our  faith  in  the  safety 
of  the  free  circulation  of  our  books  be  destroyed.  It  gives 
us  great  satisfaction,  however,  to  be  able  to  state,  that  noth- 
ing in  the  experience  of  the  past  year  has  had  any  tendency 
to  lessen  the  confidence  expressed  in  the  reports  of  our  pre- 
decessors. StiU,  when  we  consider,  that  a  little  less  care  on 
the  part  of  those  entrusted  with  its  management ;  a  little  less 
skill  and  vigilance  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  is  committed 
the  responsibility  of  its  daily  operations ;  a  little  less  of  that 
feeling  of  obligation  and  sense  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
takers  and  users  of  our  books,  which,  we  are  pleased  and 
proud  to  say,  have  been  so  prominently  manifested  by  them, 
would  change  the  whole  character  of  our  institution,  we  have 
not  been  surprised  that  all  who  have  acted  as  its  trustees, 
have  taken  eveiy  opportunity  of  impressing  this  fact  upon 
the  minds  of  the  conununity.  Sharing  in  their  anxiety,  we 
can  understand  why  it  was,  that  such  declarations  as  the 
following  were  put  forth  by  them,  and  are  induced  to  repeat 
them. 

In  the  First  Report,  the  Trustees  say,  "  the  rules  must  be 
observedy  or  disorder ^  decay  and  dissolution  will  soon  attend 
upon  this  enlightened  and  praiseworthy  effort  to  open  to  the 
people  the  avenues  to  a  more  extensive  and  genial  culture.^ 

In  the  Second  Report,  the  Board  repeat  the  words  we  have 
quoted  from  the  First,  and  add :  **  T?iis  declaration  cannot 
be  too  ofien  or  too  forcibly  impresed  on  the  minds  of  the 
people.    Use  Cabefullt.    Retubn  Pbomptly.     These  are 
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the  two  fundamervtdl  rules  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  the 
library  must  rest.  When  these  rules  shall  be  disregarded^  the 
library  must  cease  to  exist.  In  connection  with  these  remarks 
in  relation  to  the  history  and  operations  of  our  institution, 
we  are  prompted  very  briefly  to  notice  an  extraordinaiy 
declaration  made  by  our  somewhat  noted  countryman  Eliha 
Burritt,  in  a  work  recently  published  by  him  in  London, 
entitled  Walks  in  the  Black  Country  and  its  Green 
Border  Land.  It  should  be  understood  that  the  term 
Black  Country  is  used  in  England  to  designate  that  part  of 
the  land  that  has  Birmingham  for  its  centre ;  ^  black  by  day 
and  red  by  night,"  the  region  of  clanging  hammers  and  roar- 
ing furnaces.  Looking  over  its  leaves  in  a  desultory  man- 
ner, the  attention  of  one  of  our  number  was  arrested  by  the 
words  ^  Free  Library,"  on  the  seventy-eighth  page.  There, 
will  be  foupd  an  account  of  the  Birmingham  Free  Public 
Library,  which  will  be  interesting  to  all  who  share  in  the 
desire  that  the  people  may  have  free  access  to  the  means  of 
knowledge.  Connected  with  this  account  is  the  following 
extraordinary  statement.  Speaking  of  the  establishment  of 
the  library  by  the  people,  he  says:  ''They  did  what  no 
community  in  America  has  yet  done ;  and  in  the  doing  of  it 
they  have  taken  a  step  in  advance  of  any  thing  we  have  ac- 
complished in  this  department  of  popular  education.  We 
have  taxed  every  man,  whether  he  has  children  or  not,  to 
open  and  support  free  schools ;  but  we  have  never  gone  so 
far  as  to  levy  a  rate  upon  the  population  of  a  town  to  estab- 
lish a  Free  Librart.  In  this  the  Birmingham  people  have 
beaten  the  most  enlightened  and  munificent  community  in 
America.  To  their  credit  and  our  reproach  be  this  said ;  or 
jf  not  to  our  reproach,  then  to  our  stimulus  in  following  this 
'example." 

Can  it  be  believed  that  a  statement  so  ridiculously  fisJse 
was  written  and  published  in  the  year  1868  by  a  Massachu- 
setts man,  called  or  mis-called  learned,  and  commissioned  to 
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represent  his  country  as  Consular  Agent  in  one  of  the  most 
important  cities  of  Great  Britain?  This  learned  Consul  is, 
as  we  have  said,  a  Massachusetts  man ;  for  many  years  a 
resident  of  Worcester,  within  two  hours'  ride  of  the  city  of 
Boston .  Now  this  same  city  of  Boston,  actually  has  to-day, 
and  had  when  Mr.  Burritt  sent  forth  his  complacent  compli- 
ment to  Birmingham  and  the  Black  Country,  and  his  dispar- 
aging whine  over  the  darkened  condition  of  Boston  and  its 
vicinity,  a  Free  Public  Municipal  Library,  ten  times  as  large 
as  that  of  which  he  was  boasting,  and  whose  doors  had  then 
been  opened  to  the  whole  population  for  more  than  fourteen 
years.  This  library  of  the  people  commenced  its  operations 
about  the  time  that  the  people  of  Birmingham,  by  a  vote 
taken  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Parliament^  refused  by  a  very 
large  Tnajority  to  allow  themselves  to  be  taxed  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  support  of  a  municipal  library.  Boston  being 
thus  left  ignobly  out  in  the  cold.  New  Bedford  must  of  course 
bear  her  Company.  We  must,  being  of  Massachusetts,  share 
with  the  capital  of  New  England  in  the  reproach  of  allowing 
the  Black  Country  of  England  to  beat  us  in  the  work  of 
opening  libraries  for  the  people. 

For  two  reasons  we  feel  that  we  have  a  special  right  to 
expose  the  ignorance  of  this  learned  worker  in  iron,  for  we 
claim  that  ours  was  the  pioneer  institution  of  this  character ; 
and  we  know  that  the  trustees  have  taken  much  pains  to 
communicate  to  the  people  of  England  as  well  as  to  our  own, 
the  facts  in  relation  to  its  establishment  and  early  history. 
Now,  it  surprises  us  not  a  little  that  a  man  so  learned,  so 
enraptured  at  the  thought  that  "  the  thirsty  masters  of  Bir- 
mingham are  drinking  at  this  fountain  of  their  own  opening 
and  ownership,"  should  himself  be  so  ignorant  of  the  con- 
tents of  this  free  drinking  establishment. 

We  kave  before  us  a  work  published  in  London  in  1859, 
entitled,  "Memoirs  of  Libraries,"  by  Edward  Edwards.  It 
is  a  most  exhaustive  production  in  two  volumes,  and  about 
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2000  pages ;  one  of  the  most  complete  and  reliable  works 
upon  the  subject  ever  issued  from  the  press.  This  learned 
English  book,  which  was  upon  the  shelves  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Free  Public  Library  and  upon  the  catalogue  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Collection  when  Burritt  wrote  his  work,  contains 
a  fall  account  ot  this  and  of  the  Boston  institution.  'There 
are  in  it  large  quotations  from  the  annual  reports  of  both. 

The  account  of  our  Library,  so  creditable  to  our  City  and 
so  true,  an  account  which  gave  the  facts  of  its  establishment 
and  prosperity  to  the  whole  world,  excepting  the  United 
States  Consular  Agent  at  Birmingham,  is  found  upon  the 
217th  page  of  the  second  volume.  The  author  gives  the 
entire  act  of  our  General  Court,  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  free  libraries  by  the  cities  and  towns  of  our  State, 
and  says :  •*  The  first  town  to  take  action  under  this  statute 
was  New  Bedford,  by  whose  Council  a  Free  Library  was 
established  in  August,  1852.  The  proprietors  of  a  subscrip- 
tion or  '  Social  Library,'  transferred  their  collection  to  the 
new  foundation,  which  was  opened  for  public  use  on  the  Sd 
of  Marckj  1853,  with  about  6,000  volumes.  This  number 
has  been,  within  about  three  years,  increased  to  9,000 ;  and 
in  their  Fourth  Report,  the  Trustees  are  enabled  to  affirm, 
that  **  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  no  act  of  the  municipal 
authorities  of  New  Bedford  has  reached  by  its  recreative  and 
improving  operation  so  large  a  part  of  our  population,  and 
probably  none  has  ever  met  so  universally  and  deeply  the 
approbation  of  the  people.  A  Free  Pvblio  Library  is  the 
crowning  glory  of  the  nystem  of  public  educatiouy  which  has 
been  from  our  earliest  history  the  pride  of  Massachusetts.'* 

Such  is  the  account  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New 
Bedford,  as  it  existed  from  twelve  to  sixteen  years  before  the 
work  of  Elihu  Burritt  issued  from  the  London  press ;  such 
the  character  and  history  of  the  institution — a  large  and 
flourishing  municipal  undertaking  when  the  CapitoPof  the 
Black  Country  was  in  the  blackness  of  darkness,  as  far  as 
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free  public  libraries  were  concerned.  The  six  thousand  vol- 
umes have  become  twenty-one  thousand ;  a  number  not  much 
below  that  collection  which  is  the  boast  of  an  English  city  of 
300,000  inhabitants,  whose  establishment  and  growth  our 
New  England  enlightener  and  philanthropist  would  fain  hold 
up  for  oiu"  rebuke  and  imitation.  It  is  evident  that  New 
Bedford  needs  neither  his  commiseration  nor  his  advice. 

With  this  Report  we  publish,  as  usual,  our  list  of  dona- 
tions for  the  year.  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  see  that  it 
contains  a  larger  number  of  individual  donors  than  any  which 
has  been  published  for  many  years.  The  whole  number  of 
contributions,  not  including  newspapers  or  prmts,  is  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  —  volumes  bound  and  unbound,  two 
hundred  and  sixty — pamphlets,  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine.  We  are  gratified  to  know,  that  those  whose  contribu- 
tions it  has  given  us  pleasure  to  chronicle  in  former  years, 
are  still  mindful  of  us.  From  the  Hon.  T.  D.  Eliot,  Hon. 
Joseph  Grinnell  and  Samuel  Rodman,  Esq.,  all  names 
found  upon  the  records  of  former  years,  we  have  received 
one  hundred  and  forty-three  volumes.  Valuable  manuscripts 
have  been  placed  in  our  hands  by  DAAm[)  Brayton,  Esq.,  and 
a  volume  of  newspapers  by  Mrs.  Thomas  A.  Greene.  A 
donation  from  William  H.  Farrington,  Esq.,  of  New 
York,  has  been  received,  consisting  of  highly  valuable  and 
most  acceptable  portraits  of  Lincoln,  Grant,  Sherman  and 
Thomas.  These  pictures  are  in  the  highest  style  of  copper- 
plate engraving,  and  their  accuracy  as  portraits  gives  to  them 
a  double  value.  For  these  and  many  other  valuable  contribu- 
tions to  our  institution  the  Trustees  feel  it  a  pleasure,  as  well 
as  a  duty,  thus  publicly  to  thank  the  generous  donors. 

Donations  of  a  diflferent  character  have,  during  the  year, 
added  to  the  value  and  attractiveness  of  the  Free  Libraiy 
collection.  From  William  A.  Wall,  Esq.,  we  have  re- 
ceived, beautifully  and  richly  framed,  a  portrait  painted  by 
him,  of  the  late  Thomas  A.  Greene. 
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In  the  appendix  to  this  Report,  will  be  found  a  transcript 
from  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  containing  an  ex- 
pression of  their  pleasure  and  gratitude  at  the  reception  of 
the  portrait  of  one  so  well-known,  so  highly  esteemed  and  so 
universally  lamented.  With  regard  to  our  departed  friend 
and  fellow-laborer  in  the  cause  of  popular  education  and  a 
generous  culture,  there  is  no  call  upon  us  to  add  anything  to 
the  feeling  and  faithful  tribute  contained  in  the  last  year's 
report  of  the  Trustees  and  its  appendix.  In  no  spot  could  a 
portrait  of  Thomas  A.  Greene  be  more  appropriately  placed, 
than  in  the  Free  Public  Library. 

A  transcript  of  our  records  has  conveyed  to  Mr.  Wall,  the 
thanks  of  the  Trustees  for  his  valuable  donation. 

Another  valuable  picture  has  been  placed  in  our  possession 
during  the  year,  and  now  occupies  a  conspicuous  position 
upon  the  walls  of  our  Library  Room.  It  is  a  portrait  of 
James  B.  CoNaDON,  Esq.,  by  Mr.  J.  O.  Eaton,  of  New  York. 
The  circumstances  under  which  this  fine  work  of  art  and 
most  faithM  portrait,  was  executed  and  has  come  into  the 
possession  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  are  fully  set  forth  in 
our  appendix.  To  those  of  our  inhabitants  who  have  seen  it 
we  need  not  say,  that  no  more  truthful  likeness  has  ever  been 
placed  upon  canvass ;  and  it  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  record 
the  fact,  that  our  most  competent  judges  are  unanimous  in  the 
declaration  that  as  a  work  of  art,  it  has,  in  this  department, 
no  superior  in  our  city.  Not  alone  because  we  see  in  these 
portraits  the  features  we  have  long  looked  upon  and  would 
fain  transmit  to  the  knowledge  of  those  who  are  to  come 
after  us,  do  we  regard  them  as  valuable  additions  to  our  Mu- 
nicipal Library.  A  portrait  executed  by  a  hand  which  genius 
and  long  and  deep  study  have  guided  in  giving  upon  canvas 
a  likeness  of  the  human  face  and  form  is  more  than  a  memo- 
rial of  friendship  or  honor.  It  is,  like  all  other  works  of  art 
which  bear  the  stamp  of  genius,  valuable  because  that  stamp 
is  upon  it.     It  has  in  it  those  elements  of  power  and  beauty 
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that  axe,  in  a  great  measure,  independent  of  the  individual 
whose  features  are  portrayed,  and  it  claims  and  receives  a 
place  among  the  creations  of  genius  to  impart  gratification, 
and  aid  in  the  great  work  of  human  culture  and  develop- 
ment through  all  time.  It  becomes  one  of  those  creations 
which  teach  the  lesson  so  musically  and  feelingly  conveyed 
by  the  lines  of  our  own  Whittier,  when  he  spoke  of  the 
lovely  works  of  nature  as  teachers  of  the  beautiful. 

'^Wkere,  under  rainbows  of  perpetual  showers 

God's  gardens  of  the  deep 

His  patient  aneels  keep ; 
Gladdening  the  dim  stranoe  solitude 

With  fairest  forms  and  hues,  and  thus 

Forever  teaching  us 
The  lesson,  which  the  many-colored  skies, 
The  brightness  of  the  human  countenance, 
The  play  of  smiles,  the  magic  of  a  glance, 

Forever  more  repeat, 

In  varied  tones  and  sweet, 
That  Beauty  in  and  of  itself  is  good  ! " 

It  is,  therefore,  in  full  harmony  with  the  design  of  our  in- 
stitution to  gather  within  its  walls,  not  only  the  portraits  of 
those  we  would  remember  and  to  whom  we  would  do  honor, 
but  all  good  pictures,  all  good  works  of  art,  all  the  beautiful 
creations  of  genius,  because  all  such  works  have  the  same 
power  to  interest,  to  instruct,  to  elevate  that  belongs  to  the 
sublime  songs  of  Milton,  Burke,  Tennyson,  Whittier  and 
Longfellow.  We  would  give  our  feeble  testimony  to  the 
value  of  such  teachings ;  and  would  do  all  in  our  power  to 
diffuse  among  our  community  the  ability  to  recognize,  to 
enjoy  and  to  profit  by  them.  We  trust  that  all  who  shall  here- 
after be  connected  with  the  management  of  our  Library,  or 
Influential  in  its  affairs,  will  keep  this  steadily  in  view,  and  do 
what  they  may  to  bring  about  the  establishment,  in  connec- 
tion with  it,  of  a  Galleiy  of  Pictures.  There  are  those,  men 
of  genius  and  lovers  of  art,  who,  impressed  with  the  great 
value  of  such  an  accessory  to  our  highest  educational  institu- 
tion, are  waiting  for  the  time  when  provision  of  a  proper 
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place  shall  be  made,  to  aid  in  filling  it  by  valuable  contribu- 
tions. Are  there  not  some  among  us  who  will  show  tfaeir 
zeal  and  interest  in  this  work,  by  making  a  beginning  to  a 
contribution  for  a  suitable  building  ?  The  erection  of  a  galle- 
ly  where  works  of  art  may  be  safely  kept  and  properly 
exhibited,  would  go  far  towards  bringing  them  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  City.* 

The  necrology  of  the  Free  Public  Library  has  already  had 
a  beginning,  and  the  duty  devolves  npon  us,  because  of  the 
decease,  during  the  past  year,  of  men  whose  names  are  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  connected  with  the  history  of  our  institu- 
tion, to  continue  the  record.  Since  our  last  report  was  pre- 
sented three  persons  have  died  whose  names  are  found  upon 
our  records — John  Mason  Williams,  James  Arnold  and 
Joshua  C.  Stone. 

In  the  address  that  was  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  the 
laying  the  comer-stone  of  the  Library  building,  August 
28th,  1856,  the  speaker  alluded  to  the  Hon.  John  M.  Wil- 
liams as  one  of  the  two  individuals  then  surviving,  of  those 
who  were  influential  in  establishing  the  first  Library  in  New 
Bedford,  in  1803, f  and  these  are  the  orator's  words  :  «*The 
two  yet  live,  and  one  of  these,  aflber  impressing  upon  our 
forming  tendencies  the  stamp  of  a  wisdom  early  matured, 
and  of  an  intellectual  superiority  which  all  acknowledged, 
giving  profitable  direction  and  imparting  elevating  and  refi- 
ning influences,  with  a  modesty  that  gave  no  room  for  envy, 
and  a  quiet  inflexibility  of  purpose  which  gave  supremacy  to 
virtue,  and  extorted  even  from  vice,  an  unwilling  tribute  to 
virtue's  loveliness,  left  us,  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  consecrated 
abilities,  to  give  them,  away  from  us,  to  a  higher  sphere  of 
duty,  and  a  more  honored  if  not  a  more  honorable  field  of 
action.** 

*  Aa  addition  could  be  made  to  the  Library  Building  large  enough  for  this 
purpoae,  without,  to  any  extent,  impairing  its  symmetry. 
fWilliam  H.  Allen,  Esq.,  was  the  other. 
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'*But  the  season  for  retirement  has  come;  and  our  early 
benefactor,  upon  whom  the  winter  of  age  has  fallen  "frostly 
but  kindly,"  is  looking  to  his  early  home  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Acushnet,  with  the  purpose  in  hb  heart  of  closing  here 
his  protracted  and  useful  life.  We  tender  to  him  a  cordial 
welcome.  Happy  shall  we  be  to  enjoy  the  mellow  radiance 
of  the  evening,  as  our  fathers  did  tiie  brighter  splendor  of' 
the  morning  light.  That  the  days  of  the  years  of  the  life  of 
John  Mason  Williams  may  be  protracted  and  happy  is  the 
aspiration  of  all." 

He  came,  the  second  time,  among  us,  and  the  aspiration 
was  fulfilled.  His  days  were  protracted  and  happy,  and  we 
enjoyed  the  mellow  radiance  of  the  evening  light.* 

In  the  year  1866,  the  Hon.  James  Arnold  manifested  his 
interest  in  the  library  by  a  donation  of  < 'Audubon's  Birds  of 
America."  Notice  is  taken  of  this  munificent  gift  in  the 
Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees,  in  connection  with 
which  there  is  a  copy  from  the  records  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Board  upon  its  reception.  "This  work,"  say  the 
Trustees,  "so  rich  and  so  rare,  the  most  elaborate  and  per- 
fect contribution  to  Natural  History  ever  made,  is  an  acqui- 
sition to  the  treasures  of  the  Public  Library,  of  which  they 
may,  without  impropriety  be  proud.  Such  is  its  rarity  and 
beauty,  that  the  possession,  of  itself,  may  be  regarded  as 
giving  a  character  and  standing  to  the  institution  in  which  it 
is  found.  While  the  people  of  New  Bedford  will  rejoice  in 
this  valuable  addition  to  their  library,  they  will  gratefully 
remember  that  this  act  is  but  the  continuance  of  a  course  of 
generosity  and  beneficence  which  has  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  blessed  the  community  in  which  the  donor  resides. 
To  Mr.  Arnold  we  are  also  indebted  for  another  work  of 
great  rarity  and  value,  "Walton's  Polyglot  Bible,"  London, 
1657,  six  volumes. 

*See  appendix. 
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Mr.  Arnold  and  Judge  Williams  died  within  a  few  days  of 
each  other,  both  of  them  over  four  score  and  seven  years 
of  age.  With  both  of  them  New  Bedford  was  the  scene  of 
their  opening  career  of  life.  The  first  named  remained 
always  with  us,  and  the  other  returned,  and  when  "the  end 
of  earth"  had  come  to  them,  there  was  found  standing  around 
their  ashes  groups  of  mourners  composed,  almost  identically, 
of  the  same  individuals.  Judge  Williams  attended  the 
funeral  of  his  early  and  life-long  friend.* 

Hon.  Joshua  C.  Stone  was  in  the  year  1863  a  member, 
elected  at  large,  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library.  That  he  held  that  position  is  a  reason  why  it  is 
proper  that  we  should  notice  his  death ;  although  there  is 
nothing  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  that  office  that  would, 
of  itself,  call  for  a  demonstration  of  regret  and  of  respect 
so  deep  and  so  extensive  as  we  have  witnessed  at  the  depar- 
ture of  this  amiable  man  and  accomplished  jurist. 

The  men  whose  names,  in  this  brief  necrology,  we  have 
associated  with  his,  were  allowed  to  spread  -  around  them  the 
brightness  and  ftillness^  of  their  talents  and  virtues  to  the 
utmost  limit  of  human  existence.  He  was  stricken  down  in 
the  meridian  of  life,  and  has  left  us  mourners  over  blasted 
hopes  and  disappointed  anticipations. 

"  The  hand  of  the  reaper 

Takes  the  ears  that  are  hoarj, 
Bat  the  voice  of  the  weeper 

.  Wails  manhood  in  glory. 
The  autumn  winds  rushing 

Wafl  the  leaves  that  are  searest, 
But  our  flower  was  in  flushing, 

When  blifirhiing  was  nearest."  f 

Thus  closes  our  brief  notices  of  the  dead.  It  is  needless 
for  us  to  do  more  than  to  allude  to  their  departure  and  our 
loss ;  for  others  with  stronger  claims  and  richer  ability  to  put 
them  forth  have  been  before  us ;  and  we  shall  add  to  the 

♦See  Appendix. 
fSee  Appendix. 
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interest  and  value  of  our  Report,  by  giving  at  its  close  the 
hgnorable  and  feeling  testimonials  which  have  been  called 
forth  by  the  death  of  our  valued  fellow-citizens.* 

While  we  write,  we  are  enjoying  the  pleasant  warmth  and 
purity  of  atmosphere,  and  the  gratifying  conviction  of  safety 
which  are  the  result  of  the  new  arrangements  for  heating, 
which  have  been,  through  the  thoughtful  liberality  of  the 
City  Council  and  the  eflEicient  labors  of  its  appropriate  com- 
mittee, introduced  into  the  Library  Building,  during  the 
year.  The  four  furnaces,  ineflScient  and  dangerous,  have 
been  removed.  That  we  have  in  our  rooms  air  that  is  both 
pure  and  warm,  in  the  ^place  of  that  which  was  neither  one 
nor  the  other,  is  not  the  only  thing  about  the  change  that  it 
is  pleasant  to  contemplate.  We  are  freed  from  the  dust,  so 
ruinous  to  our  books  and  pictures,  which  has  ever  attended 
the  use  of  a  furnace ;  we  have  an  atmosphere  less  injurious 
to  the  binding  of  the  books ;  all  our  rooms  are  comfortably 
and  continuously  heated;  the  vestibule,  above  and  below, 
hitherto  so  cold  that  it  was  a  source  of  much  inconvenience 
to  those  who  were  often  obliged  to  wait  there,  is  now  as  com- 
fortable as  any  part  of  the  building ;  and,  though  last  not 
least,  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  we  have  all 
this  increased  safety  and  comfort  from  an  expenditure  of  coal 
that  we  are  confident  will  not  exceed,  and  which  we  have 
reason  to  believe  will  not  equal,  that  which  was  necessary 
under  the  old  and  inefficient  plan  of  operations. 

The  items  and  operations  of  the  credit,  known  upon  the 

books  of  the  City  Treasurer  as  "  the  funds  of  the  Trustees 

of  the  Free  Public  Library,'*  are  as  follows : 

Balance  as  per  our  last  report,  $478.82 

Income  from  the  <<  Howland  "  and  <<  Moi^gan  "  funds,  182.00 

$660.82 
Expended  during  the  year,  127.00 

Balance  unexpended,  $583.82 

*See  Appendix  for  notices  of  James  Arnold,  John  M.  Williams  and  Joshua 
C.  Stone. 
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The  balances  of  the  several  accounts  are  as  follows : 

Georee  Howland,  Jr.,  fund,  (income,)  $262  57 

Charles  W.  Morgan  fund,  (income,)  111.S5 

Horticultural  Society  fund,  84.40 

Charles  Congdon  fund,  75.00 

Total  as  above,  $538.82 

Our  "  Supplementary  Catalogue ''  is  about  ready  for  the 
binder.  It  has  been  long  in  press,  —  longer  than  at  first 
was  supposed  to  have  been  necessary ;  but  perfect  accuracj 
was  demanded,  great  care  was  required,  constant  changes 
called  for,  and  all  this  was  incompatible  with  hasty  action. 

To  meet  the  expense  of  the  binding,  and  allow  an  expen- 
diture for  our  general  operations  equal  to  what  has  hitherto 
been  found  necessary,  will  require  a  small  addition  to  the 
annual  appropriation  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  presented. 


Andrew  G.  Pibroe, 
Horatio  Hathawat, 
George  H.  Dunbar, 
George  Rowland,  Jr., 
Warren  Ladd, 
James  B.  Congdon, 


Trustees. 


New  Bedford,  January  1st,  1869. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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PORTRAIT  OF  JAMES  B.  CONGDON. 


Nbw  Bbdfokd,  August  17th,  1868. 
Jambs  B.  Conodon,  Esq.,  New  Bedford : 

BtOT  <SSr,  We,  the  undersigned,  jour  friends  and  neighbors,  remembering 
the  long  years  which  you  have  devoted  to  the  public  sendee,  deare  to  express 
in  some  permanent  form,  our  appreciation  of  your  ability,  industiy,  and  emi- 
nent usefulness  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  community.  We  gratefully 
recognize  the  fiict,  that  no  man  has  ever  labored  with  more  devotion  and 
faithfulness,  and  with  greater  usefulness,  in  advancing  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual growth  and  the  material  prosperity  of  New  Bedford.  Your  life  has 
been  given  to  the  work  with  unsurpassed  fidelity. 

As  a  favor  to  us,  wluch  we  trust  will  not  be  displeasing  to  you,  we  beg  that 
you  will  allow  us  to  have  painted  by  some  artist  of  distinction,  a  portrait  of 
yourself,  which,  when  completed,  we  shall  desire  to  have  placed  in  the 
Public  Library,  there  to  remain,  reminding  us  of  your  eminent  labors  in  our 
behalf,  and  inciting  our  descendants  to  imitate  your  many  virtues. 

Very  truly,  your  fiiends, 


WILLIAM  W.  CRAPO, 
JONATHAN  BODKNE,  Jb., 
ABRAHAM  BARKER, 
THOMAS  MANDELL, 
'  J.  C.  DELANO, 
GEORGE  O.  CROCKER, 
OLIVER  PRESCOTT, 
WILUAM  J.  ROTCH, 
EDWARD  W.  HOWLAND, 
CHARLES  L.  WOOD, 
JOHN  H.  CLIFFORD, 


GIDEON  ALLEN, 
ANDREW  G.  PIERCE, 
MATTHEW  HOWLAND, 
THOMAS  NYE,  Jb., 
CHARLES  H.  LEONARD, 
HENRY  T.  WOOD, 
LOUM  SNOW, 
THOMAS  KNOWLES, 
A.  H.  SEABURY, 
THOMAS  S.  HATHAWAY, 
JOSEPH  GRINNELL, 
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HENRT  TABEB,  THOMAS  D.  ELIOT, 

EDWARD  C.  JONES,  GEORGE  ROWLAND,  Jb^ 

DAVID  R.  GREENE,  HENRY  H.  CRAPO, 

CHARLES  R.  TUCKER,  W.  C.  N.  SYHFT, 

OTIS  SEABURY,  ROBERT  C.  PITMAN, 

WARD  Jl.  PARKER,  WILLIAM  C.  TABER, 

J.  SWIFT,  Jr.,  WILLIAM  PHILLIPS, 

PARDON  TILLINGHAST,  BENJAMIN  RODMAN, 

WILLIAM  HATHAWAY,  Jr.,  JOSHUA  C.  STONE. 
L  D.  HALL, 

New  Bedford,  Angost  21,  1868. 

To  Messrs.  William  W.  Crapo,  Jonathan  Bourne,  Jr.,  Abraham 
Barker,  and  others^  citizens  of  New  Bedford: 

Gentlemen  and  Friends,  There  is  no  form  of  words  at  my  command, 
which  can  adequately  express  the  emotions  excited  by  your  note  of  the  17th 
instant  How  can  I  give  utterance  to  the  mingled  feelings  of  surpnae  and 
gradtude  which  accompany  its  perusal  ? 

And  can  it  be  that  my  humble  efforts  in  behalf  of  this  belored  city  of  ours 
have  been  thought  worthy  of  a  recognition  like  this  ?  It  elevates  those  labors 
in  my  own  estimation,  when  I  look  upon  them  in  the  light  of  this  tesdmonial 
to  their  extent  and  character.  I  should  show  myself  wholly  unworthy  of  this 
expression  of  approbation  and  regard,  did  I  not,  as  I  read  the  communication 
ju  which  it  is  conveyed,  and  look  upon  the  long  list  of  honored  and  honorable 
names  from  which  it  derives  its  high  character  and  value,  feel  that  such  a  tes- 
timonial could  not  have  been  bestowed  upon  so  humble  an  indivnal  as  myself, 
had  there  not  been  some  circumstances  in  my  past  and  present  relations  to 
the  inhabitants  of  New  Bedford  of  a  character  somewhat  peculiar  and  inter- 
esting. 

You  have  been  pleaded,  in  your  note,  to  attach  to  my  efforts  for  <*advane- 
ing  the  moral  and  intellectual  growth  and  the  material  prosperity "  of  our 
City,  a  degree  of  importance,  far  exceeding  any  estimate  which  it  has  ever 
entered  into  my  thought  to  connect  with  my  labors  for  the  welfare  of  tins 
community.  But  this  I  m£^  without  impropriety  assert,  that  even  your 
friendly  and  partial  estimate  of  the  results  of  those  efforts  falls  fiir  shprt  of 
the  measure  of  my  wishes  and  aspirations  for  the  prosperity  of  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Bedford. 

For  this  friendly  expression  of  your  regard,  and  for  the  kindness  which  hat 
prompted  you  to  convey  to  me  the  assurance  of  your  approbation,  I  retom  to 
you  my  heartfelt  thanks. 

From  the  future,  but  little  can  be  expected  or  hoped.  The  shadows  of 
evening  are  gathering  around  my  path,  and  with  me  the  period  of  suceesBfbl 
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activity  in  any  of  the  pursnits  of  life  is  near  its  close.  But  let  me  assure 
you,  gentlemen,  that  my  future,  whatever  results  it  may  exhibit,  will  be  made 
brighter  and  happier  by  the  possession  of  the  evidence  of  youf  friendly 
recognition  of  my  labors  in  the  past 

Whatever  there  may  be  required  of  me,  that  your  intentions  with  regard 
to  the  portrait  may  be  carried  into  effect,  I  shall  be  ready  to  perform  when 
the  selected  artist  shall  signify  his  wishes. 

And  when  the  work  shall  be  done,  and  a  place  shall  be  found  for  it  upon 
the  walls  of  our  Frkb  Public  Library,  I  shall  be  fully  rewarded  for  all 
my  labors,  so  long  continued  and  so  cheerfully  bestowed  in  its  behalf,  if  it 
shall  be  influential,  to  any  extent,  in  keeping  full  the  ranks  of  a  body  of 
enlightened  and  devoted  public  servants,  charged  with  the  guardianship  of 
the  noblest  of  our  Public  Institutions. 

With  heartfelt  wishes  for  your  .welfare,  I  am,  gentlemen. 

Truly  and  gratefully  your  friend, 

James  Bunker  Conodon. 

PRESENTATION  CEREMONY. 

The  portrait  having  been  completed,  it  was  placed  in  the 
Kcture  Room  of  Taber  Brothers,  and  on  the  evening  of 
December  22nd,  was  exhibited  to  a  large  gathering  of  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies,  the  subscribers  to  the  portrait  and  their 
friends.  A  short  time  after  the  company  had  assembled, 
William  TV.  Crapo,  Esq.,  in  behalf  of  the  donors  of  the 
picture  read  the  following  letter : 

New  Bedford,  Dec.  22d,  1868. 
Eon.  Andrew  0,  Pierce^  Mayor : 

Dear  Sir  : — A  few  months  since  it  was  suggested  that  some  recognition 
of  the  long-continued,  efficient  and  faithful  services  of  James  B.  Congdoa 
was  due  from  the  citizens  of  New  Bedford. 

While  it  would  have  been  appropriate  for  the  Citj  Grovemment,  in  its 
corporate  capacity,  to  have  taken  action  directly  in  the  matter ;  yet  a  few  of 
his  friends  and  neighbors,  feeling  assured  that  a  less  formal  course  would  be 
more  pleasing  to  him,  have  sought  to  testify,  in  some  other  way,  their  own 
gratitude  and  appreciation,  as  well  as  the  esteem  and  honor  of  their  fellow 
citizens.  And  it  has  seemed  to  them  that  it  would  not  be  an  inappropriate 
expression  of  tikis  feeling  to  place  among  the  possessions  of  the  City,  a 
portrait  of  Mr.  Congdon,  which  should  not  only  preserve  for  themselves  and 
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their  children  a  correct  representation  of  hift  familiar  and  venerable  features, 
bat  which  should  also  be  valuable  in  itself  as  a  work  of  art 

For  this  purpose  they  have  employed  Mr.  J.  O.  £aton,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  portrait  painters  in  the  country,  whose  success  in  this  work  is  a 
source  of  much  gratification. 

And  now,  Mr.  Mayor,  in  behalf  of  my  associates,  I  present,  through  you, 
to  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  this  portrait  of  Mr.  Congdon.  Upon  your 
acceptance  of  it,  it  becomes  the  property  of  the  City.  Its  givers  suggest  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  confide  its  custody  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  PnbHc 
Library  and  their  successors,  who,  it  is  believed,  will  care  for  it  as  a  precious 
possession,  valuable  in  ^tself  and  rich  in  its  associations  as  the  likeness  of  a 
fidthful  public  servant  and  a  beloved  citizen. 

Accompanying  this,  I  hand  you  the  correspondence  between  the  donors 

and  Mr.  Congdon,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  placed  on  the  files  of  the 

City. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

William  W.  Crapo. 


To  which  His  Honor  Mayor  Pierce  responded : 

New  Bedford,  12  ma  22,  1868. 
WiUiam'W.  Crapo,  Esq,: 

Mt  Dkar  Sir  : — I  fully  appreciate  the  motives  that  have  prompted  you 
and  your  associates,  to  have  executed,  this  truly  life-like  portrait  of  our 
esteemed  and  honored  friend.  It  is  well  that  the  memory  of  one  who  has 
been  so  prominent  in  public ;  one  who  has  been  associated  for  so  long  a 
number  of  years  with  our  town  and  city,  should  be  treasured  in  future  years. 
In  what  more  fitting  and  appropriate  manner  could  this  be  done,  than  by 
preserving  upon  canvas  the  familiar  features  and  form  of  him  whom  we 
desire  to  remember  and  honor  ?  You  and  I,  as  well  as  many  others  here, 
know  something  of  the  labor  and  services  he  has  rendered,  for  the  moat  part 
a  free  offering,  to  our  town  and  city.  He  is  associated  with  our  boyhooS 
remembrances  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  and  in  these  latter  years  we 
know  practically  of  the  zeal  and  watchfulness  that  he  continues  to  have  finr 
the  wel&re  and  interests  of  all  that  pertains  to  the  prosperity  and  advance- 
ment of  our  City.  Therefore  it  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  me  to  be  the 
medium,  as  Mayor  of  the  City  and  therefore  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Ldbrary,  to  receive  this  portrait  to  be  placed  at 
you  request  in  the  Library  of  that  Institution,  there  to  remain  as  a  reminder 
of  the  appreciation  by  his  fellow-citizens  of  one  who  through  a  long  number 
of  years  served  his  town  and  city  honorably  and  well.    And  I  venture  in 
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advance  to  thank  you  and  your  associates  for  them  and  for  all  our  citizens 

for  80  valuable  an  addition  to  their  collection  of  works  of  knowledge  and  of 

art 

Tours,  very  respectfully, 

Andrew  G.  Fiebob,  Mayor. 


The  picture,  as  is  generally  known,  is  from  the  easel  of 
Mr.  J.  O.  Eaton,  an  eminent  artist  of  New  York  who  was 
invited  here  for  the  purpose  of  painting  this  portrait.  We 
express  the  opinion  of  every  one  who  has  seen  it  when  we 
say  that,  as  a  poiirait,  it  is  faultless,  and  as  a  work  of  art  it 
fully  sustains  the  high  reputation  Mr.  Eaton  deservedly 
enjoys.  The  painting  is  framed  tastefully  in  gilt,  encased 
in  black-walnut  and,  aside  from  the  interesting  associations 
connected  with  it,  will  be  valued  for  its  artistic  merit. 

RECEPTION  BT  THE  TRUSTEES. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Library  held 
December  26.  1868,  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  as  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  presented  to  the  meeting  the  papers 
connected  with  the  execution  of  the  portrait  of  James  B. 
C!oNGDON,  and  its  presentation  to  the  City. 

He  stated  that  the  portrait  was  now  at  the  exhibition 
rooms  of  the  Messrs.  Taber  Bros.,  where,  in  accordance 
with  an  arrangement  which  had  been  made  previous  to  its 
transfer  to  the  City,  it  was  to  remain  for  a  few  days. 

He  regarded  the  picture  as  valuable  to  the  Library  and  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City ;  not  only  a3  a  work  which  would 
convey  to  future  generations  a  faithful  likeness  of  our 
esteemed  fellow  citizen  and  associate,  but  as  a  work  of  art 
surpassed  by  few,  if  any,  in  the  country  in  this  department 
of  the  domain  of  painting. 

He  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 
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BeacHved^  That  as  the  representatives  of  the  inhabitaoh  of  New  Bedford, 
we  are  gratified  at  receiving  for  the  Free  Public  Library  this  exceedingly 
beautiful  and  valuable  work  of  art,  that  we  will  gladly  take  it  -into  onr 
custody,  and  cherish  it  as  among  the  most  highly  prized  poesessions  of  the 
institution. 

Resolved^  That  individually,  and  as  representing  the  people  of  the  City,  we 
tender  our  wannest  thanks  to  the  gentlemen,  our  friends  and^fellow  citizens, 
at  whose  request  and  at  whose  expense  this  portrait  has  been  executed — a 
portrait  so  valuable  to  us  as  a  work  of  the  highest  artistic  character,  and  so 
dear  to  us  as  the  life-like  resemblance  of  our  friend  and  associate. 

Eesolved,  That  it  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  be  allowed  to  place  upon  oar 
records  the  correspondence  which  has  been  connected  with  the  execution  of 
the  portrait,  and  with  its  presentation  to  the  City,  uniting  as  we  do  with  our 
fellow  citizens  whose  grateful  liberality  has  placed  it  in  our  possession,  in  the 
sentiments  and  feelings  which  gave  origin  to  the  movement  and  which  have 
had  so  satisfactory  a  conclusion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Library  take  charge  of  the  portrait 
as  soon  as  the  present  arrangements  with  the  Messrs.  Taber  shall  terminate, 
and  place  it  in  a  proper  situation  in  the  Library  Room. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  record  be  presented  to  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  the  Library  is  indebted  for  this  valuable  donation,  and  to  J.  O.  Eaton, 
Esq.,  the  artist 

The  portrait  was  placed  in  the  Library  Room  on  the  13th 
of  January,  and  occupies  the  recess  between  the  two  en- 
trance doors  at  the  south  end  of  the  room. 
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PORTRAIT  OF  THOMAS  A.  GREENE. 

'  At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
December  26th,  1868,  James  B.  Congdon  directed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Trustees  to  the  beautiful  and  faithful  portrait  of 
the  late  Thomas  A.  Greene,  which  was  placed  before  them. 

He  communicated  to  the  Board  the  interesting  and  agreeiu- 
ble  fact,  that  the  portrait  was  the  work  of  our  esteemed 
fellow  citizen  and  meritorious  artist,  William  A.  Wall,  Esq., 
and  that  Mr.  Wall  had  presented  it,  with  its  appropriate  and 
costly  frame,  to  the  City  of  New  Bedford  for  the  Free  Public 
Library. 

The  portrait  was  greatly  admired  for  its  faithfulness  and 
its  merits  as  a  work  of  art;  and  it  was  regarded  with 
deep  interest  as  a  valuable  accession  to  the  artistic  treas- 
ures of  the  Library;  as  a  truthful  and  expressive  repre- 
sentation of  the  features  of  a  man  whose  life,  public  and 
private  was  a  benefaction  to  this  commimity,  and  to  whom 
the  cause  of  education  and  a  comprehensive  intellectual  cul- 
ture were  largely  indebted ;  and  as  the  work  of  a  gentleman 
who  is,  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  New  Bedford  artist, 
whose  pencil  has  preserved  to  us  the  features  of  many  of  our 
most  estimable  citizens,  and  added  a  higher  interest  to  the 
lovely  scenery  of  our  City  and  its  neighborhood. 

As  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the  Board,  James  B. 
Congdon  introduced  the  following  resolutions  which  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

Resolvedy  That  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Bedford,  we  most  cor- 
dially thank  our  friend  and  fellow  citizen,  William  A.  Wall,  Esq.,  for  his 
Talaable  gift  of  a  portrait  of  the  late  Thomas  A.  Greene,  executed  by  him,  to 
the  Free  Public  Library, 
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Reiolved,  That  we  look  upon  this  portrait  of  Mr.  Greene,  as  a  Taln&ble 
addition  to  the  treasores  of  onr  Library ;  and  one  which  is  doubly  dear  to  na, 
as  a  life-like  menuirial  of  one  whose  memory  will  be  ever  dear  to  the  peofde 
of  New  Bedford,  and  as  a  gift  of  an  artist  bom,  edacated  and  still  liTing 
among  ns;  with  talents  in  this  department  of  art  which  reflect  credit  upon 
oar  City,  and  entitle  him  to  a  high  place  among  the  painters  of  the  country. 

Resolved^  That  we  gladly  accept  the  guardianship  of  this  beautiful  picture, 
and  promise  for  it  a  conspicuous  place  upon  the  walbof  the  Library  Building, 
where  it  will  publish  to  all,  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held,  whose 
features  it  perpetuates,  and  the  artistic  skill  and  generous  enthusiasm  of  htm 
who  executed  the  work  and  presented  it  to  the  City. 

Buolvedf  That  a  copy  of  the  record  be  communicated  to  Mr.  WalL 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Library  select  a  proper  ntuation  for 
the  portrait,  and  cause  it  to  be  properly  and  safely  suspended. 
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HON.  JAMES  AENOLD. 

The  following  notice  of  our  deceased  fellow  citizen,  James 
Arnold,  was  published  in  the  New  Bedford  Mercury,  a  few 
days  after  his  death.  We  consider  it  due  to  a  man  whose 
benefactions  have  not  only  enriched  our  institution,  but  have, 
for  many  years  blessed  our  whole  conununity,  to  republish 
this  just  and  feeling  tribute  to  his  memory.  It  was  written 
by  James  B.  Congdon. 

The  brief  notices  of  Mr.  Arnold,  which  have  appeared  in  the  papers  of 
our  City,  do  not  as  we  believe,  satisfy  the  claims  which  his  life  and  character 
have  to  the  attention  and  regard  of  this  community,  and  of  those  who  inti- 
mately knew  him. 

While,  as  a  public  man  he  was  but  little  known,  and  no  associations  with 
public  events  are  connected  with  his  memory,  there  was  much  in  his  charac- 
ter as  a  man  and  as  a  merchant  that  gave  prominence  and  interest  to  his 
name,  and  much  in  his  position  and  life  as  a  citizen  of  New  Bedford  to 
render  that  name  worthy  of  affectionate  remembrance. 

James  Arnold  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Arnold,  of  Providence,  R  I.,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  By  birth-right,  he  too,.was  a 
member  of  that  religious  denomination ;  and  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the 
peculiarities  of  this  religious  body,  one  fact  is  beyond  controversy,  that,  in 
proportion  to  its  numbers,  no  sect  of  Christians  has  blessed  the  world  with  a 
larger  share  of  noble  men  and  women,  who  have  exemplified  in  their  lives 
that  personal  purity  and  devotedness  to  the  welfare  of  humanity,  which  are 
the  foundation  of  the  gospel  of  peace  and  good  will. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Arnold  gave  a  direction  to  an  intellect  subtle  and  vigor- 
ous beyond  the  average  of  his  fellow-men,  by  a  careful  perusal  and  study  of 
the  classical  literature  of  our  language.  None  but  those  who  were  favored 
with  his  intimacy  in  the  most  vigorous  period  of  his  life,  can  be  aware  of  the 
extent  and  ricliness  of  his  knowledge  of  our  best  authors,  and  of  that  keen 
and  exhaustive  appreciation  of  their  powers  and  beauties  with  which  he  was 
endowed.  **I  honor  that  man,"  said  Ephraim  Peabody,  one  whose  memory 
will  long  be  cherished  by  this  community,  <^who,  in  addition  to  that  calling 
upon  which  he  depends  for  a  livelihood,  gives  a  portion  of  his  time  to  the 
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cultivation  of  his  intellect  and  his  taste."  During  his  long  and  active  Ufe, 
Mr.  Arnold,  felt  and  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  this  extensive  acquaintance 
with  the  best  portions  of  £ng1ish  literature,  and  of  this  richness  and  fulneaa 
all  were  partakers  who  were  favored  with  his  intimate  acquaintance. 

There  are  two  or  three  persons*,  still  among  us,  who  were,  with  him,  mem- 
bers of  the  association,  which  in  later  years  has  been  known  as  the  Old 
Dialectic  Society ;  and  these  remember  with  distinctness  and  pleasure  the 
instruction  and  enjoyment  which  his  frequent  participation  in  its  discuasiona 
afforded  them.  He  was  an  earnest,  an  honest,  and  forcible  speaker ;  and 
from  the  rich  and  full  stores  of  his  intellect  he  could,  in  a  manner  equalled 
by  few  and  excelled  by  none,  give  an  interest  to  the  subject  of  debate  which 
did  not  end  with  the  occasion  that  excited  it  Thus  it  was  that,  without 
having,  or  assuming  to  have,  those  exact  and  comprehensive  gifls  of  scholar- 
ship which  belong  to  those  whose  lives  are  devoted  to  literature,  he  had  that 
degree  of  attainment  and  that  discriminating  love  of  letters,  that  gave  a  zest 
to  hid  leisure  hours,  soothed  and  comforted  him  in  seasons  of  sorrow,  and 
rendered  him  always  a  profitable  and  pleasant  companion. 

As  a  merchant,  Mr.  Arnold  held  a  place  prominent  and  honorable.  He 
was  among  the  last  of  that  successful  and  high-minded  race  of  men,  who,  in 
the  first  quarter  of  the  present  century,  were  the  merchant-princes  of  New 
Bedford.  He  took  his  place  while  yet  a  young  man,  as  the  son-in-law  of 
William  Rotch,  Jr.,  and  as  his  mercantile  partner,  among  those  who  were 
known  throughout  the  commercial  world  as  eulightened  and  successful  men  of 
business ;  and  while  the  success  of  his  devotion,  skill,  and  enterprise,  demon- 
strated his  right  to  share  with  them  their  elevated  position,  no  act  of  his  ever 
sullied  the  purity  of  the  reputation  they  had  won. 

An  incident,  of  no  great  importance  in  itself,  that  occurred  when  he  was 
in  the  prime  of  life  and  largely  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  will  illustrate 
the  character  of  his  mind,  and  the  views  which  he  held  and  so  strikingly 
exemplified  in  his  business  career. 

President  Wayland  was  in  New  Bedford  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  aid 
for  the  increase  of  the  library  of  Brown  University.  A  meeting  of  our 
merchants  and  monied  men  was  held,  and  the  President,  in  a  short  address, 
endeavored  to  show  how  it  was  that  liberality  towards  our  institutions  of 
learning  was  fruitful  of  benefits  to  all  classes  and  conditions  of  men.  Some 
word  which  he  or  some  other  gentleman  had  dropped,  which  indicated  that 
the  merchants  were  too  much  absorbed  in  money-making,  called  up  Mr. 
Arnold,  who,  in  a  few  brief  and  eloquent  sentences,  vindicated  the  character 

*At  the  opening  of  the  month  of  December,  1867,  there  were  five  member§  of  the  '<  Old 
Dialectic"  living:  John  Mason  Williams,  James  Arnold,  Thomas  A.  Greene,  William  C. 
Taher  and  James  B.  Cougdon.  Since  that  time  the  three  first  have  died,  the  first  8ine« 
this  notice  was  written. 
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of  our  men  of  business,  and  the  claims  of  tbe  pursuit  in  which  they  were 
engaged  to  an  honorable  and  elevated  position.  He  declared  that  the  occu- 
pation of  the  merchant  was  as  free  from  mercenary  tendencies  as  any  in 
which  man  could  engage ;  and  that  the  devotion  which  gave  reputation  and 
profit,  was  due,  not  so  much  to  a  low  and  grovelling  love  of  gain,  as  to  that 
generous  and  commendable  desire  for  success  which  was  the  stimulus  to  all 
high  and  enlightened  effort  in  every  department  of  human  affairs. 

As  has  already  been  intimated,  Mr.  Arnold  was  but  little  in  public  life. 
In  the  days  when  the  good  old  plan  of  town  meetings  allowed  him  to  be 
somewhat  active  in  our  town  affairs  without  holding  office,  he  gave  a  fair 
portion  of  his  time  to  our  municipal  business.  For  a  short  period  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Governor's  Council  while  the  Grovernor's  chair  was  occupied 
by  George  N.  Briggg.  He  filled  the  office  of  Councillor  with  much  credit 
and  usefulness.  The  good  Governor  informed  the  writer  of  this  sketch,  that 
at  no  period  during  his  long  term  of  office,  did  he  have  more  efficient  assis- 
tance from  any  member  of  his  Council  than  from  Mr.  Arnold.  His  was  a 
well-trained,  well-disciplined,  and  a  well-informed  mind,  fitted  for  usefulness 
in  any  direction  to  which  its  energies  were  given. 

During  that  unhappy  period,  when  the  activity  of  the  elements  of  discord 
in  the  Society  of  Friends  resulted  in  the  disruption  of  that  denomination, 
Mr.  Arnold  lefl  that  body  of  Christians  and  joined  the  religious  society  with 
which  he  was  associated  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Free  from  bigotry 
and  sectarianism,  he  continued  to  hold  and  to  cherish  those  fundamental 
views  of  human  obligation,  and  of  the  highest  human  elevation  and  attain- 
ment, which  were  and  are  characteristic  of  that  religious  society  into  the 
membership  of  which  he  was  born.  The  members  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Society,  however  they  may  have  differed  from  him  in  judgment,  will 
long  retain  a  respect  for  their  departed  associate,  and  will  with  pleasure 
remember  that  his  counsels  were  always  for  that  course  of  action  the  most 
pure  and  honorable,  and  the  most  worthy  of  an  enlightened  Christian  body. 

As  illustrative  of  this,  and  of  the  happy  results  of  such  counsels  and 
actions,  the  course  taken  by  the  Society  in  extending  an  invitation  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Furness,  of  Philadelphia,  to  become  its  pastor,  may  be  mentioned. 
A  vote  had  been  passed  to  this  effect.  Under  a  belief,  that  not  alone  to  the 
pastor  should  the  action  here  be  communicated,  but  to  the  Society  as  well, 
Mr.  Arnold  proposed  that  an  address  should  be  prepared  and  forwarded 
witli  that  to  the  pastor,  directed  to  the  religious  body  of  which  he  had  charge, 
informing  them  of  the  request  that  had  been  made,  and  requesting  them  to 
co-operate  with  the  Society  here,  should  they  think  well  of  the  proposed 
transfer.  From  the  lips  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Furness  himself  was  the  writer  of 
this  informed  of  the  happy  results  of  this  noble  and  Christian-like  course  of 
proceeding.    There  had  been  a  feeling  of  alienation  creeping  into  the  Phil- 
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adelphia  society,  arising  from  tbe  boldness  and  power  with  whicb  tbeir 
minister  defended  the  cause  of  the  bondman.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society 
both  communications  from  New  Bedford  were  laid  before  it  The  effect  was 
immediate,  surprising,  beautiful  Under  the  influence  of  a  course  of  pro- 
ceedings so  full  of  instruction  and  so  well  calculated  to  give  activity  to 
Christ-like  sympathy  and  devotion,  the  difference  which  had  made  a  disrup- 
tion of  the  tie  between  the  pastor  and  people  probable,  if  not  desirable, 
wholly  disappeared,  and  closer  than  ever  before  were  knit  the  bonds  of 
affection  and  regard.  "  The  Society  in  New  Bedford,"  said  Mr.  Fumess, 
**  never  can  know  how  much  we  are  indebted  to  them  for  their  high-minded 
and  Christian  proceeding." 

It  remains  for  us  to  speak  of  the  benevolence  which  was  so  distinguishing 
a  trait  in  the  character  of  James  Arnold.  No  man  understood  better 
than  he  the  obligations  which  rested  upon  him  as  one  who  had  been  blesed 
by  a  bountiful  Providence  with  ample  means  for  the  alleviation  of  human 
suffering  and  want  In  the  administration  of  his  charities,  it  was  his  choice, 
as  it  was  his  practice  to  a  very  great  extent,  to  act  by  himself.  He  was  a 
strong  man  —  strong  in  means,  and  strong  in  the  ability  to  judge  as  to  tbe 
most  efficient  manner  of  dispensing  his  bounties.  "  The  cause  which  he 
knew  not,  he -searched  out"  It  needed  not  that  his  work  might  be  rightfully 
done,  that  he  should  associate  with  others.  There  is  but  little  need  for  us,  in 
this  community,  to  extend  our  remarks  upon  this  part-  of  tbe  life  and  charac- 
ter of  our  departed  fellow-citizen.  Never,  from  that  princely  abode  on 
County  street,  did  the  stream  of  benevolence  cease  to  flow.  The  exercise  of 
the  charities,  of  which  that  was  the  fountain,  was  one  of  the  institutions  of 
our  city.  Steadily,  clearly,  widely,  always  full  and  always  overflowing,  year 
afler  year  the  stream  flowed  on,  diffusing  throughout  our  city  its  healing, 
refreshing  and  encouraging  influences.  He,  whose  death  has  now  made 
mourners  of  the  poor  and  needy,  stood  not  alone  at  the  head  of  this  fertilis- 
ing stream.  Side  by  side,  for  a  long  course  of  years,  stood  this  noble  man 
and  his  princely  companion,  both  to  no  small  extent  aided  by  that  daughter, 
who,  years  ago,  with  the  mother,  left  the  father  and  husband  alone  to  per- 
form the  work  so  long  jointly  and  efficiently  performed.  And  the  last  of  this 
family  of  enlightened  and  devoted  benefactors  of  the  poor  has  now  departed. 

That  beautiful  residence,  so  long  the  home  of  all  that  can  dignify  and 
elevate  humanity,  the  source  from  which,  for  half  a  century,  there  has  flowed 
a  bounty  which  in  its  influence  was  not  confined  to  the  children  of  want,  is 
now  without  a  tenant  It  cannot  long  remain  so.  The  lights  of  that  beau-' 
tiful  home  will,  we  hope,  soon  be  rekindled,  and  we  feel  an  assurance  which 
amounts  to  conviction,  that  the  future  of  our  city,  as  has  been  the  past,  will 
be  blessed  by  the  enlightened  and  beneficent  influences  which  will  flow  from 
that  spot  so  long  consecrated  to  an  active,  wide-spread,  and  enlightened 
hospitality  and  benevolence.  -^  tk    C 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  NEW  BEDFORD 
PORT  SOCIETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Managers  of  the  New  Bedford  Port 
Society,  held  at  the  Chapel,  January  2d,  1869,  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions,  prepared  by  J.  B.  Congdon,  Esq., 
were  adopted : 

By  the  death  of  the  Hon.  James  Arnold,  another  star  has  been  affixed  to 
the  list  of  our  Life  Members.  For  many  years  he  was  an  active  and  useful 
member  of  our  Society.  He  was  one  of  the  first  Board  of  Officers  elected 
after  its  incorporation  in  1832.  He  was  four  years  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers ;  twelve  years  one  of  its  Vice  Presidents ;  and  three  years  its  President. 
To  an  extent  much  beyond  that  manifested  by  him  in  any  other  charitable 
organization  in  our  city,  he  was,  for  many  years,  devoted  and  efficient  in  his 
co-operation  with  us  in  the  prosecution  of  our  peculiar  form  of  benevolent 
and  reformatory  operations. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  and  as  expressive  of  our  regard  for  his  memory  and 
our  gratitude  for  his  lab6rs  and  bene&ctions,  we  place  upon  our  records  the 
following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  we  are  saddened  by  the  reflection,  that  by  the  death'of  the 
Hon.  James  Arnold,  another  of  our  earliest  members,  another  of  those 
who  have  been  for  a  long  period  of  time  interested  and  efficient  officers  and 
managers  of  our  Society,  and  one  of  our  Society's  most  bountiful  benefactors, 
has  departed  from  us. 

Resolved,  That  in  his  long-continued  membership  in  our  association,  his 
active,  protracted  official  services,  his  large  and  numerous  contributions  of 
pecuniary  aid  during  his  life,  and  in  the  generous  liberality  on  our  behalf 
which  his  death  disclosed,  we  recognize  the  testimony  of  a  lofty  and  benevo- 
lent nature  to  the  rectitude  of  the  principles  upon  which  our  Society  is 
founded — a  cheering  endorsement  of  the  methods  by  which  its  designs  have 
been  carried  forward,  and  a  generous  confidence  that  its  objects  in  the  future 
will  be  wisely  and  earnestly  pursued. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  last  act  by  which  the  interest  and  confidence  of  Mr. 
Arnold  toward  our  Society  were  manifested,  we  recognize  the  benevolent 
activity  in  its  behalf,  which,  exercised  by  him  and  his  family,  honored  and 
beloved,  of  which  he  was  the  last  member,  has  provided  a  Home  for  the ' 
homeless  and  suffering  sailor;  a  fund  consecrated  and  set  apart  for  his  relief 
and  comfort;  and  the  future  operations  of  our  Society  and  its  efficient 
Ladies'  Branch  placed  on  a  firm  and  reliable  foundation. 
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Resolved,  That  we  will  individually  and  officially  hold  in  affectionate 
remembrance  the  man  whose  wisdom  and  energy  have  aided  our  councila, 
and  whose  munificence  has  given  efficiency  and  permanency  to  our  opera- 
tions ;  and  that,  as  members  of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society,  we  hereby 
pledge  ourselves  to  continued  and  increased  exertions  in  behalf  of  that  inter- 
esting and  negleeted  class  of  our  fellow  men,  who,  through  us,  have  been 
made  the  objects  of  the  bounty  of  our  departed  fellow  citizen. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  proceedings  be  conmiunicated  to  the  Hon. 
William  J.  Botch,  and  Greorge  B.  Emerson,  Esq.,  and  Mrs.  Zachariah  Allen. 

A  sermon,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Arnold, 
preached  by  the  Rev.  William  J.  Potter,  pastor  of  the  First 
Congregational  Society,  has  been  published. 
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We  have  been  allowed  to  publish  from  the  New  Bedford 
Mercury  of  December  29th,  1869,  the  following  able  and  just 
tribute  to  the  character  and  talents  of  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Williams. 

DEATH  OF  JOHN  MASON  WILLIAMS. 

The  venerable  Hon.  John  Mason  Williams  died  at  the  residence  of 
his  son-in-law,  Dr.  William  A.  Gordon,  in  this  city,  at  4  o'clock  yesterday 
morning,  after  about  half  an  hour's  illness.  On  Saturday  last  he  was  out, 
visiting  the  reading  room  and  taking  his  wonted  walk,  and  on  Sunday  was  as 
well  as  usual  Shortly  before  his  death,  he  was  seized  with  angina  pectoris^ 
and  while  his  physician  was  preparing  some  remedy,  quietly  passed  away. 

Judge  Williams  was  born  in  Taunton,  June  24,  1 780.  He  graduated  at 
Brown  University,  in  the  class  of  1801 ;  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Hon. 
Seth  Padelford  of  Taunton ;  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
this  City,  in  1804.  Here  he  remained  until  1816,  when  he  removed  to 
Taunton,  then  the  only  shire  town  in  the  County,  where  he  took  and  held  a 
leading  position  at  the  bar.  In  1819  he  was  appointed  an  Associate  Justice 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Conmion  Fleas,  for  the  Southern  Circuit,  and  upon 
the  death  of  Chief  Justice  Ward,  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  1839, 
was  appointed  his  successor.  This  position  he  held  until  1844,  when,  with 
all  his  associates,  except  Hon.  Pliny  Merrick,  he  resigned.  These  resigna- 
tions were  owing  to  two  facts,  the  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  the  judges  by 
the  democratic  legislature  of  1843,  and  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  succeed- 
ing whig  legislature  to  reverse  that  action.  Judge  Merrick,  being  a  demo- 
crat, felt  bound  to  sustain  the  action  of  his  party  by  retaining  his  position ; 
but  the  best  men  of  both  parties,  justified  the  course  of  the  retiring  judges, 
while  the  regret  at  the  loss  of  the  excellent  Chief  Justice  was  universal.  In 
1842,  he  received  the  degree  of  L.  L.  D.  from  his  Alma  Mater ;  and  three 
years  later,  the  same  honorable  distinction  was  conferred  upon  him  by 
Harvard  University. 

On  leaving  the  bench,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Boston,  for  some  years 
filling  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Insolvency,  and  finding  ample  and  lucra- 
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tive  employment  as  a  chamber  counsel.    In  1856  he  gave  up  all  businesB, 
and  removed  to  this  city,  where  he  resided  till  his  death. 

Judge  Williams  was  a  ripe  lawyer — a  true  lawyer.  He  devoted  to  his 
profession  his  best  powers.  He  knew  that  the  law  was  a  "jealous  mistreaa," 
and  he  gave  to  her  no  divided  attention ;  and  though  for  many  years  with- 
drawn from  practice,  he  never  lost  his  interest  in  the  profession.  As  a  Judge 
and  especially  as  Chief  Justice,  he  was  held  by  the  ablest  men  at  the  bar  in 
the  highest  respect  and  esteem.  His  was  a  judicial  mind — deep,  clear  and 
apprehensive.  Always  dignified,  he  was,  too,  ever  courteous.  ISo  man  ever 
wore  the  judicial  ermine  more  gracefully ;  none  ever  icept  it  more  spotless. 
He  won  respect  by  the  clearness  and  soundness  of  his  judicial  opinions,  and 
the  affectionate  regard  of  practitioners  by  his  unfailing  urbanity.  We  but 
echo  the  opinion  here  of  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  our  State,  whose  esti- 
mate of  the  deceased  was  an  unbiassed  one. 

To  the  last,  his  mind  was  remarkably  clear  and  vigorous.  In  1855,  then 
seventy-five  years  of  age,  he  furnished  a  legal  opinion,  which  was  published, 
upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  Massachusetts  Prohibitive  law;  and  in  1863, 
when  past  eighty,  published  an  exceedingly  able  and  interesting  pamphlet, 
entitled  ^  Nullification  and  Compromise ;  a  Retrospective  Review. "  We  re- 
member his  fervid  patriotism  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion ;  his  eager 
interest  in  the  movements  of  our  armies ;  his  confidence  of  our  final  success ; 
and  his  rejoicing  at  the  fullness  of  the  victory,  which  not  only  assured  our 
nationality  but  purified  it  of  the  curse  and  crime  of  slavery.  Only  three 
years  ago,  he  visited  Richmond,  Ya.,  and  the  battle  fields  in  its  neighbor- 
hood, exhibiting  the  relish  for  travel,  of  a  young  man  making  his  first  jour- 
ney. He  was  a  charming  old  man,  for  he  kept  the  heart  of  his  youth.  Of 
but  slight  physical  frame,  he  retained  his  vigor  of  body,  by  the  simplicity  and 
regularity  of  his  habits.    Many  could  say  of  him,  until  within  a  year, 

"  Ofl  have  we  seen  him  at  the  peep  of  dawn, 
Brushing  with  hasty  steps  the  dews  away. " 

We  shall  see  him  no  more.  But  it  was  a  happiness  to  know  him ;  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  remember  hiuL 


ACTION  OF  THE  BRISTOL  BAR  UPON  THE  DEATH  OP  THE 
LATE   CHIEF  JUSTICE  WILLIAMS. 

(From  the  New  Bedford  Mercury  of  Jan.  Ist,  1869.) 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Bristol  Bar,  yesterday 
morning,  the  conunittee  previously  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose, reported  a  series  of  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  death 
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of  Hon.  John  Mason  Williams,  which  were  adopted,  and  the 
same  committee  was  directed  to  present  them  to  the  Court. 
Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  Court,  Thomas  M.  Stetson, 
Esq.,  of  the  committee,  addressed  the  Court  as  follows  : 

May  it  please  Your  Honor : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bar  of  this  County,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
present  certain  resolutions  to  this  Court 

This  is  the  morning  appointed  for  the  funeral  of  John  Mason  Williams. 
At  such  a  time,  while  the  Nestor  of  our  brotherhood  is  passing  away,  we  have 
no  heart  for  the  customary  business  of  the  Court  We  would  wish  to  attend 
the  service  of  his  obsequies ;  to  testify  our  love  for  him ;  and  to  contemplate 
the  example  which  his  public  fame  and  priyate  character  have  set  before  us. 

I  have  called  him  our  Nestor.  Sixty-seven  years  ago,  before  any  present 
member  of  this  Bar  was  in  existence,  his  name  was  entered  on  its  roll  in  this 
city.  Since  then  what  rich  experience,  what  cultivated  wisdom,  what  learn- 
ing, profound  and  polished,  what  manifold  duties  well  and  faithfully  done, 
have  given  this  great  magistrate  the  perfected  character  and  spotless  soul 
which  make  his  memory  so  fair  I 

His  death  takes  away  one  of  the  ties  that  connect  our  present  professional 
organization  with  the  early  times  of  the  Commonwealth.  In  this  county,  as 
your  Honor  is  aware,  old  as  was  Judge  Williams — ^the  name  and  title  of  Chief 
Justice  Williams  is  older  than  he.  As  loni^  ago  as  1 730,  the  town  of  Taunton 
furnished  a  Chief  Justice  Williams  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  who 
presided  there  36  years.  Again  about  1 776,  the  same  town  furnished  another 
Chief  Justice  Williams  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas — and  again  in  1839 
the  town  of  Taunton  furnished  to  that  Court  the  Chief  Justice  Williams 
whom  we  have  known.  By  far  our  senior,  his  contemporaries  were  Parker, 
Wilde,  Ward,  Comins,  Hohnes.  I  have  heard  him  tell  anecdotes  of  Chief 
Justice  Parsons  personally  observed  by  him. 

In  his  youth  lived  the  giants  of  the  law.  Edmund  Trowbridge,  William 
Cushing,  Samuel  Dexter  were  living.  Brigadier  Buggies  of  Sandwich,  and 
Daniel  Leonard  of  Taunton,  the  royalists,  were  living,  though  "  ex-repub- 
lica."  Bom  in  the  yery  month  in  which  the  Constitution  of  the  Common- 
wealth was  declared  by  Resolution  in  Convention,  Judge  Williams  lived  with 
Massachusetts  88  years.  His  life  and  training  were  of  such  manner  as  is 
peculiar  to  New  England,  and  perhaps  his  character  may  be  deemed  a  fair 
representative  of  the  old  Puritan  Commonwealth,  its  scholarship,  its  quality 
of  intellect,  its  purity. 

It  is  not  seemly  for  those  of  ns  so  much  his  juniors  in  years  and  in  experi- 
ence to  attempt  to  canvass  his  great  qualities  (k  mind,  or  to  try  to  state  tiiose 
powers  which  made  him  the  jurist  that  he  was.    But  something  it  is  fitting  to 
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Bay.  No  advocate  and  no  litigant  before  Chief  Justice  Williams  ever  feared 
that  he  had  anything  to  struggle  against,  except  the  deficiency  of  his  cause* 
The  most  perfect  patience,  the  sweetest  courtesy  marked  all  his  intercoarae 
with  the  Bar.  Though  so  long  on  the  bench,  he  never  forgot  their  difficulties 
in  their  effort  to  present  facts  through  the  imperfect  means  of  legal  evidence. 
He  never  forgot  the  priceless  advantage  to  the  courts  in  having  a  trained 
profession  to  prepare  causes  for  judicial  action — to  appreciate  and  rightly 
represent  the  decrees  of  the  Bench. 

Of  one  element  in  his  character  we  may  freely  speak.  His  mind  was  ao 
singularly  free  from  bias,  peculiarity  of  judgment  or  opinion,  that  he  seemed 
made  for  the  practical  work  of  the  Bench.  To  this  quality  he  added  a  truth 
and  honesty  of  purpose  that  I  believe  have  never  been  surpassed.  Yes, 
even  among  names  like  those  of  Hardwicke  and  Stowell,  of  Marshall  and 
Jay,  and  I  may  properly  add  names  of  jurists  of  our  own  State  and  County, 
of  Morton  and  Merrick, —  no  one  earned  more  thoroughly  than  John  Mason 
Williams,  or  was  awarded  more  unanimously,  the  title  of  an  upright  judge. 

I  have  known  Judge  Williams  well  since  his  judicial  service  ended,  and 
while  he  has  lived  the  private  life  of  an  eminent  citizen  among  us.  To  the 
last  his  mind  was  clear  and  unclouded.  His  death  was  what  he  had  always 
desired.  No  twilight  between  this  world  and  the  next  dimmed  his  faculties, 
or  took  away  that  self-protection  and  self-care  which  the  old  Chief  Justice 
always  proudly  reserved  to  himself.  His  path  to  Heaven  was  through  no 
obscure  portal. 

It  is  now  hardly  more  than  a  week  since  I  last  saw  him.  He  came  into 
my  office,  conversed  upon  various  subjects,  and  nothing  indicated  how  near 
the  end  was.  He  spoke  of  his  extended  life  more  than  over  before.  Indeed, 
till  then,  I  do  not  remember  of  his  ever  alluding  to  the  topic.  It  may  be 
that  its  premonition  was  very  clear  to  him.  I  think  it  was.  That  last  visit, 
that  last  coming  of  his  dignified  and  genial  presence  will  always  seem  to  me 
fike  a  benediction. 

I  will  now  read  the  resolutions  of  the  Bar : 

Resolvedy  That  the  death  of  John  Mason  Williams,  after  a  life  so  honored, 
admonishes  the  members  of  the  Bar,  where  his  earliest  practice  began  and 
his  earliest  friendships  were  formed,  to  stay  their  usual  vocation  in  the  place 
which  has  been  graced  by  his  judicial  presence,  and;  with  due  observance,  to 
attest  their  regard  for  him,  and  their  reverence  for  his  eminent  character 
and  pure  fame. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  long  professional  and  ju^cial  career  of  Chief  Jv»* 
tice  Williams,  we  recognize  a  life-plan  and  course  most  worthy  of  emnlation. 
Possessed  of  great  power  of  application,  he,  early  in  life,  gained  lai^ 
acquirement  in  varied  professional  learning,  and  that  distinction  among  his 
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brethren  which  made  his  promotion  to  the  Bench  a  certain  and  obvious  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive ;  and  it  was  upon  the  Bench  that  his  true 
position  was  reached,  and  his  permanent  fame  acquired.  His  more  marked 
intellectual  attributes  were  clear,  practical  sense,  adequate  learning,  a  com- 
plete patience,  a  freedom  from  every  undue  bias,  whether  from  acquired 
habits  of  thought,  or  organic  tendency  of  character.  Nothing  existed  to 
divert  his  mind  from  the  pursuit  of  truth.  His  judicial  service  of  twenty-five 
years  convinced  all  that  he  exercised  an  ability  and  legal  skill  easily  equal  to 
the  duties  of  his  position,  and  that  no  more  conscientious,  true  and  pure 
magistrate  ever  wore  judicial  honors. 

Resolved^  That  we  also  express  our  appreciation  of  the  private  worth  of 
Judge  Williams.  In  his  age  he  returned  to  us,  not  at  once  to  die,  but  to  live 
many  years  of  a  usefulness  unimpaired  —  for  it  is  by  the  presence  of  exalted 
virtue  among  men,  and  by  contemplation  of  the  lives  of  the  great  and  good, 
that  the  world  is  made  better.  We  believe  he  never  had  an  enemy  —  we 
know  that  his  manly  integrity,  his  kindness  of  heart,  his  genial  emjoyment 
of  social  friendship,  and  his  affectionate  nature,  made  him  many  friends,  to 
whom  his  late  years  were  as  a  beautiful  evening  rather  than  a  life  in  decay. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  desired  to  present  these  resolutions  to 
the  Superior  Court  now  in  session,  with  a  request  that  they  be  entered  upon 
its  record,  and  that  the  Secretary  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased. 

Hon.  George  Marston,  in  seconding  the  resolutions,  spoke 
as  follows : 

May  it  please  your  Honor : 

In  rising  to  second  the  resolutions,  I  am  conscious  that  I  can  add  little  to 
the  beautiful  and  appreciative  tribute  to  the  character  of  Judge  Williams, 
which  has  been  spoken  by^y  brother  who  preceded  me.  I  am  -surprised 
to  find  that  my  recollection  of  this  great  and  good  jurist  runs  back  to  an 
earlier  period  than  that  of  more  than  two  or  three  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Bar,  who  are  gathered  here  this  morning  to  attest  their  respect  for  his  mem- 
ory. I  well  remember  among  the  reminiscences  of  boyhood,  his  presence  on 
the  Bench,  before  he  was  Chief  Justice,  and  that  I  was  then  impressed  with 
the  dignity  and  beauty  of  his  manner  and  methods  of  business.  A  little 
later,  it  happened  that  my  attention  was  called  to  his  appointment  to  the 
head  of  his  Court,  from  the  fact  that,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  Bar  in  this  city,  the  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot, 
addressed  to  my  relative,  Nymphas  Marston,  then  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  Bar  of  Barnstable  County,  I  was  employed,  as  amanuensis,  to  write  a- 
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letter  from  my  kinsman  to  another  leading  lawjer  of  my  County,  John 
Reed,  invoking  the  aid  of  a  letter  from  him  to  Governor  Everett,  urging  the 
propriety  of  the  appointment  of  Judge  Williams  as  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  which  I  then  carried  to  Mr.  Reed.  I  well 
remember  one  expression  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Eliot.  "  If  we  can  have,"  be 
said,  "  Judge  Williams  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  Warren  put  upon  the 
Bench,  we  shall  have  a  grand  Court."  And  a  grand  Court  it  was,  sir,  so  far 
as  the  dignity,  ability  and  integrity  of  this  distinguished  chief  could  make  it 
such.  Nothing  was  wanting  in  him  to  make  the  Court  all  that  such  a  tribu- 
nal should  be. 

When,  a  few  years  later.  Chief  Justice  Williams  felt  obliged  to  reagn  his 
place,  it  again  happened  that  I  was  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  Bar  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk  in  reference  to  that  event  The  assembly  was  large  and 
earnest,  comprising  some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  Bar,  of  the  elder  and 
younger.  I  am  sure  that  the  meeting,  which  will  be  held  there  to-day  in 
reference  to  his  death,  will  not  exceed  in  numbers,  ability,  and  sincere  ear- 
nestness, that  which  assembled  on  the  simple  occasion  of  his  retirement 
from  the  Bench  in  the  vigor  of  his  life.  Such  was  the  esteem  and  honor  in 
which  he  was  then  held  by  the  profession ;  and  the  result  of  that  meeting  was 
the  procurement  of  the  excellent  portrait  of  him  which  now  graces  the  walls 
of  the  Social  Library  of  the  Bar  of  Suffolk ;  and  this  is  a  distinction  which 
has  been  accorded  to  few,  very  few,  of  our  jurists. 

Later  in  the  life  of  Judge  Williams  I  saw  little  of  him ;  but  meeting  him 
now  and  then^I  can  well  understand  how  he  impressed  those  who  saw  him 
more  frequently,  and  observed  him  better,  as  did  my  brother  who  has  spoken. 
Yet  when  I  did  see  the  venerable  man,  it  was  only  to  feel  renewed  respect 
for  his  character,  and  admiration  for  the  radiant  beauty  of  his  perfected 
manhood. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  life  of  our  departed  brother  which  we  can  contem- 
plate now  with  greater  satisfaction  than  its  last  stages,  after  he  had  retired 
from  professional  labor,  and  when  he  went  in  aili  out  among  us  in  the  quiet 
excellence  of  a  serene  old  age.  Here  he  presented  a  perpetual  blessing  to 
those  who  knew  him,  and  by  whom  he  was  beloved  and  honored.  So  his  life 
ran  on  in  its  peaceful  course  to  fulness  of  years,  and  here  he  lingered  long 
in  full  command  of  his  faculties  and  affections,  cheerful  and  hopeful,  having 
glimpses  of  the  light  which  shines  irom  beyond  the  river;  beholding  the 
pearly  gates  ajar ;  catching  the  miirmurs«if  the  clear  bells  beyond  the  walls 
of  time ;  and  so  waiting,  he  has  quietly  passed  on,  and  has  entered  in  through 
the  gates  into  the  city. 

"  Soifades  a  summer  cloud -away ; 
So  sinks  the  gale  when  storms  are  o'er ; 
So  ffently  shuts  the  eye  of  day ; 
So  dies  a  wave  along  the  shore." 
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They  are  here,  and  they  are  gone !  Those  whom  we  love  and  revere  are 
here,  —  and  they  are  gone!  Their  example  remains.  The  instniction 
afforded  by  their  lives  is  not  lost  We  do  well  to  pause  Unlay  and  contem- 
plate the  life  of  our  venerable  friend,  and  to  impress  on  our  minds  and 
hearts  the  teachings  and  inspiration  which  come  firom  so  excellent  and  beaa- 
tiful  an  example. 

Daniel  Rieketson,  Esq.,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
Bar,  spoke  in  fitting  words  of  the  excellence  of  the  deceased. 
He  heartily  endorsed  the  resolutions  offered,  and  acknowl- 
edged the  justice  of  the  eloquent  and  beautiful  tributes  that 
had  been  paid  to  Judge  Williams'  memory.  Mr.  Ricketson 
spoke  of  the  venerable  man's  long  life,  conmiencing  only  a 
year  after  the  surrender  of  Comwallis,  and  extending  from 
the  administration  of  Washington  to  the  election  of  the 
Great  Soldier,  Grant,  for  whom  the  deceased  cast  a  vote ;  of 
the  eminent  men,  with  whom  he  had  been  associated,  and  of 
whom  he  was  the  equal ;  of  his  qualities  as  a  judge,  and  of 
his  excellences  as  a  man;  and  closed  with  the  recitation 
of  some  beautifully  appropriate  poetical  selections. 

William  W .  Crapo,  Esq.,  remarked  that  he  was  much  too 
young  in  the  profession  to  be  able  to  speak  from  personal 
knowledge  of  the  judicial  career  of  Judge  Williams;  yet 
the  traditions  had  been  so  unvarying,  that  his  name  had 
become  to  the  younger  members  of  the  Bar,  a  synonyme  of 
judicial  uprightness,  urbanity  and  wisdom.  We  knew  him 
as  one  possessed  of  a  clear,  vigorous  intellect,  a  well- 
balanced  mind,  and  great  impartiality ;  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties,  painstaldng,  earnest  and  faithful ;  a  conscien- 
tious and  incorruptible  magistrate  and  man.  **  For  years," 
said  Mr.  C,  "he  was  pointed  out  to  the  young  men  of  the 
profession  as  a  model  for  imitation." 

His  long  life,  his  many  years  of  usefulness,  were  crowned 
by  ripe  old  age,  full  of  serenity  and  cheerfulness,  full  of 
interest  in  passing  events,  with  quick  sympathies  for  those 
around  him,  and  with  that  repose  and  confidence  in  the 
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future  which  a  life  well  spent  can  alone  secure.  He  died 
with  his  work  done ;  and  it  was  well  done.  The  memory  of 
such  a  man  is  sweet ;  and  the  influence  of  his  life,  long  after 
his  mortal  remains  are  entombed  in  the  earth,  will  continue 
to  guide  us  and  bless  us. 

James  M.  Bunker,  Esq.,  spoke  as  follows : 

The  expressive  and  exhaustive  resolutions  presented  by  the  Bar,  and  the 
eloquent  remarks  by  which  their  presentation  was  preceded  and  followed, 
leave  nothing  to  be  added ;  bnt  aa  I  look  around  and  see  but  one,  whose 
memory  of  the  late  Judge  Williams  runs  as  far  back  as  my  own,  I  desire  to 
speak  briefly  of  the  distinguished  subject  of  the  resolutions.  My  professional 
knowledge  of  him  runs  more  than  thirty  years  back ;  and  for  more  than 
forty  years  I  have  been  acquainted  with  his  extraordinary  excellence.  He 
had  then  achieved  a  reputation  as  an  advocate,  and  as  a  Judge.  He  was 
not  austere,  nor  morose,  but  affable  and,  as  I  saw  him  many  years  ago  in  his 
family,  social  and  easy.  Men  of  many  thoughts  are  usually  meu  of  few 
words.  Such  was  Judge  Williams.  In  one  respect  not  before  spoken  of. 
Judge  Williams  resembled  the  late  Judge  Mellen,  of  Maine,  who  kept  alive 
to  advanced  age  the  freshness  of  youth,  by  associating  with  younger  men . 
So  did  Judge  Williams.  He  was  not  content  to  subside  into  inaction  and 
obscurity  when  he  left  the  bench,  but  maintained  familiarity  with  passing 
events.  He  was  a  daily  visitor  at  the  reading  room.  He  is  not  truly  "dead ; 
but  still  lives,  having  passed  on  to  a  new  form  of  life  eternally  progressive. 

His  Honor  Judge  Morton  said  he  had  listened  to  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Bar,  and  to  the  graceful  tributes  paid  to  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  with  more  than  interest  —  with 
emotion.  He  felt  incompetent  to  add  anything  to  these,  and 
should  content  himself  with  saying,  that  among  those  who 
had  occupied  seats  on  the  bench,  there  had  been  none  of 
firmer  mind,  of  more  entire  integrity,  or  of  more  incorrup- 
tible purity  than  Judge  Williams.  It  afforded  him,  he  said, 
a  melancholy  pleasure  to  direct  that  the  resolutions,  with 
which  he  fully  accorded,  be  entered  upon  the  records,  and  to 
order  that  the  Court  be  now  adjourned. 

The  Court  and  members  of  the  Bar  attended  the  funeral 
services,  which  were  conducted  by  Rev.  William  J.  Potter. 
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Judge  Williams,  says  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  was  an 
admirable  representative  of  the  old  school  of  public  men — 
able,  courteous,  incorruptible,  patriotic;  incapable  of  in- 
trigue ;  interested  in  men  and  affairs ;  and  accepting  to  the 
last  his  full  share  of  the  duties  and  burdens  of  the  communi- 
ty where  his  lot  was  cast.  He  watched  the  exciting  events 
of  the  present  decade  with  intelligent  and  eager  interest,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years  visited  Richmond  and  the 
battle  fields  in  its  neighborhood,  it  is  said,  with  the  freshness 
and  enthusiasm  of  a  young  man  making  his  first  journey. 
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HON.  JOSHUA  C.  STONE. 

We  publish  with  the  consent  of  the  senior  editor  of  the 
New  Bedford  Mercury,  Col.  Charles  B.  H.  Fessenden,  the 
following  obituary  notice  of  the  Hon.  Joshua  C.  Stone, 
written  by  him,  and  which  appeared  in  that  paper  January, 
4th,  1869. 

OBrrUAEY. 

Hon.  Joshua  C.  Stone,  died  at  his  residence  in  this  citj,  on  Satordaj 
afternoon,  January,  2d.  1869,  aged  about  4S  years. 

The  deceased,  a  son  of  the  late  Henry  B.  Stone,  Esq.,  long  Preaident 
of  the  Suffolk  Bank,  Boston,  was  bom  in  Boston  and  graduated  at  Harrard 
College  in  the  class  of  1844.  In  1846  he  entered  the  law  office  of  the  late 
CoL  Page,  in  this  city,  pursuing  his  professional  studies  with  him  and  at  the 
Law  School  at  Cambridge,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  this  County  in 
1849.  He  was  at  once  associated  in  practice  with  Col.  Page,  with  whom  he 
remuned  till  1858,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Judge  Brigham, 
which  continued  until  the  latter  was  appointed  to  the  Bench.  Mr.  Stone 
then  removed  to  Boston;  but  in  1862  his  strong  attachments  here  induced 
his  return,  and  he  became  a  partner  with  W.  W.  Crapo,  Esq.,  a  connection 
which  continued  until  his  death.  For  several  years  the  deceased  held  the 
office  of  Commissioner  of  Insolvency;  and  when  the  office  of  Judge  of  Insol- 
vency was  created,  was  appointed  to  that  position  for  this  County,  holding  it 
till  the  office  was  merged  in  that  of  Judge  of  Probate.  In  the  years  1866 
and  1867  he  was  a  representative  from  the  Xlth  Bristol  District  in  the 
Legislature. 

This  is  a  simple  record ;  but  the  death  of  the  subject  of  it  is  a  grave  and 
serious  loss  to  our  city ;  not  only  a  loss  to  the  profession  which  he  adorned, 
and  to  the  friends  who  warmly  admired  and  loved  him,  but  to  the  entire 
community,  upon  which  such  a  man,  high  minded,  honorable,  truthful  and 
courageous,  exercises  an  unconscious,  but  most  beneficent  and  elevating 
influence. 

In  his  profession  he  had  already  achieved  an  enviable  reputation,  as  a 
sound  lawyer,  a  persuasive,  convincing  advocate,  and  a  thoroughly  honoraUe 
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practitioner.  No  man,  it  seems  to  us,  could  have  a  juster  sense  of  the  gravity 
and  dignity  of  the  profession,  a  more  full  appreciation  of  the  oath  he  had 
taken  as  a  minister  of  the  law,  or  a  more  conscientious  and  resolute  determi- 
nation to  regard  its  solemn  sanction  He  wa<(  ever  fair,  open  and  manly  in 
his  practice;  slow  to  take  advantage  of  an  adversary's  mistake  or  neglect; 
and  indignant  at  the  least  showing  of  trickery  or  even  disingenuousness. 
We  know  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  Judges  of  the  highest 
Court  of  the  State — ^the  respect  they  entertained  for  his  ability,  the  confi- 
dence they  had  in  his  professional  integrity  and  honor,  and  the  pleasure  they 
took  in  listening  to  his  neat  and  finished  legal  arguments.  His  death,  is  the 
extinguishment  of  one  of  the  lights  of  the  profession  in  this  county — a  light 
that  was  daily  growing  in  effulgence.  For  he  worked  to  the  last.  In  his 
sick  chamber  were  his  law-books ;  and,  when  stricken  down,  hn  was  at  work 
upon  an  important  law-argument. 

Death  has  robbed  us  of  more  than  the  promising,  growing,  ripening  lawyer. 
As  a  legislator.  Judge  Stone  won  marked  distinction.  His  graceful  oratory, 
his  choice  language,  his  musical  period.^,  gave  him  power  in  the  House — 
power  to  command  and  compel  attention.  But  these  alone  did  not  give  him 
the  influence  which  he  exerted,  and  the  popularity  which  he  enjoyed.  His 
great  power  was  in  his  integrity,  his  honesty  and  sincerity.  The  House 
trusted  in  him,  as  legislators  once  trusted  in  Fisher  Ames  and  Roger 
Sherman ;  members  put  faith  in  his  words,  because  they  had  faith  in  the 
man.  In  all  parts  of  the  State,  men  were  looking  to  Mr.  Stone,  as  one 
competent  to  the  duties  and  worthy  the  honor  of  its  highest  station  ;  and  in 
his  death,  a  career  of  extended  public  distinction  and  usefulness,  has  been 
lost 

[From  th«  New  Bedford  Mercury  of  January  6tb,  1889.] 
WRITTEN  IN  REMEMBRANCE 

OP 

JOSHUA      O.      STONE. 

BT  JAMF.8  B.  CONODON. 


Departed  spirit !  in  the  thought  of  thee. 

No  date,  or  time,  or  circumstance  I  see ; 

No  barren  list  statistical  I  make, — 

No  inventory  of  thy  being  take. 

The  sun  quick  darkened,  in  our  sadden  woe, 
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Not  to  the  tomes  of  science  do  we  go, 
But  in  the  chilling  cold,  the  gloom  forlorn, 
Think  but  of  brightness,  warmth  and  beauty  gone. 
Thus  through  the  cold  and  gloom,  that  round  me  close, 
The  fuU-orbed  brightness  of  thy  manhood  glows. 

How  pure,  how  lovely,  placid  and  serene 
The  image,  by  that  cherished  brightness  seen ! 
How  full,  how  fragrant,  luminous  and  clear 
Its  features,  strong  in  harmony  severe  ! 
Now  through  the  treasured  past  alone  we  hear 
Its  counsels  sage,  its  rich  and  kindly  cheer, — 
Thoughts  which  the  statesman  may  with  pride  repeat, 
Its  lighter  utterance  musical  and  sweel. 

But  why  this  sorrow  ?  why  around  his  tomb 
Gather  the  feielings  of  the  cold  and  gloom  ? 
Not  for  the  brief  experience  of  a  day 
Did  that  rich  manhood  brighten  on  its  way ; 
That  full-orbed  light  in  other  spheres  shall  shine, 
With  fuller  radiance,  beauty  more  divine. 
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In  Board  of  -^deemen, 

January  20,  1870. 
Bead  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  down  for 
concurrence. 

Henry  T.  Leonard,  City  Clerk. 


Concurred. 


In  Common  Council, 

January  20,  1870. 

William  A.  Church,  Clerk. 
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ADVEKTISEMENT. 


The  following  numbers  and  volumes  are  wanted  to  complete  sets  of 
the  several  periodicals  named. 

ANTI-SLAVERY  STANDARD. 
Nos.  277,  322,  386,  956,  1038,  1278,  1346,  1428. 

BOSTON  DAILY  ADVERTISER. 

Nos.  for  Nov.  25,  1865;  May  30,  July  21,  24,  Aug.  7,  23,  Oct.  4,  20, 
Nov.  14,  1866;  Jan.  28,  Aug.  1,  Nov.  2,  4,  14,  Dec.  21,  1867;  Nov.  23, 
Dec.  2,  21,  1868;  Nov.  15,  17,  1869. 

DAILY  EVENING  STANDARD. 

^os.  for  Feb.  26, 1863 ;  March  7,  July  31, 1867 ;  March  25,  May  6, 1868 ; 
Jan.  16, 1869. 

DAILY  MERCURY. 

Nos.  for  Oct.  22,  Dec.  11,  1863;  May  24,  June  25,  1864;  July  6,  Oct. 
18,  1865;  May  5,  1866;  Jan.  18,  24,  Feb.  12,  1867;  Feb.  23,  1869. 

CHRISTIAN  REVIEW. 
Vols.  15  and  22. 

COMMON  SCHOOL  JOURNAL. 
Vol.  12,  No.  24;  Vol.  13,  Nos.  2,  6,  19. 

FRIENDS'  REVtEW. 
VoLs.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5 ;  Vol.  6,  No.  52,  and  the  index;  Vol.  7,  No.  51. 

MASSACHUSETTS  REGISTER. 

Vols,  for  1767  to  1806,  and  the  volume  for  1809. 

METHODIST  QUARTERLY  REVIEW. 

Vols.  1  to  27;  Vol.  28,  Nos.  1,  2,  3;  VoL  29,  Nos.  1,  2,  3;  Vols.  30  to 
34;  VoL  88,  Nos.  1,  2,  4;  Vol.  44,  No.  4;  VoL  45,  No.  2;  Vol.  50,  No.  4. 

SAILORS'  MAGAZINE. 
Farts  of  all  the  volumes  except  Vols.  6  to  13,  21  to  25. 

I   Also  any  numbers  of  New  Bedford  newspapers  prior  to  1850  except 

the  Mercury. 

» 

4^  Persons  having  books  from  the  Libnuy  sometimes  move  away  and  leave 

them  behind.   Should  this  meet  the  eye  of  any  person  having  knowledge  of  any  of 

our  books  not  in  the  possession  of  those  who  have  taken  them  from  the  Library, 

they  are  earnestly  desired  to  have  them  retnined.   Ample  compensation  will  bo 

allowed  tog  any  trouble  or  expense  attending  snch  retum. 
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Farrington,  William  H., 8 
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Forbes,  Mrs.  John  M., 1 
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Goodwin,  William  F., 1         24 

Hartford  Young  Men's  Institute, 1 

Hartley,  J.  F., 1 
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Hough,  George  T 6 

Howe,  Samnel  G., 1 
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Ladd,  Warren, 8 

Ladies*  Library  Association,  Flint,  Mich.,  .  .  1 

Langworthy,  Isaac, 2 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia,    ......  2 

Library  of  Congress, 1                          1 

Lowell  City  Library 1 

McCarthy,  Patrick,  • 1 

Maine  State  Library, 4                          5 

Manchester  Pablic  Library, 1 

Massachusetts  State  Library, 1 

Minnesota  Historical  Society, 1 

New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Soclty,  .  I 

Nye,  WmiamB., 1 

Peabody  Institute, 2 

Pelrce,  Benjamin, 1 

Peirce,  Bichard  A., 86 

Pitman,  BobertC, 5              2         24 

Portland  Institute  and  Public  Library,    ...  1 

Portland  Society  of  Natural  History,  ....  1 

Potter,  William  J., 7 

Prosser,  William  P., 1    . 

Public  Library,  Cincinnati, 1 

Public  Library,  Beading, 1 

Beed,  B.  F.  H., 1         26 

Bodman,  Benjamin, 1 

Bodman,  Edmund, 1              6         17 

Sargent,  J.  G., 1 

Seabury,  Pardon  G., 1 

Springfield  City  Library  Association,  ....  1 

State  Lunatic  Hospital*  Northampton,    ...  1 

State  of  Massachusetts, 1 

Stone,  Edwin  M., 2 

Sumner,  Charles 2 
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Wilmington  Institute, 1 

Worcester  Public  Library, 1 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffido 1 

Young  Men's  Christian  Assoc,  Worcester,  .  1 
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Cincinnati, 1 
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NEWSPAPEKS,  CHARTS,  ETC. 

Bennett,  Edmund  H.  —Bristol  County  Republican,  Taunton,  1869-70. 
Ewer,  F.  C.  —  Historical  Map  of  Nantucket. 
Goodwin,  VUHam  P.  —  Will  of  Thomas  Bradbury,  Lithographed. 
Peirce,  Richard  A.  —  Military  Letters  and  Records. 
Pitman,  Robert  C. — Our  Dumb  Animals.    Vol.  1. 
Wing,  George. —  Old  Colony  Gazette;    and  New  Bedford  Gazette, 
eleven  numbers.    Bristol  Gazette,  Fairhaven,  six  numbers. 

PRINTS. 

Barney,  Edward  L.  —  Lithographic  Portrait  of  Timothy  G.  Coffin. 
Morgan,  S.  Griffltts.  —Portrait  of  the  late  Charles  W.  Morgan. 
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REPORT. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor y  and  to  ^e  Gentlemen  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  of  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  ITew  Bedford: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Fkee  Public  Librakt  would,  in 
accordance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  City  Ordinance, 
respectfully  place  before  you  their  Eighteenth  Annual 
Eeport. 

Upon  a  comparison  of  the  atatistics  of  the  Library  now 
laid  before  us  by  our  Librarian  with  those  contained  in 
our  last  annual  report,  it  appears  that  the  year  1869  has 
surpassed  all  its  predecessors  in  the  extent  of  the  use 
made  of  our  books  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  city. 

The  whole  number  of  books  delivered  and  taken  from 
the  Library  is  thirty-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  two. 

The  daily  average  of  deliveries  has  been  one  hundred 
and  sixteen. 

The  increase  of  cards  has  been  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  which  have  been  issued  is 
nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight. 

By  the  following  statement  it  will  appear  that  in  each 
of  these  items  there  has  been  an  increase  the  past  year. 

VOLUMES  TAKEN.  DAILT  ATERAOB.  INCREASE  OF  CARDS. 

1868,  84,563  112  528 

1869,  85,702  116  787 

Increase,  1,139  4  259 

We  notice,  also,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  i*eaders 
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at  the  Library.  In  our  last  report  this  feature  in  the  op- 
erations of  the  institution  was  noticed,  and  the  statement 
made  that  the  number  of  books  read  or  consulted  in  our 
rooms  was  fully  equal  to  the  number  taken  away.  This 
is  an  interesting  fact  connected  with  the  history  and  oper- 
ations of  the  Library ;  and  during  the  past  year  it  has 
been  very  evident  that  there  has  been  no  diminution  in 
the  number  of  our  T^lsitors  who  have  resorted  to  it  for  this 
purpose. 

NUMBER  AND  CHARACTER  OF  OUR  BOOKS. 

We  have  now  about  twenty'4wo  thousand  volumes  in  our 
collection. 

Imperfect  as  it  must  be  aeknowledged  to  be,  when  com- 
pared with  those  great  depositories  of  books  which  are 
found  in  many  of  the  large  cities  and  universities  of  the 
new  and  old  world,  we  feel  confident  that  in  proportion 
to  the  whole  number,  it  contains  an  unusually  large  share 
of  the  standard  works  in  our  language. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  we  have  no  books  in  our 
collection  in  any  language  but  the  English ;  and  it  will, 
we  doubt  not,  be  the  policy  of  those  who  may  have  the 
management  of  the  Library  in  the  future,  as  it  has  been 
of  those  who  have  up  to  this  time  conducted  its  affairs,  to 
fill  up  the  numerous  blanks  in  our  catalogue  of  books  in 
the  language  of  our  mother  tongue,  before  appropriating 
any  part  of  our  limited  means  to  the  acquisition  of  works 
which  can  be  read  or  studied  only  by  a  few.  The  time 
will  come  when  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  managers  to 
extend  their  acquisitions  beyond  this  limit ;  but  at  present 
the  perusal  of  the  catalogues  of  publications  in  our  lan- 
guage not  yet  within  our  means  of  attainment  demands 
from  the  managers  a  strict  compliance  with  the  plan  hitherto 
pursued. 
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DONATIONS. 

Our  record  of  donations  which  wo  publisn,  exhibits  a 
gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  those  who  have  con- 
tributed to  our  collection.  Our  old  friends  have  not  for- 
gotten us,  and  new  ones  have  been  added  to  our  list.  The 
contributions  for  the  year  are  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one: 
volumes,  bound  and  unbound,  one  hundi^ed  and  ninety-six ; 
pamphlets,  six  hundred  and  sixty-five. 

It  has  been  from  no  desire  sijnply  to  comply  with  what 
may  be  regarded  as  the  ordinary  civilities  between  the 
bountiful  hand  that  gives  and  those  which  are  filled  by 
the  bounty,  that  the  trustees  have  never  failed  in  their  an- 
nual report  carefully  to  publish  a  record  of  our  donors 
and  their  donations.  Every  year  shows  us  more  and  more 
forcibly  how  greatly  we  are  indebted  to  those  who  have 
been  thoughtful  of  us,  and  who  have  manifested  their  in- 
terest by  their  valuable  contributions.  A  catalogue  of  the 
books,  pamphlets,  maps,  newspapers  and  pictures  which 
now  form  a  part  of  our  collection,  and  which  we  have  ob- 
tained through  the  enlightened  liberality  of  the  friends  of 
the  Library,  would  exhibit  an  aggregate  of  accessions, 
both  in  number  and  value,  well  calculated  to  call  forth 
expressions  of  gratefnl  recognition. 

It  has  been  as  your  servants  and  as  servants  of  the  in- 
habitants of  (fur  city,  that  on  your  and  their  behalf  they 
have  given  utterance  to  those  feelings  of  gratitude  which 
are  excited  when  the  friends  of  the  Library  have  bestowed 
upon  them  that  which  has  enriched  our  collection  and  has 
given  Itiem  the  gratifying  assurance  of  a  deep  and  wide- 
spread interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  cherished  institution. 

We  would  repeat  here  what  we  have  often  before  ex- 
pressed, the  desire  to  have  sent  to  us  *  all  kinds  of  pam- 
phlets, newspapers,  pictures  and  manuscripts.  In  our 
eyes  the  most  insignificant  publication  has  a  value.  It 
belongs  to  the  history  of  the  present  or  the  past ;  and  it 
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becomes,  when  put  into  our  hands  and  assigned  its  place  m 
accordance  ^ith  the  classification  we  have  adopted,  an 
available  element  in  the  work  of  the  annalist  or  the  his- 
torian. 

We  have  entered  upon  our  list  of  donx)rs  the  name  of 
KiGHABD  A.  Peibge.  In  making  mention  of  his  name, 
and  in  referring  to  its  record  upon  our  list  of  donations, 
it  is  painful  for  us  to  remember  that  it  is  through  a  provis- 
ion in  his  last  will  and  testament  that  we  have  received 
these  valuable  accessions,  and  that  they  came  to  us  through 
the  hands  of  his  executor. 

General  Riohabd  A.  Peiece  died  during  the  past  year, 
and  in  his  will  bequeathed  to  the  Free  Public  Library  all 
his  military  books,  manuscripts  and  letters.  The  books 
consist  mainly  of  the  reports  of  the  Adjutant  Generals  of 
our  own  and  other  states.  They  contain  a  large  amount 
of  valuable  information,  and  form  a  welcome  addition  to 
this  department  of  our  Library. 

The  manuscripts  and  letters  are  for  the  most  part  con- 
nected with  the  operations  at  Camp  Meigs,  where  ho  had 
the  command,  with  his  headquarters  at  Beadville,  during 
the  years  1863,  1864,  and  1865.  As  entered  upon  our 
record  of  accessions,  they  number  sixty-five  different  vol- 
umes and  packages.  A  partial  examination  has  shown  us 
that  there  is  contained  in  these  papers,  and  particularly  in 
the  letters,  much  that  is  valuable  and  interesting.  The 
progress  of  time  will  add  to  their  interest  and  vahie.  Of 
the  printed  matter  there  are  eighty-six  volumes. 

It  is  not  on  account  of  this  bequest  only,  that  w9  would 
make  grateful  mention  of  the  name  of  General  Peirce. 
Although  ''early  called,"  he  had  lived  among  us  long 
enough  to  endear  hfanself  to  all  who  enjoyed  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  to  perform  much  impoi^tant  work  for  our  city, 
our  state,  and  our  country. 

All  the  years  of  his  short  life  were  filled  up  with  •  well 
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directed  effort ;  and  who  is  there  who  does  not  remember 
with  gratitude  and  admiration  the  ardor  with  which'he  en- 
gaged in  the  military  service  of  the  country  when  our 
national  life  was  threatened  by  treason  and  rebellion? 

Previous  to  the  war  he  was  a  representative  from  this 
city  in  the  general  court.  He  was  a  faithful,  useful  and 
prominent  member. 

During  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  although  desioous  of 
taking  his  place*at  the  front,  he  complied  with  the  request 
of  Governor  Andrew  and  remained  in  the  state  as  one  of  his 
principal  assistants  in  the  work  of  receiving,  training  and 
forwarding  the  military  recruits.  Often  has  the  writer  of 
this  heard  our  lamented  Governor  speak  in  terms  of  the 
highest  commendation  of  the  services  of  General  Peirce. 

Both  are  now  departed.  The  statesman  who  was  so 
warmly  attached  to  the  subordinate,  and  the  subordinate 
who  so  loved  and  honored  his  chief  and  was  so  faithful  to 
him,  are  both  among  the  dead,  —  both  taken  in  the  prime 
of  life,  when  the  capacity  for  high,  honol-able  and  useful 
effort  was  in  its  period  of  greatest  development. 

We  have  been  highly  gratified  by  receiving  from  our 
esteemed  fellow-citizen,  S.  Griffttts  Morgan,  a  portrait 
of  his  uncle,  the  late  Charles  W*  Morgan. 

We  regard  this  portrait  as  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our 
limited  picture  gallery.  The  people  of  New  Bedford  are 
glad  to  see  upon  the  walls  of  their  favorite  institution  pic- 
torial repi-esentatives  of  those  they  have  belt>ved  and  hon- 
ored. And  few  have  been  more  beloved  and  honored 
than  he.  His  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  our  peo- 
ple ;  and  the  records  of  our  city  and  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  will  show  to  future  generations  that  in  the  final 
distribution  6{  his  estate  he  w^  mindful  of  the  welfare  of 
the  city  of  his  adoption. 

Our  list  of  donations  includes  the  name  of  Mrs.  Wel- 
THEN  GiBBS.     The  volume  set  against  her  name  is  the 
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journal  of  Thomas  Cbalkley.  We  ore  induced  to  make 
this  donation  the  subject  of  especial  mention  here,  mainly 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  extract  from  the  note  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  After  stating  her  parentage, 
and  that  she  was  born  in  New  Bedford,  she  adds :  "  To 
the  seeker  after  true  and  undefiled  religion,  the  contents 
of  the  accompanying  volume  will  be  invaluable,  —  to  the 
antiqujjrian,  perhaps  its  chief  excellence  may  be  found  to 
lie  in  the  fact  that  it  was  printed  by  Dr.  Fmnklin  one  hurt-- 
dred  and  twenty  years  ago.  The  donor  would  bespeak 
the  indulgence  of  the  trustees  in  overlooking  the  fitults  of 
this  presentation  note  by  stating  that  she  is  in  feeble  health, 
with  the  weight  of  more  than  four  score  years  resting  on 
her  head."  We  love  to  receive  such  gifts  and  such  lettera. 
We  shall  love  to  remember  that  in  her  beautiful  old  age, 
in  her  far  distant  dwelling-place,  she  thinks  of  the  place 
of  her  birth  and  the  home  of  her  youth,  and  that  she  has 
placed  in  our  library  this  valuable  testimony  of  her  recol- 
lections and  her  regard. 

In  the  year  1858  this  institution  was  designated  by  the 
Hon.  Kobert  B.  Hall,  then  the  representative  in  Congress 
from  this  district,  as  the  district  depository  for  the  publio 
documents.  The  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot  conferred  upon 
us  the  same  privilege.  This,  in  connection  with  a  dona^ 
tiou  from  the  Hon.  Joseph  Grinnell  of  the  congressional 
publications  issued  during  his  protracted  term  of  service, 
has  secured  t^  us  a  series  of  these  publications  nearly 
complete  since  the  twenty-eighth  Congress.  It  gives  lis 
great  pleasure  to  state,  that  upon  our  application,  the  Hon. 
James  Buffinton  in  a  letter  received  from  him  in  March 
last,  cheerfully  complied  with  our  request  to  be  continued 
as  the  depository  of  the  district.  In  addition*  to  this  act 
of  kindness  and  courtesy,  we  are  gratified  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  from  him,  under  his  own  frank,  of  twenty-six 
volumes  of  valuable  congressional  publications. 
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In  caUing  attention  to  our  list  of  donations,  we  have 
been  led  to  speak  of  the  honored  dead  as  well  as  o^  our 
obligations  to  the  living.  But  our  duties  to  the  dead  are 
not  yet  all  performed. 

When  in  1852  our  Library  vms  established,  Heney 
HowLAND  Cbapq  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen 
of  our  city.  He  introduced  into  the  city  council  the  ordi- 
nance which  gave  it  an  existence^  accompanied  by  an  able 
report  in  favor  of  the  measure.*  As  chairman  of  the 
joint  standing  committee  of  the  council  on  education,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  trustees.  He  died  in 
July  last  at  his  home  in  Flint,  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  to 
which  place  he  removed  in  the  year  1857. 

We  can  add  nothing  to  the  well-deserved  and  wide- 
spread reputation  of  Governor  Crapo  by  any  notice  which 
our  limited  pages  will  allow  us  to  publish.  Already  has 
the  press  of  his  native  and  his  adopted  state  borne  honor- 
able testimony  to  his  talents  and  his  worth.  As  we  write 
we  have  before  us,  gathered  from  a  large  number  of  pa- 
pers, more  than  thirty  publications  called  forth  by  his  de- 
cease, all  giving  evidence  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he 
was  held,  and  of  the  deep  and  wide-spread  regret  at  his 
loss.  The  part  which  he  took  in  the  establishment  of  our 
Library,  and  his  efforts  as  one  of  its  managers  during  the 
first  year  of  its  existence,  were  among  the  last  services 
which  he  performed  for  the  public  before  his  removal  from 
our  city.  Thus  intimately  associated  with  the  opening 
year  of  our  institution,  that  association  is  one  of  the  mul- 
titude of  interesting  and  honorable  memories  which  con- 
nect his  name  with  the  city  in  which  so  large  a  part  of  his 
life  was  passed,  and  calls  upon  those  who  are  now  about 
to  present  to  their  fellow-citizens  the  eighteenth  annual 


*The  first  moTement  made  in  the  tlitj  cotmcil  in  relation  to  the  Free  Public  LI* 
brary  was  by  Warren  Ladd,  Esq.,  in  Julyi  1851.  The  common  council  were  Ayor* 
able,  but  the  aldermen  fioncoficurretf.   See  Appendix. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•16 


report  of  the  board  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  first  mem- 
bers/ to  iuclude  in  it  a  notice  of  the  death  of  one  of  their 
number  bo  early  connected  with  our  institution,  and  since 
so  highly  and  honorably  distinguished. 

In  our  appendix  will^be  found  one  or  more  of  the  notices 
from  the  public  journals  to  which  we  have  alluded.  But 
could  we  publish  them  all,  they  would  give  but  an  imper- 
fect account  of  the  life  and  labors  of  this  noble  man.  It 
is  due  to  his  memory,  and  due  to  the  cause  of  a  high  and 
honorable  ambition,  that  the  struggles,  hard  and  protracted 
of  his  early  life,  and  the  earnest,  persevering  and  success- 
ful efforts  of  his  manhood,  should  be  given  to  the  world 
in  a  detailed  and  permanent  form. 

From  the  time  when  the  poor  Dartmouth  boy  was  mak- 
ing such  a  vigorous  and  discouraging  fight  witti  poverty 
upon  the  barren  soil  where  he  was  born,  to  the  period  of 
his  death,  in  a  state  over  which  he  had  twice  been  elected 
Governor,  rich  in  worldly  possessions,  and  richer  still 
in  the  respect  and  regard  of  all  who  knew  him,  his  life, 
although  not  a  long  one,  was  a  continued  succession  of 
efforts  for  the  attainment  of  an  elevated  and  honorable 
manhood,  worthy  to  be  presented  to  the  world  for  the  en- 
couragement of  all  who  are  called  upon  to  do  battle  with 
the  adverse  circumstances  of  early  life,  or  who  would 
learn  a  lesson  of  true  heroism  in  the  discharge  of  high 
and  solemn  obligations  amidst  the  tortm*e  of  physical  suf- 
fering and  the  prospect  of  speedy  dissolution.* 

In  the  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
for  the  year  1865,  there  is  to  be  found  the  fojlowing  re- 
marks in  relation  to  the  bequest  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howi-and. 

* 
**  NotivUhstandftig  the  circumstances  of  doubt  and  delay  which  are 
connected  with  the  last  wUl  and  testament  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland, 

we  are  not  at  liberty  to  close  our  statement  of  the  year's  benefiic- 

« 

*  See  Appendix* 
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tions  without  a  notice  of  the  magnificent  beqnest  which  that  excellent 
lady  has  made  to  the  city. 

**  *  I  GIVE  AND  BEQUBATII/  ShC  SayS,  *  TO  THE  CITY  OF  NeW  BEDFORD, 

THE  SUM  OF  One  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars;  and  I  direct  that 

THIS  6UH  OF  MONEY  SHALL  BE  INVESTED  JUDICIOUSLY  UNDER  THB  DI- 
RECTION OF  THE  City  Council,  and  that  the  income  therefrom 

SHALL  3B  EXPENDED  AND  USED  FOR  THE  PROMOTION  AND  SUPPORT 
WITHIN  THE  CITY  OF  LIBERAL  EDUCATION,  AND  FOR  THE  ENLARGEMENT, 
FROM  TIME  TO  TIME,  OF  OUR  PUBLIC  LIBRARY.* 

**  This  is  not  the  time  or  the  place  to  indulge  in  speculations  as  to 
the  result  of  the  attempt  which  is  making  to  deprive  our  city  and  the 
cause  of  education  of  this  princely  endowment,  or  to  anticipate  the 
result  of  a  decision  that  shall  place  It  within  the  control  of  our  munici- 
pal authorities.  Our  duty  is  discharged  by  giving  expression  to  the 
deep  feelings  of  satisfaction  and  gratitude  with  which  we  have  regarded 
this  noble  contribution  in  behalf  of  our  instrumentalities  for  difilisiDg 
knowledge  among  the  people.  Sylvia  Ann  Rowland,  by  this  act  of 
enlightened  munificence,  has  won  the  right  to  have  her  name  placed 
among  the  highest  upon  the  list  of  our  public  benefactors ;  and  there 
it  will  remain,  even  should  an  unenviable  success  attend  the  eflfort  that 
is  making  to  divert  the  current  of  her  bounty  from  that  domain  which 
it  was  her  purpose  to  fertilize  and  beautify.  But  we  will  not  admit 
the  possibility  of  such  a  result.  We  look  forward  with  confidence  to 
the  day,  and  believe  it  to  be  not  far  distant,  when  the  people  of  New 
Bedford  shall  have  it  announced  to  them  that  the  design  of  their  bene- 
factress has  been  accomplished;  and  equally  confident  are  we,  that 
when  that  time  shall  arrive,  the  people's  representatives  will,  by  ordi- 
nances of  wisdom  and  liberality,  give  the  fUnd  such  a  direction  as  will 
not  only  insure  rich  returns  to  the  preserUt  but  that  future  generations 
shall  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.** 

The  "  delay  "  has  ended,  the  "  doubt "  is  removed,  and 
the  "confidence"  expressed  has  proved  well  founded. 
That  the  legal  proceedings  which  for  a  time  placed  a  bar- 
rier between  the  bequest  of  Sylvia  Ann  IIowland  and 
the  city  have  been  withdrawn,  and  the  executors  left  at 
liberty  to  carry  into  effect  the  benevolent  and  enlightened 
designs  of  the  testratrix,  is  well  known  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  our  city. 

The  report  of  our  predecessors  from  which  wc  have  so 
liberally  quoted,  has  anticipated  the  remarks  which  this 
noble  bequest  and  the  conditions  annexed  to  it  were  calcu- 
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lated  to  call  forth.  We  unite  with  them  in  the  expression 
of  the  confident  belief,  "  that  the  people's  representatives 
will,  by  ordinances  of  wisdom  and  liberality ,  give  the  fund 
such  a  direction  as  will  not  only  insure  rich  returns  to  the 
present^  but  that  future  generations  shall  rise  up  and  call 
her  blessed." 

Had  no  mention  been  before  made  in  relation-  to  this 
bequest,  and  it  had  become  our  duty  for  the  first  time  to 
speak  of  it,  we  could  have  found  no  language  more  befit- 
ting the  subject  than  that  which  is  contained  in  the  inaugural 
address  of  His  Honor  George  B.  Richmond,  mayor  of 
the  city. 

Situated  as  we  are,  it  is  impossible  that  wo  should  not 
feel  a  deep  interest  in  a  subject  so  nearly  connected  with 
the  important  work  of  the  education  of  the  people ;  and 
we  feel  that  we  shall  have  discharged  our  present  duty  by 
adopting  and  presenting  to  you  as  our  own  the  words  of 
our  chief  magistrate. 

''It  is  well  known  to  you  and  onr  fellow-citizens,  that  fiylTia  Ann 
Howland,  late  of  this  city,  bequeathed  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  After  years  of  doubt  and  delay, 
the  legal  Impediments  which  withheld  her  bounty  are  about  to  be  re- 
moved. Of  the  simple  financial  aspect  of  it  I  have  already  spoken. 
The  money  will,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  soon  bo  received ;  and 
this  assurance  comes  to  us  at  a  time  when  a  feeling  somewhat  allied 
to  embarrassment  has  begun  to  connect  itself  with  our  fiscal  affairs. 

**  I  feel,  gentlemen,  that  we  have  aftotber  duty  to  perform.  Having 
received  this  munificent  gift  with  gratitude  and  admiration  of  her  who 
willed  it,  it  is  cur  duty  to  carry  out  her  wishes  to  the  Aillest  extent. 
Her  desire  for  the  construction  of  the  water- works  has  been  realized, 
and  her  gift  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  anticipated ;  and  the  con- 
ditions of  the  gift  will  be  fkilflUed  when  it  shall  be  applied  to  the  debt 
thus  created. 

*'  The  conditions  connected  with  the  other  moiety  of  the  bequest  will 
call  for  great  care  and  much  though tflil  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Council.  Here  and  at  all  times  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this 
munificent  gift  was  not  given  that  we  might  thereby  make  a  trifling 
saving  in  our  annual  appropriations. 

"  The  cause  of  education  and  of  a  high  and  extended  intellectual 
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culture,  fts  I  understand,  called,  in  her  view,  for  means  and  appliances 
beyond  those  which  it  had  been  usual  to  provide  for  in  our  annual  ap- 
propriation. This  sentiment,  so  enlightened  and  so  honorable,  I  un- 
derstand she  expressed  to  those  who  had  the  charge  of  giving  a  legal 
validity  to  her  wishes  with  regard  to  her  property. 

**  As  soon  as  circumstances  shall  call  for  action  on  your  part  in  rela- 
tion to  these  bequests,  it  will  become  your  duty  to  give  a  rightAil  and 
permanent  direction,  by  ordinance,  to  the  investment  of  the  fUuds  and 
the  application  of  their  income. 

**  When  this  shall  be  done,  I  feel  that  it  will  be  your  pleasant  duty  to 
have  prepared,  in  some  simple,  esprcssivc  and  enduring  form,  a  me- 
morial of  this  act  of  enlightened  liberality." 

SirPPLEMENTARY  CATALOGUE. 

Our  Supplementary  Catalogue  was  completed  early  in 
the  year.  It  contains  between  eight  and  nine  thousand 
titles,  and,  with  our  first  publication,  gives  a  completQ 
catalogue  of  our  books  up  to  and  including  1867. 

The  work  was  carefully  prepared,  and  has  been  correct- 
ly and  beautifully  printed.  In  these  respects  it  does  not 
fall  short  in  a  comparison  with  any  of  the  catalogues 
which  have  come  to  us  from  the  largest  libraries  in  our 
country. 

INCREASED  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

During  the  year  the  finishing  of  a  room  in  the  attic  of 
our  Library  building,  has  increased  our  space  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  our  books.  The  room  is  largo  and  con- 
venient, and  easy  of  access.  It  will  give  the  librarian  an 
opportunity  to  classify  and  arrange  a  large  amount  of 
reading  matter  not  often  wanted,  but  which  should  always 
be  so  kept  as  to  give  facilities  for  its  examination. 

A  change  that  has  been  made  in  our  library-room  has 
largely  added  to  our  space,  and  to  the  appearance  of  the 
library. 

The  temporary  and  heavy  shelving  which  had  been 
placed  in  the  upper  alcoves  on  the  east  side  of  the  room 
has  been  removed,  and  its  place  supplied  by  sets  of  sl^elves 
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Tvitli  light  und  graceful  cjist-iron  supports.  The  west  side 
ha»  been  arranged  in  the  same  way.  By  this  plan  wo 
have  largely  increased  the  space  for  books  without  any 
detriment  to  the  beauty  of  the  apartment. 

But  more  room  is  greatly  wanted.  The  room  now 
occupied  by  the  superintendent  of  water  works,  which 
makes  a  part  of^the  library  premises,  and  was  for  many 
years  occupied  by  the  library,  is  now  much  wanted,  and 
measures  should  be  taken  to  restore  it  to  its  former  use. 
It  should,  in  our  opinion,  be  thoroughly  repaired  and  fitted 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  originally  designed. 

TRUST  FUNDS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  operations  for  the 
year,  and  the  present  condition,  of  the  several  Trust  Funds 
in  charge  of  the  Trustees. 

OSORGB  nOWLAND,  JUNIOR,  FUND. 

The  amount  of  tbis  l\ind  is $1,600.00 

Balance  of  income  as  per  last  statement, $262.57 

Income  for  the  year, 104.00 

$366.57 

Tbe  oxpenditnres  have  Been  as  follows : 

For  King  Philip's  war, $5.00 

For  Life  of  VVedgewood, 10.00 

For  Shaw's  Alphabets, 5.00 

For  Life  of  Holbein, S.50 

For  Prnng*s  Alphabets, ■ 2.25 

For  IlurdingS  Guide  and  Lessons, 12  00 

For  Manual  of  Wood  Carving, 2.00 

Fur  Art  of  Illumination, G.OO 

For  Soworby's  Conchology, 5.50 

For  Elements  of  Heraldry, 3.00 

For  Lives  of  Boulton  and  Watt, 6.00 

For  Life  of  William  Blake, 7,50 

$7^.75 
Balance  nncxpendcd, 203.83 

$866.57 
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CnxnLES  W.  MOltOAN  FU27D. 

The  amount  of  this  fund  Is    .  • 9I»000.CO 

Balance  of  income  as  per  last  statement, 911185 

lucome  for  the  year, Co.OO 

Amount  now  ou  hand, $17C.88 

No  expenditure. 

CHARLES    CONGDON    FUND. 

Balance  of  income  per  last  Htatement, #75.00 

Expended  for  Chamber*s  Encyclopedia, $35.00 

For  Yoseniite  Book, 30.00  65.00 

Balance, *  * 10.00 

•75.00 

BORTICULTUBAL  SOCIETY  FUND. 

Balance  as  per  last  Statement, •  •  $84.40 

JET^nditurea. 

Spectrum  Analysis, $6.75 

Fresh  and  Salt- Water  Aquarium, 1.12 

Graham's  Chemistry, 6.00 

British  Beetles, 3.50 

British  Bees, 8.50 

Geology  of  Illinois, 9.00      29.87 

Balance 54.68 

$84.40 

BALANCES  UNEXPENDED. 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  Fund, $293.82 

Charles  W.  Morgan  Fund, 176.85 

Charles  Congdon  Fund, 10.00 

UorticiUtural  Society  Fund, 54.53 

Whole  amount  unexpended, • $535.20 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Andrew  G.  Pierce, 
Horatio  Hathaway, 
Joseph  H.  Cornell, 
Gkorge  Howland,  Jr., 
Warren  Ladd, 
James  B.  Congdon, 


Trustees 

>*Free  Public  Library 

for  1869. 


City  of  New  Bedford, 
Free  Public  Library,  Jan,  5,  1870, 
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HONORABLE  HENRY  HOWLAND  CRAPO. 

The  following  notice  of  the  late  Governor  Crapo  was 
published  in  the  New  Bedford  Evening  Standard  of  July 
27,  1869.  He  died  on  the  23d.  Our  reasons  for  its  re- 
publication here  are  fully  stated  in  the  report,  and  need 
not  to  be  repeated.*  Indeed,  we  have  always  believed  that 
a  notice  of  the  death  of  any  beloved  and  honored  man  or 
woman  closely  connected  with  the  history  of  our  city, 
should  find  a  place  in  our  reports.  The  character  and 
lives  of  those  who  have  departed  from  among  us,  leaving 
behind  them  pleasant  and  instructive  memories,  should 
find  a  record  in  the  annual  statements  of  the  managers  of 
an  institution  so  closely  identified  with  the  moral  and  in- 
tellectual welfare  and  progress  of  our  inhabitants. 

This  notice  was  written  by  James  B.  Congdon,  an  inti- 
mate friend,  and  who  was,  for  a  great  number  of  years,  as- 
sociated with  Governor  Crapo  in  the  management  of  our 
town  affairs. 

**  We  must  leave  to  the  pen  of  the  biographer  the  details  of  the  life 
of  this  estimable  and  remarkable  man.  The  materials  are  ample  for  a 
volume  replete  with  interest  and  instruction.  Justice  to  his  memory 
and  to  the  large  number  to  whom  his  name  on  the  title  page  would 
give  the  book  a  value,  and  to  that  much  greater  number  to  whom  the 
experience  of  such  a  life  would  impart  energy  and  guidance,  calls  for 
the  publication  of  such  a  work. 

**  In  the  meantime,  the  readers  of  the  Standard,  the  people  of  this 
community,  cannot  be  satisfied  with  the  brief  notices  penned  and  pub- 
lished as  the  telegraph  flashed  to  us  the  intelligence  of  his  death. 

**  With  no  pretensions  to  the  qualifications  demanded  of  him,  who 
shaU  be  called  ppon  to  discharge  the  duty  of  biographer  of  Henry 
Howland  Crapo,  we  would  endeavor  to  supply  the  want  and  the  expec- 
tation to  which  we  have  alluded. 
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**  Mr.  Crapo  was  born  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  of  Dartmoath, 
In  the  county  of  Bristol,  May  24,  1804.  His  early  life  was  one  of  toil 
and  privation.  His  parents  were  poor ;  and  ftom  the  sterile  soil  which 
they  cultivated  no  returns  could  be  obtained  beyond  a  mere  livelihood. 

*<  He  early  became  alive  to  the  fact  that  there  were  better  things  to 
be  obtained  in  life  than  such  as  were  yielded  by  hard  and  incessant  toil 
upon  a  North  Dartmouth  farm,  and  he  saw,  too,  that  the  opening  to 
these  better  things  was  mainly  through  the  knowledge  to  be  found  in 
books. 

"  We  cannot  foUpw  this  earnest  Dartmouth  boy  in  the  long-continued 
struggles  which  constitute  the  salient  feature  of  his  early  life,  ^o  toil 
was  too  hard,  no  sacrifice  too  great  to  be  encountered  and  overcome 
by  his  persistent  efforts. 

"  We  have  seen  a  dictionary  in  manuscript,  compiled  (not  copied)  by 
him,  when  such  a  book  was  not  to  be  found  in  his  neighborhood,  and 
no  means  were  within  his  reach  for  its  purchase.  In  his  desire  to  ac- 
quire a  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  he  copied  into  his  book 
the  words  he  met  with,  whose  meaning  he  did  not  understand,  and  then 
OS  he  met  them  in  the  newspapers  and  books  within  his  reach,  he  would 
study  out  and  record  the  definitions. 

'^From.a  book  which  he  fjicked  up  in  the  neighborhood,  he  made 
himself  familiar  with  the  theory  of  surveying.  There  was  a  call  for 
the  services  of  a  land  surveyor,  but  he  had  no  compass.  But  in  this, 
as  in  other  cases,  there  was  a  '  will,'  and  consequently  there  was  a 
*  way.'  A  compass  he  wanted,  and  a  compass  he  would  have.  He  had 
no  money;  but  near  at  hand  there  was  a  blacksmith's  forge,  and  upon 
that  forge  and  with  such  tools  as  he  found  in  the  shop  and  used  while 
the  smith  was  at  dinner,  a  compass  was  constructed,  and  the  Dart- 
mouth boy,  like  George  Washington,  began  life  as  a  surveyor  of  land. 
The  General  did  not  make  his  own  compass. 

"  He  became  a  teacher,  too.  He  was  the '  village  master ' ;  and  when 
in  the  course  of  time  and  under  the  pressure  of  law  a  high-school  was 
to  be  opened,  he  became  a  candidate  for  the  mastership,  and  succeeded. 
Not  however  without  a  struggle.  He  knew  what  the  law  required ; 
and  hard  was  the  toll  required  of  him  to  meet  these  requisitiohs. 

"  One  evening,  after  the  labors  of  the  day  were  over,  he  travelled  on 
foot  from  his  home  to  New  Bedford,  called  upon  J.  H.  W.  Page,  then, 
it  is  believed,  preceptor  of  the  Friends'  Academy,  went  through  a 
thorough  examination,  received  from  him  a  certificate  that  he  was  qual- 
ified, trudged  back  to  his  home  the  same  night,  and  lay  down  upon  his 
bed  after  travelling  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  on  foot,  happy  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a  talisman  that  would  open  to  him  the  door  of  the  school-house. 

**  When  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  he  left  Dartmouth  and  became  a  citi- 
een  of  New  Bedford,  he  still  followed  the  occupation  of  aland  surveyor, 
helping  out  his  scanty  gains  by  occasionally  acting  as  an  auctioneer. 
Upon  the  retirement  of  Capt.  Kelley  Eldridge,  who  had  long  and  fnlth- 
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fully  served  the  town,  lie  was  chosen  town  clerk,  treasurer,  and  collector 
of  taxes.  These  offices  he  held  until  the  form  of  our  municipal  gov- 
ernment was  changed,  a  period  of  about  fifteen  years.  Upon  the 
inauguration  of  the  city  government,  he  was  elected  treasurer  and 
collector  of  taxes,  a  situation  which  he  held  for  two  or  three  years. 

**  He  closed  his  connection  wilh  our  mnnicipal  government  by  holding 
for  a  short  time  the  office  of  alderman.  As  chairman  of  the  council 
committee  on  education,  he  was  one  of  the  first  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Free  Public  Library.  The  report  upon  which  was  based  the  order 
for  the  establishment  of  that  institution,  was  prepared  by  him. 

**  Ko  man  connected  with  our  municipal  concerns  ever  had,  to  a  greater 
extent  than  Mr.  Crapo,  the  confidence  of  the  people.  He  was  exact 
and  methodical  in  all  matters  of  record;  conscientious  and  laboriously 
persistent  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty ;  clear  in  his  methods  and 
statements  in  all  that  appertained  to  his  official  transactions  with  the 
town  and  his  townsmen,  leaving,  at  the  end  of  his  long  connection  with 
them,  all  that  belonged  to  his  department  as  a  financial  or  recording  of- 
ficer so  luminous  and  complete  that  no  error  has  ever  been  detected  or 
any  improvement  made  qpon  his  plans. 

*<  It  was,  while  thus  connected  with  the  town,  that  his  mind  was  in 
training  for  the  elevated  positions  to  which  he  was  afterwards  called. 
It  was  in  the  New  Bedford  town  meetings  and  in  the  transaction  of  the 
business  connected  with  the  town  aflkirs,  that  he  learned  those  practi- 
cal lessons  which  were  so  important  to  him  when  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  senate  of  Michigan,  and  when  he  guided  the  aflUrs  of  the  Penin- 
sular State  as  its  Governor. 

"  How  often,  when  speaking  of  his  experience  while  holding  these 
offices  so  exalted  and  so  honorable,  has  he  been  known  to  advert  to  the 
training  of  the  town  meeting,  and  to  the  lessons  taught  him  while  con- 
nected with  our  town  afiOsdrs ;  and  to  declare  but  for  that  experience  he 
never  would  have  succeeded  when  his  fellow-citizens  of  Blichlgan  be- 
stowed upon  him  such  high  official  honors. 

**  As  president  of  the  Bristol  County  Mutual  Fire,  and  seoretaiy  of 
the  Bedford  Commercial,  Insurance  Companies,  he  gave  to  those  insti- 
tutions that  integrity  of  purpose,  those  prudent  and  sagacious  counsels, 
and  that  lumlnousness  of  method  that  characterized  all  his  transactions 
with  and  for  his  fellow-citizens.    No  monjent  was  unimproved. 

*'  While  connected  with  the  town  government  he  compiled  and  pub- 
lished between  the  years  1836  and  1845,  five  numbers  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Directory,  the  first  work  of  the  kind  issued  among  us. 

<*  He  i&lso  gathered  a  large  and  valuable  amount  of  materials  relating 
to  the  early  history  of  his  native  town.  These  must  remain  among  his 
papers ;  and  will,  no  doubt,  one  day  assist  in  the  compilation  of  a  his- 
tory of  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  and  of  the  four  other  municipalities 
which  once  made  a  part  of  that  prolific  mother  of  towns. 

"  We  have  space  but  for  a  brief  sketch  of  Mr.  Crapo's  business  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


28 


public  career  after  his  removal  to  Michigan.  The  clrcnmstances  of  his 
removal  and  of  the  manly  straggles  and  sharp  conflicts  which  made  a 
large  part  of  his  experience  daring  his  early  residence  in  that  State, 
although  they  form  an  interesting  i>ortion  of  his  history,  and,  in  a  most 
remarkable  manner,  exemplify  the  sagacity  and  persistence  so  promi- 
nent in  his  character,  cannot  be  detailed  here.  He  triumphed  over 
every  obstacle,  and  in  a  few  years  after  his  removal  to  Michigan  in 
1857,  he  was  known  as  one  of  the  largest  owners  of  woodland  and  one 
of  the  most  extensive  and  saccessfhl  mannfkctnrers  of  lumber  in  the 
State. 

'*  The  qualities  which  he  exhibited  in  the  management  of  his  large 
and  lucrative  business,  led  to  his  introduction  into  public  life.  In  1862 
he  was  elected  mayor  of  Flint,  his  place  of  residence ;  the  two  foUow- 
lowlng  years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Michigan  senate ;  and  in  1864 
he  was  elected  Governor  of  the  state,  holding  the  office  for  four  years. 
As  a  senator  he  exhibited  those  patriotic  and  statesmanlike  qualities 
which  excited  the  surprise  and  admiration  of  the  people,  and  which  led 
to  his  selection,  with  uncommon  unanimity,  for  the  highest  office  in 
their  gift.  The  volunteers  of  Michigan  wei^e  grateful  to  the  senator 
whose  devotion  to  them  never  faltered ;  the  people  were  also  grateAil; 
for  he  showed  them  the  way  by  which  they  could  be  just  to  the  defend- 
ers of  the  country,  and,  at  the  same  time,  bear  with  ease  the  pecuniary 
burthens  of  the  conflict. 

'<  But  prominent  as  he  was,  and  great  as  was  his  success  as  a  senator, 
the  people  of  Michigan  would  not  receive  him  as  their  candidate  for 
Governor  until  he  had,  by  stumping  the  State,  shown  them  his  fluce, 
and  proved,  by  meeting  his  opponents  in  public  discussions,  his  right 
to  the  high  distinction. 

'*  In  no  time  during  his  life,  did  Governor  Crapo  show  more  promi- 
nently the  large  resources  and  sterling  traits  of  his  character.  He 
owed  it  to  the  party  which  had  put  him  in  nomination,  that  there  should 
be  no  failure  on  his  part  to  meet  the  call  of  the  people.  But  he  went 
forth,  with  an  unfaltering  determination,  it  is  true,  but  with  many  mis- 
givings ;  and  when  after  a  few  trials  he  found  that  he  had  met  the  ex- 
pectations of  his  political  friends  and  had  worked  himself  into  a  posi- 
tion of  confidence  in  his  own  ability  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
occasion,  no  man  in  Michigan  was  more  surprised  at  the  result  than 
the  candidate  himself. 

*<  The  man,  who  but  a  few  years  before,  had  been  obliged  to  retire 
Arom  the  platform  of  a  political  meeting  in  New  Bedford,  because,  in 
his  distrust  of  his  own  ability  and  his  awe  of  the  multitude,  he  could 
not  utter  a  word,  was  now  the  fluvorite  orator  of  the  people  and  every- 
where triumphantly  successful.  He  was  elected  and  reelected  by  large 
majorities ;  and  his  wise  administration  of  the  aifisdrs  of  the  State  jus- 
tified the  selection  that  had  been  made  by  the  people.    The  events  of 
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that  administration  belong  to  the  history  of  the  country.  We  have 
space  to  advert  to  one  only. 

''  For  many  years  it  had  been  the  custom  for  the  snccessfhl  candidates 
for  governor,  to  be  applied  to  for  pardons  for  all  sach  inmates  of  the 
State  prison  as  had  been  able,  in  any  way,  to  make  an  interest  with  the 
prominent  politicians  of  the  winning  party.  It  was  considered,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  that  these  applications  should  be  granted ;  and  the 
result  had  been,  that  upon  the  election  of  a  new  governor,  a  large  batch 
of  pardons  was  granted,  and  a  great  number  of  convicts  let  loose  upon 
the  people. 

**  Governor  Crapo  met  the  usual  applications  of  this  character  with  a 
Arm  and  inflexible  denial.  The  party  men  who  had  aided  in  his  eleva- 
tion, and  who  looked  upon  this  brokerage  in  pardons  as  a  portion  of 
the  party  spoils,  were  amazed  and  indignant  at  this  exhibition  of  official 
independence.  But  indignation  and  threatening  availed  not.  The  vile 
practice  was  stopped ;  and  the  Governor  sent  forth  ftom  his  office,  in 
defence  of  his  course,  and  in  condemnation  of  the  former  proceedings, 
a  paper,  so  Itill  of  sound  and  statesmanlike  views  upon  the  subject,  and 
so  clearly  and  forcibly  expressed,  that  it  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
ablest  upon  the  subject  of  the  pardoning  power  that  had  ever  been 
written. 

<'  The  biographer  of  Governor  Crapo  will  one  day  tell  with  what 
heroic  determination  he  bore  up  under  the  pressure  of.  disease  and  per- 
formed his  public  duties,  when  to  discharge  them  seemed  to  be  the 
summons  to  certain  death. 

«  The  visitor  to  Michigan  and  to  the  former  home  of  Governor  Crapo 
will  be  shown  his  wide-spreading  acres ;  and  will  be  told  of  that  sagac- 
ity and  perseverance  which  converted  immense  tracts  of  swamp,  prolific 
in  nothing  but  wild  plants  and  poisonous  malaria,  into  beautifhl  and 
fertile  forms. 

**  Such  is  a  brief  and  most  imperfect  record  of  the  life  of  Henry  H. 
Crapo.  His  was  not  a  long  life,  but  few  men  have  accomplished  so 
much ;  and  while  his  efforts  gave  him  success  and  distinction,  they,  at 
the  same  time,  were  the  means  of  wide-spread  and  enduring  advantages 
to  others." 

We  find  the  following  in  a  lettef  from  Flint,  Michigan, 
dated  July  23,  published  in  the  Detroit  Tribune. 

"  To  say  that  his  death  has  cast  a  gloom  over  our  entire  city,  very 
inadequately  expresses  the  deep  sorrow  depicted  on  every  countenance. 
He  has  not  only  won  the  respect  but  the  affections  of  our  citizens. 
While  the  state  at  large  will  regret  his  death  as  an  eminent  and  upright 
public  officer,  we  mourn  his  untimely  end  as  an  energetic,  influential 
citizen,  a  wise  counsellor,  a  prime  mover  in  the  prosperity  of  our  city, 
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and  a  kind  neighbor  who  ever  stood  ready  to  aid  the  unfortunate.  With 
his  administration  of  state  aflkirs  the  pobiic  are  fkmiliar.  It  needs  no 
enlogy  at  onr  hands.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  he  assumed  control  at  a  verj 
critical  period,  being  near  the  close  of  the  war,  when  all  public  aflkirs 
were  in  a  y  ery  unsettled  condition,  and  when  the  resources  of  the  state 
were  being  taxed  to  the  greatest  extent  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
general  goverhment  in  prosecuting  the  war  with  vigor.  That  we  emerge 
flrom  the  great  contest  with  a  proud  record,  ranking  with  the  highest 
for  aid  and  counsel  rendered  the  government,  was  attributable  in  do 
small  degree  to  the  great  foresight  and  indomitable  energy  di8playe4 
by  our  lamented  ex-Governor,  who  so  well  took  up  and  carried  forward 
the  patriotic  and  untiring  efforts  of  his  predecessor  in  the  gubernatorial 
office.  The  brave  boys  who  sustained  the  glorious  reputation  of  our 
state,  during  the  last  year  of  the  war,  leiirued  to  love  and  respect  him 
for  the  almost  parental  affection  shown  them,  and  we  know  they  will 
long  revere  his  memory,  and  in  this  they  will  be  Joined  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

*'  He  died  almost  without  a  struggle.  Half  an  hour  before  the  spirit 
took  its  flight,  he  was  resting  very  quietly,  without  indication  that  his 
end  was  so  near.  But  «oon  after,  on  making  some  necessary  exertion, 
he  appiurently  fainted,  and  dropped  away  without  Airthei  warning. 
While  our  people  would  not  parade  their  sorrow,  they  cannot  withhold 
their  tributes  of  respect.  A  great  deal  of  the  business  of  our  town  is 
to-day  suspended,  flags  are  floating  at  half-mast,  and  many  places  are 
closed  and  draped  with  mourning.  The  common  council  assembled 
this  forenoon  and  passed  resolutions  expressive  of  the  deep  public  feel- 
ing and  the  profound  sorrow  that  is  felt  by  our  whole  community." 

The  Flint  Globe  of  July  28,  has  a  brief  but  truthful  and 
able  article  on  the  death  of  Governor  Crapo.  We  give  a 
few  extracts. 

<<  In  1861  he  was  elected  mayor  of  this  city.  In  the  following  year  he 
was  chosen  by  the  people  of  Genesee  county  to  represent  them  in  the 
state  senate.  In  1864  he  was  elected  to  the  responsible  position  of 
Qovemor  of  the  state,  and  in  1866  was  reelected  to  that  office.  These 
positions  he  fllled  with  satisfaction  to  his  constituents  and  honor  to 
himself.  Even  his  political  opponents  accorded  to  him  great  credit  fof 
his  integrity  and  earnestness  of  purpose. 

**  A  cotemporary  remarks  that '  Michigan  never  had  a  Governor  before 
him  who  devoted  as  much  personal  attention  and  pains-taking  labor  to 
his  public  duties  as  did  he.' 

'<  The  same  may  be  truthAiUy  said  in  reference  to  every  public  posi- 
tion he  has  held.  The  same  spirit  controUed  him  in  everything  with 
which  he  had  to  do.    His  vast  private  business  received  his  personal 
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attention  even  to  the  smallest  minntia.  This,  he  contended,  was  the 
real  secret  of  success ;  and  in  no  branch  of  his  business  was  it  more 
Strictly  adhered  to  than  in  his  agricultural  pursuits.  Agriculture  was 
his  fkvorite  theme,  and  he  gave  it  much  attention  and  study.  He  owned 
and  cultivated  three  large  farms  in  this  county,  the  most  extensive  of 
which,|known  as  the  'Gaines  Farm,'  being  located  about  twelve  miles 
Arom  this  city,  and  containing  1200  acres.  These  farms  are  well  stocked 
with  the  highest  grades  of  imported  cattle,  sheep,  etc.,  (many  of  which 
he  Imported  himself,)  and  are  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  di- 
rected operations  on  these  farms  Arom  maps  which  h§  had  drawn,  and 
when  confined  to  his  bed,  he  required  those  in  charge  of  them  to  report 
at  regular  intervals.  From  his  couch  he  gave  directions  for  their  man- 
agement even  to  the  minutest  details.  When  we  add  to  all  the  zeal  he 
manifested  in  conducting  his  business  enterprises,  the  attention  which 
he  has  given  to  those  of  a  public  nature  —  his  connection  with  railroad 
interests,  and  the  vast  amount  of  labor  which  the  public  positions  he 
held  Imposed  upon  him, — we  are  amazed  whil&  we  admire  the  great 
mental  power  which  he  has  exhibited. 

'<  Governor  Crapo  was  not  what  critics  would  call  a  brilliant  man, 
yet  he  was  gifted  by  nature  with  the  true  elements  of  greatness,  —  a 
clear  and  comprehensive  intellect,  an  honest  heart,  of  righteous  deter- 
mination, and  vigilance  in  all  his  undertakings.  Ever  truthftil,  he  knew 
what  course  to  pursue ;  prudent,  he  knew  where  to  stop ;  fearless,  he 
knew  when  to  advance.  As  a  private  citizen  he  was  enterprising,  gen- 
erous, and  a  safe  counsellor ;  as  a  neighbor  he  was  kind,  and  in  his 
fkmily  affectionate.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  church.  He 
considered  the  self-evidence  of  the  Christian  doctrine  its  most  power- 
Ail  recommendation  to  the  conscience  of  every  human  being  possessed 
of  a  well-balanced  heart  and  brain ;  and  we  believe  he  has  a  place  in 
the  kingdom  *  not  of  this  world.*  Long  wiU  the  loss  of  the  great  and 
noble  subject  of  this  notice  be  felt,  not  alone  by  the  people  of  this  city 
and  vicinity,  but  by  the  people  of  the  state  at  large." 


THE  FIRST  MOVEMENT  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF  THE*  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Letter  from  Warren  Ladd,  Esq.,  to  His  Honor  George 
Howland,  Jr. : 

Nbw  Bedford,  Aug.  16th,  1856. 
DsAB  Sir,—  Inclosed  I  send  you  the  original  order  I  introduced  in 
the  Common  Council  July  8th,  1851,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of 
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a  Free  Pablic  Library  in  this  city.  Ton  will  see  by  the  indorsements 
that  it  passed  the  Coancil,  but  was  killed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
The  order  was  the  first  incipient  step  in  the  movement  which  estab- 
lished our  present  Free  Library.  I  offered  the  order  on  my  own  re- 
sponsibility, without  any  previous  consultation  with  any  one,  and 
urged  its  adoption  in  a  few  remarks  on  the  benefits  which  would  follow 
its  establishment  to  all  classes,  more  especially  to  the  young  — to  those 
who  had  just  left  school  —  as  an  agency  by  which  they  might  be  enabled 
to  store  their  minds  with  useftd  knowledge.  The  order  passed  the 
Common  Council,  i  think,  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

Yours  respectfully, 

WARREN  LADD. 
Hon.  Oboboe  Howland,  Mayor. 

In  Common  Council, 

July  8th,  1851. 
Orderedy  —  ThSit  a  committee  of  three  fh)m  the  Common  Council, 
with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  expediency  of  establishing,  in  this  city,  a  Free 
Public  Library. 
Adopted. 

[Signed,]  LUTHER  G.  HEWINS,  Clerk. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

In  Board  of  Aldkhmek, 

July  8th,  1851. 
Nonconcurred. 

[Signed,]  I.  M.  RICHARDSON,  City  Clerk. 


Digitized  by 


Google- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NINETEENTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF   THE 


TRUSTEES 


OP   THE 


FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY 


%, 


NEW  BEDFORD,  '/.laji.' 


NEW  BEDFORD: 

FESbEXDEN    &     BAKER.    CITY    I'KINTERS. 

1871.  ^  ( 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by« 


.Google 


0 

NINETEENTH   ANNUAL   REPORT 


OF  THE 


TRUSTEES 


or  THS 

• 


FREE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY 


07 


PW  BEDrORD,  y^aJ6.  - 


PRINTED  BT  OBDEB  OF  THE  OTTT  OOUKOIL. 


NEW  BEDFOBD: 

yiSSlNDKN    h    BAKBB,    CITT   FBINTBRS. 
1871. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


In  Boabd  of  Ajldebmen, 

February  16,  1871. 
Bead  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  down  for  con- 
currence. 

Henbt  T.  Lbonabd,  Cit^  Clerk. 


Concurred. 


Ik  Common  CoimoiL, 

February  16, 1871. 

WiLUiM  A.  Chuboh,  Clerk. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FOB  THB  YBAB  1871. 


TBUdTBBS. 
His  Honor,  Gbobge  B,  Richmond,  Mayor  of  the  City. 
Chables  M.  PiEBCEy  Jr.,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common 

Council. 
J.  WiNGATE  Frost,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standinir 

Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  ^ 

James  B.  Congdon,  Esq.,         >  at  large, 

George  F.  Eingmak,  Esq.,      ) 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees — ^His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

OOX^X^Z'TTSSS. 
ON  THB  IiIBBABY. 

George  B.  Richmond,  George  Howland,  Jr.; 

James  B.  Congdon. 

builbino. 

J.  WiNGATE  Frost,  Charles  M.  Pierce,  Jr., 

George  F.  Kingman. 

A0GOUMT& 

James  B.  Congdon,  J.  Wingate  Frost, 

George  F.  Ejngman. 

lOBBABIAN. 

ROBEBT  C.   InGBAHAM. 

ASaiSTAJTr  LIBBABIAN. 

SOFHIA  E.   AliBfT. 
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DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1870. 


Yolamei.    FampUets. 
DoNOBS.  Bound.  Unboond. 

Allen,  Edward  A.  H., 16  6 

Ahnjt  Charles, 2 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 

American  Colonization  Society, 

American  Philoflophical  Society, 

Bogart,  William  H., 

Boston  City  ^08pital, 1 

Boiton  Fnblic  Library, 

Brayton,  George,    •• •• 

Brooaon  Libraiyi  Watertown, 1 

Brooks,  James, 

Bryant,  Charies, 

Baffinton,  James, S5  1 

Bureau  Refugees, •    •    • 

Butler  Hospital  for  tbe  Insane, 

Chandler,  Charles  F., 

Gharlastown  Public  Library, 

Chisholin,  Elijah  H.| 6 

Clarke,  Henry  B., 

Coggeshall,  Thomas, 

CoBgdon,  James  Bu, 8  2 

Cornell,  Darid  L., 

Cutter,  Abram  £., .       1 

De  Yoe,  Thomas  F., 2 

Dexter,  Franklin  B., 

IKtoU,  Ira, 

Dunbar,  George  £L, 11 

Earle,  Robert, 

Eliot,  Thomas  D., 82  119 

Eliot,  Mrs.  Thomas  D., 54 

Erans,  Benjamm, 

Fall  River  Public  Library, 

Farrington,  William  EL, •    .    •    •  2  10 

Fessenden  &  Baker, S 

French,  Rodney,     •..«...'...•  3 

Goodwin,  William  F., 

Gordon,  William  A. 41 
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VolnmeB.    Pamphlets. 
DoNOBB.  Bound.  Unbound. 

Gi^ell,  Joseph  G., 15 

Hartford  Young  Men'b  Institute 1 

Rowland,  George,  Jr.) 1 

Howland,  Philip  EL, I 

HiA)bard,  Oliver  Payson, 2 

Hutchinson,  SyWander, 3 

Ejiowlton,  haac  C, 1 

Ladd,  Warren, 3 

Ladies'  Library  AssooEationi  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  .  I 

Lewis,  James  M., 1 

Libi'ary  Company,  Philadelplua, 2 

Library  of  Congress, 1 

Loring  &  Atkinson, 1 

Lowell  City  Library, 2 

Lyman,  Theodore,  3d| 1 

Lynch,  John, 1 

McEenzie,  Alexander, 1 

Mlune  State  Library, 1 

Massachusetts  Board  6f  Health, 1 

May,  Samuel  L, •    .        1 

M«dical  Society,  D.  C,    ........    .  1 

Mdrcantile  Library  Association,  N.  7*)  •    •    •    •        ^  ^ 

Merrill,  Edward  B.,    . 10  1  214 

M<}rgan,  8.  Griffitts,   . 4 

Nefw  York  State  Library, 1 

N/e,  Gideon,  Jr., 10 

Ohio  Mechanics  Institute,  Cindnnati,     ....  1 

Peabody  Academy  of  Science,  Saiem,    .    •    •    •  1 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore, 1 

Pelibody  Institute,  Peabody, 1 

Peirce,  Ebenezer  W., 1 

People's  Library,  Newport,  ••••••••        I 

Pitman,  Robert  C, 33 

Public  Library,  Newburyporti 1 

Public  Library,  Beading, 1 

Publie  Library,  WateHcrwn, 1 

Quint,  Alonco  H.,  •    •    » 5 

Bamsey,  Alexander, I 

Boberfsoii, 'C.  A>,   •••••••••••  1 

Bodmaoy  BenjaBuoi     •   •    •    • 1 
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Yolimies.    FampUetB. 
Donors  Bound.  Unboand. 

Bodman,  Edmand, 40 

BodmaD,  Samael, 7  4  5 

Botch,  William  J., 829  4  6 

Schieffelin,  Henry  M., 1 

School  Board,  St  Lonis, 1 

Shaw,  Job  L., 4 

Smithflonian  Institution, 1  9 

State  Lunatic  Hospital*  Nmrthamptonf   •    .    •    •  1 

State  of  Bhode  Island, 1 

Steams,  George  W., S 

Stetson,  Thomas  M., 17 

Sumner,  Charles, 15  8 

Superintendent  of  the  C!oaflt  Suryeji     •    .    •    •        1 

Swasej,  Charles  L., 1  8 

Taber,  Robert  B., 1  1 

Taber,  William  C, 5  7 

Thompson,  James  D., 8 

Thomson,  John  H.| t 

United  States  Congress, 49 

Wilcox,  Thomas, 68 

Willey,  Henry, 1  8 

Wilmington  Institute,  Delaware,   ......  1 

Wines,  £.  C, 7 

Wood,  Henry  T., 1 

Worcester  Public  Library, I 

Worth,  Benjamin, 6 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffalo,     .....  2 

Young  Men^  Christian  Assodation,  Worcester,    •  1 

Young  Men's  Mercantile    Library    Assodatioiit 

Cincinnati, 1 

Young   Men's   Mercantile  Libraiy  4aBQciationi 

Pittsburg,  Fa., .    .    .    . 1 

NEWSPAPEBS  AKD  CHABTa 
Anthony,  Edmund,  Daily  Evening  Standard,,  Tola.  6-6.    4  ▼.,  fb« 
Bodman,  Samuel,  Chart  of  Acushnet  Biver,  taken  from  Dea  Bams^  Charti 

1776.    Coast  Survey  Chart  of  New  Bedford  Harbor. 
Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  Chart  of  Alaskfu 
Thompson,  James  D.,  New  Bedibrd  Daily  Begirteri  Vols.  1-^    6  vols.,  & 
United  States,  Engineer  Departnent,  Mi|Hi^  Vvg^  lS$4fli. 
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REPORT. 


To  J3is  Simor  the  Mayor ^  and  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  of  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  ITew  Bedford: 

The  Trustees  of  the  New  Bedfoud  Fbee  Public  Libkaet 
respectfully  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  their  Nineteenth 
Annual  Rbpobt. 

It  is  gratifying  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  inform  you»  that 
the  statistics  for  the  year  1870  exhibit  a  more  extensive  use 
of  the  Library  than  in  any  year  which  has  preceded  it. 

There  have  been  taken  from  the  Library  during  the  year, 
(hirty-n^ine  thouaandifour  hundred  and  tv^enty-eight  volumes. 

The  daily  average  of  deliveries  has  been  one  hundred 
and  (wenty-eight. 

The  increase  of  cards  has  been  five  hundred  and  nine-- 
teen. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  issued  is  ten  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  twentyseven. 

These  statements  show  an  increase  of  three  thousand, 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-six  volumes  taken,  and  an  increase. 
of  the  daily  average  of  twelve  over  the  year  1869. 

The  number  of  readers  at  the  Library  is  evidently  on  the 
increase.  It  has  given  us  much  pleasure,  in  our  former 
Beports,  to  allude  to  this  interesting  feature  in  the  operations 
of  our  Library.  Should  the  number  of  visitors  of  this  class 
ccmtinue.  to  increase,  it  will  soon  become  necessaiy  to  add  to 
the  space  now  devoted  to  our  readers* 
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AOOBSSIOMB  DUBIKG  THE  YEAB* 

There  has  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the  past  year 
more  than  one  ihousand  volumes.  The  whole  number  is  now 
about  twerUy-three  ihcrusand. 

We  have  also  largely  increased  the  number  of  our  pam- 
phlets, and  at  this  tune  the  number  cannot  be  short  of 
9even  thousand. 

The  books  purchased  during  the  year,  a  la^  proportioii 
of  which  are  English  works,  not  re-f^ublished  in  this  country, 
haye  been  of  the  highest  rank  in  the  litenture  of  our  lan- 
guage. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state,  that  we  ar^  every  year 
filling  up  the  blanks  in  oiur  Catalogue  with  the  standard  piib^ 
lications  in  our  own  language ;  and  we  arewwraatod  in  the 
expectation  and  belief,  that  before  many  years  shall  elapse, 
tibere  will  be  found  on  the  shelves  of  the  New  Bedfc»d  f>ee 
Public  library,  a  collection  of  books  in  tiie  EngMsh  tongue, 
which  shall  be  exceeded  in  value  utd  eiitoiit  by  few  Ubca- 
ries  of  oilr  oouiitry. 

Visitors  to  ^ur  inertitution,  whose  ftiailiiirily  with  the 
literature  of  our  language  gives  them  the  ability  to  judge, 
have  often  expressed  the  opinion  that  oQr  ooUection,  for  its 
extent,  embraced  as  large  a  proportion  of  truly  valuable 
books  as  any  Library  in  the  country.  It  will,  we  most  oon- 
fidently  believe,  be  the  aim  of  those  to  whom  the  zaanagemert 
oi  the  Libnuy  shall  be  entrusted  for  the  ftiture,  as  it  has 
been  of  those  who  ha/ve  directed  its  opm^tions  for  &e  past 
eighteen  years  of  its  existence,  to  give  it  a  ohaiMter  and 
Imputation  which  shall  reflect  <)r0dit  upon  0ur  ciiy  while  it 
diffuses  light  aud  knowledge  among  onr  people.  It  has 
already  attained  a  position  hi^y  gratifying  to  every  dtbea 
of  New  Bedford,  as  well  as  to  all  who  have  beien  in  any  way 
oonnectad  with  its  management;  and  the  prospect  far  the 
ooming  yeairs  is  full  of  a  most  eaooltfaging  aMtifatie^,  tihat 
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1S^  sftme  osre  and  demotion  on  tlie  paarti  of  its  manageiSi 
and  the  same  liberal  sopport  from  the  people  and  the 
people's  representatives,  will  place  it  in  the  foremost  rank 
among  ^e  depositories  of  learnings  in  our  conntiy.  With  an 
increase  of  its  means,  ivill  he  demailded  a  corresponding" 
increase  of  the  diligence^  skill  and  deTOtedness  demanded 
for  its  management ;  aad  these  secured,  its  progress  must  be 
steadfly  onward  to  a  higher  and  still  higher  position  of  uae^ 
ioliieiss  and  rq>utation. 

DOKATIONS. 

In  eirery  Seport,  that  has  been  sent  you  firom  this  Board, 
there  has  been  pleasure  and  gratitude  expressed  when  mem- 
tion  has  been  Inade  of  tiie  donations  for  the  year.  The 
present  year  will  form  no  exception.  It  is  our  pleasant  duty 
to  lay  before  yon  a  i^ecord  of  donations  which,  in  point  <tf 
numbers  aiid  -value  will  compare  most  favorably  with  any 
one  which  has  preceded  it.  Moi^  than  one  hun4;red  individ- 
uals have  remembered  us,  and  have  enriched  our  institution 
with  mx  hfundred  and  mrwty^wo  volumes >  of  books,  ^even 
kiindred  and  fifteen  pamphlets,  nine  volumes  of  newspapers, 
md  many  valuable  maps  and  charts*  In  this  view  of  oar 
relation  to  the  public,  we  may  truly  say,  that  we  have 
retamed  till  ottr  former  benefactors  and  largely  increased 'the 
Bumber.  This  is  encouraging  to  all  who  harve  the  manage- 
ment of  the  instkution,  and  full  of  promise  for  its  future 
enhu^em^t.  We  have  so  often  given  eiq[)ression  to  the  satis- 
&otion  derived  by  the  managing  board  from  this  source,  that 
we  shall  not  be  held  k&  wanting  in  the  sentiment,  or  too  briet 
in  giving  it  expression,  if  we  do  not  refer  more  particularly 
to  &e  Est  of  donors,  which  It  gives  us  so  mueh  pleasure  to  " 
prasent  to  you.  To  every  individual  named  on  that  list  we 
fbel  grateful ;  and  in  your  names^  and  in  the  names  of  the 
people  of  New  Bedford,  we  thus  publicly  thank  them  for 
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the  donatioQs  they  hare  made^  and  for  the  evidcnee  tiiMe 
dcnmtions  haye  offered  of  an  interest  in  the  property  o£  tiie 
Free  Public  Library. 

From  CiongreeSy  and  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution* 
we  continue  to  receive,  under  tiiie  operation  of  law,  and  the 
fayor  of  the  Hon.  James  Buffinton,  the  valuable  publicatioiia 
which  are  issued  under  the  general  government.  And  is 
this  connection  we  may  be  allowed  to  state,  that  Mr.  BojBbi- 
ton  has  not  only  continued  to  us  the  privilege  of  reoeiviiig 
the  public  documents  as  the  custodians  of  the  District,  bat 
has  &vored  us  by  the  donation,  personally,  of  many  valuable 
works.  As  we  allude  to  tiie  favor,  direct  and  indirect, 
which  we  have  received  through  the  instrumentality  of  faim 
who  now  so  ably  represents  this  District  in  the  National 
Council,  there  open  upon  us  deep  and  predous  memories  of 
the  past,  when  one  departed  fellow-citizen,  distinguished  and 
beloved,  Thomas  Dawes  Euot,  occupied  so  long  and  so 
worthily  that  honorable  posi^on.  During  the  whole  period 
of  his  public  life,  and  for  the  whole  time  embraced  between 
the  opening  of  this  institution  and  his  death,  he  was  its  un* 
wearied  and  mtlnificent  benefactor.  Our  records  and  our 
reports  abound  with  the  evidence  of  the  interest  which  he 
felt  in  the  Library,  and  of  the  valuable  donations  by  which 
that  interest  was  manifested. 

And  now  the  list  which  we  annually  publish  bears  hia 
name  for  the  last  time.  The  name  is  there,  and  there  la 
another  beside  it ;  the  one  bearing  testimony  to  hia  continued 
interest  in  the  institution  which  he  had  always  cherished ; 
the  other,  that  the  feeling  of  regard  )ias  even  survived  hia 
departure  and  has  found  expression  through  her  whom  hie 
death  has  made  desolate. 

This  is  not  the  place  for  this  good  man's  eulogy.  Even 
were  it  so,  the  work  has  already  been  done,  the  high  and 
melancholy  duly  has  already  been  performed.    We  shall 
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transfer  to  our  pages  the  record,*  which  gave  to  us  at  the 
period  of  his  death,  the  expressions  of  high  and  honorable 
appreciation  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  associates  of  tiie 
bar  and  in  public  life,  end  by  all  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
"which  spoke  so  feelingly  and  eloquently  of  the  all-pervading 
grief  at  his  departure.  Thus,  as  it  naturally  connected  itself 
with  our  record  of  donations  and  with  the  general  subject  of 
accessions  to  the  Library  through  the  interest  felt  by  indi- 
viduals in  its  enlargement,  we  have  discharged  what  has 
clearly  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  duty  to  a  departed  benefactor, 
and  presented  to  you  the  first  item  of  the  necrology  of  the 
year. 

There  is  another  claim  to  our  notice  under  this  saddening 
department  of  our  annual  communication. 

Thomas  Makdell,  although  less  prominent  in  public  life, 
and  less  intimately  connected  with  the  Free  Public  Libraiy 
than  our  friend  of  whom  we  have  spoken,  has  unquestionable 
claims4to  a  notice  in  this  communication  to  the  City  Council 
of  New  Bedford. 

Length  of  years  and  an  honorable  life  were  his.  For  half 
a  century  he  was  identified,  to  an  extent  hardly  reached  by 
any  other,  with  the  business  operations  of  our  city  and  with 
the  management  of  our  monied  institutions.  His  career  as 
a  merchant,  and  as  a  prominent  manager  of  incorporated 
associations  and  extensive  trusts,  was  marked,  not  only  by 
that  success  which  gives  evidence  of  varied  talents,  unceas- 
ing devotion,  and  unremitting  toil,  but  by  that  unquestion- 
ing confidence  on  the  part  of  those  with  whom,  and  for 
whom  he  labored,  which  gave  him  an  influence  whose 
authority  few  were  disposed  to  question,  and  which  made  it 
manifest  to  all  that  the  springs  of  character  and  action  were 
deeply  seated  in  the  principles  of  Christian  faith  and  obI%..* 
tion.t 

*  See  Appendix. 

t  See  Appendix  lor  a  farther  notioe  of  ThonuM  MmdeO. 
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The  extent  of  the  obligation  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
New  Bedford  to  the  industiy,  the  talents  and  integrity  of 
Thomas  Mandell  can  never  be  known.  When  ous  thoughts 
gratefully  rest  upon  the  memoiy  of  her  whose  munificent 
benefaction  has  so  greatly  enlarged  its  means  and  opened  so 
bright  a  prospect  for  its  future,  we  find  ourselres  associating 
the  names  of  Thomas  Mandell  and  Thomas  D.  Eliot  in  the 
gratifying  anticipations. 

We  think  of  him  whose  legal  ability^  cultivated  mind 
and  comprehensive  understanding,  aided  our  benefactress  in 
her  wishes  to  devote  a  part  of  her  princely  fortune  to  the 
welfare  and  enlightenment  of  the  people  of  her  native  city ; 
and  of  him,  the  sagacious,  upright  and  intelligent  merchant, 
to  whom  she  entrusted  the  care  of  her  rapidly  increasing 
wealth,  while  living,  and  of  its  distribution  after  her  death; 
and  we  find  the  names  of  both  of  these  departed  citizens 
associated  with  hers  in  grateful  recognition  of  the  bounty 
that  has  blessed  our  institution  and  our  city. 

We  have  received  from  Assam.  E.  Cutteb,  of  Charles* 
town,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  volumes  ever  printed  in  this 
country.  It  contains  the  works  of  our  first  New  England 
poetess,  Anne  Bradstreet.  It  must  have  been  a  labor  of 
love  for  this  enlightened  gentleman  to  reproduce  the  writings 
of  this  puritan  poet  in  so  costly  and  beautilfnl  a  form.  We 
embrace  this  opportunity  again  to  fliank  our  Charlestown 
friend  for  his  most  acceptable  donation. 

In  this  connection  we  would  publicly  recognize  tiie  great 
obligation  we  are  under  to  the  Hon.  William  J.  Rotoh,  for 
his  gift  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  volumes  of  books 
mostly  written  by  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends* 
They  are  rare  and  valuable,  and  supply  a  want  which  we  hav« 
long  felt,  and  which  we  have  found  it  difficult  to  supply. 

DocTOB  William  A.  Gobdon  has  our  thanks  for  a  dona- 
tion of  books,  valuable  in  itsdf,  and  which  we  shall  hold  in 
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high  regard,  both  for  the  sake  of  the  donor,  and  becanse 
there  is  found  upon  them  the  name  of  a  departed  citizen 
-whose  memory  will  ever  be  dear  to  the  people  of  our  city. 
There  can  be  no  more  fitting  place  for  books  bearing  upon 
them  the  name  of  John  Mason  Williams  than  the  New  Bed- 
ford Free  Public  Library. 

We  feel  greatly  indebted  to  a  number  of  gentlemen*  of 
our  city,  for  a  faithful  and  beautifully  executed  portrait  of 
our  friend  and  benefactor  th^late  James  Abnold.  This  is 
a  cherished  and  highly  valuable  addition  to  the  limited 
Picture  Gallery  of  the  Free  Public  Library.  We  set  great 
store  by  the  portraits,  both  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  which 
are  now  found  upon  our  walls,  and  it  is  an  interesting  and 
gratifying  fact  that  we  are  indebted  for  them  all  to  the 
liberality  of  the  friends  of  the  institution.  We  have  long 
cherished  the  hope,  that  in  some  future  time,  and  that  one 
not  very  far  distant,  a  gallery  of  pictures,  gathered  through 
.the  enlightened  munificence  of  the  friends  of  art  in  our 
city,  would  be  connected  with  our  Public  Library.  The 
teachings  of  true  art  purify  the  taste,  chasten  and  elevate 
the  imagination,  and  give  wealth  and  power  of  expression  to 
the  understanding,  and  afford  to  those  who  can  have  access 
to  the  works  of  genius,  a  pleasure  that  can  never  be  eidiausted 
and  that  never  leaves  a  sting  behind. 

XKCEBASB  OF  AOOOMMOBATIONS. 

In  the  last  Beport  of  the  Trustees  mention  was  made  of 
the  enlarged  space  obtained  for  the  purposes  of  the  Library 
by  finishing  a  room  in  the  attic  of  the  Library  Building, 
As  this  was  intended  and  can  only  be  used  for  a  certain  class 
of  publications,  valuable  for  the  purposes  of  consultation, 
but  examined,  comparatively,' but  seldom,  it  has  given  us  no 
relief  with  regard  to  the  arrangement  of  the  more  in^)ortant 
accessions  to  the  Library. 

*  See  Appendix. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14  TRUSTEES'  REPORT, 

The  last  Report  also  called  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the 
room  belonging  to  the  Library,  but  which  was  then  occupied 
by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Water  Works,  was  greatlj 
needed  for  the  purposes  to  which  it  was  originally  desig- 
nated. This  room  is  still  occupied  in  the  same  mamier.  It 
was  greatly  needed  then,  it  is  much  more  needed  by  the 
Library  now»  and  publications,  in  number  sufficient  to  fill  it, 
when  it  shall  be  vacated,  repaired  and  arranged,  are  waiting 
its  restoration  to  the  use  and  control  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
institution. 

INCREASE   OF  THE  NI7MBEB  OF  TRUSTEES, 

The  present  board  of  managers  are  unanimously  of  the 
opinion,  that  the  interests  of  the  Library  would  be  promoted 
by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Trustees.  When,  jiineleeii 
years  ago,  the  City  Council  passed  the  ordinance  which 
gave  the  institution  its  existence,  few  of  those  then  active  in 
the  work  anticipated  its  rapid  growth  and  present  elevated 
and  important  position.  Sustained  by  liberal  appropriations 
firom  the  Coun(*il,  it  has,  under  the  management  of  those 
who  have  regarded  its  growth  and  prosperity  as  objects  that 
called  for  their  highest  and  most  devoted  efforts,  attained  a 
place  in  our  conununity,  a  rank  upon  the  list  of  the  book 
collections  of  the  country,  and  a  position  in  the  estimation  of 
the  lovers  and  promoters  of  literature  and  knowledge,  grati* 
fying  to  every  citizen  of  New  Bedford ;  and  demanding  of 
all,  who  are  or  may  be  connected  with  its  guardianship  or 
management,  a  continuation  of  the  same  zeal,  wisdom  and 
liberality  which  have  been  followed  by  suet  important  and 
gratifying  results.  The  Library  now  occupies  a  position 
which,  while  it  bears  witness  to  the  liberality  and  wisdom  of 
the  past,  justifies  and  encourages  increased  zeal  and  devoted- 
ness  for  the  future.  Our  truest  and  most  richly  endowed 
minds  may  well  feel  a  high  degree  of  satisfaction  that  the 
city  of  New  Bedford  has  such  a  possession ;  and  with  the 
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large  increase  of  means  which  will  soon  be  placed  et  the  dis- 
posal of  its  managers,  our  truest  and  most  richly  endowed 
minds  can  have  few  employments  more  worthy  of  their 
attention  than  the  guidance  of  the  future  of  our  flourishing 
Free  Public  Libraiy. 

TBUST   FUNDS* 

In  accordance  with  the  regulations  established  by  the  City 
Council,  we  proceed  to  place  before  you  our  Annual  State- 
ment in  relation  to  the  several  Trust  Funds,  whose  income  is 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

OEOBGE  HOWLAND,  JUNIOB,  JFUKD. 

Th6  amoant  of  thk  fond  is  .  f  l»60^.0a 

Bzimo%  of  income  from  last  statement,  S298.82 

InocHne  to  July  1, 1870,  48.00     841.83 

There  hare  been  parchases  of  books  piade  during  the  year, 
and  entered  to  this  account  to  the  amount  of 


Amoant  expended  over  income  credited,    . 

GHABLES  W.   MOBOAN  FUND. 

The  amoant  of  this  fond  is 

Balance  of  income  as  per  last  statement, 
Income  to  July  1, 1870, 

Eaqtendiiurei. 
Paid  for  sundiy  books, 
Paid  for  Painting  by  William  A.  Wall, 
Paid  for  Frame  for  ditto, 
Paid  for  Frame  for  the  <<  Dartmouih  Address,'' 

Expended  over  mcome  credited, 

HOBTICULTUBAL    60CIETT   FUKI>« 

Balance  of  this  account  as  per  last  statement, 
Amount  of  books  purchased  fixr  this  account, 

CHABLES  OONGDON  FUND. 

Balance  of  this  accoant  as  per  last  statement, 

Paid  fiir  **  Annals  of  Long  Island  Historical  Society," 


848.84 
$1.52 


$1,000.00 


178.86 
80.00 

48.20 

100.00 

86.00 

28.00 


206.85 


207.20 
$0.85 


$54.58 
52.98 

$1.55 

$10.00 
10.00 
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With  regard  to  the  last  two  nained  trust  funds,  no  fasAm 
oare  on  our  part  will  be  required.  Our  former  reports  haye 
shown  in  what  way  two  small  sums  of  money  came  into 
our  hands  which  have  been  designated  as  the  Hortionltoral 
Society  Fund,  and  the  Charles  Congdon  Fund,  and  tiiese 
reports  have  also  shown,  that  firom  time  to  time  expen- 
ditures have  been  made  on  account  of  them.  The  money 
was  paid  into  the  treasury  of  like  city,  but  bore  no  interest, 
l^lie  whole  amount  of  both  is  now  expended,  and  the  aoconnts 
dosed.  Every  book  purchased  from  these  fiinds  is  so 
entered  upon  our  list  of  accessions,  and  each  volume  con- 
tains a  conspicuous  notice  of  tiie  source  from  whence  it  is 
derived. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Geobob  B.  BiGHMoaip, 

J.  WiNGATB  Frost, 

Chables  M.  Pieboe,  Jr.,  I  Trustees 


5,  Jr.,  I 


Geobge  Howlakd,  Jr., 
Wabben  Lai>]>, 
James  B.  Congbon, 

New  Bedfobd,  December,  31, 1870. 
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HON.  THOMAS  DAWES  ELIOT. 

[From  the  New  Bedford  Daily  Mercury,  Jane  15th,  1870.] 

Thomas  Dawks  Eliot  died  at  his  residence  in  this  city,  yesterday  after- 
noon, after  a  protracted  and  lingering  illness  from  an  insidious  and  incurable 
malady,  a  malignant  tumor  within  the  abdomen.  On  leaving  Congress  at 
the  close  of  his  term  of  service  in  March,  1869,  he  suffered  from  his  exhaus- 
tive labors  in  that  body,  and  his  firiends  missed  the  vigor  and  freshness  of 
health  which  had  always  distinguished  him.  But  it  was  hoped  by  himself 
and  others  that  rest  was  all  he  required,  and  that  this,  enjoyed  here  at  home, 
would  soon  restore  his  wasted  energy.  In  this  all  were  sadly  disappointed. 
He  daily  grew  weaker,  until  in  March  last  he  sought  relief  by  a  visit  to 
Savannah,  but  without  any  benefit  from  the  change,  and  after  about  a  month's 
aqjoorn  there  he  returned,  and  gradually  sank  to  his  final  rest 

Mr.  Eliot  was  born  in  Boston,  March  20th,  1808,  the  eldest  son  of  the  late 
William  6.  Eliot  and  Margaret  Dawes,  who  survives  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
her  first  bom  son.  His  parents  removing  to  Washington,  Mr.  Eliot  was  edu- 
cated in  that  city,  graduating  at  Columbia  College,  and  coomiencing  his  law 
studies  in  the  office  of  the  late  Judge  Cranch.  He  soon  removed  to  this  city, 
and  completed  his  studies  with  ex-Judge  Warren,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
this  County,  continuing  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  ar- 
dently loved,  until  a  short  time  previous  to  his  death.  He  represented  our 
city,  while  yet  a  young  man,  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  in 
1846  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate.  In  1854  he  was  elected  to  the  S8d 
Congress,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Hon.  Zeno  Scudder,  and  was  re- 
elected to  the  ddch,  S7th,  38th,  3dth  and  40th  Congresses. 

As  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Eliot  early  took,  and  to  the  last  maintained,  a  most  hon- 
orable positbn  at  the'  bar.  Of  great  industry,  close  application,  and  con- 
scientious fidelity  to  the  interests  of  his  clients,  he  never  lost  the  confidence 
of  any  who  employed  him.  In  public  fife,  and  particularly  as  a  member  of 
Congress  during  the  rebellion,  he  won  his  highest  honors ;  and  then,  less  by 
any  brilliant  displays  upon  the  floor  of  the  Houae,  than  by  his  unswerving 
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derotion  to  principle,  bis  nnselfisb  patariotism  and  his  noble  advocacj  of 
human  rights.  He  had  none  of  the  arts  of  the  mere  politician ;  he  despised 
them.  What  is  right,  not  what  is  expedient,  was  his  enqairy.  Ho  wm 
among  those  who  at  one  time  were  decried  as  "Conscience  Whigs;"  but  to  him 
the  term  ** Conscience  Whig**  was  an  honor.  For  conscience,  an  enlightened 
conscience,  was  his  guide ;  and  pursuing  in  his  public  as  in  his  private  life, 
ihat  gaide,  he  won  a  place  in  the  warmest  regards  of  his  constituents  and 
the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 

No  man  in  Congress  enjoyed  to  a  greater  degree  the  esteem  of  his  fellows; 
and  no  Representatiye  ever  better  upheld  the  honor  and  sustained  the  char- 
acter of  our  State.  Gladly  would  the  District  have  returned  him  again  to 
Congress ;  but  he  loved  his  profesnon  better  than  political  life.  We  well  know 
that,  twice  at  least,  he  accepted  a  nomination  at  the  sacrifice  of  hb  cherished 
wish  to  retire  to  his  practice  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  delightful  home. 

Mr.  Eliot  was  good  man,  pure  minded,  kind  hearted,  of  sterling  integrity, 
and  of  a  most  catholic  spirit.  In  our  unreserved  intercourse  with  him,  we 
can  recall  no  instance  in  which  he  indulged  in  any  unkind,  uncharitable  or 
disparaging  remarks  about  even  those  who  had  maligned  him.  He  spoke  no 
ill  of  his  neighbor,  but  evinced  a  spirit  of  charity  as  beautiful  as  it  is  rare. 

He  was  a  deeply  religious  man,  always  ready  with  good  wotds,  and  as 
ready  with  good  works.  Of  his  labors  in  the  Sunday  School  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  where  for  y^ars  he  was  Superintendent,  many  of  our  readers  have 
grateful  recollections.  His  heart  was  in  the  work,  and  he  deeply  regretted  the 
the  necessity  of  its  relinquishment.  Thousands  will  call  to  mind  his  invalua- 
ble services  as  Pre^dent  of  the  Unitarian  Association,  his  admirable  tact  in 
the  Chair,  his  hearty  zeal  and  enthunasm,  and  his  earnest  and  successful  ex- 
ertions for  fraternal  union.  He  was  a  generous  man,  prompt  to  give  to  every 
good  object,  and  foremost  in  his  contributions  of  money  or  of  labor  to  sustain 
all  benevolent  enterprises.  Better  than  any  triumph  at  the  bar,  ortlie 
highest  honors  won  in  political  life,  is  the  simple  record  of  his  unselfishy 
christian  life.    He  rests  from  his  labors,  and  his  woi^  do  follow  him. 

[From  the  New  Bedford  Daily  Mercury,  June  17th,  1870.] 
The  New  Bedford  Daily  Mercury  of  the  above  date,  under 
its  head  of  Superior  Court  proceedings  for  June  16th, 
remarks  that  the  Hon.  George  Marston  rose  and  stated  to 
the  Court  that  he  was  deputed  by  the  bar  of  the  County,  to 
make  formal  announcement  of  the  death  of  Hon«  Thomas  D. 
Eliot,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  bar,  and  to  present 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  them,  with  the  request  that  thej 
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be  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  Court*  After  proper 
reference  to  the  professional  standing  and  character  of  the 
deceased,  Mr.  Marston  read  the  resolutions,  as  follows : 

"•  The  members  of  the  bar  of  Bristol  Coant7,  having  heard  with  sincere 
sorrow,  of  the  decease  of  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  who,  for  forty  years,  occu- 
pied a  prominent  position  as  one  of  their  members,  have,  in  view  of  this  sad 
event, 

Resolved^  That  the  career  of  Mr.  Eliot  at  the  bar  was  highly  honorable 
to  him,  and  affords  an  example  worUiy  of  imitation  by  all  who  would  seek  to 
atUun  success  and  distinction  in  the  profession  of  the  law ;  that  his  caution 
and  prudence  as  a  counsellor ;  his  industry,  patience  and  thoroughness  in  the 
preparation  of  causes ;  his  energy  and  zeal  as  an  advocate ;  his  fidelity  and 
watchfulness  in  the  protection  of  all  the  interests  entrusted  to  hb  care ;  his 
earnest  and  unabated  attachment  to  his  calling  and  his  love  for  its  pursuit ; 
his  application  of  the  discipline  and  learning  acquired  in  professional  expe- 
rience to  shaping  legislation  in  the  councils  of  the  nation ;  hift  steadfast  adhe- 
sion to  the  fundamental  principles  of  right  and  justice,  which  lie  at  the  basis 
of  the  common  law  ;  his  cheerful  return  from  distinguished  duty  in  public  ser- 
vice to  the  forum  of  his  early  life,  and  to  his  ^miliar  labors  among  those  he 
served  for  many  years ;  his  unvarying  courtesy  of  manner  and  kindness  of 
<^spo6ition  ;  and  his  unspotted  private  life,  combined  to  commend  him  to  our 
respect  and  affection  and  will  keep  his  memory  green  for  years  to  come. 

Resolvedf  That  these  resolutions  be  presented  to  the  Superior  Court  now 
in  session,  with  a  respectful  request  that  they  be  entered  upon  the  records, 
and  that  a  copy  be  communicated  to  the  family  of  our  departed  brother." 


Charles  W.  Clifford,  Esq.,  then  read  the  following  commu- 
nication to  the  Court,  from  Hon.  £.  H.  Bennett,  of  Taun- 
ton, adding  in  fitting  words  his  testimony  to  the  unvarying 
kindness  and  consideration  shown  by  the  deceased  to  the 
younger  members  of  the  bar. 

May  U  please  yow  Honor: 

An  important  duty  in  another  County  prevents  my  personal  presence  here 
to-day ;  but  I  cannot  forbear  to  express  in  another  mode  my  sympathy  with 
my  brethren  of  the  bar  at  this,  the  latest  loss  of  one  of  their  most  prominent 
members.  When  I  came  to  the  bar  in  1848,  Mr.  Eliot  was  at  the  height  of  his 
large  and  successful  practice.  Very  few  causes  of  much  importance  were 
then  tried  at  either  end  of  the  Ckmnty  in  which  he  was  not  actively  engaged* 
b2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


22  TRUSTEES'  REPORT. 

Too  distant  from  him  in  localitjr,  years  or  professional  standing,  ever  to  fiir- 
nish  the  slightest  opportunity  or  occasion  for  any  feeling  of  rivalry  between 
us,  I  was  yet  so  often  in  contact  and  collision  with  him,  as  to  enable  me  to 
appreciate  and  bear  witness  to  his  talents,  his  industry,  his  earnest  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  his  clients,  his  remarkaUe  fairness  and  courtesy  towards  fais 
opponents,  and  the  great  confidence  which  the  Court,  juries,  and  all  parties 
seemed  to  repose  in  his  integrity,  candor  and  love  of  justice.  To  me  he  was 
always  kind  and  courteous,  both  personally  and  professionally,  and  I  never 
remember  an  instance,  in  which  amid  the  sharpest  encounter  of  a  jury  trial 
he  ever  said  or  did  a  single  thing  which  could  wound  the  most  sensitiYe  fed- 
ing  or  leave  a  sting  behind. 

I  remember  one  instance  in  which  his  desire  tor  ample  jostice,  thoagh 
against  his  client,  was  strongly  marked.  I  was  trying  a  case  against  him,  in 
which  I  was  seeking  to  break  up  an  alleged  fraudulent  conveyance,  which 
his  client  was  thought  to  have  made.  As  the  evidence  kept  pouring  in  lo 
show  the  fraud,  his  efforts  gradually  slackened,  and  finally  when  one  witness 
testified  directly  to  the  delendant^s  admission  of  the  fraudulent  purpose  he 
had  in  making  the  conveyance,  Mr.  Eliot  suddenly  threw  down  his  pea  in 
disgust,  left  the  case,  and  took  his  seat  at  the  other  side  of  the  bar. 

And  now  that  he  has  gone,  it  certainly  becomes  us  to  meet  and  express 
our  appreciation  of  his  merits,  his  standing  at  the  bar,  his  labors  and  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  right  and  justice,  both  in  his  own  profession  and  in  the  coondls 
of  the  nation.  And  as  the  circle  of  those  in  active  pracdce,  when  I  first 
came  to  this  County,  gradually  but  steadily  narrows,  I  can  but  be  reminded 
how  few  now  remain,  and  that  soon  my  summons  may  come  to  j<»n 

"The  innumerable  caravan,  that  moves 
To  that  mysterious  realm,  where  each  shall  take 
His  chambar  in  the  silent  halls  ot  death." 

The  loss  of  Mr.  Eliot  and  Mr.  Stone  reminds  us  all  that  the  elder  and  the 
younger  are  both  equally  liable  to  be  taken  from  us,  and  that  we  all  '^await 
alike  the  inevitable  hour,"  and  that  the  *^  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the 
grave." 

Brief  addresses  were  then  made  by  Hon.  E.  L.  Barney, 
Judge  Borden,  William  H.  Johnson  and  Daniel  Ricketsoa, 
Esqs.,  and  Hon.  John  H.  Clifford.  To  repeat  them  would  be 
almost  like  parading  the  expressions  of  private  grief.  They 
were  the  unstudied,  unpremeditated,  spontaneous  testimo- 
nials of  professional  brethren  and  personal  friends,  to  the 
excellent  character  of  the  deceased ;  hearty  endorsements  of 
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tile  just  sentiments  of  the  resolutions.  The  tributes  paid  to 
Mr.  Eliot's  professional  integrity,  his  fidelity  to  the  Court 
and  the  cause  of  justice,  as  well  as  to  his  clients,  the  noble 
generosity  which  so  distinguished  him,  his  unselfish  and  per- 
sistent labors  for  the  oppressed  and  enslaved,  his  goodness 
of  heart,  and  his  purity  of  life,  wei*e  all  earnest,  and  some 
of  them  touching  and  beautiful.  ^It  was  no  empty,  formal 
honor  that  was  paid;  but  a  willing,  impulsive  homage  to 
genuine  worth.  The  remarks  of  Mr.  Clifford,  who  com- 
menced practice  about  the  same  time  with  Mr.  Eliot,  who 
for  some  years  was  his  room-mate,  and  who,  in  the  good  old 
days  when  attendance  at  Court  meant  a  Residence  of  a  week 
or  two  at  the  shire-town,  was  always  his  companion  upon 
tiie  circuit,  were  very  impressive.  He  characterized  ihe  life 
of  Mr.  Eliot,  as  one  of  honorable  repute,  and  claimed  liiat 
his  highest  glory  was  his  goodness. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Clifford's  address,  Judge  Putnam 
spoke  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Bar  of  Bristol : 

The  resolations  of  respeot  to  the  late  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  a  member  of  this 
bar,  which  have  jast  been  presented  to  me  by  one  of  your  members,  awaken 
in  my  own  mind  feelings  of  the  deepest  sensibility,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Supe- 
rior Coart,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on  this  occasion,  I  tender  yon 
my  sincerest  sympathy,  in  the  loss  which  you  have  sustained. 

The  character  and  reputation  of  Mr.  £liot  belong,  however,  not  alone  to  the 
County  of  Bristol ;  and  I  may  be  permitted,  I  am  sure,  on  thb  occasion  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  profound  respect  and  esteem  which  were  entertained  for 
him  by  members  of  the  bar  of  other  Counties,  as  well  as  by  the  judiciary  of  the 
whole  Commonwealth.  It  is  eminently  fitting  that  the  death  of  such  a  man 
should  make  us  pause  for  a  moment  in  the  heated  conflict  of  professional 
strife,  for  in  the  face  of  a  reality  like  this  which  now  confironts  us,  how  shadowy 
and  unreal  seem  all  the  prizes  for  which  we  struggle. 

Of  the  character  of  Mr.  Eliot  as  a  politician,  it  does  not  become  me  here 
and  now  to  speak.  He  served  in  Congress  from  thb  District  during  a  most 
exciting  period  in  the  hbtory  of  our  country,  and  I  have  supposed  to  the 
general  acceptance  of  those  he  represented.  But  I  have  always  thought  that, 
however  well  fitted  he  was  for  public  life,  his  heart  was  rather  in  hb  profes- 
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taany  and  we  meet  here  now  rather  to  render  to  him  om*  tribate  of  prafeflnonal 
respect  Of  his  merits  and  saccess  as  a  lawyer  we  may  speak,  for  thej  be- 
long pecaliarly  to  us.  The  public  at  large,  as  it  seems  to  me,  never  fully  ap- 
preciate or  understand  why  we  give  so  high  rank  among  men,  in  our  estioia- 
tion,  to  the  great  and  learned  lawyer.  To  them,  the  fame  of  a  suooesBfol 
lawyer  seems  but  fleeting  and  evanescent  I  refer  not,  of  course,  to  the 
reputation  which  a  lawyer  may  acquire  as  a  politician  or  a  statesman,  but  of 
the  fame  which  he  acquires  merely  as  a  lawyer.  Unworthy  members  of  (tar 
profession  have  sometimes  led  the  public  to  misunderstand  us,  and  to  snppoee 
that  with  us  mere  trickery  and  effrontery  ensure  professional  success.  Uang 
success  in  its  loose  sense,  they  may  do  so  temporarily  at  least,  but  a  saccess 
which  achieves  a  name,  a  reputation,  and  an  affectionate  memory  in  the 
hearts  of  those  l?hom  we  leave  behind  us,  they  never  can. 

The  law,  rightfully  understood,  is  but  a  part  of  that  universal  system  of 
order  which  pervades  all  nature  and  binds  the  universe  to  the  throne  of  the 
Eternal.  Hooker  has  well  said  of  it  that  "  its  seat  is  the  bosom  of  God."* 
He,  then,  who  would  achieve  success  in  rightfully  administering  it,  mn^ 
possess  many  and  varied  talents,  an  innate  sense  of  justice,  and  high  moral  as 
well  as  intellectual  qualifications.  Well,  then,  may  we  rank  high  among  the 
benefactors  of  our  race,  the  truly  great  and  successful  lawyer. 

From  what  I  have  known  of  the  character  and  life  of  Mr.  Eliot,  as  a  lawyer, 
and  what  your  resolutions  contain,  which,  I  must  assume,  express  the  care- 
fully considered  opinions  of  those  who  best  knew  him,  it  seems  to  me  that  he 
must  have  possessed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  qualifications  to  which  I  have 
referred  as  essential  to  true  success,  and  that  we  may  well,  to-day,  en&hrine 
him  in  our  hearts  and  memories. 

To  the  spirit  of  your  resolutions  I  yield  my  hearty  accord. 

An  earnest,  laborious,  faithful  and  conscientious  lawyer,  a  scholarly,  sociable 
and  companionable  jnan,  a  warm  and  true-hearted  friend,  an  active  and  de- 
voted Christian,  —  what  higher  prsuse  can  we  award  to  him. 

I  yield  most  willingly,  gentlemen,  to  your  wishes,  and  order  your  resolutions 
to  be  recorded  at  length  on  the  records  of  this  Court,  and  shall  direct  an  ad- 
journment of  the  Court  to  enable  us  all  to  attend  the  funeral  of  our  deceased 
brother. 
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THOMAS  MANDELL. 

[From  the  New  Bedford  Daily  Meroary  of  Monday,  Feb.  lith,  1870.] 

Mr.  Thomas  Mandbll  died  at  his  residence  in  this  city,  at  3  o'clock 
yesterday  morning,  after  a  comparatively  brief  illness.  He  was  born  in  Fair- 
haven,  then  a  part  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  August  9th,  1792 ;  was  for  a 
time  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  the  Head-of-the-River ;  and  before  reaching  his 
majority,  commenced  business  here  as  partner  with  the  late  Caleb  Congdon. 
Soon  afler,  he  took  the  entire  management  of  a  mechanics'  store,  developing 
there  the  business  traits  which  attracted  the  notice  of  the  firm  of  Isaac  How- 
land,  Jr.,  &  Ca,  and  induced  them  to  offer  him  an  interest  in  their  house. 
He  became  a  member  of  that  firm  in  1819  ;  and  it  is  exact  justice  to  say, 
that  to  him  more  than  to  any  other  partner  ik  due  the  high  credit  which  the 
hotue  for  half  a  century  maintained,  and  the  colossal  fortunes  it  built  up. 
The  late  Edward  Mott  Robinson  entered  the  firm  about  1833,  which  soon 
after  consisted  of  that  gentleman,  Mr.  Mandell  and  the  late  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland.  The  new  partner  brought  to  the  firm  an  eagerness  and  boldness 
in  enterprise,  which  greatly  extended  its  operations,  but  which  never  disre- 
garded the  sound  judgment  of  Mr.  Mandell ;  and  the  two,  although  widely 
differing  in  almost  everything  else,  perfectly  agreed  in  their  notions  of  mer- 
cantile integrity,  and  each  entertained  the  highest  regard  for  the  honor  of 
the  other.  Besides  his  responsibility  as  a  partner,  Mr.  Mandell,  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  had  the  entire  care  and  management  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  Sylvia  Ann  Howland ;  and  her  appointment  of  him  as  sole  exec- 
utor of  her  will  was  a  just  recognition  of  his  integrity,  while  her  bequest  to 
him  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  nothing  more  than  a  fair  remunera- 
tion for  the  valuable  service  he  had  rendered. 

Mr.  Mandell  was  many  years  ago  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  New  Bedford,  and 
was  the  first  to  commence  the  keeping  of  the  records  by  the  Board;  but  with 
this  exception  he  held  no  public  office.*  He  sought  no  such  honors ;  but  he 
was  never  without  proo&  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  probity  and  discre- 
tion, as  the  responsible  positions  he  held  in  various  corporations  showed.  He 
was  not  a  great  man ;  but  he  was  better  than  that, — a  good  man.  A  merchant 

•Kr.  Mftndell  was  a  ftw  yean  in  public  life  m  a  RepresenfatlTe  to  tbe  General  Conrt 
from  the  town  of  Nqw  Bedford.  He  was  elected  for  seven  eonaecvtive  years,  from  1880 
to  1886  inolnsive.  j.  b.  C« 
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of  the  old  school,  he  knew  no  road  to  saocesB  bat  that  of  upright  and  hoiiar- 
able  dealing.  Modest  and  nnobtrusiTe,  no  man  was  ever  more  tenadous  of 
an  opinion,  when  satisfied  of  its  oorrectness.  His  name  here  was  the  sjao- 
njm  of  rectitude. 

He  was  a  benevolent  man.  He  was  the  almoner  of  his  own  bovmtj,  a 
bounty  which  did  not  break  out,  at  long  intervals,  in  noisy  and  startling  dii- 
plays  of  beneficence,  but  flowed  quietly ,.steadil7»  refireshinglj.  We  need  not 
speak  of  the  objects  of  his  charity,  or  the  extent  of  his  benefactiona..  & 
never  spoke  of  them,  and  shrunk  fiom  any  mention  of  them  by  others.  He 
may  be  forgotten  as  the  honorable  and  successful  merchant ;  but  his  memory 
will  live  in  the  hearts  of  those,  who  have  been  sustained  and  cheered  by  hit 
nnostentatious  and  gentle  charities. 

Mr.  Mandell's  death  is  the  fourth  among  the  legatees  under  the  Howland 
will,  which  the  recent  withdrawal  of  the  suit  of  the  heir-at-law  left  him  free 
to  execute,  and  the  execution  of  which  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  accomplish. 
His  perfect  system,  however,  will  make  the  work  he  left,  easy  of  completion. 


[  VroB  tbe  N«w  B6dfoi4  Keieory,  Satudftj,  Febraai7  ]9Ci^  187D.  1 
SONNET. 

THOMAS  MANDELL. 

Feb.  14, 1870. 

Few  are  the  words  which  in  the  mom's  gazette. 
Tell  us  of  thee,  thou  noble-hearted  man ; — 
The  birdi,  the  death,^of  life  the  general  plan } 
Allegiance  life-long  to  the  right ;  and  yet 
There  b  close  mingled  with  the  deep  regret, 
That  from  our  darkened,  erring  world  has  fled 
The  light  that  never  dazzled  or  misled. 
In  which  with  winning  potency  there  met 
A  aoul's  stem  fealty  to  truth  and  God, 
And  manners  gentle  as  the  evening's  close. 
Another  phase  of  feeling ; — death's  repdse 
Has  hushed  to  them  who  nearest  thee  have  trod 
Life's  pathway,  many  a  gentle  utterance  sweet, 
Flresh  from  the  fount  where  song  and  music  meet 
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PORTRAIT  OF  THE  LATE  JAMES  ARNOLD. 

[Extract  from  the  records  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Pablio  Library.] 

Meeting  op  Trustees,  July  2nd,  1870. 
^  A  portrait  of  our  deceased  friend  and  bene&ctor,  James 
Abnoiz),  painted  by  William  Allen  Wall,  was  placed  in  our 
Library  to-day.    It  is  the  gift  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names 
follow : 

Joseph  Grinnell,  George  O.  Crocker,  Matthew  Howland, 
S.  Griffitts  Morgan,  Joseph  C.  Delano,  Geoige  Howland,  Jr., 
Edward  C.  Jones,  David  R.  Green,  Henry  T.  Wood,  Edward 
D.  Mandell,  Oliver  Prescott,  Caleb  Anthony. 

Voted,  That  the  Trostees  of  the  Free  PaUic  library  feel  under  great 
obligations  to  the  gentlemen  whose  generoos  contribntions  have  purchased 
and  presented  to  our  institution,  tins  faithful  and  artistic  portrait  of  our  late 
feUow  citizen,  James  Arnold,  and  that  the  clerk  be  directed  to  oonyey  to 
eadi  of  them  a  proper  acknowledgment. 
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In  Boakd  op  Aldermen, 

December  30th,  1871. 
Bead  and  ordered  to  bo  printed,  and  sent  down  for  con- 


currence. 


Henry  T.  Leonard,  City  Clerk. 


Concurred. 


In  Common  Council, 

December  30th,  1871. 

William  A.  Church,  Qerk. 
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His  Honor,  George  B.  Richmond,  Mayor  of  the  City. 
Henry  F.  Thomas,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

Joseph  Knowles,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standing 

Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
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Pleasanton,  A.  J., 1 

Robertson,  Charles  A., 1 
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Thomas,  Moses  G., 40  1  148 
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University  of  Michigan, 

Van  Nostrand,  D., 
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Watertown  Public  Library, 
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Wesleyan  University, 1 

Wheeler,  George  W., 

Willey,  H., 1 

Williams,  A.  &  Co 

Williams,  J.  Otis, 

Wilmington  Institute, 

Winchester,  C.  T.,  . 
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REPOHT. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor^  and  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  to  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  New  Bedford: 

In  accordance  with  the  proviBiou  of  the  ordinances  of 
the  City,  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  now 
present  to  the  City  Council  their  Twentieth  Annual 
Report. 

The  statistics  of  our  Librarian  with  regard  to  the  num- 
ber of  takers,  the  number  of  volumes  taken  and  the  num- 
ber of  visitors  to  our  rooms,  bear  testimony  to  the  fact 
that  the  inhabitants  of  our  city  continue  to  regard  their 
Free  Public  Library  as  a  source  of  rational  recreation  and 
intellectual  cultivation  and  improvement.  The  numbers 
are  larger  than  have  ever  been  before  reported. 

For  the  last  year  the  number  of  volumes  taken  has  been 
forty  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy. 

The  daily  average  of  deliveries  has  been  one  hundred 
and  thirty. 

The  increase  of  cards  has  been  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
six. 

The  number  of  cards  issued  has  now  reached  ton  thousand 
six  hundred  and  twenty. 

accessions  dubing  the  tear. 

During  no  year  since  the  opening  of  the  Library  have 
the  accessions  to  our  collection  been  so  numerous  and  val- 
uable.    The  increase  has  been  about  twenty-five  hundred 
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volumes,  making  the  whole  number  of  volumes  now  upou 
the  shelves  of  the  Fbee  Public  LiBRARr  op  New  Beb- 
FORD,  about  twenty-six  thousand. 

The  ability  which  has  allowed  of  this  important  addi- 
tion has  been,  as  you  well  know,  derived  from  the  income 
of  the  Sylvia  Ann  Rowland  Library  Fund.  In  another 
part  of  this  report,  in  accordance  Tvith  the  ordinance  pro- 
viding for  the  investment  of  that  fund,  and  for  the  distri- 
bution of  its  income,  we  shall  lay  before  you  an  account  of 
the  stewardship  with  which  we  have  been  intrusted.  In 
this  connection  we  would  give  expression  to  the  feelings 
of  gratitude  and  satisfaction  with  which  we  regard  the 
result  of  this  sagacious  and  benevolent  addition  to  the 
income  of  the  library. 

The  additions  which  we  have  thus  been  enabled  to  make 
to  our  collection,  have  been  of  a  class  of  publications 
which,  without  this  increai^e  and  while  restricted  to  the 
ordinary  income  of  the  institution,  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  us  to  have  acquired.  In  a  former  report  we 
have  stated  that  visitors  to  our  institution,  whose  famil- 
iarity with  the  literature  of  our  language  gives  them  the 
ability  to  judge,  have  often  expressed  the  opinion  that  our 
collection,  for  its  extent,  embraces  as  large  a  proportion  of 
valuable  books  as  any  library  in  the  country. 

The  accessions  of  the  past  year  have  largely  increased 
in  magnitude  the  right  to  this  commendatory  notice.  We 
have  brought  to  our  city,  and  placed  within  the  reach  of 
-all  our  people,  a  class  of  publications  which  are  noticeable, 
and  rare  even,  in  the  collections  of  some  of  the  largest 
libraries  of  the  land. 

The  work  has  commenced  which  was  alluded  to  in  the 
last  year's  report  from  this  Board  to  the  City  Government. 
*'  The  library  has  already  attained,**  says  the  report,  **  a 
position  highly  gratifying  to  every  citizen  of  New  Bed- 
ford, as  well  as  to  all  who  have  been  in  any  way  connected 
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with  its  management;  and  the  prospect  for  the  coming 
years  is  full  of  a  most  encouraging  assurance  that  the  same 
care  and  devotion  on  the  part  of  its  managers,  and  the 
same  liberal  support  from  the  people  and  the  people's  rep- 
resentatives, will  place  it  in  the  foremost  rank  among  the 
depositories  of  learning  in  our  country.  With  an  increase 
of  its  means,  will  be  demanded  a  corresponding  increase  of 
the  diligence,  skill  and  devotedness  demanded  for  its  man- 
agement ;  and  these  secured,  its  progress  must  be  steadily 
onward  to  a  higher  and  still  higher  position  of  usefulness 
and  reputation." 

The  increase  of  our  means  has  placed  within  our  reach 
those  vast  and  invaluable  stores  of  learning  and  knowledge 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  literature  of  our  own  and 
other  languages  of  the  world.  We  are  no  longer  restricted 
in  our  accessions  to  the  literature  of  the  day.  Hitherto  a 
large  part  of  the  limited  means  at  our  disposal,  has  been 
necessarily  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  the  publications 
which  the  press  of  our  country  and  Greajt  Britain  is  send- 
ing forth  80  constantly  and  abundantly.  This  we  may 
now  continue,  gratifiying  to  some  extent  the  commendable 
and  universal  desire  of  our  visitors  and  takers  for  a  knowl- 
edge of  what  is  new  and  impoilant  in  the  literature  of 
the  world,  while  the  work  which  we  have  commenced  may 
be  steadily  continued,  of  filling  the  vacant  spaces  in  our 
catalogue  and  upon  our  shelves  with  the  books  in  which 
are  treasured  up  the  wisdom  and  learning  of  the  past, 
and  such  more  recent  but  rare  and  costly  publications 
as  have  hitherto  been  wholly  beyond  our  reach.  We 
have  said  that  this  work  has  been  commenced.  It  will 
take  many  years,  applying  to  it  all  our  present  ability  of 
increase,  before  the  idea  can  be  realized  which  every  lover 
of  learning  and  every  one  fully  familiar  with  what  is 
required  for  a  completed  library  constantly  entertains.  Al- 
though but  a  moiety  of  the  means  so  liberally  placed  at  our 
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disposal  has  been  expended,  we  have  during  the  year 
added  as  many  yolames  as  it  has  been  in  the  power  of  our 
librarian,  in  addition  to  his  other  numerous  and  pressing 
duties,  to  catalogue,  classify  and  arrange.  To  do  this 
work  faithfully,  so  that  it  may  remain  for  all  future  time  a 
perfect  guide  to  and  exponent  of  the  contents  of  the 
library,  requires  a  large  amount  of  labor  as  well  as  rare 
bibliographical  acquirements.  In  the  gentleman  who  has 
from  the  beginning  had  charge  of  our  library,  we  have  had 
all  the  advantage  which  the  most  devoted  industry  and  a 
most  intimate  knowledge  of  books  can  afford.  But  there 
are  limitations  to  all  kinds  of  labor,  and  it  has  not  been 
considered  ^expedient  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees,  to  make 
our  accessions  any  faster  than  will  allow  of  a  careful  inspec- 
tion, and  of  a  full  and  accurate  record.  Books  heaped 
together  in  a  library  are  like  an  individual  work  without 
an  index ;  like  the  stock  of  a  trader  in  whose  premises  the 
goods  he  may  have  to  dispose  of  are  promiscuously  mingled* 
The  labor  bestowed  upon  a  book  that  it  maybe  so  recorded » 
catalogued  and  placed  that  its  contents  may  be  readily 
made  available,  can  never  be  dispensed  with  in  an  institu- 
tion like  ours.  The  character  and  contents  of  a  book 
must,  as  far  as  is  possible,  be  the  subject  of  a  readily  acces- 
sible  record,  and  its  place  so  determined  and  described 
that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  obtaining  it.  We  have  made 
these  remarks  in  answer  to  inquiries  which  are  frequently 
made,  and  because  the  facts  stated  have  a  bearing  upon 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Trustees  with  regard  to  the 
funds  at  their  disposal. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  accessions  to  the  library  have 
been  confined  to  the  literature  of  our  own  language. 
This  limitation  must,  of  necessity,  to  a  great  extent  con- 
tinue for  many  years.  The  riches  of  that  literature  it  will 
take  a  long  time  to  appropriate.  But  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  time  has  cotne  when  the  restriction  to  some  extent 
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may  be  removed,  and  the  graduates  of  our  schools  be 
enabled  to  find  upon  our  shelves  the  most  desirable  and 
important  works  in  the  foreign  languages  which  they  have 
been  at  so  much  pains  to  acquire. 

A  small  beginning  has  already  been  made  in  this  direc- 
tion, by  the  purchase  of  a  few  valuable  publications  in  the 
French  language.  The  standard  works  in  the  French, 
Spanish,  German  and  Italian  languages  should  gradually 
find  their  way  to  our  shelves,  and  some  of  the  best  period- 
icals from  the  French  and  German  press  should  be  placed 
within  the  reach  of  the  visitors  to  the  library. 

Under  this  head  we  would  advert  to  the  fact  that  we 
have,  dui-ing  the  year,  made  a  large  addition  to  the 
number  of  our  periodicals.  This  we  have  long  desired  to 
do,  but  our  former  list  was  as  large  as  the  means  we  could 
devote  to  this  branch  of  our  operations  would  allow. 
Hitherto  we  have  confined  .our  subscriptions  to  the  period- 
icals of  our  own  country,  and  such  foreign  issues  as  have 
been  here  reprinted.  We  have  discontinued  the  reprints  : 
and  while  we  have  largely  increased  our  list  of  American 
periodicals,  we  have,  tiirough  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Scrib- 
ner  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  made  arrangements  for  receiving 
direct  from  England  and  Germany,  many  of  the  most 
celebrated  and  desirable  issues  of  the  periodical  press  of 
Europe.  The  number  now  upon  our  list,  all  of  which  will 
be  found  upon  our  tables  at  the  opening  of  the  new  year, 
is  about  sixty.  A  list  of  them  will  be  found  in  another 
part  of  this  report. 

INCREASE   OF  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

This  subject  of  an  increase  of  space  for  our  books  naturally 
follows  that  of  the  increase  of  their  number.  In  the  last  re- 
port mention  was  made  of  the  fact  that  the  room  belonging 
to  the  library,  but  which  had  been  for  many  years  occupied 
by  the  officers  of  the  Water  Board,  was  greatly  needed 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  originally  intended. 
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During  the  year  other  and  far  more  convenient  rooms 
have  been  provided  for  the  Water  Board,  and  that  of 
which  we  have  spoken  is  now  devoted  to  our  use. 

We  would  express  our  great  satisfaction  at  the  manner 
in  which  the  work  of  preparing  this  room  for  library  pur- 
poses has  been  executed. 

Under  the  immediate  direction  of  a  committee  of  oar 
own  Board,  with  a  zeal  and  liberality  on  the  part  of  the 
gentleman  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  your  body 
on  Public  Property,  which  give  them  a  claim  to  the  re- 
spect and  gratitude  of  eveiy  friend  of  the  library,  this 
room  has  been  prepared  for  the  service  to  which  it  has 
been  designated,  in  a  form  in  which  are  united  the  most 
perfect  economy  and  convenient  arrangement  of  space, 
with  a  most  gratifying  exhibition  of  good  taste  in  the  gen- 
eral plan  and  in  the  details  of  its  execution.  Connected 
with  the  main  room  of  the  library  by  opening  a  way  into 
it  through  another  room  whose  capacity  for  a  useful  occu- 
pation has  been  largely  increased  by  the  arrangement,  it 
constitutes  a  beautiful  and  most  useful  and  convenient 
portion  of  our  library  accommodations.  It  is  well  that  this 
beautiful  addition  should  be  made  to  our  rooms  at  the 
time  when  we  were,  after  a  long  and  anxious  delay,  to  be 
placed  in  possession  of  the  means  by  which  to  complement 
its  beauty  and  convenience  with  the  wisdom  and  knowl- 
edge contained  in  the  rare  and  valuable  volumes  which 
will  soon  be  found  within  its  alcoves. 

THE    MUSEUM    OF    THE    YOUNG    MEn'S     NATURAL     HISTORY 

SOCIETY. 

In  accordance  wath  the  clearly  expressed  wishes  of  the 
City  Council,  and  with  our  own  conviction  with  regard  to 
what  the  best  interests  of  the  city  required,  measures  have 
been  taken  during  the  year  to  place  in  possession  of  the 
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city  the  Valuable  Museum  and  Collection  in  Natural  His- 
tory, gathered  by  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Soci- 
ety, and  formerly  the  property  of  that  association.  The 
property  in  this  collection  is  now  vested  in  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  and  it  is  under  the  control  of  the  city  authorities. 
The  report  of  a  Committee  of  our  Board  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  a  Committee  of  the  society  asking 
that  it  might  be  transferred  to  the  city,  and  its  loss  to  our 
inhabitants  prevented,  with  «  copy  of  the  bill  of  sale  by 
which  it  was  conveyed,  will  be  found  in  another  part  of 
this  report.  We  have  seen  no  reason  to  doubt  the  pro- 
priety of  the  act  on  our  part  by  which,  as  your  agents,  we 
were  instrumental  in  placing  this  property  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  city.  The  proceeding  has  given  great  satisfac- 
tion to  the  young  men  who  have  by  it  been  stimulated 
into  greater  devotion  to  their  favorite  and  praise-worthy 
pursuit,  and  no  less  gratification  to  the  citizens  who  are 
admitted  to  the  weekly  exhibitions  of  the  society.  Its 
design,  embracing  as  it  does  the  intellectual  growth  of  the 
young  men  who  are  no  longer  the  occupants  of  seats  at 
our  schools,  and  that  combined  elevation  and  recreation 
which  are  united  in  the  fundamental  idea  of  our  Free 
Public  Library,  in  which  all  can  participate,  is  in  perfect 
harmony,  as  we  fully  believe,  with  that  view  of  a  wide  and 
genial  culture  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  legis- 
lation and  municipal  action  in  the  great  work  of  the  edu- 
cation of  the  people. 

The  expenses  of  the  Collection,  the  principal  being  the 
rent  oif  the  rooms  it  occupies,  which  amount  to  about  four 
hundred  dollars  a  year  are,  by  our  present  arrangements, 
to  be  paid  from  the  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Library.  Believing  that  it  will  be  the  policy  of  the  City 
Government  to  continue  the  arrangement  by  which  the 
Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  have  the  immediate 
custody  and  oversight  of  this  valuable  property,  we  have, 
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in  a  revision  we  have  recently  made  in  the  regulations  of 
our  Board,  made  provision  for  a  more  complete  discharge 
of  the  duties  which  this  custody  and  oversight  requires* 
We  have  been  promised  by  the  President  of  the  Young 
Men's  Society,  a  statement  of  its  proceedings  and  pros- 
pects, which  we  hope  may  be  received  in  time  to  be  in- 
cluded, in  some,  form,  in  this  report. 

HULES   AND  REGULATIONS. 

As  has  already  been  intimated,  a  revision  has  been  made 
in  the  regulations  for  the  management  of  the  Library. 
One  reason  for  this  has  already  been  stated.  Another 
may  be  found  in  the  large  increase  in  our  collection,  which 
has  rendered  necessary  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
arrangements  for  its  management.  Some  trifling  changes 
have  also  been  made  in  the  rules  for  the  circulation  of  our 
books.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  ordi- 
nance by  which  the  library  was  established,  these  rules  are 
now  laid  before  you,  subject  to  such  action  on  your  part 
as  you  may  think  it  proper  to  institute. 


BEQUEST  OF   SYLVIA  ANN  HOWLAND. 

We  have  already,  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  the 
accessions  to  the  Library,  spoken  of  the  source  of  the  in- 
creased means  at  our  command  for  its  enlargement.  But 
the  importance  of  this  bequest,  its  peculiar  character,  and 
the  notoriety  which  has  been  in  one  form  and  another 
given  to  the  testament  of  which  it  made  a  part  and  to  the 
action  of  your  body,  and  of  another  branch  of  the  City 
Government,  appeared  to  demand  from  us  a  brief  state- 
ment, at  any  rate,  of  the  action  which  we  have  taken  as 
the  servants  of  the  Council  and  of  the  people,  under  the 
authority  which  has  been  conferred  upon  us  by  your  body. 
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It  wag  not  until  March  30, 1871,  that  the  ordinance  was 
passed  giving  this  Board  the  authority  to  act,  and  placing 
at  its  disposal  the  means  of  action. 

On  the  15th  day  of  the  following  month,  the  subject 
was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Trustees  by  the  Presi- 
dent, the  Mayorof  the  City,  who  laid  before  them  the  fol- 
lowing papers : 

1.  A  copy  of  the  ''Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  be- 
quest of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  " ; 

2.  A  copy  of  the  "  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  dona- 
tion of  George  Howland,  Junior,  and  the  bequest  of  Charles 
W.  Morgan  ^ ; 

S.  A  communication  from  the  City  Treasurer,  setting 
forth  the  £act,  that  in  accordance  with  the  ordinance  first 
above  named,  he  had  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  Treas- 
urer, to  the  credit  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Whereupon  it  was  — 

Ordered^  That  so  much  of  the  WIU  of  the  late  Sylvia  Ann  Howland 
as  relates  to  the  bequest  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  pro- 
motion of  PubUc  Education  and  the  enlargement  of  the  Free  Public 
Library ;  and  so  much  of  the  address  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  to  the 
City  Council,  January  Sd,  1870,  as  relates  to  the  same ;  the  Report  of 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City  CouncU  of  1870,  upon  the 
subject  of  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  same  bequest;  the  ordinance 
of  the  City  Council  passed  March  SOth,  1871,  entitled  **  An  Ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  bequest  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland";  the  ordinance 
of  the  City  Council  passed  March  SOth,  1871,  entitled  <<  An  Ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  donation  of  George  Howland,  Junior,  and  the  bequest 
of  Charles  W.  Morgan'* ;  and  the  communication  of  the  City  Treasurer 
dated  April  3d,  1871,  in  which  he  informs  the  board  of  an  entry  upon 
his  hooks  to  their  credit,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said 
first  named  ordinance,  be  entered  in  ftill  upon  our  records. 
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The  following  resolutions  were  then  introduced  and  iinaa* 
imously  adopted. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Besolved,  That  the  evidence  now  laid  before  us  that  the  city  has  come 
into  possession  of  the  noble  bequest  of  SyWia  Ann  Howland,  for  the 
education  of  the  young  and  the  diffhslon  of  knowledge,  is  recelTed  by 
us  with  deep  feelings  of  satisfaction  and  gratitude. 

Besolvedf  That  at  this  time,  when  all  obstacles  to  the  possession  and 
enjoyment  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  New  Bedford  of  this  munificent 
and  Judicious  bequest  have  been  removed,  and  we  have  before  as  the 
evidence  that  the  wise  and  beneficent  designs  of  our  benefactress  have 
been  consummated,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  and  our  privilege,  to  give 
expression  to  the  sentiments  of  grateftil  recognition  which  have  ever 
been  associated  in  our  minds  with  this  princely  benefaction. 

Sesolvedf  That  the  City  CouncU,  in  the  ordinance  which  they  have 
enacted  in  relation  to  this  bequest,  have  taken  a  view,  unquestionably 
correct,  of  the  intentions  of  the  testatrix,  and  of  the  proper  methods  by 
which  they  are  to  be  carried  into  efl)BCt ;  and  we  would,  as  Trustees  of 
the  Free  Public  Library  and  as  the  agents  of  the  people  In  the  dischai^e 
of  an  important  trust,  for  ourselves  and  for  them,  express  to  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  City  CouncU  our  gratefdl  thanks  for  this  clear,  sagacious 
and  important  act  of  municipal  legislation. 

Besolvedt  That  we  clearly  recognize  the  magnitude  and  sacred  char- 
acter of  the  trust  committed  to  us  by  the  terras  of  the  ordinance ;  and 
in  accepting  it,  and  in  thanking  the  Council  for  the  confidence  reposed 
in  us,  we  would  pledge  ourselves  to  faithftilness  in  its  execution,  and 
that  we  wiU  make  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  and  the  clearly  de- 
clared wishes  and  intentions  of  the  city's  beneftictress,  our  constant 
guide  in  the  administration  of  her  bounty. 

B€9olved,  That  while  we  regard  with  peculiar  interest  that  part  of 
the  bequest,  and  those  portions  of  the  ordinance  which  are  connected 
with  the  Free  Public  Library ;  and  while  we  look  upon  the  provision 
made  for  giving  increased  facilities  for  the  education  of  the  young,  as 
in  harmony  with  the  increase  and  dlflfbsion  of  knowledge  through  the 
agency  of  the  library ;  we  would  also  recognize  the  great  obligations 
our  city  is  under  for  the  bounty  that  has  aided  us  in  bringing  the  pure 
water  of  the  Acushnet  to  our  doors,  with  their  valuable  contributions 
to  the  sanitary  and  material  welfare  of  our  city. 

Besolved^  That  we  are  gratified  at  the  action  of  the  Council,  by  which 
the  bounty  of  our  friend  and  associate,  George  Howland,  Junior,  and 
our  deceased  friend,  Charles  W,  Morgan,  Is  permanently  invested  and 
the  expenditure  of  its  income  made  subject  to  the  same  conditions  and 
restrictions  contained  in  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  bequest  of 
Sylvia  Ann  Howland. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


17 


We  shall  give  lu  another  part  of  this  report,  the  other 
documents  which  were  ordered  of  record.  We  do  this 
that  there  may  be  found  in  this  report,  all  the  action  of 
your  body  and  our  own  in  connection  with  this  important 
subject.  Believing  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Council 
have  been  in  harmony  with  the  diesigu  of  the  bequest,  and 
feeling  assured  that  the  duties  of  the  agency  with  which  we 
have  been  intrusted  has  been  true  to  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  these  proceedings,  and  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial 
to  the  institution  under  our  care,  we  have  deemed  it  due 
to  the  people  and  to  all  who  have  in  any  way  been  instru- 
mental in  bringing  about  this  most  satisfactory  result,  to 
bring  together  in  this  our  first  report  since  the  completion 
of  the  arrangements,  all  the  papers  necessarj''  for  a  full 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  subject.  We  shall 
present  you,  in  another  part  of  this  report,  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  which  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Trustees  under  the  operation  of  the  ordinance,  the 
amount  expended,  and  the  balance  in  the  treasury  still 
available  for  the  purposes  of  the  library. 

Wo  feel  much  satisfaction  in  laying  before  you  this 
account  of  the  stewardship  with  which  we  have  been  in- 
trusted, particularly  as  your  agents  in  the  execution  of 
the  trusts  on  behalf  of  the  library  which  have  been  com- 
mitted to  us.  We  give  you  the  title  and  cost  of  every 
book  we  have  purchased ;  and  wo  feel  an  assurance  that 
no  one  can  be  found  to  question  the  accordancy  of  our 
action  with  the  principles  which  governed  the  enlightened 
testatrix  in  the  bestowment  of  her  bounty,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  in  providing  for  its  diflfusion. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board,  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  erection,  in  some 
simple  and  permanent  form,  of  a  memorial  of  the  bounty 
which  has  so  greatly  benefited  the  inhabitants  of  our  city. 
The  Committee  have  made  their  report,  which  will  bo  found 
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in  the  appendix  to  this  communication.  We  approve  of 
the  plan  and  the  inscription  which  they  recommend  for  the 
unexpensive  tablet  which  it  is  proposed  to  place  in  some 
prominent  position  in  our  Library  Building. 

INCREASE   OF  THE   LIBRAKY   BOARD. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  recommendation  of 
the  Board  in  its  last  report,  in  relation  to  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  Trustees,  has  been  favorably  regarded  by 
your  body,  and  that  it  is  probable  that  with  the  commence- 
ment of  its  labors  the  next  year  it  will  have  the  benefit  of 
the  proposed  increase.  That  the  afiairs  of  our  favorite 
institution  have  been  wisely  and  zealously  managed,  its 
past  history  and  present  position  bear  ample  testimony. 
The  inhabitants  of  our  city  expect  that  there  shall  be  no 
relaxation  in  the  dcvotedness,  no  departure  from  the  saga- 
cious counsels  which  have  been  crowned  with  such  success. 
The  labor  and  the  responsibility  of  the  position  of  trustee 
are  greatly  increased ;  and  the  time  has  arrived  when  they 
should  be  shared  by  a  larger  number  of  our  qualified  and 
interested  citizens. 

DONATIONS. 

Our  list  of  donations  will  show  you  that  we  have  con- 
tinued to  receive  from  our  friends,  old  and  new,  the 
evidences  of  their  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Free 
Public  Library. 

One  hundred  and  8ixty-five  volumes  of  books.  Jive  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  pamphlets^  and  many  newspapers, 
together  with  manuscripts,  maps,  etc.,  arc  seen  upon  the 
record  as  the  contributions  of  the  year.  All  these  publi- 
cations are  valuable,  many  of  them  rare ;  and  wo  would 
thus  publicly  convey  to  the  benefactors  of  the  library  our 
thanks  for  their  most  welcome  contributions. 
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From  these  sourqes  we  are  gradually  accumulating  the 
matter  which  gives  a  faithful  and  lively  interest  iu  the 
affairs  of  the  past ;  and  the  records  x)f  the  passing  day, 
which  will  give  to  coming  generations  the  ^'form  and 
pressure  "  of  the  present. 

We  would  refer  you  to  the  papers  accompanying  this 
report  for  our  statements  with  regard  to  the  trust  funds  of 
the  institution,  and  other  valuable  documents  connected 
with  the  operations  of  the  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


George  B.  Richmond, 
J.  WiNGATE  Frost, 
Charles  M.  Peirce,  Jr. 
George  Rowland,  Jr., 
George  F.  Kingman, 
James  B.  Congdon, 


Trustees 
^  Free  Public  Library, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIXe 


SYLVIA   ANN   ROWLAND   BEQUEST. 

ACTION    OF    THE    CITY    COUNCIL. 

The  Joiut  Special  Coimnittee,  to. whom  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  address  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  that 
related  to  the  bequests  of  the  late  Sylvia  Ann  Holland  to 
the  city,  have  attended  to  the  duty  with  which  they  were 
charged,  and  respectfully  ask  leave  to  present  to  the  Coun- 
cil the  following 

KEPORT. 

In  the  year  one  IhousaDd  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  George 
Howland,  Junior,  made  a  donation  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars ;  and  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
five,  there  was  paid' into  the  treasury  of  the  city,  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  a  bequest  from  the  late  Charles  W.  Morgan. 

George  Howland,  Junior,  in  the  communication  which  he  addressed 
to  the  City  Council,  upon  the  subject  of  his  donation,  clearly  sets  forth 
his  wishes  in  relation  to  the  expenditure  of  the  income  of  the  fund 
given  by  him  to  the  «ity  for  the  purposes  of  the  library,  by  the  follow- 
ing declaration : 

"  The  class  of  books  I  would  propose  to  be  obtained  from  the  above 
source,  to  be  of  a  more  expensive  character,  embracing  some  of  the 
higher  works  of  art  and  science,  than-  the  Trustees  would  feel  them- 
selves justified  in  procuring  with  the  ftinds  annually  set  apart  and 
placed  at  their  disposal  by  the  City  Government  for  the  enlargement  of 
the  library." 

In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  donor  thus  clearly  expressed, 
the  sum  given  by  him  to  the  city  has  been  called  the 

GEORGE  HOWLAND,   JUNIOK,  FUND, 

and  has  by  that  title  been  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  city  treasury. 

The  sum  received  by  the  city  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Charles  W. 

Morgan,  has  always  been  regarded  by  the  City  Government  and  the 
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Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  as  a  tand  identical  in  character 
with  that  obtained  through  the  enlightened  liberality  of  George  How- 
land,  Jr. 

The  City  Council,  having  a  clear  apprehension  of  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances herein  set  forth,  and  desiroas  to  fulfil  to  the  letter  and  to 
the  spirit  the  obligations  which  these  facts  and  circumstances  imposed, 
has  ordered  that  the  sum  received  under  the  will  of  Charles  W.  Mor- 
gan shall  be  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  City  Treasurer  as  the 

CHARLES  W.  MORGAN  FUXD. 

In  order  that  the  purpose  and  design  of  these  gifts  to  the  city  may 
be  in  the  fbllest  manner  carried  into  effect,  the  City  Council  has  ordered 
that  these  Ainds  should  bear  interest  at  the  usual  rate,  and  that  semi- 
annually the  interest  shall  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Trastees  of 
the  Free  Public  Library,  and  has,  In  that  order,  clearly  set  forth  the 
duty  of  said  Trustees  in  the  expenditure  of  said  interest  or  income,  to 
keep  clearly  in  view  the  character  of  the  funds,  and  the  conditions,^ 
expressed  and  implied,  connected  with  their  possession  by  the  city. 

Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  late  of  this  city,  by  her  will,  dated  the  1st  day 
of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  made  to 
the  city  of  New  Bedford  the  munificent  bequest  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  as  set  forth  in  the  following  provisions 'of  her  testament : 

"  Thirdly— lg\ye  and  bequeath  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  I  direct  that  the  same  sum 
shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  city,  and  shall  be  used  and  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  City  Council,  towards  the  introduc- 
tion of  water  into  the  city,  or  for  the  encouragement  otherwise  and 
more  general  introduction  into  the  city  of  heavy  manufactures  which 
require  the  use  of  steam.  I  give  this  legacy  to  my  city,  because  1  be- 
lieve that  its  prosperity  "depends  much  upon  the  establishment  and 
encouragement  of  manufactures  within  the  city. 

**  Fourthly  —  1  give  and  bequeath  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  the 
further  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  direct  that  this  sum 
shall  be  invested  judiciously,  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Council, 
and  the  Income  therefrom  shall  be  expended  and  used  for  the  promo- 
tion and  support  within  the  city  of  liberal  education,  and  the  enlarge- 
ment, from  time  to  time,  of  our  Free  Public  Library." 

The  liberal  and  enlightened  testatrix  clearly  and  earnestly  declared, 
in  connection  with  the  expression  of  her  Intent  to  bestow  this  rich 
gift  upon  her  native  city,  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  education 
and  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  that  institution  so 
dear  to  the  hearts  of  our  people : 

*'That  she  desired  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  in  the  bestow- 
ment  of  this  legacy,  she  had  In  view,  not  an  exemption  of  the  people 
from  any  part  of  the  assessments  which  were  required  to  sustain  our 
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public  schools  and  public  library  in  accordance  with  the  plans  and 
purposes  which  had  been  or  might  be  considered  as  meeting  the  stand* 
ard  properly  and  reasonably  required  in  consideration  of  the  flftct  that 
the  ftinds  necessary  for  their  maintenance  are  derived  from  an  annual 
rate  upon  the  property  of  the  people ;  but  that  the  means  derived  f)rom 
the  bequest  should  place  within  the  reach  of  the  inhabitants,  educa- 
tional opportunities  and  facilities  for  access  to  the  higher  and  more 
expensive  works  in  literature,  science  and  art,  which  are  reasonably 
considered  as  beyond  the  reach  of  a  Judicious  expenditure  of  the  pub* 
lie  appropriation." 

This  clearly  expressed  Interpretation  of  the  wishes  and  expectations 
of  the  testatri:^  should  be  regarded  as  constituting  an  important  con< 
dition  of  the  bequest,  binding  upon  all  who  may  be  called  upon  to 
carry  these  provisions  into  effect ;  and  is  in  entire  harmony  with  the 
conditions  that  have  ever  been  considered  as  connected  with  the  former 
gifts  to  the  Library. 

^n  accordance  with  these  statements  and  convictions  in  relation  to 
these  several  trusts,  we  have  prepared  the  ordinance  which  we  now 
present  to  the  Council  for  its  consideration.  The  Committee  feel  war- 
ranted in  stating  that  every  part  of  the  proposed  ordinance  has  been 
carefblly  considered,  and  that  no  effort  has  been  spared  to  give  a  right 
dii;jection  and  a  permanent  position  to  the  ftinds  which  have  been  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  city,  for  such  wise  and  beneficent  purposes. 

The  true  character  of  these  ftinds  has  been  the  guide  by  which  every 
provision  of  this  ordinance  has  been  arranged.  It  has  been  our  aim 
to  secure  through  all  time,  both  with  regard  to  the  investment  and  the 
disposition  of  the  income  which  the  investment  shall  yield,  a  ftall, 
strict  and  unquestionable  compliance  with  the  intent  of  the  honored 
individuals,  both  dead  and  living,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  these 
important  agencies  for  mental  culture  and  moral  elevation. 

The  character  of  these  trusts  is  sacred;  their  purpose  admits  of  no 
question ;  our  duty  with  regard  to  them  is  to  secure  for  them,  through 
all  coming  time,  a  recognition  of  this  character  and  purpose. 
On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

GEORGE  B.  RICHMOND,  Chajrman. 


BEQUEST  OF  SYLVIA  ANN  ROWLAND. 

Extract  from   the  Inaugural  Address  of  His  Honor, 

George  B.  Eichmond,  Mayor,  January  3d,  1870. 

It  is  well  known  to  you  and  our  fellow-citizens  that  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland,  late  of  this  city,  bequeathed  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.    After  years  of  doubt  and  delay, 
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the  legal  impediments  which  withheiU  her  bounty  are  about  to  be  re« 
moved.  Of  the  simple  financial  aspect  of  it,  I  have  already  spoken. 
The  money  will,  as  I  have  reasoa  to  believe,  soon  be  received ;  and 
this  assurance  comes  to  us  at  a  time  when  a  feeling  somewhat  aUie<l  to 
embarrassment  had  begun  to  connect  itself  with  our  fiscal  affairs. 

I  feely  gentlemen,  that  we  have  another  duty  to  perform.  Having 
received  this  munificent  gift,  with  gratitude  and  admiration  to  her  who 
has  willed  it,  it  is  our  duty  to  carry  out  her  wishes  to  the  ftillest  ex« 
tent.  Her  desire  for  the  introduction  of  the  water-works  has  been 
realized  by  us ;  and  her  gift  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  anticl* 
pated ;  and  the  gift  will  be  fulfilled  when  it  shall  be  applied  to  the 
liquidation  of  the  debt  they  have  created.  «^ 

The  conditions  connected  with  the  other  moLety  of  the  bequest  will 
call  for  great  care  and  much  thoughtftil  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Council.  Here  and  at  all  times  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this 
munificent  gift  was  not  given  that  we  might  thereby  make  a  trifling 
saving  in  our  annual  appropriations.  « 

The  cause  of  education  and  of  a  high  and  extended  intellectual  onl- 
ture,  as  I  understand,  called,  in  her  view,  for  means  and  appliances 
beyond  those  which  It  has  been  usual  to  provide  for  in  the  annoal 
appropriation.  This  sentiment,  so  enlightened  and  honorable,  I  under- 
stand, she  expressed  to  those  who  had  the  charge  of  giving  a  legal 
validity  to  her  wishes  with  regard  to  her  property. 

As  soon  as  circumstances  shall  call  for  action  on  your  part  in  relation 
to  these  bequests,  it  will  become  your  duty  to  give  a  rightfUl  and  per- 
manent direction,  by  ordinance,  to  the  investment  of  the  fXinds  and  the 
application  of  their  income. 

When  this  shall  be  done,  I  feel  it  will  be  your  pleasant  duty  to  have 
prepared,  In  some  simple,  expressive  and  enduring  form,  a  memorial  of 
this  act  of  enlightened  liberality. 


AN   ORDINANCE 

IN   RELATION   TO   THE   BEQUEST   OF  SYLVIA  ANN  HOWLAND. 

Section  1.  Upon  the  payment  by  the  executor  or  administrator  of 
the  last  will  and  testament  o(  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  of  the  sum  which 
may  be  due  the  city  of  New  Bedford  under  said  will  and  testament, 
the  City  Treasurer  shall  receive  the  same  and  place  it  in  the  treasury ; 
andiic  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  give  a  receipt  therefor, 
which  shall  bind  the  City  to  a  fbll  and  strict  compliance  with  the  con- 
ditions of  said  bequest. 
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Sbct.'  2.  A  credit  shall  be  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  City  Treas- 
ury of  one  half  the  amount  of  the  bequest  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  to 
the  City  of  New  Bedford,  "  for  the  support,  within  the  city,  of  Liberal 
£dncation,  and  the  enlargement  Arom  time  to  time  of  our  Free  Public 
Xiibraiy,"  when  it  shall  be  received  by  the  Treasurer;  and  this  credit, 
which  is  hereby  considered  and  declared  to  be  an  investment,  binding 
to  the  fullest  extent  upon  the  City,  shall  be  forever  designated  and 
known  as  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Free  Public  Library  Fund. 

This  credit  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained  to  be,  and  shall  forever 
be  known  and  held  as  an  investment  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  and  for  the  extension  of  its  sphere  of  usefulness,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  conditions  and  limitations  under  which  this  fUnd  has 
come  into  the  possession  of  the  City. 

Sect.  8.  This  investment,  set  forth  in  the  preceding  section,  shall 
bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  upon  the 
first  days  of  January  and  July,  of  every  year,  the  City  Treasurer  shall 
compute  the  interest  as  aforesaid  upon  the  investment  thus  made  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Free  Public  Library.  And  a  statement  of  this  com- 
putation In  detail,  shall  be  prepared  by  the  City  Treasurer,  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library.  The  amount 
of  the  interest  thus  found  to  have  accrued,  shall  be  placed  upon  the 
books  of  the  City  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library. 

Skct.  4.  The  fVinds  thus  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Free  Public  Library  shall  be  expended  by  them  strictly  in  accord* 
ance  with  the  object  and  Intent  of  the  donor  firom  whom  the  ftind  was 
derived. 

In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  a 
statement  in  detail  shall  be  made  of  the  outlay  authorized  by  that  body 
from  the  income  fttnd  thus  placed  at  their  disposal ;  and  the  vouchers 
of  such  expenditure  shall  be  exhibited  whenever  called  for  by  the  City 
Council  or  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Accounts  of  that  body. 

Sect.  5.  A  credit  shall  be  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  City 
Treasury,  of  one  half  of  the  amount  of  the  bequest  of  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland,  to  the  City  of  New  Bedford  '*  for  the  support,  within  the 
City,  of  Liberal  Education,  and  the  enlargement,  from  time  to  time,  of 
the  Free  Public  Library,"  when  it  shall  be  received  by  the  Treasurer, 
and  this  credit,  which  is  hereby  considered,  declared  and  ordained  to 
be  an  investment  binding  to  the  fullest  extent  to  the  Clt}(,  shall  be  for- 
ever designated  and  known  as  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Educational 
Fund. 

This  credit,  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained  to  be,  and  shall  be  for- 
ever known  and  held  as  an  investment  for  the  promotion  and  support, 
within  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  of  Liberal  Education,  in  accordance 
with  the  conditions  and  limitations  under  which  this  fund  has  come  in 
possession  of  the  City. 
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Sect.  6.  The  investment  set  forth  In  the  preceding  8ecti<Sn  shall 
bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centnm  per  annum,  and  upon  the 
first  days  of  January  and  July  of  every  year,  the  City  Treasurer  shall 
compute  the  interest  as  aforesaid,  upon  this  investment,  thus  made 
for  the  ''promotion  and  support  within  the  City  of  Liberal  Education." 
A  statement  of  this  computation  in  detail,  shall  be  prepared  by  the 
City  Treasurer  and  forthwith  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee of  the  city.  The  amount  of  the  interest  thus  found  to  have 
accrued  ft-om  this  fhnd,  shall  be  placed  upon  the  books  of  the  City 
Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  New  Bedford  School  Committee. 

Sect.  7.  The  funds  thus  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  New  Bedford 
School  Committee,  shall  be  expended  by  that  body  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  purpose  and  intent  of  her  by  whose  bequest  the  ftind  has 
come  into  the  possession  of  the  City. 

In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Committee,  there  shall  be  made 
a  statement  iu  detail  of  the  outlay  authorized  by  that  body  fVom  the 
income  ftmd  thus  placed  at  its  disposal ;  and  the  vouchers  for  any  such 
expenditure  shall  be  exhibited  whenever  called  for  by  the  City  Couocll 
or  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Accounts  of  that  body. 

Skct.  8.  The  School  Committee,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library,  may  make  such  regulations  for  the  discharge  of  their 
respective  duties  under  this  Ordinance  as  they  may  deem  expedient, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  or  the  Ordinances 
of  the  City ;  which  regulations  shall  be  reported  to  the  City  Council,- 
and  may  be  changed  or  abrogated  at  its  pleasure.  Provided,  however, 
that  no  payment  shall  be  made  f^om  either  of  the  income  Ainds  estab- 
lished and  provided  for  by  this  Ordinance,  unless  said  expenditure 
shall  have  been  authorized  by  a  vote  at  a  legal  meeting  of  the  School 
Committee  or  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  respectively ; 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  body  being  present  and  voting  in 
the  affirmative ;  — and  provided,  further,  that  no  authorization,  as 
aforesaid,  nor  any  act  of  either  of  the  bodies  last  named,  shall  allow 
the  application  of  any  part  of  the  income  ftom  the  Educational  or  the 
Library  Funds  hereby  established  to  supply  any  deficiency  which  maj 
at  any  time  exist  in  the  appropriations  of  the  City  for  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  the  Public  Schools  or  the  Free  Public  Library ;  or  for  any 
purpose,  temporary  or  permanent,  which  is  not  clearly  in  accordance 
with  the  original  design  and  intent  for  which  the  said  Educational  and 
Library  Funds  were  established. 

Sect.  9.  All  payments  oq  account  of  either  of  these  Ainds  shall  be 
made  upon  the  order  of  the  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee  for  the 
Education  Fund ;  and  upon  the  order  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  for  the  Library  Fund,  drawn 
upon  the  Treasurer  of  the  City ;  such  order  to  have  attached  thereto  a 
schedule  of  the  several  demands  included  therein,  with  the  amount 
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and  character  of  each.  Said  schedule  shall  contain  also  a  certificate  of 
the  Secretary  or  Clerk  of  the  Board,  that  all  the  demands  contained 
therein  have  been  authorized  in  the  manner  require  in  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  this  Ordinance ;  and  no  order  drawn  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  approved  by  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Accounts  of  the  City  Council,  unless  there  shall  be 
attached  thereto  a  schedule  as  herein  provided;  and  no  such  order 
shall  be  paid  by  the  City  Treasurer  until  the  same  has  been  approved 
by  said  Committee  in  the  usual  manner,  and  a  warrant  drawn  by  the 
Mayor  therefor. 

Sect.  10.  Provisions  shall  be  made  in  the  order  at  the  annual  City 
appropriations,  for  the  interest  that  may  accrue  and  be  allowed  upon 
these  several  ftinds  uoder  this  Ordinance,  and  the  amount  appropriated 
shall  be  included  in  the  item  of  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt. 

Sbct.  11.  The  sum  which  may  be  received  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
under  the  will  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  as  a  legacy  '*  towards  the  intro- 
duction of  water,"  and  the  sum  which  may  be  received  by  him  under 
said  will  as  a  legacy  **  for  the  promotion  and  support  within  the  City 
of  liberal  education  and  the  enlargement  of  the  Free  Public  Library," 
shall  be  applied  by  him  to  meet  the  special  appropriations  for  the  New 
Bedford  Water  Works,  made  by  the  City  Council  during  the  year  1869, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said  will  and  the  arrangement  for 
investment  to  the  Educational  Fund  and  the  Library  Fund  contained  in 
this  Ordinance ;  and  any  fiirther  sums  which  may  be^received  by  the 
City  Treasurer  Arom  the  same  source  by  way  of  income  or  interest 
shall  be  disposed  of  by  him  as  follows : 

The  income  or  interest  upon  the  water  legacy  shall  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  interest  upon  the  Water  Bonds  issued  by  the  City,  after 
deducting  thereftom  a  sum  sufficient  to  make  the  whole  amount  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  Water  appropriations  for  1869,  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  the  income  or  interest  upon  the  other  legacy  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be  equally  divided,  and  one  half  shall 
be  placed  upon  the  books  of  the  City  Treasurer  to  the  credit  of  the 
New  Bedford  School  Committee,  and  the  other  half  to  the  credit  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library;  it  being  understood  that  the 
sums  by  this  section  placed  to  the  credit  of  said  Committee  and  said 
Trustees  respectively,  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  conditions,  limitations 
ai^l  restrictions  contained  in  this  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  ezpendi^ 
tures  of  the  income  of  the  investments »  herein  provided  for,  of  the 
bequest  contained  in  said  will. 

Passed  March  80,  1871. 
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AN  ORDINANCE 

IN  RELATIOX  TO  THE  UONATIOK  OF  GEORGE  HOWLAND, 
JUNIOR,  AND  THE  BEQUEST  OF  CHARLES  W.  MORGAN. 

Section  1.  The  Ainds  in  the  City  Treasury,  derived  flrom  the  dona- 
tion of  George  Howland,  Junior,  shall  there  continne,  and  shall  be 
designated  the 

OROROB  HOWLAND,  JUNIOR,  FUND. 

And  the  funds  in  the  City  Treasury,  derived  from  the  bequest  of 
Charles  W.  Morgan,  shall  there  continue,  and  shall  be  designated  the 

CHARLES  W.  MORGAN  FUND. 

Sect.  2.  The  third,  fourth,  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the 
ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  bequest  of  Sylvia 
Ann  Howland,**  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the  income  of  the  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland  Free  Public  Library  Fund,  shall  be  applicable  to  the  income 
of  the  ftinds  designated  in  the  fbregoing  section,  as  ftilly  as  if  the  same 
were  herein  ftiUy  set  forth. 

Passed  March  SO,  1871. 
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STATEMENT 

I 

OF  THE   ACCOUNT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES   OF  THE   FREE   PUBLIC 
LIBRARY,   FROM   THE   BOOKS   OF  THE   CITY  TREASURER, 

Or. 

1871. 
dd   mo.  1.    Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  account,  978.43 

4th  mo.  8.  Received  of  £.  D.  Mandell,  administrator, 
on  account  of  income  on  the  bequest  of 
Sylvia  Ann  Howland— i  of  925,000,  12,600.00 

7th  mo.  1.    Interest  for  8  months  on  the  8.  A.  H.  Free 

Public  Library  Fund,  676.00 

Interest  for  6  months  on  the  G.  Howland, 

Jr.  Fund,  48.00 

Interest  for  6  months  on  tl\e  C.  W.  Mor* 
gan  Fund,  80.00 

1872. 
1st  mo.  2.    Interest  for  6  months  on  the  8.  A.  H.  Fund,  1,860.00 

Interest  for  6  months  on  the  G.  Howland, 

Jr.,  Fund,  .    48.00 

Interest  for  6  months  on  the  C.  W.  Mor- 
gan Fund,  30.00 
Amount  of  £.  D.  Mandell,  administrator, 
being  one  half  the  balance  of  **  income" 
on  Sylvia  Ann  Howland*s  bequest,  on 
final  settlement,                                                       2,846.67 


•17,106.10 
Dr. 
1871. 
9th  mo.   6.    Order  of  the  President  of  the  Board 

of  Trustees,  $6,471.36 

12th  mo.  12.    Order  of  the  President  of  the  Board 

of  Trustees,  442.66 

1872. 
Ist  mo.    2.    Balance  in  the  Treasury,  11,192.10  917,106.10 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  City  Treasurer. 


City  op  New  Bedford,  > 

Treasurer's  Office,  1st,  mo.  2, 1872.  3 


GEORGE   HOAVLAND,   JUNIOR,   FUND, 

The  Amount  of  this  fbnd  is  91,600.00 

1871. 
1st  mo.  1.    6  months'  interest,  $48.00 

7th  mo.  1.    6  months'  interest,  48.00 

1872. 
1st  mo.  2.    6  months'  interest,  48.00         $144.00 

Paid  part  of  Scribner,  Welford  &  Co.'s  bUI,  $146.00 
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CHARLES  W.    MORGAN  FUNB. 

The  amonnt  of  this  ftind  is  $1,000.00 

1871. 
Ist  mo.  1.    6  months'  interest,  $SO.0O 

7th  mo.  1.    6  months*  interest,  80.00 

1872. 
Ist  mo.  2.    G  months'  interest,  30.00  $90. 00 

Paid  fdr  a  part  of  D.  Van  Nostrand's  bill,  $100.00 


SYLVIA  ANN   ROWLAND   FREE   PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND. 

The  amount  of  this  fkind  is  now  $50,000.00 

1871. 
7th  mo.  1.    3  months'  interest  on  $45,000,  $675.00 

1872. 
1st  mo.  2.    G  months'  interest  on  $45,000,  1,350.00  $2,025X0 

This  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  Trastecs  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

[NoTK.^Thi8  fund  was  IncreMed  $5,000, 1  mo.  2, 1872,  by  the  payment  of  the 
ance  of  the  beqnest,  by  £.  D.  Mandell,  administrator.] 


SYLVIA   ANN  HOWLAKD'S  BEQUEST. 

INCOME  ACCOUKT. 
1871. 

4th  mo.  3.  Received  of  E.  D.  Mandell,  ad- 
ministrator, on  account  of  in- 
come ttom  fbnds  in  his  hands, 
amouDt  received,  $25,000.00 

1  to  Educational  Fund,  12,500.00     $12,500.00 

1872. 
1st  mo.  2.    Received  of  E.  D.  Mandell,  admin- 
istrator, balance  of  income  as 
above,  $4,693.33 

i  to  Educational  Fund,  2,346.66       $2,346.07 


$14,846.67 
This  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
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SYLVIA   ANN   HOWL  AND   INCOME   FUNDS. 


BECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


Income  ft'om  Library  Fund, 
Income  paid  by  administrator, 

Paid  for  sundry  bills  of  books,  as  follows : 

Bills  of  William  H.  Piper  &  Co., 

Bill  of  A.  L.  Luyster, 

Part  of  bill  of  D.  Van  Nostrand, 

Part  of  bill  of  Scribner,  Welford  &  Co., 

Bill  of  A.  L.  Luyster, 

Balance  unexpended. 


82,025.00 

14,846.67      $16,871.67 


$079.50 
541.98 
484.86 

3.220.01 
442.65 


$5,669.00 
$11,202.67 


BALANCE   STATEMENT. 

Amount  to  the  credit  of  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland 

Library  Fund, 
Overpaid  on  income  of  G.  Howiand,  Jr.,  Fund, 
Overpaid  on  income  of  C.  W.  Morgan  Fund, 


$1.00 
10.00 


Add  unexpended  balance  on  last  year's  account, 
Balance  unexpended  as  per  City  Treasurer's  Account, 


$11^202.67 

11.00 

$11,191.67 
.43 


$11,192.10 
JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  Clerk  Board  Trustees. 


City  of  New  Bedford, 
Office  of  Trustees  Free  Public  Library,  1st  mo.  5,  1872. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  BOARD  OP  TRUSTEES  OF  THE 
FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  ON  THE  APPLICATION  OF  THE 
TOUNG  men's  natural  HISTORY  SOCIETY. 

The  Commtttee  of  the  Board  of  Trnstees  to  whom  was  referred  a 
commnDlcation  bearing  date  Jane  22,  1871,  of  a  Committee  of  the 
Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society,  on  the  subject  of  the  Collectlonii 
of  said  Society,  ask  leave  respectfiiUy  to  report. 

The  following  Is  a  copy  of  the  communication : 

**New  Bedford,  June  22,  1871. 
**  To  tke  Ti^uateee  of  the  Free  Public  Library  : 

**  Gentlemen,  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History 
Society,  held  Wednesday  evening,  June  21,  1871,  it  was 

*'  Voted,  '  That  the  Museum  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History 
Society  be  offered  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  under  the  same 
conditions  which  we  made  to  the  City  Government.' 

**In  pursuance  of  this  vote,  we  the  undersigned,  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  ask  you  to  accept  of  the  Museum  with  these 
conditions  only : 

**  You  to  keep  the  Museum  in  some  suitable  place,  where  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society  can  have  free  access 
to  it ;  and 

**  To  have  It  open  free  to  the  public  as  often  as  once  a  week. 

**We  will  continue  to  make  additions  to  the  Museum  as  in  3'ear8 
past. 

**  Notwithstanding  the  editorials  which  have  been  published  in  the 
daily  papers,  we  still  consider  the  Museum  a  valuable  one,  and  are  de- 
sirous of  retaining  it  in  our  city. 

*<  It  has  grown  so  large  that  we  are  unable  to  handle  it  without  help, 
and  this  is  our  only  reason  for  wishing  to  dispose  of  it. 

<«  We  value  the  collection  at  five  thousand  dollars,  and  we  have  it  In- 
sured for  two  thousand  dollars. 

**  Hoping  to  have  a  favorable  answer  from  you  at  your  earliest  con- 
convenience,  we  remain 

"  Yours  very  respectfully, 

"  Luther  G.  Hewins,  Jr.,  ^ 
James  C.  Briggs,  >  Committee." 

E.  V.  McLeod,  > 
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The  Committee  to  whom  this  commuiiicatlon  was  addressed,  gave 
immediate  attention  to  the  subject  referred  to  them. 

To  enable  the  committee  the  better  to  judge  as  to  the  character,  ex- 
tent and  value  of  the  collection,  the  hall  in  which  it  is  now  kept  was 
visited,  in  company  with  two  of  the  young  gentlemen  whose  names  are 
attached  to  the  communication.  Although  not  prepared  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  the  exact  position  which  it  holds  as  a  natural  history 
collection,  in  comparison  with  such  collections  in  other  parts  of  our 
country,  or  to  fix  upon  it  a  money  value,  as  such  collections  are  gen- 
erally appraised,  the  Committee  found  a  large  number  of  valuable  spec- 
imens in  the  various  branches  of  natural  history,  careftilly  classified 
and  neatly  arranged. 

Whatever  may  be  its  defects  as  a  collection  calculated  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  student  in  that  branch  of  the  domain  of  knowledge,  it  is 
evident  that  what  has  been  gathered  and  arranged  is  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  that  a  foundation  has  been  laid  of  the  right  kind  of  material 
for  assisting  the  student  in  this  delightful  branch  of  knowledge,  and 
for  building  up  a  collection  which  shall  meet  the  wants  of  the  most 
advanced  inquirers  into  the  secrets  of  nature. 

We  mean  these  remarks  to  apply  strictly  to  the  specimens  in  natural 
history. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  articles  in  the  Museum,  many  of  them 
rare  and  valuable,  and  all  worth  preserving,  which  have  no  immediate 
connection  with  the  pursuit  of  this  branch  of  knowledge. 

All  that  we  need  to  say  of  these  is,  that  they  serve  to  increase  the 
interest  in  the  general  visitor  to  the  Natural  History  Room ;  that  they 
are  arranged  in  perfect  taste ;  and  that  as  far  as  they  are  of  a  character 
to  illustrate  the  manners  and  customs  of  other  nations,  they  may  be 
considered  as  having  an  educational  value.  Some  of  them  have  a  value 
in  the  estimation  of  the  local  antiquary,  as  illustrating  the  history  of 
our  own  municipality. 

The  committee  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  this  collection  of 
curiosities  and  specimens  in  natural  history  is,  in  any  light  in  which 
it  may  be  viewed,  a  valuable  one,  and  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  it 
should  be  retained  among  us,  and  so  placed  that  the  student  may  be 
assisted  by  its  specimens,  and  the  public  at  large  gratified  by  having 
access  to  the  many  interesting  objects  which  it  contains. 

Thus  far  the  subject  has  no  difficulties.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  state 
that  here  is  a  fine  collection,  a  valuable  collection,  and  a  collection 
which  it  is  very  desirable  to  retain  in  our  city. 

The  question  is' How  can  it  be  retained? 

Those  who  now  hold  it,  by  whose  labors  it  has  been  gathered,  and 
for  whose  benefit  as  students  of  natural  history  it  is  primarily  in- 
tended, tell  us  in  the  communication  before  us  that  they  cannot  hold  it 
longer.    Their  statement  is  that  it  has  grown  so  large  that  they  are 
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unable  to  handle  it  wlthoat  help.  In  their  interview  with  the  Com- 
mittee, through  the  young  men  who  had  been  commissioned  to  commo- 
nicale  with  the  Trustees,  they  have  shown  us  most  clearly  that  it  la 
utterly  out  of  their  power  to  meet  the  expenditure  demanded  to  keep 
the  collection  together,  and  in  such  a  condition  as  to  allow  of  its  use 
by  the  members  and  of  its  exhibition  to  the  public.  If  kept  together, 
and  so  arranged  as  to  answer  the  end  of  its  collection,  it  must  be  by 
individuals  or  associations  of  greater  resources  than  the  members  of 
the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  Board,  that  various  means  have  been  resorted 
to,  hitherto,  without  isuccess,  to  secure  on  the  part  of  the  Society  the 
means  of  meeting  the  necessary  expenditures.  ' 

An  effort  was  made,  and  for  a  time  it  was  successful,  to  obtain  the 
help  of  individuals  not  members.  These  subscribers  have  gradually 
fallen  away  so  that  this  source  of  supply  has  failed. 

An  application  was  made  to  the  city  for  the  necessary  aid  from  the 
city  treasury.  This  application  was  not  successful ;  the  refusal  of  the 
City  Council  being  based  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  not  within  its 
province  to  make  appropriations  of  such  a  character. 

Another  efibrt  was  made  to  obtain  the  necessary  help  through  a  coo- 
tribution  from  that  part  of  the  income  of  the  Howland  Aind  that  was 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  School  Committee. 

This  proposition  did  not  succeed ;  the  School  Committee  taking  the 
ground  that  neither  by  the  will  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  nor  by  the  Or- 
dinance of  the  City,  could  they  devote  any  portion  of  this  income  to 
the  purposes  of  sustaining  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  City  Council,  by  a  concurrent 
vote,  recommended  to  the  School  Committee  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion asked  for  by  the  Society. 

The  subject  has  now  been  brought  before  this  Board  by  the  commn-* 
nication  of  the  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society 
which  was  received  at  our  last  meeting,  referred,  and  upon  which  this 
report  is  introduced. 

Two  questions  are  prominent  in  the  inquiry  as  the  subject  now 
stands  before*  this  body. 

Is  it  In  the  power  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  from 
any  ftinds  which  are  under  their  control,  to  aid  the  Young  ^en^s  Nat- 
ural History  Society  in  the  manner  proposed? 

If  it  is  in  our  power  legally  to  do  this,  is  the  object  to  be  attained 
one  that  commends  itself  to  our  Judgment  as  within  the  scope  of  the 
plan  of  the  Free  Public  Library  ? 

We  come  to  the  consideration  of  this  subject  with  two  facts  of  im- 
portance connected  with  it. 

First  The  City  Council  have,  by  a  very  decided  vote,  expressed 
their  desire  that  this  Society  should  be  sustained. 
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JSteond.  The  New  Bedford  School  Committee  have,  with  great  UDa- 
Dimity,  declared  that  to  grant  this  relief  does  Dot  come  within  the 
ranjs^e  of  the  authority  vested  in  that  body. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  any  action  of  this  body,  clearly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Councii  in  relation  to  this 
request,  would  meet  with  the  sanction  of  that  body. 

But  It  is  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  act  upon  its  own  convictions  of 
what  is  required  of  us  by  the  laws,  the  ordinances  of  the  city,  and  the 
conditions  set  forth  in  the  donations  whose  income  has  been  placed  in 
our  charge. 

There  are,  connected  with  our  position  as  Trustees  of  the  Free  Pub- 
lic Library,  duties  and  obligations  of  the  gravest  character,  and  it 
becomes  us  on  this  and  on  all  occasions,  clearly  to  recognize  and  faith- 
fully to  meet  them. 

It  Is  allowed  to  us,  however,  to  take  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
field  of  labor  which  we  occupy,  and  to  interpret  its  duties  and  obliga- 
tions by  a  liberal  construction  of  these  directions  which  it  is  our  duty 
to  observe. 

The  Free  Public  Library  Is  a  great  educational  Institution.  In  all 
our  reports  we  have  held  it  up  before  the  public  as  the  complement  of 
our  free  public  school  system.  The  principal  purpose  of  its  establish- 
ment is,  certainly,  to  collect  a  library  and  provide  for  the  circulation 
of  our  boolcs ;  but  books  are  not  the  only  instrumentalities  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  people,  and  it  is  clear  that  anything  that  adds  to  the 
ability  of  the  books  to  communicate  instruction,  comes  clearly  within 
the  province  of  our  trusteeship  and  the  purpose  for  which  the  library 
was  established.  Maps,  charts,  pictures,  statues,  plans,  specimens  of 
natural  history,  all  aid  to  give  life  and  power  to  the  information  con- 
tained in  books,  and  greatly  to  add  to  their  value. 

We  have  in  our  library,  a  large  number  of  the  most  valuable  works 
in  natural  history  ever  published,  and  we  expect  to  go  on  increasing 
the  number  of  books  in  this  most  interesting  and  valuable  branch  of 
knowledge. 

Suppose  we  had  the  text  only  of  Audubon*s  celebrated  works,  would 
it  not  be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  have  placed  within  the  reach  of  the 
student  and  the  general  reader,  a  preserved  specimen  of  every  bird  and 
every  beast  described  by  him  ? 

Enough  has  been  said  to  give  a  general  idea  of  this  subject.  The 
Committee  are  aware  that  there  must  be  a  limit  set  to  this  method  of 
proceeding;  and  they  do  not  wish  even  to  be  too  positive  in  the 
opinion  that  the  collection  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society 
would  come  within  the  range  of  the  principle. 

The  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  make  any  specific  proposition  at 
this  time.  It  has  seemed  enough  for  them  to  state  the  general  princi- 
ples, and  the  principal  facts  connected  with  the  request  of  the  Young 
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Men's  Natural  History  Society,  and  leave  it  for  the  Board  to  decide,  in 
view  of  all  the  facts  before  us,  and  in  view  of  the  important  obliga- 
tions which  are  resting  upon  us,  what  course  it  is  our  duty  to  take. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON. 
New  Bedford,  7th  mo.  1,  1871. 


BILL  OF  SALE 

OF   THE   MUSEUM   OF   THE   YOUNG   MEN'S  NATURAL   HISTORY 
SOCIETY   TO   THE   CITY   OF   NEW  BEDFORD. 

Whereas,  The  Young  Men^s  Natural  History  Society  of  New  Bedford, 
a  body  corporate  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  is  the  holder  and  possessor  of  a  Col- 
lection or  Museum,  consisting  of  specimens  in  Natural  History  and 
other  rare  and  valuable  articles ;  and 

Whereas,  An  arrangement  has  been  made  for  a  sale  and  conveyance 
of  said  Museum  or  Collection  to  said  city  of  New  Bedford : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the 
Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society  of  New  Bedford,  in  consideration 
of  one  dollar  paid  to  them  by  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  the  receipt 
whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  and  for  divers  other  good  and  valid 
considerations,  does  hereby  give,  grant,  sell,  convey,  transfer  and  assign 
unto  said  city  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  all  the  articles  contained  in  said  Museum  or  Collection  as  they 
now  may  be  found  in  the  room  in  the  building  in  said  New  Bedford, 
called  Cummings  Block,  which  room  has  been  hired  and  prepared  for 
ttiis  purpose,  hereby  intending  to  convey  to  said  city,  all  the  specimens 
in  natural  history,  such  as  minerals  and  zoological  preparations,  and 
all  works  of  art,  together  with  all  the  fixtures,  shelves,  cases,  drawers, 
and  all  other  articles  used  for  the  classification  and  arrangement  of 
the  said  Collection  or  Museum ;  and  all  the  stoves,  gas  fixtures,  and  all 
other  articles  belonging  thereto  or  used  in  connection  therewith,  or 
with  the  use  and  occupancy  of  the  room  in  which  it  and  they  are  con- 
tained ;  it  being  understood  that  there  is  conveyed  to  said  city  of  New 
Bedford  by  this  bill  of  sale,  all  the  property  of  the  said  Young  Men's 
Natural  History  Society  contained  In  said  Museum  or  Collection  in  the 
room  in  which  it  is  now  situated,  and  Airther  understood,  that  all  the 
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specimens,  preparations,  works  of  art,  &c.,  which  constitute  said  Mu- 
seum, and  all  the  ftimitnre,  stoves,  fixtures,  &c.,  are  the  property  of 
said  Society. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Young  Men*s  Natural  History  Society, 
by  Luther  G.  He  wins,  Jr.,  James  C.  Briggs,  and  E.  Y.  McLeod,  a  Com- 
mittee duly  authorized  by  a  vote  of  said  corporation  for  that  purpose, 
have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  the  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  this 
24th  day  of  July,  1871. 

New  Bedford  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society, 

By  L.  G.  Hewins,  Jr. 
James  C.  Briggs. 
E.  V.  McLkod. 


AGREEMENT. 

WhereaSj  The  members  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society 
of  New  Bedford,  have  this  day  conveyed  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  for  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  the  Museum  or  Collection 
of  Natural  History  and  other  valuable  articles,  collected,  held,  and 
owned  by  them,  as  by  their  bill  of  sale  of  this  date ;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  the  purpose  and  intent  of  the  parties  to  this  convey- 
ance, that  the  said  Museum  or  Collection  shall  be  kept,  preserved  and 
enlarged  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  members  of  said  Society  and  of 
the  inhabitants  of  said  city  of  New  Bedford,  and  for  the  promotion  of 
an  interest  in  the  subject  of  Natural  History,  generally,  in  said  city : 

Therefore,  we  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  George  How- 
land,  Jr.,  J.  Wingate  Frost,  and  James  B.  Congdon,  a  Committee  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  representing  said  Trustees  and 
the  inhabitants  of  said  City,  and  Luther  G.  Hewins,  Jr.,  James  C. 
Briggs,  and  E.  Y.  McLeod,  a  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural 
History  Society,  representing  the  members  of  said  Society,  both  said 
Committees  being  authorized  hereto,  do  agree  as  follows : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  do  agree,  that  the  Museum 
or  Collection  purchased  by  them  for  the  City  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  kept 
In  a  place  convenient  for  Its  arrangement.  Increase,  preservation,  and 
exhibition ;  that  It  shall  be  at  all  proper  times  accessible  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society  for  such  use  thereof 
as  will  enable  them  to  avail  of  Its  contents  for  the  purposes  of  study 
and  for  making  additions  thereto ;  that  once  a  week,  upon  such  day 
and  at  such  time  of  the  day  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  the  room  or  rooms 
containing  the  Collection  shall  be  opened  to  the  public  under  such  reg- 
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ulations  as  may  be  required  for  the  comfort  and  convenienoe  of  the 
visitors  and  the  preservation  and  safety  of  the  articles  contained  in  it ; 
that  it  shall  be,  on  the  day  it  may  be  thus  opened  to  visitors,  properly 
warmed  and  lighted ;  and  that  all  the  expenses  attending  the  proTision 
of  a  suitable  room,  for  warming  and  lighting  the  same,  and  for  soch 
care  thereof  as  shall  Yye  required  for  keeping  it  clean,  shall  be  paid  by 
the  said  city  of  New  Bedford. 

The  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society  do 
agree,  that  the  members  thereof  shall  continue  to  pursue  the  stady  of 
natural  history  as  heretofore ;  that  all  the  care  and  labor  necessary 
for  the  arrangement,  preservation  and  increase  of  the  said  Collection 
shall  be  bestowed  by  them ;  that  they  shall  be  diligent  In  the  work  of 
increasing  the  natural  history  specimens  of  the  Collection  and  adding 
thereto  all  such  articles  as  may  be  calculated  to  increase  its  value  and 
interest ;  and  that  said  City  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  any 
expenditures  but  such  as  are  specifically  set  forth  and  agreed  to  on  the 
part  of  the  Trustees  as  above,  unless  the  City  Council  or  the  Tmstees 
of  the  Free  Public  Library  shall  authorize  an  expenditure  for  other 
purposes. 

Witness  the  signatures  of  the  parties  above  named,  this  2ith  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one. 

L.  G.  Hbwiks,  Jr.,  ^     Committee  of  the 
James  C.  Briogs,    >  Toung  Men*s  Natural 
E.  Y.  McLeod,        )      History  Society. 

Georgb  Howlakd,  Jr.,  ^     Committee  of  the 
James  B.  Congdon,        >  Trustees  of  the  Free 
J.  WiNGATK  Frost,        j       Public  Library. 
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KULE8   AND   REGULATIONS. 


Organization  and  Duties  of  the  Board  of  Truateea. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Sect.  1.  The  Mayor  of  the  city  shall  be  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Sect.  2.  When  he  shall  be  absent  a  presiding  officer  shall  be  chosen 
for  the  meeting,  who  for  such  meeting  shall  exercise  all  the  authority 
of  the  President. 

Sect.  8.  The  Clerk  shall  preside  pending  such  choice. 

Sect.  4.  When  President  and  Clerk  shall  both  be  absent,  any  mem- 
ber may  call  the  meeting  to  order  and  preside  at  the  choice  of  a  Presi- 
dent |)ro  ietnpore. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Sect.  1.  The  Board  shall  have  four  Standing  Committees,  to  wit: 

j3n  the  Library,  to  consist  of  four  members,  of  whom  the  President 
shall  be  one  and  its  Chairman. 

On  the  Building,  to  consist  of  two  members. 

On  Binding  and  Blanks,  to  consist  of  two  members. 

On  the  Museum,  to  consist  of  three  members. 

These  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  at  the  first 
meeting  in  the  year,  unless  a  vote  shall  be  passed  for  their  election 
by  the  Board.  If  not  then  appointed  or  chosen.  It  can  be  done  at  any 
subsequent  meeting. 

Sect.  2.  Vacancies  in  any  Standing  Committee  can  be  filled  at  any 
meeting. 

Sect.  8.  Special  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sect.  1.  The  first  meeting  in  the  year  shall  be  held  on  the  next  Sat- 
urday after  the  election  of  the  Trustees ;  which  meeting  shall  be  called 
by  the  Clerk  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor,  by  written  notices  to 
each  member. 


Digitized  by 


Google  — 


42 


Srct.  2.  Meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Saturday  of  every  month. 

Sect.  3.  Notices  of  all  meetings  shall  be  sent  under  the  direction  of 
the  Clerk,  to  the  members  through  the  post-office,  or  delivered  at  their 
respective  residences,  and  in  the  first-named  case  they  shall  be  sent  the 
day  previous  to  the  meeting. 

Sect.  4.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  Clerk  upon  the  re- 
quest of  any  member,  such  meeting  not  to  be  called  sooner  than  the 
next  day  after  such  request  shall  be  made. 

Sect.  5.  Four  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

Sect.  1.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Library  shall 

Purchase  all  books ; 

Subscribe  for  the  periodicals ; 

Prepare  the  Annual  Report ;  and 

Direct  the  Librarian  as  to  what  books  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be 
taken  from  the  Library. 

Sect.  2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Building  shall  have  the 
oversight  of  the  rooms,  their  cleaning,  warming,  lighting,  ventilating, 
and  repairs ;  and  shall  direct  with  regard  to  the  fixtures,  ftimlture,  and 
pictures. 

Sect.  S.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Blanks  and  Binding  shall  direct 
in  relation  to  the  binding  of  books  and  periodicals  and  their  prepara- 
tion for  use ;  provide  all  necessary  books  and  blanks  for  the  use  of  the 
Librarian ;  and  decide  all  doubtful  questions  as  to  fines  and  the  injury 
or  loss  of  books  taken  from  the  library. 

Sect.  4.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Museum  shall  have  in 
charge  the  Museum  of  Natural  History,  and  shall  take  all  such  meas- 
ures for  its  security,  usefblness  and  growth  as  may  be  deemed  by  them 
advisable,  within  the  limitations  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sect.  6.  The  several  Standing  Committees  shall,  in  all  matters  con- 
nected with  their  respective  duties,  conform  to  all  directions  which 
may  be  given  by  a  vote  of  the  board. 


ARTICLE  V. 

Sect.  1.  Connected  with  the  management  of  the  library  there  shall  be 
A  Clerk; 

A  Superintendent ; 
A  Librarian ; 

One  or  more  Assistant  Librarians. 

Sect.  2.  The  Clerk  shall  be  the  recording  officer  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  shall  certify  to  all  bills  which  shall  be  approved  by  them. 
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All  the  records  and  papers  of  the  Board  shall  be  in  his  possession,  sub- 
ject to  its  order.  In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting,  the 
President  shall  appoint  a  Clerk  pro  tempore. 

Sect.  8.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Library  shall  have  a  general 
oversight  of  the  operations  of  the  Library  not  connected  with  the  ar- 
rangement, custody  and  circulation  of  the  books  and  other  publications 
or  any  other  part  of  its  management  belonging  to  the  office  of  Libra- 
rian ;  he  shall  perform  all  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the 
Board  or  either  of  its  Standing  Committees ;  he  shall  conduct  all  the 
correspondence  of  the  Board ;  examine  all  bills  and  keep  an  exact  ac- 
count of  all  authorized  expenditures,  placing  under  different  heads  the 
demands  allowed  and  ordered  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  gen- 
eral expenditure  and  to  the  several  Trust  Funds  whose  income  is 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board.  He  shall,  at  every  meeting 
of  the  Board,  lay  before  them  in  writing  any  subject  which  he  may 
consider  as  calling  for  their  attention.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  receive 
and  act  upon  all  requests  for  leave  to  take  Arom  the  Library  any  book 
uot  intended  for  general  circulation.  He  shall  receive,  f^om  time  to 
time,  from  the  Librarian,  an  account  of  any  books  which  may  be  miss- 
ing and  advise  with  him  as  to  the  necessary  measures  for  their  recov- 
ery, and  in  relation  to  any  other  department  of  the  operations  of  the 
institution. 

The  Superintendent  shall  have  charge  of  the  Museum  and  Collections 
in  Natural  History  belonging  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  and  shall, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Trustees  or  the  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Museum,  take  all  such  measures  for  its  preservation,  increase,  and 
profitable  arrangement  and  exhibition,  as  may  be  called  for,  that  the 
''design  of  its  establishment  and  of  its  purchase  by  the  city  may  be  ac- 
complished. 

Sect.  4.  The  Librarian  shall  have  the  charge  of  all  the  rooms  occupied 
by  the  Library,  and  the  custody  of  all  the  property  connected  with  it, 
contained  in  them.  He  shall  be  responsible  to  the  Trustees  for  the 
faithftil  discharge  of  his  duties.  All  the  books,  periodicals,  maps, 
charts,  manuscripts  and  pictures  shall  be  catalogued  and  arranged  by 
him ;  and  in  all  matters  connected  with  their  use,  preservation,  and 
circulation,  he  shall  see  that  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Trustees 
are  complied  with.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  preserve  order  In  the  Libra- 
ry-rooms, and  to  do  whatever  may  be  required  to  facilitate  the  examin- 
ation and  perusal  of  the  books  and  periodicals,  and  the  convenience 
of  all  visitors  and  takers  of  books  for  circulation.  The  Librarian 
shall  ftom  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  once  in  three  months,  make 
out  a  list  for  the  iSuperintendent  of  all  the  books  missing,  and  such 
measures  may  be  taken  by  these  two  officers  as  they  may  consider  best 
calculated  for  their  recovery. 


Digitized  by 


Google . 


44 


He  shall  receive  all  fines,  keeping  a  record  of  the  same,  and  may 
from  any  funds  in  his  hands  meet  any' petty  expenditures  necessary  in 
his  department. 

Sect.  5.  The  Assistant  Librarians  shall  perform  their  duties  under 
the  direction  of  the  Librarian;  and  when  the  last  named  of&cer  is 
absent,  the  Library  shall  be  under  the  charge  of  the  AssisUnt  he 
may  designate,  unless  the  Trustees  otherwise  order. 

Skct.  6.  The  Superintendent,  Clerk,  Librarian  and  Assistant  Libra- 
rians, and  all  other  officers  they  may  think  proper  to  employ,  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Trustees ;  they  shall  receive  such  compensation  as 
the  Board  shall  allow,  payable  quarterly,  and  shall  hold  their  respec- 
tive places  during  its  pleasure.  Should  the  Superintendent  be  absent, 
or  should  there  be  a  vacancy  in  the  office,  the  Clerk  shall  perform  the 
duties  of  that  office  during  such  absence  or  vacancy. 


Library  Regulation!. 

ABTICLE  VI. 

WHEN  OPEN. 

Sect.  1.  The  Library  shall  be  open  every  day,  Sundays,  New  Year's 
Day  and  the  Legal  Holidays  excepted. 

Sect.  2.  From  April  1st  to  August  81st,  both  inclusive,  from  8  o'clock 
A.  M.  to  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  from  S  o'clock  to  6  o'clock  and  from  7  o'clock 
to  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

Sect.  3.  During  the  other  months,  from  10  o'clock  A  M.  to  1  o'clock 
P.  M.  and  from  S  to  6  and  from  7  to  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

BIOHTS  AND  DITTIES  OF  VISFTOBS. 

Sect.  4.  All  persons  resident  in  New  Bedford,  of  16  years  of  age 
and  upwards,  shall  have  the  right  to  visit  the  rooms,  and  to  use  therela 
the  books,  periodicals,  &c.,  subject  to  such  regulations  and  restrictions 
as  the  Committee  on  the  Library  may  ftom  time  to  time  Institute  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Board. 

Sect.  5.  Measures  shall  be  taken  to  guard  against  loss  or  damage  by 
reason  of  such  use  of  the  Library  property,  and  to  insure  quiet  and 
decorum  in  all  the  rooms. 

Sect.  6.  A  failure  to  meet  any  pecuniary  liability,  or  to  conform  to 
the  rules,  shall  be  considered  a  forfeiture  of  the  right  to  the  use  of  the 
Library  property  in  any  form. 

Sect.  7.  Strangers,  introduced  by  a  Trustee  or  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  may  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  residents  for  four  weeks. 

CIBCULATION  of  BOOKS. 

Sect.  8.  Books  may  be  taken  f^om  the  Library  by  all  resident  adults, 
and  by  all  resident  married  minors. 
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Sect.  9.  A  delivery  upon  the  order  of  a  resident  shall  be  considered 
a  delivery  to  him  In  person. 

Sect.  10.  All  orders  for  books  shall  name  the  person  to  receive  them» 
and  the  books  shall  be  delivered  to  no  other.  There  shall  be  an  order 
for  each  delivery. 

Sect.  11.  Minors  16  years  old  or  upwards,  resident  In  the  city,  may 
be  alloveed  the  rights  of  adults  as  takers  of  books,  by  filing  with  the 
Librarian  a  certificate  signed  by  their  parent  or  guardian  or  some  other 
responsible  person,  also  a  resident,  by  which  the  signer  shall  become 
to  the  same  extent  responsible  for  said  minor  asiie  would  be  for  him- 
self. A  deposit  to  the  fbll  value  of  the  volume  called  for  or  of  the 
set  to.  which  It  belongs  may  take  the  place  of  such  certificate. 

Sect.  12.  All  persons  having  the  right  to  take  books  shall,  before  ex- 
ercising such  right,  enter  into  an  obligation  In  writing  that  they  will 
observe  all  the  Rules  and  Regulations  Instituted  for  the  government 
and  safety  of  the  LitMrary,  which  obligation  shall  be  in  such  form  as 
the  Committee  on  the  Library  shall  direct,  care  being  taken  that  it 
shall  recognize  a  pecuniary  obligation,  on  the  part  of  such  taker,  to  the 
City  of  New  Bedford,  for  all  fines,  forfeitures,  loss,  or  damage. 

Sect.  IS.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  take  a  book  fk'om  the  Library, 
who  appears  by  the  records  to  be  accountable  for  a  book  previously 
taken  or  for  a  fine  or  forfeiture  imposed. 

Sect.  14.  Books  Intended  for  general  circulation,  with  such  excep- 
tions as  the  Committee  on  the  Library  may  direct,  shall  be  properly  let- 
tered and  numbered,  having  on  the  outside  a  label  stating  the  time  they 
may  be  kept  and  the  fine  for  retaining  them  longer. 

Sect.  15.  All  the  books,  as  well  as  the  periodicals,  manuscripts,  &c., 
shall  be  stamped  with  the  words,  '<New  Bedford  Fbeb  Pubuc  Li- 
brary,*' the  number  being  written  on  the  inside  of  the  cover. 

Sect.  16.  All  the  books  of  the  Library  shall  be  prepared  tor  general 
circulation,  except  such  as  the  Trustees  shall  order  to  be  kept  in  the 
rooms. 

Sect.  17.  One  volume  only  can  be  taken  at  one  time. 

Sect.  18.  No  book  can  be  retaken  unless  returned  to  the  Library. 

Sect.  19.  Books  taken  can  be  lised  in  the  family  of  the  taker  only. 

Sect.  20.  All  books  taken  may  be  retained  two  weeks  unless  a  shorter 
time  is  named  on  the  cover. 

Sect.  21.  A  book  may  be  retaken  unless  an  application  for  it  has  been 
made  to  the  Librarian  in  writing. 

Sect.  22.  The  Committee  on  the  Library  may  order  a  new  book  to 
be  retained  in  the  rooms  for  a  short  time  after  Its  purchase,  and  they 
may,  If  they  shall  think  proper,  shorten  the  time  It  may  be  kept  out. 

Sect.  28.  Every  person  entitled  to  take  books  from  the  Library  shall 
receive  from  the  Librarian  a  printed  card,  having  on  It  the  name  of  the 
applicant.    The  catalogue  number  of  the  book  asked  for  should  be 
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written  in  the  blanks  left  for  the  parpose*  and 'this  card  presented  to 
the  Librarian  or  his  assistant  as  the  mode  of  obtaining  any  book  that 
may  be  wanted. 

Sect.  24.  Books  returned  must  be  delivered  to  the  Librarian  or*  his 
assistant. 

Skct.  25.  The  fines  for  retaining  books  beyond  the  allowed  period 
shall  be  one  cent  a  day ;  and  for  books  damaged  or  lost,  the  actual  loss 
sastained. 

Sect.  26.  AH  holders  of  books  beyond  the  regulation  period  shall  be 
required  to  pay  the  etpense  of  sending  for  the  same,  and  it  shall  be 
the  daty  of  the  Librarian  to  send  for  all  books  held  two  weeks  beyond 
the  allowed  time,  and  if  not  then  delivered  they  shall  be  considered  as 
lost. 

Sect.  27.  Books  not  intended  for  general  circulation  may  be  taken 
from  the  Library,  for  a  limited  period,  upon  an  order  in  writing  signed 
by  the  Superintendent,  a  receipt  being  given  by  the  taker  therefor. 


Donations. 

ABTICLE  VII. 

Sect.  1.  A  record  shall  be  kept  by  the  Librarian  of  all  donations 
made  to  the  Library,  which  record  shall  be  placed  before  the  Board  at 
each  monthly  meeting,  when  it  shall  be  read,  and  if  it  be  approved 
such  approval  shall  be  certified  upon  it  by  the  Clerk. 

Sect.  2.  All  books  presented  to  the  Library  shall  have  the  name  of 
the  donor  placed  upon  them,  and  a  list  of  all  the  donations  for  the  year 
shall  be  contained  in  the  annual  report. 


Amendments. 

ABTICLE  VIII. 

These  Bules'and  Begulatlons  may  be  amended  at  any  meeting,  by  a 
vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  tho  Board ;  but  a  majority  may 
amend  at  any  meeting,  if  each  member  shall  have  been  notified  of  the 
proposed  change  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  proposed  action 
thereupon. 
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MEMORIAL  TO  SYLVIA  ANN  ROWLAND. 

A  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
appointed  to  take  into  cousideration  the  subject  of  a  memorial  to  bo 
placed  in  the  Library  Building,  to  commemorate  the  liberality  of  Sylvia 
Ann  Rowland,  made  a  report,  recommending  that  a  plain  marble  tablet 
be  placed  in  a  conspicuous  position  in  the  principal  room  of  the  Library, 
bearing  an  inscription  somewhat  as  follows : 

THIS  TABLET 

commemorates  the  enlightened  liberality  of 

SYLVIA  ANN  HOWLAND, 

who  bestowed  upon  the  city  of 

NEW  BEDFORD, 

the  noble  sum  of 
TWO  HUNDBED  THOUSAND  DOLLABS: 

ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 

in  aid  of  the  effort  to  supply  the  city  with 

PURE  WATER; 

and 

ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 

as  a  fund  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of 

LIBERAL   EDUCATION 

by  extending  to  the 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

the  means  of  a  wider  and  more  generous  culture^ 
and  by  the  enlargement  of  the 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

12th  mo.  80,  1871.    No  action  was  taken  upon  this  report. 
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LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  CURRENTLY  RECEIVED. 

The  letters  foUowinir  the  flgnres  denoting  the  size  of  the  periodical,  signllV  re- 
spectively, T.  yearly,  |t.  ball-yearly,  Q.  quarterly,  m.  monthly,  4m.  semi-mootbJy,  D* 
daily,  UN.  uncertain. 

Academy,  The.    London.  4^  m. 
Academy  of  Natura'  Sciences,  Philadelphia. 

—  Journal.  4®  un- 

—  Proceedings.  8®  m. 

—  American  Journal  of  Conchology.  8**  ux. 
Advocate  of  Peace.    See  American  Peace  Society. 

Allgemelne  Zeitong.    Angsburg.  4^  i>. 

American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Boston. 

—  Memoirs. 

—  Proceedings. 

American  Annual  Cyclopaedia.    New  York. 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester. 

—  Transactions  and  Collections. 

—  Proceedings. 

American  Chemist.    New  York. 
American  Entomological  Society,  Philadelphia. 

—  Transactions.  8® 
American  Journal  of  Conchology.    See  Academy  of 

Natural  Sciences. 
American  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts,  [Sllllman's 

Journal.]    New  Haven.  8® 

American  Literary  Gazette  and  Publishers'  Circular. 

See  Publishers'  and   Stationers'  Weekly 

Trade  Circular. 
American  Peace  Society,  Boston. 

—  Advocate  of  Peace.  8° 
American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadelphia. 

—  Transactions. 

—  Proceedings. 

American  Quarterly  Church  Review.    New  York. 
American  Social  Science  Association,  New  York. 

—  Journal  of  Social  Science. 
Annals  and  Magazine  of  Natural  History.    London. 
Annual  of  Scientific  Discovery.    Boston. 
Annual  Register.    London. 
Art,  Pictorial  and  Industrial.    London. 
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Art-Joornal»  The.    London. 
AthensBam,  The.    London. 
Atlantic  Monthly.    Boston. 

Bibllotheca  Sacra  and  Theological  Eclectic.    Andorer. 
Black wood*s  EdinburgH  Magazine.    Edlnbargh. 
Boston  Society  of  Nataral  History,  Boston. 
•—  Annual. 

—  Memoirs. 

—  Proceedings. 

Boston.    See  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

—  See  American  Peace  Society. 

•—  See  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

—  See  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 

Graelty  to  Animals. 

—  See  New  England  Historical,  Genealogical  Society. 
Botanische  Zeitang.    Leipzig. 

British  Almanac  and  Companion.  See  Society  for  the 
Diflftision  of  Useftil  Knowledge. 

British  Journal  of  Photography.    London. 

British  Quarterly  Review.    London. 

Canadian  Naturalist  and  Quarterly  Journal  of  Science. 
Montreal. 

Catholic  World.    New  York. 

Chemical  News.    London. 

Christian  Register.    Boston.  ' 

Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle  and  Hunt*s  Mer- 
chants* Magazine.    New  York. 

Congregational  Quarterly.    Boston. 

Contemporary  Review.    London. 

Daily  Evening  Standard.    New  Bedford. 

Dublin  University  Magazine.    Dublin. 

Edinburgh  Review.    Edinburgh. 

Engineering.    London. 

Entomologische  Zeitung.    Stettin. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

—  Bulletin. 

—  Historical  Collections. 
Every  Saturday.  Boston. 
Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia. 

—  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute. 
Fraser's  Magazine.    London. 

Friends'  Review.    Philadelphia.  « 

Galaxy,  The.    New  York. 
Geological  Society,  London. 

—  Quarterly  Journal. 
Hardwickg's  Science  Gossip.    London. 
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Harper'8  New  Monthly  Magaxine,    New  Tork.  %^  m. 

Historical  Magazine.    New  .York.  4<>  m. 

Journal  titer  die  reine  und  angewandete  Mathematlk. 

Berlin.  4«  x. 

Joamal  of  Social  Science.  See  American  Social  Science 

Association. 
Journal  of  Speculative  Philosophy.    St.  Louis.  S^  q. 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute.    See  Franklinlnsti- 

tute. 
Journal  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society.    See  Royal 

Geographical  Society. 
Literary  World,  The.    Boston.  4«  ii . 

Littell's  Living  Age.    Boston.  8^  w. 

London.    See  Geological  Society. 

—  See  Royal  Geographical  Society. 
^  See  Royal  Society. 

—  See  Society  for  the  Difltaslon  of  UseAil  Knowledge. 
Macmlllan*s  Magazine.    London. 
Maine  Historical  Society,  Portland. 

—  Collections. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. 

—  Collections. 

—  Proceedings.  , 
Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 

to  Dumb  Animals,  Boston. 
^  Our  Dumb  Animals. 
Methodist  Quarterly  Review.    New  Tork. 
Mitthellungen  aus  Justus  Perthes'  Geographisches  An- 

stalt.    Gotha. 
Nation,  The.    New  York. 
Nature.    London. 

New  Bedford  Daily  Mercury.    New  Bedford. 
New  Bngland  Historic,  Genealogical  Society,  Boston. 

—  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register 

and  Antiquarian  Journal.   • 
New  Englander  and  Congregational  Review.     New 

Haven. 
New  York  Genealogical  and   Biographical   Society, 

New  York. 

—  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record.  8^ 
New  York.    See  American  Social  Science  Association. 
North  American  Review.    Boston. 
Notes  aud  Queries.    London. 
Old  and  New.    Boston. 
Our  Dumb  Animals.    See  Massachusetts  Society  for 

the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Dumb  Animals. 
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Overland  Monthly,    San  Francisco. 
Peabodj  Academy  of  Science,  Salem.  Mass. 

—  American  Natnralist. 

—  Memoirs. 

Philadelphia  Photographer.     [Incloding  the  Photo- 
graphic Times,  New  York.]    Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia.    See  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 

—  See  American  Entomologltsal  Society. 

—  See  American  Philosophical  Society, 

—  See  Franklin  Institute. 
Photographic  World.    Philadelphia. 
Popular  Science  Review.    London. 
Portland.    See  Maine  Historical  Society. 
Providence.    See  Bhode  Island  Historical  Society. 
Publishers'  and  Stationers'  Weekly  Trade  Circular. 

[Including  American  Literary  Gazette  and 
Publishers'  Circular.]    New  York. 

Publishers'  Circular.    London. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Microscopical  Science.   London, 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mathematics. 
London. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Geological  Society.  See  Geo- 
logical Society. 

Quarterly  Beview.    London. 

Radical,  The.    Boston. 

Religious  Magazine  and  Monthly  Review.    Boston. 

Bhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Providence. 

—  Collections. 

Boyal  Geographical  Society,  London. 

—  Journal. 

Royal  Society,  London. 

—  Philosophical  Transactions. 

—  Proceedings. 

Salem,  Masp.    See  Essex  Institute. 

—  See  Peabody  Academy  of  Science. 
Saturday  Review.    London. 
Scietitlflc  American.    New  York. 
Scribner's  Monthly.    New  York. 
Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington. 

—  Contributions  to  Knowledge. 

—  Miscellaneous  Collections. 

Society  for  the  Dlff  ision  of  Useful  Knowledge,  Lon- 
don. 

—  British  Almanac  and  Companion. 
Spectator.    London. 
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Stereoscopic  Magazine.    London.  8^ 

Tilton's  Journal  of  Hortlcnltare  and  Floral  Magazine. 

Boston.  8® 

Traebner*s  American  and  Oriental  Literary  Record. 

London. 
Universallst  Quarterly.    Boston. 
Van  Nostrand's  Eclectic  Engineering.    New  York. 
Washington,  D.  C.    See  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Westminster  Review.    London. 
Whitalcer's  Almanac.    London. 
Worcester,  Mass.    See  American  Antiquarian  Society.  *' 
Workshop,  The,    New  York.  /o.  m. 
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